
We must be prepared! There is a perfect storm brewing. Most of the areas of our life are at 

critical mass. If there is any time in our lives where prayer proves to be a necessary part of 

our daily life, it is today! Prayer is one of the four main vehicles that help us exercise our 

faith in Christ Jesus. Prayer is one of the four integral elements we are to be focused on as 

the children of God.  The other three are worship, the study of scripture, and fellowship with 

the saints. (Acts 2:42) These four are the foundation of our experience, intimacy, and growth 

with our Heavenly Father in the body of Christ. The importance of prayer in every segment 

of our discipleship with our Lord Jesus was demonstrated last month with our Revival Pray-

er with Dr. Krabbendam 

In the Luke 11 passage containing The Lord’s Prayer, notice the Lord Jesus begins His les-

son to us on prayer with the presupposition that we will be praying, saying: “When you 

pray…” The Creator of our world teaches us what He wants to hear from us! Think about 

this for a minute, Almighty God wants to hear from us! This strongly suggests that our 

Heavenly Father has an ear for us! Understand this is a privilege given to us, “we have God’s 

ears,” indeed! Another amazing, fantastic and exciting blessing from our Heavenly Father, 

and wonders of all wonders is He answers us! Please take the time to have a conversation 

with your Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Go to Luke chapter eleven and remind yourself of 

content of your prayers and then keep reading to the end of the thirteenth verse. Christ Je-

sus gives us an illustration covering the contents, frequency and expectation for the efficacy 

of our prayers to Him. The Apostle Paul adds through the leading of the Holy Spirit: “With 

all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert 

with all perseverance and petition for all the saints ...” Ephesians 6:18 

Charles Spurgeon adds: Your wants were innumerable, and therefore the supplies have been 

infinitely great, and your prayers have been as varied as the mercies have been countless. 

Then have you not cause to say, “I love the Lord, because He hath heard the voice of my sup-

plication”? For as your prayers have been many, so also have been God’s answers to them. 

He has heard you in the day of trouble, has strengthened you, and helped you, even when 

you dishonored Him by trembling and doubting at the mercy-seat. Remember this, and let it 

fill your heart with gratitude to God, who has thus graciously heard your poor weak prayers. 

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits.” 

Without the exercise of the spiritual discipline of prayer can anyone really believe and come 

to know and trust the Triune God? Dear ones, the desired goal is a more intimate relation-

ship with our Heavenly Father, increased experience of the power and presence of the Holy 

Spirit and the Lord Jesus Christ, and to glorify and enjoy Him. Be prepared and stay under 

the Shadow of the Almighty! 
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cred assemblies. Though you offer Me burnt offerings and 

your grain offerings, I will not accept them, nor will I regard 

your fattened peace offerings. Take away from Me the noise 

of your songs, for I will not hear the melody of your stringed 

instruments. But let justice run down like water, and right-

eousness like a mighty stream. (Amos 5:21–24, emphasis 

added) 

If our heart is not right before Him, even our songs of praise 

are repulsive to God. He desires true righteousness of heart, 

and He hates hypocrisy. In fact, God takes this issue so seri-

ously that He would rather have had someone shut the tem-

ple doors than allow the continuance of empty worship: 

Oh that there were one among you who would shut the 

doors, that you might not kindle fire on my altar in vain! I 

have no pleasure in you, says the Lord of hosts, and I will 

not accept an offering from your hand. (Malachi 1:10, ESV) 

This is not a side issue to God. You may be able to fool every-

one else into thinking you’ve “got it together” spiritually—

you might even be able to convince yourself of the same 

thing—but God is not fooled. “For the Lord does not see as 

man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the 

Lord looks at the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7).  

Today’s big idea: worship God with your life—not just your 

lips. 

What to pray: ask God to reveal the true condition of your 

heart. 

Answers in Genesis Devotional:  Praise God, Part 2 

When Is Worship Wrong? By Erik Lutz 

The Samaritan woman wondered about the proper place to 

worship God. The response she received from Jesus: 

“These people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor 

Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me. And in vain 

they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of 

men.” (Matthew 15:8–9) 

The Jewish scribes and Pharisees approached Jesus and 

asked Him, “Why do Your disciples transgress the tradition 

of the elders?” (Matthew 15:2). These Jewish leaders be-

lieved Christ’s followers were in the wrong, but as He often 

did, Jesus turned the question back on them: “Why do you 

also transgress the commandment of God because of your 

tradition?” (Matthew 15:3). 

Jesus pointed out a spiritual trap that the Jews fell into over 

and over again throughout the Old Testament. These people 

did not lack religious fervor or commitment; in fact, they 

performed the external elements of traditional worship per-

fectly. However, as we see in today’s passage, God is not im-

pressed by outward displays of worship. He looks through 

the ceremony and sees the condition of every heart, and 

when our heart is far from God, all our offerings of “worship” 

are “in vain.”  

This problem of hypocrisy in worship is certainly not limited 

to ancient Israel. Tragically, our modern Sunday morning 

“worship service” can often be filled with hypocritical idola-

try just like that of the Jewish scribes and Pharisees. Re-

member God’s rebuke of Israel spoken by the prophet Amos: 

I hate, I despise your feast days, and I do not savor your sa-

Luke begins our account in chapter 11 saying: “1 It hap-

pened that while Jesus was praying in a certain place, after 

He had finished, one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, 

teach us to pray just as John also taught his disciples.” 2 

And He said to them, “ When you pray, say: 

  ‘ Father, hallowed be Your name. 

    Your kingdom come. 

3 ‘Give us each day our daily bread. 

4 ‘And forgive us our sins, 

    For we ourselves also forgive everyone who is indebted to 

us. 

    And lead us not into temptation. ’” 

5 Then He said to them, “ Suppose one of you has a friend, 

and goes to him at midnight and says to him, ‘Friend, lend 

me three loaves; 6 for a friend of mine has come to me from a 

journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; 7 and from 

inside he answers and says, ‘Do not bother me; the door has 

already been shut and my children and I are in bed; I cannot 

get up and give you anything. ’ 8 I tell you, even though he 

will not get up and give him anything because he is his 

friend, yet because of his persistence he will get up and give 

him as much as he needs. 

9 “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and 

you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10 For eve-

ryone who asks, receives; and he who seeks, finds; and to 

him who knocks, it will be opened. 11 Now suppose one of 

you fathers is asked by his son for a fish; he will not give him 

a snake instead of a fish, will he? 12 Or if he is asked for an 

egg, he will not give him a scorpion, will he? 13 If you then, 

being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 

much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 

those who ask Him! (NASB) 

       

   Pastor Robert 
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The first direction:  First, to that end, be watchful over our 

thoughts.  Do not take liberty to let your hearts run too far in 

the things of the earth. What time you have for meditation, 

let it be as much as can be reserved for spiritual things. Most 

men and women think they may take liberty in their 

thoughts. Why, the thing in itself is not unlawful! Aye, but 

your thoughts will steal upon you and affect your heart very 

much. Therefore, watch narrowly over your thoughts, and 

keep them within Scripture bounds. 

The second direction:  Be humbled much for sin, for that 

will take off the heart from earthly mindedness. Earthly 

minded men, who have earthly and drossy hearts, have not 

known what the weight and burden of sin mean. Just let God 

lay the weight and burden of sin upon the soul, for that will 

take the soul off from earthly things quickly! Oh, those that 

have gone on in the world in a secure condition and have 

never known what trouble of conscience for sin meant have 

grown seared in those earthly content-

ments. But those men that have had the 

weight of sin lie upon them know what it 

is to have to deal with an infinite God! In 

bearing the burden of the wrath of an 

incensed Deity, such men know that they 

have other things to look after than the 

things of the earth. If God would just 

humble your hearts, the humiliation of 

your spirits would quicken you, take off 

the dullness and deadness of your spirits, 

and stir you up to look after things other 

than the things of this life. 

The third direction: Further, set the example of the saints 

before you who have been the most precious servants of God 

in former times. Note how they counted themselves as pil-

grims and strangers here on the earth. At your leisure, read 

Hebrews 11:13: "These all died in faith, not having received 

the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were per-

suaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they 

were strangers and pilgrims on the earth." 

Mark, therefore, how it follows in the 37th verse, "They were 

stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain 

with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and 

goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented." Who were 

these people? They were those "of whom the world was not 

worthy: they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in 

dens and caves of the earth (Heb 11:38), and yet were such 

precious saints of God that the world was not worthy of 

them. Now, when we set before us how joyfully these serv-

ants of the Most High went through all their wilderness con-

dition, this should make us ashamed of our earthly minded-

ness and thus be a mighty help to us. 

The fourth direction:  Then, if we consider the great ac-

count that we are to give for all earthly things, you will note 

that you only look upon the comfort of them. But consider 

the account you must give for them. This would be a means 

to take off the heart from earthly mindedness. And consider, 

what if you were now to die and go the way of all flesh. What 

good would it be to me to remember what contentments and 

pleasures I had in the earth?  

The fifth direction:  But above all, set Jesus Christ before 

you and be meditating on the death of Jesus Christ. That is 

the great thing that will take the heart from the things of the 

earth. Be looking upon Christ crucified, how He Who was the 

Lord of heaven and earth put Himself into such a low condi-

tion merely to redeem us! Conversing much with the death of 

Jesus Christ deadens the heart much to the world. In Philip-

pians 3, we have a notable text for that in the example of 

Paul. He counted all things as dung and dross for Jesus 

Christ. In the 8th verse, "Yea doubtless, and I count all 

things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 

Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all 

things, and do count them but dung, that I 

may win Christ." Then, in the 10th verse, 

"That I may know him, and the power of 

his resurrection, and the fellowship of his 

sufferings, being made conformable unto 

his death.–  

Paul desired to be so conformable to the 

very death of Christ that he counted all 

things in the world but as dung and dross 

in comparison of that. Paul had the death 

of Christ before his eyes and meditated 

much on the death of Christ, and that 

meditation had a great impression upon his spirit. That 

made him count all these things as dross, as dog's meat by 

comparison, that he might have fellowship with the death of 

Christ. 

Perhaps some of you think of the glory of Christ in heaven, 

and that may, for the present, make you less worldly. But let 

me entreat you to meditate on the death of Christ and know 

that there is an excellency in conformity even to the death of 

Christ, such an excellency that may take your hearts from 

the things of the world! It is said of the king of France that 

he, asking once about an eclipse, said, "I have so much busi-

ness in the earth that I take little notice of the things of 

heaven." 

0 my brethren! To close all this, I beseech you, let not this be 

said concerning any of you, that you have such and such 

worldly enjoyments that you cannot inquire about Jesus 

Christ. Do not plead that you have such great business, that 

you had so much to do in this earth, that you take little no-

tice of the things of heaven. Surely, the saints of God have 

their business in heaven as we shall, God willing, see hereaf-

ter. Their city business, their trading, their aims, their bent 

is higher than the things of this earth. 

There are things that a man may let out his thoughts and 

affections to as much as he wants. This shows the vanity of 

 

...watch narrowly over 

your thoughts, and keep 

them within Scripture 

bounds. 

Freedom From Earthly Mindedness by Jeremiah Burroughs (1599-1646) 
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the things of this world, that a man needs to be very wary 

how much he minds them. He cannot enjoy the comforts of 

this earth without some fear. But now, when he comes to 

converse with heaven, there he may let himself out to the 

uttermost. That shows the excellency of these things. You 

that are poor and lowly in the things of this earth, do not be 

discomforted because there is a charge from God that men 

should not mind these things. Surely there is no great mat-

ter in them since God charges that we should not mind them. 

0 the excellency lies in things above that are heavenly and 

spiritual, where the saints have their conversation! 

Free Grace Broadcaster, #249, Chapel Library 

A holy man will follow after spiritual mindedness. 

He will endeavor to set his affections entirely on 

things above and to hold things on earth with a 

very loose hand. He will not neglect the business of 

the life that now is, but the first place in his mind 

and thoughts will be given to the life to come.   

-J. C. Ryle 

palace guard who had been exposed to the Gospel. Paul may 

be in prison but “the word of God is not bound” (2 Tim. 2:9). 

For the apostle, the evangelism of the praetorian guard was 

worth any suffering on his part. Despite his difficult predica-

ment, Paul was able to rejoice because he perceived another 

agenda, one which took into consideration greater motives 

than his own immediate comfort.  

Paul had enemies who were determined to do him wrong. 

Shockingly, they were fellow preachers of the Gospel who 

were envious of Paul’s success and popularity. They 

preached so as to aggravate Paul’s sufferings, supposing that 

by their actions they would “afflict me in my imprisonment” 

(Phil. 1:17). Some were evidently quite pleased to see the 

apostle receive what they considered to be what 

he deserved.  

Paul was at the mercy of the Roman judiciary. In the very 

first chapter he had spoken of the possibility of death (Phil. 

1:20). Later, he enlarges on it by suggesting, “I am to be 

poured out as a drink offering” (2:17). It is a realistic 

acknowledgement on the apostle’s part that his toils and 

suffering could lead to martyrdom. Is the apostle downcast? 

Is he resentful? Not at all! “I am glad and rejoice with you 

all,” he adds. 

Joy Incarnate:  Can we define with greater clarity what 

this joy is from what Paul writes in Philippians? Two theo-

logical truths bring the source of joy into focus. First, Joy is 

the outworking of our union with Christ. God created us, and 

then re-created us in Christ, so as to form deep and lasting 

relationships; they are the source of our greatest joys. But no 

relationship surpasses our fellowship with Jesus Christ in 

the Gospel. Paul began his letter to the Philippians by re-

minding his Christian readers of their relationship to Jesus 

Christ: they were “in Christ” (1:1). By doing so, Paul under-

lined a fundamental truth. Faith, as Jesus reminded His 

disciples, is a believing “into” Christ (John 14:12). Faith in-

volves a union in which we totally depend upon the resources 

of another. This truth was elaborated upon in Jesus’ horti-

A Light in Dark Places by Derek Thomas 

“The Holy Spirit has exhorted the faithful to continue clap-

ping their hands for joy until the advent of the promised Re-

deemer,” wrote John Calvin in a comment on Psalm 47:1–2. 

Paul would heartily concur! Writing from a prison cell from 

which he had no certain knowledge of escaping other than to 

his execution, joy is what came to mind. Joy is what the epis-

tle to the Philippians is all about. So much is Philippians 

about joy that George B. Duncan once referred to it as “the 

life of continual rejoicing.” The opposite of joy is misery, and 

miserable is something we are not meant to be. The Reform-

ers caught the centrality of joy in the affections of Christians 

when they insisted that our chief goal in life is to “glorify 

God and enjoy Him forever” (WSC, Q. 1). 

Christians are tempted, of course, to be discouraged and de-

pressed by the force of overwhelming circumstances. But in 

such circumstances, we must tell ourselves that we have no 

right to feel the way we do! Paul, who knew what it was to be 

in prison, to be beaten and spat upon, to be cold shouldered 

and ignored, commands us to rejoice, despite what we may 

feel: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice” 

(Phil. 4:4). 

Joy Portrayed:  Paul was never one to ask others to do 

what he did not do himself. That is why, throughout the rec-

ord of his life, we can detect his joy even in the most difficult 

and testing of situations. 

Incarcerated for obedience to the Gospel, the apostle is de-

nied his freedom and dignity. He may well be dealing with 

personal resentment of his circumstances. Certainly, the 

Philippians were at pains to understand the wisdom of it all: 

that the most useful servant God had was cooped up in pris-

on. Some were questioning the wisdom or sovereignty of God. 

Some may have been questioning both!  

Paul’s feelings may well have dictated that depression, re-

sentment, or anger was the fitting response. Instead, the 

apostle looks for the good in his circumstances. As a result of 

his imprisonment there were certain members of Caesar’s 
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our feelings is to challenge them: “Why are you cast down, O 

my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? Hope in 

God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation and my God” 

(Ps. 42:11). 

Far too often we spend our days in misery and gloom, all 

because we are not taking what we know to be true about 

God and His control over our lives seriously. We must pray 

and ask God for strength to overcome our depressive, melan-

choly states. There is such a thing as a will that will not 

bend to God’s. We can become hardened, refusing to see the 

good hand of God. It is a cancer that will destroy us. 

Second, no matter what our circumstances may be, we must 

seek for the interpretation that forces us to rejoice. We are to 

“rejoice in our sufferings” too (Rom. 5:3). I think of the story 

of Horatio Spafford, a businessman in Chicago in 1873 who 

lost his entire business in the Chicago fires. Sending his wife 

and four daughters across to England on the SS. Ville de 

Havre, he was to learn that the vessel struck another 

(the Lochearn) in the mid-Atlantic with the loss of 261 lives 

including his four daughters. Mrs. Spafford, who had been 

rescued, sent him a cable that read: “Survived alone.” Board-

ing the next available ship to meet her, Horatio was to be 

told by the captain of the vessel of the very spot where his 

daughters had drowned. It was then that he wrote 

these lines: 

When peace like a river attendeth my way, 

When sorrows like sea-billows roll, 

Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say, 

It is well, it is well with my soul. 

That is the way God wants us to live. We have no right to 

expect that our lives are going to be free from trouble. But in 

every circumstance, if we are the Lord’s people, we are as-

sured of God’s care and providence. He is working out every 

detail. There are no mistakes with Him (Rom. 8:32ff.). Every 

moment of our existence is cause enough for joy: the good 

and the bad together should integrate to form a hallelujah 

symphony to the praise of Almighty God.   

Tabletalk Magazine 

cultural analogy: He is the vine, we are the branches (John 

15). Jesus assures His disciples: “These things I have spoken 

to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 

full” (v. 11). It is not clear whether Jesus meant to say that 

believers were the recipients of joy or the objects of joy. Both 

are probably intended. Christ restores to us — who have lost 

all joy — the joy He finds in us! And as He sees us bearing 

the kind of fruit we ought to, including, of course, joy (Gal. 

5:22), it makes Him joyful too! Perhaps now we see the im-

portance of joy in our lives: for it makes the heart of our Sav-

ior glad! 

Second, joy flows from the taste of the sweetness of grace. 

The answer to misery is to remind ourselves of where we 

would be apart from the grace of God. “Grace, tis a charming 

sound,” wrote Philip Doddridge, thereby echoing what Chris-

tians have always felt about God’s dealings with us. Grace is 

the opening and closing salutation of this letter (Phil. 

1:2; 4:23). And following the opening salutation he tells the 

Philippians of how joyful he felt whenever he thought about 

them, adding that the reason for his joy was that “you are all 

partakers with me of grace” (1:7). Christians find their joy in 

the way God has dealt with them.  

Joy springs from knowing the value of what God has given 

us. When Paul became a Christian something happened to 

him: his assessment of the value he placed on the things of 

this world changed. The grace of God became the object of 

his chief delight. By comparison, the world’s baubles he reck-

oned by the Greek word skybala — sensitively ren-

dered rubbish in the English Standard Version, but “dung” is 

more to the point (3:8). By comparison to what God had giv-

en him — a righteousness which is not of his own — Paul is 

constrained to want to know more and more of this wonder-

ful grace of God (3:7–10).  

Joy Commanded:  Two things follow: First, in as far as we 

are able, we must learn to control our feelings. There are 

various kinds of depression, to be sure, and some are the 

result of complex physical and psychological disorders. But 

there are times when we are spiritually depressed for no 

good reason. There are times when the best thing to do with 
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Love Is a Witness to the World 

To bear one another’s burdens is to “fulfill the law of Christ.” 

This law of Christ is (most likely) Jesus’ command “to love 

one another” (John 13:34). Fulfilling this law is a witness: 

the world will know that we are Jesus’ disciples as we keep it 

(v. 35). First John 4:12 reads, “No one has ever seen God; if 

we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfect-

ed in us.” God intends this broken and fragmented world to 

see the burden-bearing love of His children for one another. 

The world need look no further than the church family to see 

an example of the love of God in Christ. 

As a pastor of a loving congregation, I have been the recipi-

ent of a lot of burden-bearing love over the years. As I write 

this piece, I am with my son Jacob at the Children’s Hospital 

of Philadelphia. This stay is not his first, and it will not be 

his last. I have every confidence that he is being lifted up in 

prayer, that meals are ready to be made at a moment’s no-

tice, and that transportation help for the rest of the family is 

available. This burden-bearing love has meant that these 

medical trials have become occasions of deeper fellowship 

between our family and the church. 

And we are not the only ones. I have seen our members alle-

viate financial burdens through its deacons’ fund, help fami-

lies through acute seasons of financial or emotional stress, 

renovate living spaces for the sick or disabled, pick people up 

for church, and perform countless other deeds of love. This is 

burden-bearing love, and it is happening all over the world in 

local congregations. So if you have burdens, make them 

known, and if you know of another’s burdens, bear them in 

love. For if we love one another, the world will know that we 

are His disciples.   

Galatians is famous for Paul’s explanation and clarification 

of the gospel for those who had been confused by false teach-

ers. This gospel is the preeminent display of God’s love (see 

Rom. 5:8; 1 John 4:10), so it is not surprising that after clari-

fying the gospel, Paul clarifies love itself. Those who know 

that Christ loved them by bearing the burden of their sin 

also know that to love is to bear the burdens of their brothers 

and sisters in the church. To love one another like this is to 

“fulfill the law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2). This means that love has 

new meaning for Christians. 

Love Is Not a Feeling 

We easily misunderstand love. We feel bad for someone, and 

we think we have loved them. We feel sympathy and miscon-

strue it as love. We want to help, but don’t, but then soothe 

ourselves by saying, “At least I cared.” None of this qualifies 

as love in the biblical sense. Love is defined by covenant and 

action. Emotion may accompany love, but mere emotion is 

not sufficient. In fact, true love persists when emotions fail. 

To serve one another “through love” (Gal. 5:13) and to “fulfill 

the law of Christ” (see John 13:34; 15:12) is to lift a burden 

from them. 

What does it look like to bear one another’s burdens, to love 

“in deed and in truth” (1 John 3:18)? When you wonder if 

someone could use a ride home from church, you offer to take 

them. When you wonder how someone is doing, you call 

them. When you think of what a financial burden that car 

repair must have been for your neighbor and you can help do 

a little bit to ease the pain, you write them a check. When 

you wonder if someone else will help, you remind yourself 

that you are that someone. You help. Possible scenarios that 

call us to bear another’s burdens are endless. The point is 

that love isn’t content with feelings; it presses through to 

action. 

Love Marks the Church 

The local church is preeminently a place of love. Paul gives 

the church family a special priority: “So then, as we have 

opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially those 

who are of the household of faith” (Gal. 6:10). Just as we eas-

ily misunderstand love, we can easily misunderstand fellow-

ship. Fellowship is not based on preferences but on the bond 

of the Spirit. Our default mode is to care for those like us 

and to inquire after the needs of those whose company we 

most enjoy. But the Spirit compels us to bear the burdens of 

others in the church simply because they are one with us in 

Christ. We love others in the church as Jesus has loved us 

(John 13:34); we bear the burdens of their weakness, their 

sin, and their uncleanness. We see these burdens of our 

brothers and sisters not as impositions upon our life but as 

opportunities for our love. 

 

Bear One Another’s Burdens by James L. Harvey  
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It is the special gift of the serpent that he is not only able 

to construct his own diabolical versions of the things of 

God but that he is able in turn to disguise what he is do-

ing. He creates a fake, and then turns around and disguis-

es it as something safe 

and innocuous. That is, he is not only the false prince of a 

false kingdom, but those who are citizens of his realm have 

no idea that that is where they live. Because, for instance, 

the separation of church and state is an enshrined princi-

ple of these United States, precious few recognize that the 

statism we have embraced as a culture isn’t merely bad 

politics, it is bad theology. That is, the problem with stat-

ism isn’t ultimately the intrusiveness of the state, but the 

presumption of the state. The problem isn’t that they con-

trol our lives, but that they think they are God. The affront 

isn’t to our liberties, but to God’s prerogatives. Would that 

we were more zealous to protect His authority than to pro-

tect our petty liberties.  

Consider the Lord’s prayer through the eyes of the average 

American. While the federal government is writing checks 

to “artists” whose work consists of crucifixes floating in 

jars of urine, or images of the virgin Mary covered in ele-

phant dung, it is at the same time seeking to make it a 

crime to “desecrate” the flag. How many of us understand 

what desecration is? It means to make unholy, or to treat 

that which is holy as unholy. Our fathers in Washington 

insist that their flag must be hallowed, it must be treated 

as holy. 

When the citizen of heaven prays, he asks God that we on 

earth might come to obey and rejoice in our Lord as those 

who have entered their reward already do. We want to be 

as obedient as those who are in glory. When the citizen of 

these United States prays, he asks the state to impose our 

will on other nations, as it is imposed here. He asks that 

this kingdom would, even with carnal weapons, bring our 

vision of paradise to bear on every corner of the globe. We 

call it exporting democracy. 

When the citizen of heaven prays, he asks God for his daily 

bread. When the citizen of these United States prays, he 

asks his god to provide his daily bread, his college loan, his 

mortgage insurance, his health care, his prescription 

drugs. He asks his god to make sure the stock market 

keeps climbing. He asks his god to provide jobs and a 

chicken in every pot. He even is brazen enough to ask for 

miracles. A hundred years ago a great epidemic passed 

over this land. Thousands died of influenza, and the nation 

responded in prayer, to the living God. Twenty years ago, a 

new epidemic began to spread in America. Once again 

Americans prayed. The difference this time is they bowed 

toward Washington, asking the state to cure AIDS. 

When the citizen of heaven prays, he asks God that his 

debts might be forgiven, as he forgives the debts of others. 

When the citizen of these United States prays, he asks the 

state to create more debts, to cover his own debts. He asks 

the bankrupt state to borrow still more money from the fu-

ture, so that he too can continue to borrow more money from 

the future, and pay off those debts in inflated dollars. 

When the citizen of heaven prays, he asks God to lead him 

not into temptation, but to deliver him from evil. When the 

citizen of these United States prays, he asks his god to keep 

him away from evil, to tax his vices, to sue the vice providers, 

to buy airtime to cajole us all to eat better, and buckle our 

seat belts, and if all that fails, to pay the doctors to undo 

our mistakes. 

When the citizen of heaven prays, he affirms that the king-

dom, the power, and the glory all belong to our Father. When 

the citizen of these United States prays, he affirms that the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory belong to the party with 

which he is affiliated. 

God tells us not to put our hope in princes and horses, and 

we, fools that we are, think that because our world is ruled by 

presidents and nuclear missiles, that we have outgrown this 

danger. We would be wise to remember this simple historical 

truth: not a single Christian was martyred in the first centu-

ry because he believed Jesus was the Messiah, because he 

believed Jesus was raised from the dead. Every Christian 

martyr to fall at the hands of the Romans fell for one simple 

reason — he refused to take the pledge of allegiance. The Ro-

man pledge was rather shorter than ours — Caesar ho ku-

rios — Caesar is lord. Tens of thousands of Christians went 

to their death because they confessed the first creed of the 

church — Christos ho Kurios — Christ is Lord. They knew 

where their citizenship lay. If His kingdom is to come in 

greater fullness in our day, if His will is to be done in these 

United States as it is in heaven, then the church of Jesus 

Christ must learn where they are citizens. For His is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory. Amen. 

TableTalk Magazine 

Kingdoms in Conflict by R.C. Sproul Jr.  



Page 8 Chapel Woods Presbyterian Church, PCA 

AZERBAIJAN 

Overview:  As a former Soviet republic on the Caspian Sea, 

Azerbaijan’s churches developed in the wake of the Soviet 

Union’s dissolution. Although Azerbaijan is rich in oil and 

gas reserves, corruption and the country’s authoritarian gov-

ernment have impeded economic growth. Nevertheless, pov-

erty has been reduced and the country’s infrastructure is 

gradually improving.   

Major Religions:  85 percent of Azerbaijanis are Shiite 

Muslims and 2 percent are Christians.  

Persecutor:  Families are the main persecutors of Chris-

tians. Azerbaijan has a shame-honor culture in which those 

who leave Islam are considered to have brought shame on 

the family. The government also pressures Christians with 

heavy fines.  

For many years now, churches have been denied the ability 

to register legally. Secret police attend and sometimes raid 

church meetings, which the government classifies as illegal. 

In 2015, the government published a list of banned religious 

books that included the Old Testament. Those caught with 

banned religious literature are fined. The government is 

tightening restrictions and often asks church leaders to sub-

mit lists of members’ names. Some pastors and leaders feel 

this is an attempt to gather information for later use against 

church members or pastors. Many Christians faithfully 

share Christ with neighbors and family members despite 

legal pressure and possible fines.  

Access To Bibles:  Bibles are difficult to obtain. 

Churches can purchase them, but they cannot be 

printed legally.   

• Pray that the gospel will spread throughout the coun-

try.  

• Pray that churches will be able to safely acquire gov-

ernment registration.  

• Pray for unity and friendship between churches and 

pastors  

• Pray that all believers will be faithful disciples of Je-

sus Christ  

LIBYA 

Overview:  Libya has remained unstable and chaotic 

since the revolution and overthrow of its dictator in 

2011. Three opposing governments vie for control, and 

the conflicts have severely damaged the country’s in-

frastructure and made gospel work in the country ex-

tremely difficult. Many missionaries and indigenous 

believers have been killed in recent years, and evan-

gelical work in the country is ruthlessly opposed.    

Major Religions:  97 percent of Libyans are Sunni 

Muslims. 2 percent are Christians, including very few 

evangelicals.  

Persecutor:  Extremist groups, including the Muslim 

Brotherhood and the self-proclaimed Islamic State (ISIS), 

operate throughout the country. Friends and family also 

severely persecute converts.  

Life is difficult in Libya, and the difficulties are compounded 

for Christians and especially Christian converts from Islam. 

There are few believers in Libya, and it is extremely difficult 

for them to practice their faith openly. Christians are reject-

ed by their Muslim families and friends. They are beaten, 

lose families and jobs, and are sometimes killed. It is un-

known whether any Christians are imprisoned in Libya, but 

it is considered likely. .  

Access To Bibles:  Access to Bibles is severely restricted; 

they are brought into the country with extreme difficulty 

and risk. Christians in Libya take great risks just to own a 

Bible, including digital formats used on smartphones and 

computers.  

• Pray for new churches that are being estab-

lished.  

• Pray that many will be reached through broad-

cast and internet evangelism.  

• Pray that secret believers will have fellowship 

with the Lord and with other Christians.  

• Pray for those who must worship through online 

churches because of persecution.  

• Pray for peace in Libya 

 

Global Prayer Guide from The Voice of the Martyrs  www.persecution.org 
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James closes his letter with a powerful reminder of the na-

ture of Christian community, namely, that real Christians 

care about the members in their own midst who wander: 

My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the 

truth and someone brings him back, let him know that 

whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will 

save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of 

sins. (James 5:19–20) 

To wander is to leave the narrow road that leads to eternal 

life (Matt. 7:13–14) and to start down the broad path that 

leads to destruction. The New Testament gives several con-

crete examples of early Christians who wandered away, 

including Hymenaeus, Alexander, and Demas (1 Tim. 1:20; 

2 Tim. 4:10). 

Wandering can take two forms. On the one hand, the wan-

dering can take a moral form. For example, a church mem-

ber might no longer desire to live by the ethical standards 

of Scripture; perhaps he wants to be unfaithful to his mar-

riage vows. 

Or, wandering can be doctrinal in nature. Here, a church 

member might give up essential tenets of the faith. Perhaps 

he begins to deny the exclusivity of Christ as Savior or jus-

tification by faith alone or biblical understandings of sexu-

ality. 

Wandering can start off subtly—a minor loosening of one’s 

doctrinal conviction on this point, a cutting of one’s moral 

mooring on another. Thus begins a slow drift. That is what 

makes wandering so insidious. Is it any wonder that the 

New Testament is rife with warnings about this? These 

warnings could all be summed by Paul’s words in 1 Corin-

thians 10:12: “Let anyone who thinks that he stands take 

heed lest he fall.” The ever-present threats of the world, the 

flesh, and the devil mean that we must be perpetually vigi-

lant. 

When someone wanders:  In cases of wandering, James 

doesn’t say, “Well, that’s none of our business.” No, he sees 

such wandering as profoundly serious because we are knit 

together in one body. 

Who should bring back the wanderer? James leaves the 

answer broad by saying that this task of turning the wan-

derer should be done by all faithful Christians. 

To “bring back” someone who is wandering toward ungodli-

ness is to reorient him, to point him toward righteousness. 

Our task is not to “unconditionally” love the wanderer (to 

accept his lifestyle or theological choices as he makes ship-

wreck of his life) but to “turn” him. How? By reasoning with 

him from Scripture, pleading with him to repent. That is 

the essence of “speaking the truth in love.” 

Earlier in his letter, James told us how not to use our 

tongues. He ends his epistle by telling us the right way to 

Winning One Another by Carl Robbins  
use our tongues. He calls us to say to the wanderer, “My 

friend, you were on the narrow path, you are getting on the 

broad road that leads to destruction, so turn!” What would we 

say to a person in a burning building? We’d tell them to run. 

How much more should we do so to a person who is in danger 

of eternal judgment? 

God the Holy Spirit turns wanderers back to Himself, but He 

ordinarily uses people to do so, just as He uses means to bring 

people to saving faith in the first place. Just as God will use 

our faithful prayers and proclamation of the gospel for the 

saving of His elect, He will use our faithful exhortations to 

backsliders to be the means of reclaiming them. That’s what 

the Lord did when King David wandered from the truth. The 

Lord sent Nathan to confront the king and call him to repent-

ance (2 Sam. 12). 

God pursues people to turn them back, so to engage in re-

claiming wanderers is a godly action. When we are used by 

Him to call wanderers to turn back to the Lord, we are being 

conformed to His image. 

When the wanderer is brought back:  What happens if 

someone is brought back? The blessings upon him are many, 

and they include the blessings of the ordinary means of grace 

that accompany restoration to the church (the Word, prayer, 

sacraments, fellowship). But James 5:19–20 highlights two 

blessings in particular that come upon the repenting returner. 

First, the former wanderer’s soul is saved from death. Nothing 

less than one’s eternal destiny is at stake when someone wan-

ders. To pull him from the precipice of hell is an act of su-

preme love. 

Second, the sins of the wanderer are covered. “Covering sins” 

comes from the Old Testament picture of the Day of Atone-

ment (Lev. 16), when the high priest would confess the sins of 

the people and sprinkle the blood of the spotless sacrifice upon 

the ark of the covenant in the Holy of Holies, signifying that 

when God looked down at His law (in the ark), what He saw 

was the blood of the lamb and not the broken law. Sins were 

covered by blood. This annual symbolic rite was an acted 

prophecy of the Lamb of God who would perfectly atone for 

sins. When a wandering sinner returns, He is confirmed as 

one for whom Christ died, one for whom the blood of the Lamb 

is an atoning cover. 

How, then, can we not desire to see a soul saved from death 

and his sins covered? Sinful and selfish individualism is the 

only answer. James corrects our self-focus, demanding that we 

be involved in one another’s lives. This is why James keeps 

using the term “brothers.” Professing Christians who wander 

are family members who are straying. We must do what we 

can to help our family when it is in trouble. 

So, whom have you ever pursued to turn them away from the 

way of death? 
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This is the third in our series on the "Armor of God," in the 

hopes of getting better prepared to endure our present 

"Age of Deceit." 

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the 

power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God... 

Having put on the breastplate of righteousness...  

Eph 6:10, 11, 14 

Most of us don't wear battle armor today. Yet here is a 

command in God's Word to appropriate for ourselves the 

weaponry to protect ourselves, or else we are sitting ducks 

in conflicts which we cannot avoid. What is the 

"breastplate of righteousness?" 

The Roman Model 

The Roman breastplate was typically made of bronze, 

backed with leather. It was designed to protect the vital 

area. A blow through this was usually fatal. 

What is your most dangerous vulnera-

bility? Or, alternatively, What is your 

most important stewardship? There are 

many good answers: your family, etc. 

However, I suggest that your most criti-

cal area is your heart. The breastplate 

covered the heart. (A concordance 

search on "heart" can be very instruc-

tive.) 

Keep thy heart with all diligence; for 

out of it are (all) the issues of life. 

Prov 4:23 

National Righteousness 

Alexis de Tocqueville, in his famed analysis of America, 

summarized, "America is great because she is good. If she 

ever ceases to be good, she will cease to be great." 

Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach 

to any people.   Prov 14:34 

During Israel's conquest of the Land of Canaan, personal 

sins resulted in national defeats. Joshua's tragic defeat at 

Ai is but one example. 

When asked, "What is the biggest problem in America?" 

General Norman Schwarzkopf replied, "Lack of integrity." 

When asked the same question, author Larry Abraham 

answered, "Lack of justice." And he subsequently relocated 

himself outside the United States. 

The increasing evidence of corruption in government, in 

business, and in personal lives continues to propel us to-

ward God's judgment on our land. 

Personal Uprightness 

Walking in righteousness means that you actively tell the 

truth and do what is right. David was heavily concerned with 

integrity and uprightness in his personal life. 

Our own commitment to personal integrity needs to extend to 

a fiduciary loyalty to our employer, staying current on our 

payables, and maintaining the sanctity of all of our commit-

ments. But rather than dwell on our own inept pursuit of 

personal righteousness, I believe that there is an even larger 

issue involved here. 

True Righteousness 

People have different ideas about righteousness. We must 

understand that righteousness is something we are, not 

something we do. Righteousness within us affects what we 

do, but what we do does not make us righteous. 

Jesus said, "For I say unto you, That except your righteous-

ness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Phari-

sees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven." 

What a blow for the Jew! They looked up to 

their professional law-keepers-men who 

dedicated themselves to keeping every yot 

and tittle of the law! And even that wasn't 

good enough! [They have been much ma-

ligned in modern NT viewpoints, but they 

were, indeed, a dedicated lot. They fasted 

at least one day a week and gave their sav-

ings to the poor, etc.] 

"Pharisee" means "separated." Separation 

from the world does not mean salvation as 

far as God is concerned. Jesus called them 

liars, vipers, and hypocrites. 

"Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 

are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear 

beautiful outward, but are within full of dead [men's] 

bones, and of all uncleanness. Even so ye also outward-

ly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of 

hypocrisy and iniquity." 

What a stinging rebuke to the religiously righteous individu-

als of that day. (Jesus, whenever encountering sinners of al-

most every kind, was kind, caring, and forgiving. There was 

only one group that invariably encountered His ire: the reli-

gionists pandering their own ritualistic righteousness.) 

These were not the last group of individuals to develop a de-

structive system of self-righteousness in the name of God. 

There are many "very righteous" religions. They always in-

clude steps to entering the kingdom. There are sacraments to 

be kept. Certain prayers prescribed to be offered regularly. 

Special forms of communion and confession which are man-

datory. There often is a specific dress code and other expecta-

tions of social and dietetic performance. 

The Armor of God: The Breastplate of Righteousness by Chuck Missler 

 

The flesh can never be 

trusted to walk in the 

love of God. 
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This all started when Adam and Eve attempted to cover 

themselves with aprons of fig leaves. God replaced them 

with coats of animal skins, teaching them that by the 

shedding of innocent blood they would be covered. This 

was, of course, already pointing to the Cross. 

Religious righteousness can save no one. God says that 

this type of righteousness is as filthy rags. External forms 

of righteousness have always competed with the true faith 

in Christ as the means of salvation and security. 

Religion's Failure 

 The self-righteousness of religion will defile you. It will 

lead to a false sense of security and a deadly form of pride. 

When I shall say to the righteous, that he shall surely 

live; if he trust to his own righteousness, and commit 

iniquity, all his righteousnesses shall not be remem-

bered; but for his iniquity that he hath committed, he 

shall die for it.  Ezekiel 33:13 

Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Phari-

see, and the other a publican. 

The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I 

thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, 

unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in 

the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 

And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so 

much as [his] eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, 

saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. 

I tell you, this man went down to his house justified 

[rather] than the other: for every one that exalteth 

himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth him-

self shall be exalted.   Luke 18:10-14 

(Here was a self-righteous religious hypocrite. Note the 

frequent word, "I"; as he prays "with himself.") 

The flesh can never be trusted to walk in the love of God. 

Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take 

heed lest he fall.   1 Corinthians 10:12 

Putting on His breastplate of righteousness is not "putting 

on" your own good works, integrity, or honesty. It is not 

"putting on" Bible reading and prayer. It is not "putting on" 

church attendance. When we put on the cloak of His right-

eousness, it contrasts with our righteousness. 

And be found in him, not having mine own righteous-

ness, which is of the law, but that which is through the 

faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by 

faith.  Philippians 3:9 

But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this 

wise... 

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Je-

sus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 

raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with 

the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with 

the mouth confession is made unto salvation.  

Romans 10:6, 9-10 

Our awesome righteousness is in Him: 

For he hath made him [to be] sin for us, who knew no 

sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in 

him.  2 Corinthians 5:21 

When the Accuser comes to condemn me, I will be standing in 

God's very own breastplate! Remember, it is only the Bride-

groom that can provide adequate wedding garments. 

How do we do this? 

That ye put off concerning the former conversation the 

old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful 

lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; And 

that ye put on the new man, which after God is created 

in righteousness and true holiness.  Eph 4:22-24 

           Continued next month 
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These six things doth the Lord hate; yea, seven are an abomination unto him: [margin: 

of his soul] A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, An heart 

that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, A false 

witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren. 

Man conceives of God in his heart as “such a one as himself” (Psa 50:21), looking with in-

difference at sin. Here therefore Solomon names six, yea, seven (cp. Pro 30:15-18) abom- 

inations (most of them mentioned in the preceding list) which the Lord hateth—a proud 

look, a lying tongue,  a blood-stained hand.  And, lest we should think that He “looketh 

only on the outward appearance” (1Sa 16:7), the heart, active in devising wickedness,  is 

brought out; and its ready organ, the feet swift in running to mischief (Pro 1:16; Isa 59:7; 

Rom 3:15). How hateful also is the false witness (Zec 8:17), surely reserved by Him for 

judgment! (Pro 19:5; Zec 5:4; Mal 3:5). Let the self-willed separatist remember the double 

stamp (Pro 6:14, 19) upon him that soweth discord among brethren. If the heavenly “dew 

descends upon the brethren that dwell together in unity” (Psa 133), a withering blast will 

fall on those who, mistaking prejudice for principle, “cause divisions” for their own selfish 

ends (Rom 16:17, 18). Fearful is the Lord’s mark upon them: “sensual, having not the Spir-

it.”  If we cannot attain unity of opinion, “perfectly joined together in the same mind, and 

in the same judgment” (1Co 1:10); at least let us cultivate unity of spirit— “Whereto we 

have already attained, let us walk by the same rule; let us mind the same thing” (Phi 3:16). 

 

 

Chapter 12:17 – Lying 

He that speaketh truth sheweth forth righteousness: but a false witness deceit. 

This proverb may appear almost too obvious to need remark. But the Scripture not only 

sets out what is deep and searching, but stamps the everyday truths with the seal of God 

for our more reverential obedience. Yet there is here more than lies on the surface. It 

might seem enough for a faithful witness to speak truth. But no, he must shew forth right-

eousness—what is just, as well as what is true. The best-intentioned purpose must not lead 

us to conceal what is necessary to bring the cause to a righteous issue; “rejoicing not in 

iniquity, but rejoicing in the truth” (1Co 13: 6). 

A false witness does not always deal with open lying, but with deceit—truth misrepresent-

ed, concealed, and thus turned into falsehood. Thus was Doeg a false witness against the 

priests. He states the fact, but by suppression of circumstances gives a false impression 

(1Sa 21:1-7; 22:9, 10). The false witness condemned our Lord by a similar perverse miscon-

struction of His words (Mat 27:63; Joh 2:19-21). Oh, cherish a deep abhorrence of deceit in 

all its forms and beginnings (Pro 13:5; Psa 119:163)! Christian obligation and privilege 

alike forbid it (Eph 4:22, 25). Truth and deceit are not mere moral qualities, but the dis-

tinctive mark of the two classes of the world. Look to it, that the broad stamp of truth and 

righteousness brings out the testimony: “Behold! an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile” 

(Joh 1:47). 
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Proverbs Chapter 6:16-19 – Seven Things the Lord Hates 
by Charles Bridges (1794-1869) 
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