
“For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what 

is false, in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure 

in wickedness.” 2 Thessalonians 2:11-12 

“I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. But when He, the 

Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own 

initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 

He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. All things that the 

Father has are Mine; therefore, I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.” John 

16:12-15 

Today, more than any other time in my life has these verses from the Lord Jesus and Paul’s 

epistle to the Thessalonians been so appropriate. We see the landscape of the church, govern-

ment, economics, and culture a wash in currents of “deluding influence.” Every area that 

touches our lives must be called into question. We are challenged to “test” every motive, atti-

tude, and decision as to the truth. The above Scripture points to those “who did not believe 

the truth.” It makes clear that there is “the truth.” So how do we make sure we “believe the 

truth”? The only surefire way is to trust in our Savior Jesus Christ who is the way and the 

truth and the life.” By personally knowing Jesus Christ, He points us to the Word of God to 

learn the revealed will of God and by relying on it to enable us to navigate the dangerous 

currents of life that would shipwreck our faith. “So this I say, and affirm together with the 

Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their minds, 

being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the igno-

rance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart, and they, having become cal-

lous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with 

greediness. (Ephesians 4:17-19) 

By living in Christ and feeding upon the truth of His Word we are assured of the truth. The 

truth makes it possible to evaluate everything that touches us so we may be assured that we 

have not been duped by the “deluding influence” that leads to judgment instead of the truth 

of a righteous life in which we are to live in Jesus. To that end we must “test the spirits” be-

fore we accept anything the world offers as “truth” or understanding. My goal is not to scare 

you or “shock” you, but to make sure you are aware of the events going on around us pur-

posefully not reported or distorted by the mainstream media, none of them are exempt. The 

Lord has burdened me to make sure that you are aware of the dangers we are facing in this 

world and the truth Christ has given us in His Word that confirms the events that are taking 

place all over the world of which He is in control. I have been warning you for at least six 

years of the impending disasters that are approaching our doorsteps. These things are hap-

pening whether we acknowledge them or not. To know Jesus Christ is to know the truth! I 

want to make sure that you know that you MUST have a personal relationship in “The Lord 

Jesus Christ” creator of this universe, Judge of mankind and Savior of sinners of whom I am 

one! Can you say this with assurance with me? Be aware, alert and prepared as our Lord 

leads us into the upheaval ahead. 

The Truth and Nothing but the Truth  

“They were  

continually devoting  

themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching 

and to fellowship, the 

breaking of bread, 

and to prayer.”  

Acts 2:42 
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Interestingly, the Greek word translated “worship” in this 

passage refers to service at the temple, but Jesus reapplies 

it. Instead of worship in a physical temple at a particular 

place, we ought to worship God “in spirit and in truth.” The 

New Testament reveals that our bodies are the temple of 

God (1 Corinthians 3:16), so worship should take place every-

where we go. 

As we saw in the first devotional of this series, the word wor-

ship is often overused and misapplied in modern Christian 

vernacular. We looked at the common idea that worship pri-

marily takes place during the Sunday morning service and 

found this to be unbiblical. Although true worship certainly 

ought to take place when believers gather together, it should 

not stop or diminish when we go our separate ways. We 

should worship the Lord in everything we do, even down to 

the most basic actions of daily life. Consider the words of the 

Apostle Paul:  

Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do 

all to the glory of God. (1 Corinthians 10:31) 

And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of 

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 

Him. (Colossians 3:17) 

Today’s big idea: true worship is not limited to any particu-

lar location; it encompasses all of a believer’s life. 

What to pray: submit your heart to the Lord and worship 

Him in spirit and truth.  

Answers in Genesis Devotional:  Praise God, Part 1 

Where Should We Worship God? 

The Samaritan woman wondered about the proper place to 

worship God. The response she received from Jesus: 

But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers 

will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is 

seeking such to worship Him. (John 4:23) 

Today’s big question: where should we worship God? 

Jesus said the words of today’s passage in response to a 

question from a Samaritan woman. During His conversation 

with this woman beside the well, she brought up a very 

touchy subject between the Samaritans and the Jews: where 

is the correct place to worship God? She said, “Our fathers 

worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jeru-

salem is the place where one ought to worship” (John 4:20). 

But instead of taking one side or the other, Jesus gave this 

woman the proper perspective: 

Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming 

when you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, 

worship the Father. . . . But the hour is coming, and now is, 

when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 

and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 

God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in 

spirit and truth.” (John 4:21, 23–24) 

Not only did Jesus disregard both sides of this centuries-old 

debate, but He also revealed that this woman’s whole percep-

tion of worship was severely skewed. She was concerned 

with the traditional, religious activities of “worship.” But 

God is not pleased by works that outwardly appear righteous 

unless they result from a heart that is inwardly submitted to 

Him. 

Paul continues in Ephesians 4:20 telling us that we cannot learn Christ in a state of dark-

ened understanding and living in ignorance. On the contrary, “if indeed you have heard Him 

and have been taught in Him just as truth is in Jesus, that, in reference to your former man-

ner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of 

deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new self, which in 

the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the ruth. Therefore, 

laying aside falsehood, SPEAK TRUTH EACH ONE of you WITH HIS NEIGHBOR, for we 

are members of one another.” (4:20-25) 

Dear one, may we pursue the righteousness of Jesus Christ in the daily fellowship with the 

Spirit in a dark and dying world. Resting in truth, peace and life in Christ is our only hope 

and salvation from the judgment that is promised in His Word. This is our means of prepara-

tion. It appears that judgement from the Lord God Almighty has indeed started! Please hope 

with me to make sure we are prepared for what our Lord’s will is for our lives. We are facing 

this together. Remember Jesus told the Jews that believed Him say: “‘So Jesus was saying to 

those Jews who had believed Him, “If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples 

of Mine; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”’ (John 8:31-32) May 

the love of Christ constrain us! Please never doubt my love for you and Jesus Christ loves 

you all the more!  “Stay under the Shadow of the Almighty!” 

       Pastor Robert 
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The contrast between a carnal man and a spiritual man, and 

between carnal mindedness and spiritual mindedness, is 

very strongly expressed by the apostle in Romans 8:5-6: 

"They that are after the flesh." They are carnal men, sinful 

and corrupt, who are as they were born, having nothing but 

flesh, sin, and corruption in them. They are without the Spir-

it and His grace, who walk after the flesh and fulfil the de-

sires of it. These mind the things of the flesh; their minds are 

fleshly minds. They seek nothing but the gratification of the 

lusts of the flesh and employ themselves in doing the works 

of it, which are called the sins of the flesh, the consequence 

of which is death. For to be carnally minded is death-eternal 

death, the just wages of sin-as it must needs be, since such 

carnality is sin and sinful and enmity against God, as in the 

following verse. Now, the spiritual man, spiritual minded-

ness, and the consequence of that are the reverse of all this, 

as will appear by considering, 

They are described as they that are "after 

the Spirit" (Rom 8:1, 4-5). Not all that 

think they are spiritual men and would 

be thought such are so...but such who 

call themselves spiritual men are to be 

tried by the Word of God, whether they 

are such or not. They may seem so to 

others and yet not be such. And if only 

outwardly righteous or externally re-

formed in their lives, they may be at 

most but moral men, not spiritual men. 

Yes, men may have a "form of godliness" 

(2Ti 3:5), a show of spirituality, yet not 

have the truth and power of it...Nor are all truly spiritual 

men, who have spiritual gifts (as they may be called) distinct 

from special grace. For the apostle, after having discoursed 

on spiritual gifts, speaks of "a more excellent way" and ob-

serves that men may have various gifts, extraordinary and 

ordinary, and yet be destitute of true grace (1Co 12:1, 31; 

13:1, 3). Nor are such only intended who have a greater de-

gree of spiritual knowledge and of real grace than others. For 

though these are most certainly spiritual men and of the 

highest class (1Co 3:1; Gal 4:1), yet they are not the only 

ones: others, who have less knowledge and a lesser degree of 

grace, are also entitled to this character. Much less such are 

meant who have no flesh or sin in them, for there are no 

such spiritual men on earth. None but the saints in heaven-

the spirits of just men made perfect (Heb 12:23)-will have 

spiritual bodies at the resurrection.  

1. The are such who are regenerated, renewed, and quick-

ened by the Spirit of God. They are such as our Lord 

describes as "born of water and of the Spirit"-or of the 

Spirit of God compared to water-and who and whatsoev-

er is so born is spirit or spiritual (Joh 3:5-6). Such are 

born of God and made partakers of the divine nature 

(2Pe 1:4); not of blood, by carnal generation and descent; 

not of corruptible but of incorruptible seed (1Pe 1:23); 

begotten again of God to a lively hope of a glorious inher-

itance (1Pe 1:3), according to His abundant mercy and of 

His own sovereign will and pleasure. [They] are a kind of 

first fruits of His creatures; yea, they are new creatures; 

for the grace bestowed on them is "the washing of regen-

eration and the renewing of the Holy Ghost" (Ti 3:5). 

They are renewed in the spirit of their minds and have 

new hearts and new spirits given them. The Spirit of 

God [is] put into them, by which they are quickened, 

who before were "dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph 2:1). 

But now the Spirit of life from God enters into them, and 

like the dead witnesses and Ezekiel's dry bones, [they] 

stand on their feet and live. Being thus made alive, they 

breathe in a spiritual manner after salvation, the way of 

it, and the knowledge of it. They breathe after Christ 

when directed to Him, after God and communion with 

Him, after a discovery and application of pardoning 

grace and mercy-all those, and more things of a spiritual 

nature, they vehemently desire with their 

whole souls and spirits. [They] may be 

truly said to be spiritually minded. 

2. They are such who exercise their spir-

itual senses to discern both good and evil, 

to choose and mind the one and to refuse 

and shun the other. They have a spiritual 

sight, a discerning of things, even of spir-

itual things, which are only spiritually 

discerned, which spiritual discernment 

the natural man has not. But the spiritual 

man has it and can make a judgment of 

them. He can try things that differ, ap-

prove the more excellent, and prefer them. Spiritual men 

have the seeing eye given them; the eyes of their under-

standings are enlightened (Eph 1:18) by the Spirit of 

wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of themselves 

and of Christ. This one thing they can say: whereas they 

were blind, they now see (Joh 9:25). They see themselves 

lost and undone and Jesus as their only Savior. They 

behold His glory, fulness, excellency, and suitableness as 

a Savior. They now hear the gospel with pleasure: it is a 

joyful sound to them-good news and glad tidings of 

peace, pardon, righteousness, eternal life, and salvation 

by Christ! They hear the voice of Christ and are charmed 

with it, and their affections are drawn out to Him. They 

hear it so as to understand it and be delighted with it, 

and to distinguish it from the voice of a stranger (Joh 

10:5). Therefore, they follow Him and not a stranger. 

They taste and have a gust for spiritual things; they 

taste that the Lord is gracious and invite others to come 

and taste and see how good He is. The words of Christ, 

the doctrines of the gospel, are sweeter to their taste 

than the honey or the honeycomb. The fruits that drop 

from Christ whilst sitting under His shadow and the 

blessings of grace that are from Him are also sweet and 

pleasant to their palate. They savor the things that be of 

God, Christ, and a spiritual nature. Because of the savor 

 

...the true disciples of 

Christ know Him, for He 

dwells with them and 

shall be in them  

Are you Spiritually Minded? by John Gill (1697-1771) 
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and therefore sin has not the dominion over them (Rom 

6:14); grace reigns, through righteousness, unto eternal 

life by Jesus Christ our Lord (Rom 5:21). Yea, the law of 

the Spirit of life in Christ frees them from the law of sin 

and death, from the tyrannical power of it (Rom 8:2), so 

that they appear to be spiritual men and to be spiritual-

ly alive. Even the Spirit of God Himself dwells in them. 

He is the criterion that distinguishes them from carnal 

men: "Ye are not in the flesh," that is, ye are not carnal 

men, "but in the Spirit," spiritual men, "if so be that the 

Spirit of God dwell in you" (Rom 8:9). Therefore, they are 

called the temple of God and of the Holy Ghost (1Co 

3:16; 6:19). The world, carnal men, cannot receive Him 

nor know Him. But the true disciples of Christ know 

Him, for He dwells with them and shall be in them (Rom 

8:9; Joh 14:17), even though in these spiritual men there 

is much carnal mindedness, and many carnal affections, 

lusts, and desires: "The flesh lusteth against the Spirit," 

and they are ready to say with the apostle..."with the 

mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh 

the law of sin (Rom 7:14, 24-25)... 

It may next be inquired how any of the sons of men come to 

be spiritual men and to be spiritually mind-

ed. They are not so naturally or by their 

first birth. They are born of the flesh and 

are flesh; they are carnal, sinful, and cor-

rupt. Their minds are fleshly, i.e., they are 

carnally minded. Their minds and con-

sciences are defiled with sin, and from 

thence nothing proceeds but what is sinful. 

Their minds are vain and empty, and they 

walk in the vanity of their minds (Eph 

4:17). They are without God, any true 

knowledge of Him, love to Him, and fear of 

Him. They have not learned Christ and 

think nothing about Him. They are sensual, 

not having the Spirit, nor any of His graces (Jude 19). They 

mind earth and earthly things (Phi 3:19)-these engross all 

their thoughts, affections, and desires. All that is in the 

world-the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride 

of life-are the principal entertainments of their minds and 

what they are chiefly conversant with (1Jo 2:16). Their natu-

ral bias is to that which is evil, the imagination of the 

thought of their heart is evil and that continually. Yea, their 

hearts are fully set in them to do evil (Ecc 8:11); and such is 

the disposition of their minds that they cannot think any-

thing of themselves, especially that which is spiritually good. 

This, then, being the case of the minds of men naturally, 

there must be a renewing of the mind, or it must be cast into 

a different mold. Before a man can be spiritually minded, he 

must have a new heart and a new spirit put within him (Eze 

36:26). The Spirit of God must work in him to will, must give 

him an inclination and disposition to that which is spiritual-

ly good. He must enlighten his mind and fill it with the 

knowledge of spiritual things and put the laws of God into 

the minds of men-write them in their hearts. He must influ-

ence and attract their affections to spiritual things, make 

of His good ointment, His rich graces, their love is drawn 

forth to Him. They smell a sweet savor in His person, 

righteousness, and sacrifice. All His garments-His gar-

ment of salvation and robe of righteousness-smell of 

myrrh, aloes, and cassia. They handle the Word of life, 

lay hold on Christ, the tree of life, and pluck, take, and 

eat of the fruit that grows upon it. When they have lost 

sight of Christ their Beloved and have found Him again, 

they embrace Him in their arms, hold Him fast, and will 

not let Him go! The gospel of Christ is the power of God 

unto them. They receive it and the love of it cordially, 

feel it powerfully working in them, and find themselves 

strongly influenced by it to love and serve Him. 

3. They are capable of spiritual acts and exercises and do 

perform them.  Spiritual men, and they only, worship 

God in the Spirit, in a spiritual manner, with their spir-

its, and under the influence of His Spirit. Such worship, 

as it becomes their character, is only acceptable to God. 

When the worship of carnal and formal professors is 

very disagreeable to Him, spiritual men can talk and 

converse with each other about spiritual things. The 

Lord turns unto them, or bestows upon them, a pure 

language-the language of Canaan-in 

which they speak one to another, to 

understand and be understood by 

each other. Because they are favored 

with abundance of rich inward experi-

ence, out of the abundance of their 

hearts their mouths speak in Chris-

tian conference with one another; and 

their speech in common conversation 

reveals them and shows to what com-

pany they belong. It shows that they 

are not carnal, but spiritual men. 

They are capable of walking, and they 

do walk, "not after the flesh, but after 

the Spirit" (Rom 8:1, 4), which distinguishes them from 

carnal men and entitles them to the character of spiritu-

al men. Yea, they walk in the Spirit, live in the Spirit, 

and are led by Him, out and off of themselves, to Christ 

and the fulness of grace in Him, and into all truth as it 

is in Jesus. Such who are under His leadings and teach-

ings, as they are the sons of God, they must be spiritual 

men and mind spiritual things. 

4. They have much of the Spirit of God in them, the several 

graces of the Spirit of God, such as faith, hope, love, and 

all other fruits of the Spirit. The good work of grace, of 

which He is the author, the work of faith, labor of love, 

and patience of hope (1Th 1:3), is begun in them by Him. 

That work will be carried on, performed, and perfected. 

He works in them both to will and to do of His good 

pleasure (Phi 2:13), and whatsoever is well-pleasing in 

the sight of God (Heb 13:21). He strengthens them to do 

the will and work of God; and under His influence, they 

exercise every grace. Grace is the governing principle in 

their souls: they are not under the Law, but under grace, 

 

...such who call themselves 

spiritual men are to be tried 

by the Word of God, whether 

they are such or not.  
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5. Spiritual mindedness issues in everlasting life, which is 

the gift of God and flows from His grace. All that are 

spiritually-minded partake of and shall have it. This is 

certain from the promise that whosoever seeth the Son 

and believes in Him should not perish, but have ever-

lasting life (Joh 6:40; 3:16); from the grace of God in 

them, which is a well of living water springing up unto 

everlasting life (Joh 4:14); and from the Spirit of God in 

them, Who makes them fit for eternal life and introduces 

into it because of the righteousness of Christ. 

Another effect and consequent of spiritual mindedness is 

peace. To be spiritually minded is peace-inward peace of 

soul, which is a fruit of the Spirit and is had by believing in 

Christ. It flows from the righteousness of Christ received by 

faith and from His peace-speaking blood in the conscience. 

The spiritual things their minds are conversant with are 

productive of internal peace and serve to maintain and in-

crease it. Spiritually minded persons are of peaceable dispo-

sitions: they are desirous to lead a quiet and peaceable life 

under whatsoever government they be. As much as lieth in 

them, they endeavor to live peaceably with all men in the 

neighborhoods in which they are (Rom 12:18); to promote 

peace in their families and among their friends. They study 

to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace in [their] 

church...Spiritual mindedness issues in everlasting peace: 

the end of people is peace, they depart in peace, they enter 

into it; and this is their everlasting portion and happiness. 

From John Gill, A Complete Body of Doctrinal and Practical 

Divinity: Or A System of Evangelical Truths, Deduced from 

the Sacred Scriptures, New Edition, Vol. 2 (Tegg & Compa-

ny, 1839), 539-545. 

Free Grace Broadcaster, #249, Chapel Library 

 

 

 

them in love with them, and thoroughly convince them of the 

evil of carnal mindedness and its sad effect, [which is] death. 

The effects, consequences, and so the evidence of being spir-

itually minded: To be spiritually minded is life. They must be 

alive who are spiritually minded, and they must be alive in a 

spiritual sense. Their spiritual mindedness is an evidence of 

their spiritual life and makes it plainly appear that they are 

in such sense alive. This is manifest, 

1. From the exercise of their senses, before observed. They 

have their spiritual senses of seeing, hearing, tasting, 

smelling, and feeling, and therefore must have life, with-

out which there can be no senses and the exercise of 

them. As he who has his natural senses must be natu-

rally alive, so he that has his spiritual senses must be 

spiritually alive. 

2. From acts of spiritual life that they perform. They 

breathe after spiritual things. Prayer is the breath of 

every spiritually minded man; "Behold, he prayeth!" (Act 

9:11), and this shows life. He discourses of spiritual 

things, which discovers the temper and disposition of his 

mind. His walk and conversation are spiritual, he walks 

and lives by faith on Christ, and walks on in Him as he 

has received Him. 

3. From the lively exercise of grace in him and fervent dis-

charge of duty.  His faith is living, not a dead faith (Jam 

2:17). His hope is lively (1Pe 1:3), and his love is as 

strong as death (Song 8:6) and cannot be destroyed by it, 

all which evidence his spiritual life.  The exercise of 

these graces evidences his spiritual mindedness and 

hence follow a fervency of spirit in serving the Lord and 

a running in his ways without weariness and a walking 

without fainting (Isa 40:31). 

4. Such who are spiritually minded are not only alive 

themselves, but they are the means of enlivening others-

by their spiritual conversation, by their spiritual counsel 

and advice, by the spiritual consolation they adminis-

ter, and by their spiritual exhortations stirring up to 

love and good works. 

9th Patty Camp 

21st Robert Thompson 

14th Shelly Nourse 

29th Cody Payton 

10th Doug Gast 

13th Addison Magdziarz 
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Peter emphasizes in verse 9, we are to be hospitable “without 

complaint” (without murmuring or grumbling). The opposite 

of complaining is gladness—the willingness to cheerfully ac-

cept the inconvenience, labor, and cost of hospitality. Hospi-

tality is a form of giving, and “God loves a cheerful giver” (2 

Corinthians 9:7). So let us ask God to give us a cheerful spirit 

as we practice hospitality. Hospitality demands old-fashioned 

hard work. It may be costly and is often inconvenient. It is 

time consuming. It places a strain on the family. Therefore, 

hospitality is a concrete, down-to-earth test of our fervent 

love for God and His people. Hospitality is love in action. 

At heart we are all selfish. We do not want to be inconven-

ienced. We do not want to share our privacy or time with 

others. We are consumed with our personal comforts. We 

want to be free to go about our business without interference 

or concern for other people’s need. We don’t want the respon-

sibility and work that hospitality entails. We are greedy and 

don’t want to share our food, home, or money. All of these 

attitudes are selfish, and selfishness is sin. It is worldliness. 

It is the opposite of love. It is contrary to hospitality. It is 

totally opposed to everything Jesus Christ taught and lived. 

He is our example; He lived His life for others. Therefore, we 

must confess our sinful selfishness against God and His peo-

ple. We must seek to serve one another gladly, as He served 

us, and thereby partake of the love He intends His people to 

share.     

Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because 

love covers a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one another 

without complaint.  As each one has received a special gift, 

employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of the 

manifold grace of God.             1 Peter 4:8-10 

The Christians to whom Peter is writing were facing bitter 

persecution (1 Peter 4:12-19). Peter knows fervent love and 

unity among the Christians are essential in keeping them 

safe. So he urges his brethren to “keep fervent” in their love. 

As Christians, therefore, we should press ourselves to the 

full extent in loving one another. Hospitality fuels the flames 

of love. It promotes and preserves love. It enriches and deep-

ens love. It renews love. Hence, Peter naturally follows his 

exhortation to love fervently with the command to practice 

hospitality gladly.  

Christians are instructed to love one another, pray for one 

another, serve one another, admonish one another, edify one 

another, care for one another, bear one another’s burdens, 

and here, to be hospitable to one another. This is part of life 

in the body of Christ. Members of the Christian community 

are to mutually exercise hospitality. Most often, only a few 

families within a local congregation ever share in the minis-

try of hospitality. But Scripture exhorts everyone in the local 

assembly to be hospital to one another in order to fully share 

in the life of the body of Christ. 

The Hospitality Commands excerpts from a book by Alexander Strauch 

Our Lord’s Sermon on the Mount is not a “three points and 

a poem” sermon. In fact, in the course of this single ser-

mon, Jesus touches on more than twenty topics. All of 

these topics are worthy of our attention, but here our con-

cern is with only one of these topics, namely the Lord’s 

instructions regarding prayer. To be more precise, our con-

cern here is with one petition found within the Lord’s 

Prayer. When our Lord taught us the way in which we 

should address our heavenly Father, he taught us to pray: 

“Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven” (Matt. 6:10). Many of us have prayed these words 

for years, but how many of us know what Jesus meant by 

these words? 

In order to understand this petition of the Lord’s Prayer, it 

is necessary to understand something of the biblical con-

cept of the “kingdom of God.” Pious Jews at the time of 

Christ were waiting for the kingdom of God to come 

(see Mark 15:43), but what gave rise to this hope? The first 

chapters of Genesis make it clear that God’s plan from the 

beginning has been to establish His kingdom on earth. 

Tragically, when the first man and woman listened to the 

words of the serpent, Satan became a usurper and estab-

lished a reign of sin on earth (see John 12:31; 14:30; 2 Cor. 

4:4). God, however, was not surprised by any of this, and He 

did not abandon His original plan. The remainder of Scrip-

ture is the history of God’s work of restoring that which had 

been corrupted by sin. It is the history of redemption. 

Many generations after Adam, God promised Abraham that 

through him all nations of the earth would be blessed and 

that from him kings would come (Gen. 12:1–3; 17:6), indicat-

ing that His redemptive purpose continued to include His 

plan to establish a kingdom. Over four hundred years later, 

when God brought Israel out of the land of Egypt he designat-

ed them a “kingdom of priests” (Ex. 19:6). Israel was to be a 

manifestation of God’s kingdom on one small parcel of earth. 

The nation was to be a type of His eschatological reign over 

all the earth. Before Israel entered the promised land of Ca-

naan, Moses told the people that after they entered the land, 

they would set a king over themselves that God would choose 

(Deut. 17:14–20). Following the conquest under Joshua, and a 

lengthy period of decline under a series of judges (ca. 1400–

1050 bc), the people of Israel did set Saul over themselves as 

a king. Saul, however, was disobedient to God, so God re-

placed him with David (1 Sam. 16). 

Thy Kingdom Come by Keith Mathison  
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After David was anointed king over all Israel (2 Sam. 5:3–

4), he conquered the city of Jerusalem, and brought 

the ark of the covenant into the city. When God had given 

David rest from all of his enemies, David expressed his 

desire to build a “house” for God, a permanent temple in-

stead of the tabernacle (2 Sam. 7:1–3). God’s response to 

David is found in 2 Samuel 7:4–16. Here God promised 

that He would build David a “house” and establish the 

kingdom of David’s offspring forever. God’s plan to estab-

lish His kingdom on earth reached a new stage with the 

establishment of this perpetual covenant with David and 

with David’s offspring.  

When the monarchy of Israel began to decline, the Davidic 

covenant became the center around which the prophets 

would build their messages of hope for the future. They 

looked forward to the coming of a new Davidic king, a Mes-

siah, who would establish a righteous kingdom (for exam-

ple,Isa.9:6–7; 11:1–10; Dan. 7:13–14). They anticipated the 

coming of God to rule over his people (for example, Isa. 

35:4; 40:9–10; Zech. 14:5). In one significant passage, Isai-

ah looks forward to the coming rule of God in the following 

words: “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of 

him who brings good news, who publishes peace, who 

brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, 

who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns’” (52:7).   

When John the Baptist and Jesus came preaching “Repent 

for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 3:2; 4:17), 

they were speaking of something for which pious Jews had 

been waiting in anticipation for centuries. When Jesus 

went throughout the land proclaiming the “gospel of the 

kingdom,” He was bringing the “good news” of the advent 

of God’s reign that Isaiah had anticipated (Matt. 

4:23; 9:35).  

So when Jesus, in the Sermon on the Mount, teaches His 

disciples to pray, “Your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven,” there is a lot of Old Testament 

background to this concept. The kingdom of God was some-

thing the Jews were expecting. During the time of Jesus, 

Jews even concluded their synagogue services with a pray-

er (the Kaddish) that is strikingly similar to this section of 

the Lord’s Prayer: “Exalted and hallowed be his great 

name in the world which he created according to his will. 

May he let his kingdom rule in your lifetime and in your 

days and in the lifetime of the whole house of Israel, 

speedily and soon. Praised be his great name from eternity 

to eternity. And to this say: Amen.” 

Those who read the Lord’s Prayer petition concerning the 

kingdom within the context of the entire book of Matthew 

will notice something striking. In some passages, the king-

dom is spoken of as something imminent. Both John and 

Jesus declare that “the kingdom of God is at hand” (3:2; 

4:17). The Greek word translated “at hand” means “has 

come near.” Elsewhere, Jesus speaks of the kingdom as an 

already present reality: “But if it is by the Spirit of God 

that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come 

upon you” (12:28). Yet, in his instructions regarding prayer, 

Jesus teaches His disciples to pray that the kingdom of God 

will come in a way that it has not yet come (6:10). The 

phrase, “your kingdom come” is parallel to the phrase “your 

will be done.” In fact, both of these phrases, as well as the 

phrase “hallowed be your name” have the exact same con-

struction in the Greek text underlying our English transla-

tions. There is a connection between the three petitions. Part 

of what it means for God’s kingdom to come is for His name 

to be hallowed and His will to be done on earth as it is done 

in heaven. This is not a reality yet, so the prayer anticipates 

a future state of affairs. How are all of these various ways of 

looking at the kingdom to be reconciled? 

We can understand the New Testament teaching regarding 

the kingdom more clearly when we grasp the fact that for the 

New Testament authors, the term “kingdom” 

(Greek: basileia) refers most often to the royal reign of God 

rather than to the specific territory over which He rules. It is 

also important to realize that for the New Testament au-

thors, the coming of the kingdom, or reign of God, does not 

occur at a single moment in time. Instead, the coming of the 

kingdom involves a series of events that occur over a period of 

time. When Jesus declares that the kingdom of God has come 

and yet that it is coming, He is saying that the prophesied 

last act in the drama of redemption has begun but that it has 

not yet reached its conclusion. In other words, Jesus is saying 

that we are now in the midst of the last act.  

The kingdom has already come with the coming of Jesus. He 

has already been given all authority in heaven and earth. But 

we are still to pray, “Your kingdom come.” Why? Because on 

earth, there are still those who do not submit to His rule. 

When we pray, “Your kingdom come,” we are praying for the 

continued extension of God’s reign on earth. We are praying 

for God to convert the hearts of His enemies, bringing them 

to confess Jesus as Lord. We are praying that He puts those 

who refuse to submit beneath His feet (Ps. 110). We are pray-

ing for the coming of the day when all evil, all sin, and all 

rebellion against God is finally eradicated. 

We must also understand, however, that when we pray for 

God’s kingdom to come and for his will to be done on earth as 

it is in heaven, that this begins with each one of us. We must 

ask ourselves if we are hallowing God’s name. We must ask 

ourselves if we are doing God’s will. As Christians, we are 

those who claim to have already submitted to the lordship of 

Christ. We are already citizens of His kingdom, and He is 

already our King. But are we faithful subjects? Or are we 

rebellious? If we are to pray in the way our Lord instructed, 

we must be those who live in the way our Lord instructed. 

TableTalk Magazine 
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COMOROS 

Overview:  Comoros is among the poorest nations in the 

world, with less than 1 million people and few economic and 

educational opportunities. Comorians have no religious free-

dom, and leaving Islam is illegal. Sharing the gospel and 

discipling new believers are also highly restricted and can 

lead to expulsion for foreigners and brief imprisonments for 

locals. The strongest deterrent to becoming a Christian is 

societal pressure. Those who leave Islam to follow Christ are 

usually ostracized by their family and community. Some 

Christian organizations are allowed to operate, but they are 

strictly monitored and restricted to humanitarian projects. 

Despite these challenges, the gospel continues to spread in-

side the country.  

Major Religions:  Nearly 99 percent of Comorians are Sun-

ni Muslims.  

Persecutor:  Anyone who leaves Islam is persecuted by 

family members and also risks possible persecution by the 

government.  

Believers must meet in small groups and can share their 

faith only through one-on-one relationships. When they gath-

er to read their Bibles or speak about their faith, they risk 

persecution from the community as well as imprisonment by 

the government. For example, when five believers hosted a 

Christian debate in a private residence, they were impris-

oned upon their discovery. Prison terms are generally short, 

and treatment of Christians is usually left to the discretion 

of local village leaders.  

Access To Bibles:  Translating the Bible into the native 

languages has been slow and difficult, with only portions of 

the Scripture available after more than a decade of work. 

Most Comorian believers have digital versions of these 

translated portions on their smartphones.  

• Pray that more bold evangelists among the Mal-

agasy people will reach out to Comorians.  

• Pray that Christian workers will remain encour-

aged by the gospel of Christ as they minister.  

• Pray for the translation of the Bible into Como-

rian dialects.  

• Pray for leaders, pastors and Christians forced to 

rebuild their lives after being displaced.  

• Pray for new believers, who are persecuted and 

ostracized when they come to faith.  

BHUTAN 

Overview:  Until the 1980s, Bhutan was isolated from the 

rest of the world by its Himalayan geography, poor infra-

structure and poor international relations. In 2008, the 

country adopted a multiparty constitutional democracy and 

implemented a new constitution that affords a greater level 

of religious freedom. Most Christians in Bhutan are of Ne-

pali heritage, and believers are focused on reaching the eth-

nic Bhutanese with the message of Christ. Major Reli-

gions:  The major religion in Kazakhstan is Islam (Sunni), 

and there are also many atheists.   

Major Religions:  88 percent of the Bhutanese people are 

Tibetan Buddhists. Approximately 1 percent are Christians.  

Persecutor:  Christians are restricted by federal laws and 

persecuted by local authorities.  

The king identifies himself as the defender of the Buddhist 

faith, and the government works covertly to discourage the 

spread of Christianity. Christians are viewed as followers of 

a foreign, Western religion. There is no opportunity for the 

legal registration of churches in Bhutan. Christians often 

lose their jobs and are unable to find jobs because of their 

faith. Many Christians must worship in secret.  

Access To Bibles:  Small numbers of Bibles are allowed 

into the nation through legal means, the government contin-

ues to restrict widespread distribution. Most Bibles must be 

smuggled into the country from neighboring nations. 

• Pray for an increase in youth engagement with 

the gospel.  

• Pray that more Bhutanese Christians will share 

the gospel with the unreached.  

• Pray that more Bhutanese Christians will share 

the gospel with the unreached.  

• Pray for successful Bible distribution work in the 

country.  

• Pray for grace and favor among those reaching 

out to college students. 

 

Global Prayer Guide from The Voice of the Martyrs  www.persecution.org 
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Now the works of the flesh are evident,  

which are . . . heresies (Galatians 5:20) 

Today’s big question: are you following heresies? Before you 

answer this question, allow me to explain how the term is 

being defined for this devotional. The word translated as 

“heresies” is derived from the Greek term haireseis, which 

refers to divisions or factions within a group. A heretic is 

someone who adheres to beliefs contrary to what has been 

commonly accepted by that group. In Scripture, it refers to 

someone who introduces or follows doctrines contrary to the 

teachings of Christ and His apostles (2 Peter 2:1). 

Does this mean there is no room for differences within 

Christianity? Even Paul recognized that there will be dis-

putes among Christians (2 Timothy 2:23), and the early 

church showed us how to handle these disagreements (Acts 

15). We are called to be of one mind (Philippians 1:27), but 

we are sinful people with limited understanding. So while 

we are united in the gospel of Christ, sincere, Bible-

believing Christians may reach different conclusions on 

other matters.  

So, at what point do disagreements move into the realm of 

heresy? We may not be able to give a definitive answer on 

every debated doctrine, but we can look at principles in 

Scripture for guidance. Paul stated that heresies were a 

work of the flesh. I believe this point is crucial in discerning 

between true and false teaching. If one’s view is derived 

from a desire to please mankind rather than trying to faithful-

ly interpret the Word of God, then that belief would be a work 

of the flesh.  

Elsewhere Paul wrote, “Beware lest anyone cheat you through 

philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of 

men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not 

according to Christ” (Colossians 2:8). Paul told the Colossian 

saints to make sure they did not follow teachings of men that 

were rooted in worldly thinking. Similarly, John wrote about 

people who believed in Jesus, but were afraid to confess Him 

because “they loved the praise of men more than the praise of 

God” (John 12:42–43).  

The problem in each of these cases is one’s focus. Do you desire 

to follow human ideas, which may include your own? If so, you 

are committing a work of the flesh because you are exalting 

someone other than God. This is heresy, and it causes division 

in the church. 

As Christians, we must be willing to humble ourselves and 

allow God’s Word to determine our beliefs. Instead of using 

man’s fallible and ever-changing ideas to reinterpret Scrip-

ture, we need to base our beliefs on the Bible. At times, we will 

disagree with other Christians, but if we allow Scripture to be 

the authority then we will be united, even if we don’t agree on 

every detail.  

Answers in Genesis Devotional: The Spirit vs the Flesh Part 7 

Are You Content with God’s Provision for Your Life ? by Jeremy Ham  

“And when they were put to death, I cast my vote against 

them. And I punished them often in every synagogue and 

compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly en-

raged against them, I persecuted them even to foreign cities.” 

(Acts 26:10–11) 

We have discussed some of the various approaches to shar-

ing the gospel and making disciples used by the early 

church in Acts. Someone who knows little about Scripture 

may be shocked to learn that the words from today’s pas-

sage were spoken by the Apostle Paul. Yes, the same man 

who wrote about half of the books in the New Testament 

had formerly persecuted Christians to death.  

While imprisoned in Caesarea, Paul was granted a hearing 

with King Agrippa. Ironically, one of the reasons he was 

imprisoned was to protect him from more than 40 Jews who 

had sworn not to eat or drink until they had killed Paul 

(Acts 23:12–13). To open his defense, Paul recounted earlier 

days when he zealously followed his Jewish faith as a Phar-

isee. Next, he spoke about his conversion when Jesus ap-

peared to him on the road to Damascus. Finally, Paul said 

that the Lord had sent him to both Jews and Gentiles to 

preach what “the prophets and Moses said would come—

that the Christ would suffer, [and] that He would be the 

first to rise from the dead” (Acts 26:22–23). 

How Do We Witness to Someone with No Biblical Foundation? by Jeremy Ham 

One of the reasons Paul shared his conversion testimony with 

King Agrippa was because he knew the king believed the Old 

Testament prophesies (Acts 26:27). Also, the dramatic changes 

in Paul’s life are consistent with the fact that he had seen the 

risen Messiah. What else could turn a man from being a fer-

vent persecutor of Christians to one of the most committed 

followers of Christ? Paul went from being the hunter to being 

the hunted because he met the Savior, and he was willing to 

give his life to share the good news of Jesus Christ.  

Paul utilized several approaches to sharing the gospel. In 

Thessalonica and many other places, “he reasoned with them 

from the Scriptures” to point them to Christ (Acts 17:2). As we 

discussed in a previous devotional, Paul started with creation 

when witnessing to pagan philosophers. When Paul and his 

companions entered the temple to make the offerings required 

for their vow (Acts 21:26), he also shared his testimony before 

the angry mob that had him arrested (Acts 22:1–21).  

Not many have a testimony that compares to Paul’s, but every 

Christian has been saved from sin and can tell others of God’s 

grace. Also, when you explain how the Lord has worked in 

your life, you demonstrate how Christianity is relevant to eve-

ry area of life. 

Answers in Genesis Devotional:  Acts of the Apostles Part 11 
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Last month we began a series of articles on the "Armor of 

God." You and I are engaged in a desperate warfare: a 

spiritual warfare. If we are not properly prepared, we are 

sitting ducks. 

Our Imperative: The Bible commands us, with all urgen-

cy, to "put on the whole armor of God." What is this? What 

does this really mean? 

Notice that we must be completely armed: one or two piec-

es won't do. And the time to "put it on" is before the battle 

begins, not during. And we are already on enemy turf! 

Paul's Armament List: In Ephesians 6, Paul provides us 

with a detailed description of the Armor of God. The de-

tailed description of the armor may stem from Paul's being 

chained to a Roman soldier while in prison awaiting trial.  

Actually, the Holy Spirit is consistent in His use of idioms: 

these same elements had been alluded to in the Old Testa-

ment.  

The first item on Paul's list is to be: 

Girded With Truth: "Stand there-

fore, having your loins girt about with 

truth..." Ephesians 6:14 

"What is Truth?" the famed Roman 

procurator cynically asked rhetorical-

ly. Few of us have the will to raise the 

question ourselves. And yet a mo-

ment's consideration quickly reveals 

that truth is our most precious treas-

ure to be coveted. Truth is the key to 

success, fulfillment, victory, or achiev-

ing any worthwhile goal. The pursuit of truth is our great-

est challenge in every one of our endeavors. 

This "fabulous century" has ushered in astonishing chang-

es in the realms of technology and yet, strangely, it has 

also probed new depths of darkness with devastating wars 

and monstrous new weapons, yielding the bloodiest, most 

revolutionary, most unpredictable century of any in histo-

ry. 

Perhaps most fearsome of all, it has also ushered in a 

wholesale abandonment of truth. In any cultural war, 

truth is the first casualty. 

A Culture Committed to the Pursuit of Truth?  Early 

in this century, many "intellectuals" in our society became 

enamored with the doctrines of Freudianism, the material-

ism of Feurbach, the nihilism of Nietzsche, the dialectic of 

Hegel, the communism of Marx, along with Behaviorism, 

Socialism, Existentialism ("do your own thing"), Rational-

ism, Fabianism, and Humanism. 

David Breese's recent book, Seven Men Who Rule the 

World From the Grave, highlights the impacts of Charles 

Darwin, Karl Marx, George Wellhausen, Sigmund Freud, 

John Maynard Keynes, Soren Kierkegaard and, of course, 

John Dewey. 

Through the teachings of John Dewey's humanism, his athe-

ism, amorality, evolution, and one-world socialism permeated 

our educational system and excluded from our textbooks the 

moral and Biblical teachings which had been the bedrock of 

our American culture. 

The continual upscaling of school budgets has resulted in 

depressingly poorer performances. One would presume that 

this was a result of poor or inept management. 

The astonishing shock that awaits anyone looking into this 

seriously, is that this is the intended result! 

The deliberate dumbing-down of America is precisely the sub-

versive goal of Goals 2000, Outcome Based Education and 

related programs.  

The Ostracism of Truth: Alan Bloom was proba-

bly the most surprised when his book, The Closing 

of the American Mind-after 30 years at University 

of Chicago-made the cover of a major news maga-

zine a few years ago. In our strive to be "open" to 

multiculturalism, we have abandoned the quest for 

truth-in fact, denying its existence-in exchange for 

"value relativism." 

We have disconnected ourselves from the benefits 

of 2,000 years of the painful lessons we call West-

ern Civilization. Alan Bloom demonstrated, from 

simply a secular background, that relativism is 

intellectually and morally bankrupt. Our American youth 

have thus been disenfranchised from our Christian heritage. 

How will one find truth if he is convinced it doesn't exist? 

Now, two generations of graduates have been subjected to 

these godless philosophies through our schools. The children 

from this background have now become the parents, teachers, 

political leaders, new media people, playwrights, actors, en-

tertainers, clergymen, business and professional people. Igno-

rant of the great moral and religious strengths of our country, 

they were unable to impart these to the new generation. 

What are the results? 

Neo-Paganism: Modern cultic, pagan religions have built 

their appeal on this vacuum. The mind reels in the attempt to 

understand the insanity of paganism. No one knows how 

much of the substance of life has been poured out before the 

graven images of time, upon the stained altars of gods who 

are not, and of demons who are. The statues of deities are 

few, but the gods of the mind are many. 

The modern New Age Movement insists that beings who 

choose to live "in harmony with nature," moving along the 

The Armor of God: Our Quest for Truth by Chuck Missler 
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tomorrow what he 

believes today.  
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lines of its "life force," will discover happiness and be part 

of the great utopian wave of the future. The New Age 

Movement carries its propaganda everywhere, calling peo-

ple to cooperate with the destiny they say is built into the 

social structure. 

Moral Free Fall: A spiritually apathetic society hardly 

murmured when in 1962, citing no precedents, a "liberal" 

Supreme Court abolished prayer from the public schools 

and the next year abolished Bible reading from the 

schools. 

From that time on, there was a startling rise in teenage 

pregnancies: up 556%; venereal disease: up 226%. (Now, 

35,000 new cases of VD per day!) 

Family divorce had declined for 15 years; then it tripled 

each year since. Over 80 social indicators tell the same 

story. 

S.A.T. scores had previously been stable. Then they start-

ed their remarkable continuing decline. (In attempt to 

mask the embarrassing results, the basis of the scores 

have been recently revised downwards. The home school-

ers will still betray the federal charade 

with their conspicuously outstanding per-

formances.) 

Moral teaching, proper standards, and 

respect for rules have been removed from 

our schools. Meaningless courses in 

"values clarification" and the tenets of 

Secular Humanism (classified as a religion 

by the Supreme Court in 1961) have been 

substituted. 

The high principles that made America 

great have been lost. Not just among the lower classes, but 

in the highest offices in the land. There no longer appears 

to be any connection between character and destiny. Peo-

ple claim that "morals have changed." God makes morals 

and He didn't change His mind. God hates wickedness. 

Our Quest: The manifest contradictions of our present 

predicament result from so few persons today taking the 

time to evaluate the issues, agree with the true, and resist 

the false. Most are borne along by streams of influence 

managed by others inimical to their interests. 

Most of the assumptions that govern our society, our na-

tion, and our families demand re-examination. The shock 

is that they all are false; most from deliberate deceit. 

Yet, determining the nature of reality in our world is the 

cornerstone of our living. A man puts into practice tomor-

row what he believes today. To believe in the wrong model 

of history or the wrong purpose of living can lead to griev-

ous errors, great tragedies, and devastating consequences. 

The correct-true-view of man, God, and history is the key 

to sanity, survival, and fulfillment for each of us. 

Where do you find truth? If we search diligently we will even-

tually discover that the "truth" of the world consists of convic-

tions of convenience and political correctness in its many 

forms. Pandered to us by those who would manipulate us to 

their own agenda, it proves fragile and crumbles when relied 

upon; hardly the stuff to build our lives upon. 

It should come as no surprise that Paul begins his list of spir-

itual armor with "being girded with truth." The real truth: 

the Word of God. 

The Roman Girding: The Roman belt was 6-8 inches wide; 

all the body armor and weapons were attached to it. As a sol-

dier's belt gave ease and freedom of movement, so truth gives 

freedom with self, others, and God. 

All was prepared before, not during, the battle! You can't 

postpone the gaining of combat knowledge to when you 

"need" it! 

One definition of truth is when the Word and Deed become 

one. The ultimate truth is the fulfillment of God's promises in 

His Messiah. God's Word had committed Him to provide what 

we need in His Son. Jesus was the fulfillment of that commit-

ment. 

Jesus saith unto him, I am the Way, the 

Truth, and the Life: no man cometh unto the 

Father, but by me. John 14:6 

This is the basis of our armor in any spiritu-

al battle. All other elements of our warfare 

derive from this. 

The Prophetic Perspective: The Bible 

repeatedly portrays a rise in lies and deceit 

to be a characteristic of the last days. The 

final world leader will exploit signs and lying 

wonders. He will be anticipated by doctrines of demons.  

After all, who is the god of this world? Satan. What is his pri-

mary weapon? Deceit. So why are we surprised as we view 

the storms on our present horizon? 

Let's Get Personal: What is our most dangerous source of 

lies? Ourselves! God desires truth in our inward parts. This is 

why we are admonished to "take every thought captive." This 

brings us to a key "life verse": 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 

ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 

God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed 

to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 

mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 

and perfect, will of God. Romans 12:1, 2 

Only by renewing our minds-and challenging the lies that 

drive our society-can we achieve a better destiny than the 

fate toward which we now stumble.       Continued next month 
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Wisdom, having solemnly warned rebellious scorners, now instructs her dutiful chil- dren. 

The dark question long before asked—“Where shall wisdom be found?” (Job 28:12, 20, 

21)—is now answered. It is here set before us as the fear and knowledge of God (Pro 2:5); a 

principle of practical godliness (Pro 2:7-9); a preservation from besetting tempta- tions (Pro 

2:10-19); and a guide into the right and safe path (Pro 2:20). Hence follow the se- curity of 

its scholars (Pro 2:21), and the certain ruin of its ungodly despisers (Pro 2:22). 

The rules for its attainment are such as the simplest comprehension can apply. Care- fully 

pondered, and diligently improved, they will furnish a key for the understanding of the 

whole Word of God. Let us examine them more distinctly. 

Receive my words. Let them be “the seed cast into the ground of an honest and good heart” 

(Luk 8:15), a heart prepared of God (Pro 16:1). Read the Book of God as one who “sat at the 

feet of Jesus, and heard His word” (Luk 10:39). Like the Bereans, “receive it with all readi-

ness” (Act 17:11); like the Thessalonians, with reverential faith, acknowledging its su-

preme authority (1Th 2:13). Hide my commandments with thee. Carry them about with 

thee as thy choicest treasure for greater security (Col 3:16, with Mat 13:44); as thy furni-

ture always at hand for present use (Pro 4:20, 21; 7:3; Job 22:22). Let the heart be the hid-

ing-place for the treasure (Luk 2:19, 51; Psa 119:11). Satan can never snatch it thence. 

But there must be an active, practical habit of attention. Yet to incline the ear, and apply 

the heart—“who is sufficient for these things” (2Co 2:16)? Oh, my God! let it be Thine own 

work on me—in me. Thou alone canst do it. Let it be with me, as with Thy Beloved Son: 

“Waken my ear morning by morning to hear as the learned” (Isa 50:4). So let me under Thy 

grace, “incline mine ear, and hear, that my soul may live” (Isa 55:3). 

Without this spirit of prayer, there may be attention and earnestness, yet not one spiritual 

impression upon the conscience, not one ray of Divine light in the soul. Earthly wisdom is 

gained by study; heavenly wisdom by prayer. Study may form a Biblical scholar; prayer 

puts the heart under a heavenly tutorage, and therefore forms the wise and spiritual 

Christian. The Word first comes into the ears; then it enters into the heart; there it is safe-

ly hid; thence rises the cry, the lifting up of the voice. Thus, “the entrance of thy words 

giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple” (Psa 119:130). God keeps the key of 

the treasure house in His own hand. “For this He will be enquired of” (Eze 36:37) to open it 

unto thee. We look for no other inspiration than Divine grace to make His Word clear and 

impressive. Every verse read and meditated on furnishes mate- rial for prayer. Every text 

prayed over opens a mine of “unsearchable riches,” with a light from above, more clear and 

full than the most intelligent exposition. David (Psa 119:18, 

100) and his wise son (1Ki 3:9-12) sought this learning upon their knees; and the most ma- 

tured Christian will continue to the find to lift up his voice for a more enlarged knowledge 

of God (Eph 1:17, 18). 

But prayer must not stand in the stead of diligence. Let it rather give energy to it. The 

miner’s indefatigable pains; his invincible resolution; his untiring perseverance; seeking, 

yea, searching for hid treasures—such must be our searching into the sacred storehouse. 

To read instead of “searching the Scriptures,” is only to skim the surface, and gather up a 

few superficial notions. The rule of success is—Dig up and down the field; and if the search 

be discouraging, dig again. The patient industry of perusal and re- perusal will open the 

embosomed treasure. “Surely there is a vein for the silver” (Job 28:1). Yet what miner 

would be content with the first ore? Would he not search deeper and deeper, until he has 

possessed himself of the whole; not satisfied with taking away much, but determined to 

leave nothing? Thus let us daily explore “the length, and the breadth, and the depth” of our 

boundless stores, until we be “filled with all the fulness of God” (Eph 3:18, 19). 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 

 

Kaitlyn’s Shower 

7 8 9 

 

 

Patty Camp  

Birthday 

10 

 

 
Family Nite      

Supper 

11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 

 

 

Pastor Robert 

 Birthday 

22 23 24 25 26 27 

28  
In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us  

and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.   

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

1 John 4:10, 11 


