
We have just enjoyed our celebration of Easter. A joyous time of rejoicing and thanksgiving 

for the people of God because of the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, risen 

from the dead! He is the ever living one. His life is reflected in every part of our lives as His 

redeemed. Accordingly, His word, the Scriptures we call the Bible, is alive and is applied to 

our lives as the Holy Spirit exerts His power within us. One of the many “proofs” of our living 

God is how He makes Scripture alive when we read it. Things jump off the page during our 

time in the inerrant Word. Just such an example I want to share with you this month. In 

Deuteronomy 13 I read the following: 

“If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, and 

the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us go after 

other gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve them,’ you shall not listen to the 

words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the LORD your God is testing you to 

find out if you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. You shall 

follow the LORD your God and fear Him; and you shall keep His commandments, listen to 

His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him.” 

What really jumped out at me was “for the LORD your God is testing you to find out if you 

love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul”. This prompted me to 

wonder if our Heavenly Father is still “testing” us today. Should we be aware that God is 

“testing” us now? Even more to the point should we be living our lives with the expectation 

and assurance that He is “testing” us? 

The Apostle Paul adds this to our discussion: 

 “According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a 

foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. 

For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now 

if any builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay straw, each 

man’s work will become evident for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, 

and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work. If any man’s work which he has 

built on it remains, he will receive a reward. If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer 

loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 1 Corinthians 3:10-15. 

The above passage certainly talks about how our works will be tested after we have lived on 

this earth but what about now? Thankfully, Paul is not through with this subject for us. Lis-

ten to the following: 

“Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize 

this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you - unless indeed you fail the test? 2 Corinthi-

ans 13:5. 

Now, Paul is giving us an imperative that we must test ourselves! The implication of what he 

is saying is that our faith in Jesus Christ causes us to examine ourselves to find the fruit of 
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Which would you rather have: fallible and fickle human be-

ings praising you or the infallible, all-powerful, all-knowing 

God praising you? The answer seems obvious that the latter 

would be the preference. Nonetheless, the Pharisees pre-

ferred the praise of men rather than God. They were afraid 

to lose their positions of authority, which is a major reason 

why they refused to confess Christ.  

Many focus on the Pharisees and how bad it was for them to 

love the praise of men, but what about the people that were 

giving the praise? Why were they praising the Pharisees 

rather than God? Sadly, exalting man is a common theme 

even today. For example, when it comes to the Word of God 

or word of men, many choose the word of men over God’s 

inerrant Word. 

We can learn many things from this passage. Confessing 

Christ is the most important truth to which we should re-

spond. We must not let the mere praise of men interfere with 

our relationship with God. As we go about the Christian 

walk, let us be diligent in all things and give all the glory to 

God. Then in that final day, God will say, “Well done, good 

and faithful servant” to those who have been faithful 

(Matthew 25:23). 

Today’s big idea: God praises those who  

confess Christ as their Savior. 

Answers In Genesis Devotional:                  

Praise God, Part 3 

Will God Praise Us? By Jeremy Ham 

Too many professing Christians seem too concerned with 

receiving praise from man. Jeremy Ham explains that the 

praise of God is far greater. 

Nevertheless even among the rulers many believed in Him, 

but because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest 

they should be put out of the synagogue; for they loved the 

praise of men more than the praise of God. (John 12:42–43) 

God giving praise to fallible human beings seems inconceiva-

ble, yet today’s passage teaches us that confessing Christ 

will cause us to receive praise from God. Throughout Scrip-

ture, we are commanded to praise God; after all, He is God 

and worthy of praise. But why will God praise those who 

confess Christ? 

First of all, keep in mind the praise received from God is 

different from the praise we should give to God. The word 

“praise” is a generic term that can have many meanings. 

When we praise God, we should praise Him with reverence 

since He is God. When this passage refers to the “praise of 

God,” it simply means favor from God. 

True faith in Christ is not an easy road. As Christians, we 

are to boldly profess our faith in word and deed, but the 

Pharisees placed their faith in mankind rather than God. 

This passage indicates God is pleased when people express 

true faith in Christ, since God is “not willing that any should 

perish but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). 

However, receiving praise from God should not be our focus, 

as we should praise and glorify God for His unending mercy 

and grace. 

our salvation.  This participation in living our faith is inevi-

table if we are linked with Jesus Christ in a saving faith 

relationship. The connection with the Deuteronomy passage 

is that if we love God we will live according to His com-

mands. Remember that the reason for the test is to prove 

your love to God, “for the LORD your God is testing you to 

find out if you love the LORD your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul.” Understand that this is exactly the 

place of spiritual warfare. It is the devil’s desires that you 

hear the distraction that shouts: “This cannot be what the 

Lord God is doing with His people today. This is soooo...... 

Old Testament and smacks of a works salvation. Our an-

swer: “If the passages above mean that works earn salvation 

the question would be true. But look at what it says. The test 

is to find out our love for God not to get the love of God. The 

devil lies, the world ignores, and the flesh rationalizes the 

word of God. Our heavenly Father “tests” us and His testing 

of His children is a great blessing to us in many ways. Sav-

ing faith in God results in love of God within us and it al-

ways produces obedience for Him. The Holy Spirit’s work in 

our lives always leads us the same way. As Paul says: 

 “So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed not as 

in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, 

work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God 

who is at work in you both to will and to work for His good 

pleasure. Do all things without grumbling or disputing; so 

that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, 

children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and 

perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in 

the world, holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of 

Christ I will have reason to glory because I did not run in 

vain nor toil in vain. But even if I am being poured out as a 

drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I 

rejoice and share my joy with you all. You too, I urge you, 

rejoice in the same way and share your joy with me.” Philip-

pians 2:12-18. 

 I would challenge you to look at testing now in a different 

light. Testing, an opportunity for those loved by the Savior to 

show love to the Savior. All of these things we have in Christ 

Jesus because He is risen, He is risen indeed! 

     Pastor Robert 
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There can be no greater evidence of a renewed heart and 

mind than a change in the habit and stream of our thoughts. 

The more our thoughts flow in a new spiritual channel from 

a new spiritual source wrought in us, the more evidence we 

have that we are spiritually minded. 

Thoughts fall from the mind like leaves from a tree when 

shaken by the wind in autumn. How awesome, then, are 

God's words: the thoughts of men's hearts are "only evil con-

tinually" (Gen 6:5). What a hell of horror and confusion there 

must be, then, in the minds of men. To be delivered from this 

state must be the most desirable deliverance in all the world. 

Without this deliverance, neither life nor peace nor immor-

tality nor glory can ever be had. 

The whole purpose of conviction of sin is to put a stop to 

these thoughts, or at least to lessen the number of them and 

so to lessen guilt. True conviction of sin is not only concerned 

with outward actions but also with the 

thoughts and intents of the mind. Convic-

tion of sin therefore, for a while, makes a 

great change in men's thoughts, especially 

if it is assisted by superstition. Conviction 

of sin and superstitious practices are the 

foundation of all that superstitious religion 

to be found in the papacy. Conviction sets 

bounds to thoughts that are absolutely evil 

and corrupt, and superstition suggests oth-

er objects which the natural mind readily 

embraces. But it is all to no avail. The 

minds and hearts of men are continually 

minting and coining new thoughts and imaginations. As the 

streams of a mighty river run into the ocean, so the thoughts 

of the natural man run through self into hell. To build a dam 

to try and stop this mighty river is useless. No dam could 

ever hold back the mighty flow of men's evil hearts. 

There are only two ways of dealing with this river.  

The first way cures the moral evil in men’s thoughts. This 

way is to throw salt into the spring, as Elisha cured the wa-

ters at Jericho. The heart and mind, the spring and the 

source of all thoughts, must be seasoned with grace. The tree 

must be made good before the fruit will be good. 

The second way deals with the abundance of thoughts. This 

mighty flow of thoughts must be diverted into new channels. 

New aims, goals, and objects must be presented to the mind. 

When these aims and objects are spiritual, then our minds 

will be spiritual. 

Paul counsels Christians not to be "drunk with wine" but to 

"be filled with the Spirit" (Eph 5:18-19). When men are 

drunk with wine, they quickly show they are drunk because 

of the foolish, ridiculous thoughts that fill their minds. Be-

lievers must not be under the influence and control of drink, 

but under the influence and control of the Holy Spirit. They 

must "be filled with the Spirit." They must so seek to be un-

der the influence of the Spirit that their hearts and minds 

are filled with spiritual thoughts. And when their hearts and 

minds are filled with such thoughts, then they must be ex-

pressed in "psalms and hymns and spiritual songs," making 

melody in their hearts to the Lord (Eph 5:19). 

So, when we are spiritually minded, we shall abound in spir-

itual thoughts. Occasional thoughts of spiritual things do not 

prove we are spiritually minded. A spiritually minded person 

abounds in spiritual thoughts. 

How may we know that we abound in spiritual 

thoughts?  Read Psalm 119 and examine yourself by that 

pattern. Can you truly speak the same words as David, if not 

with the same degree of zeal, yet with the same sincerity of 

grace? You will say, "But that was David. We cannot be like 

him!" But as far as I know, we must be like him if we mean 

to come to that place where he is now. It will ruin our souls 

if, when we read in Scripture how the saints 

of God express their experience of faith, 

love, and delight in God and their constant 

thoughts of God, we excuse ourselves by 

saying that we were never meant to be like 

them. But these were our examples and 

were "written for our admonition, on whom 

the ends of the world are come" (1Co 10:11). 

If we do not have the same delight in God as 

they had, the same spiritual mindedness as 

they, then we can have no evidence that we 

please God as they did or shall go to that 

place where they have gone. The holy men 

of God, who obtained this testimony-that they pleased God-

did not walk before God in a corrupt, earthly manner. Their 

obedience was not half-hearted. They meditated continually 

on the law; they thought of God at every moment and their 

minds were free from other things; they delighted in God and 

followed hard after Him (Psa 63:8). 

How can we be like these saints? How can we be like David? 

We must take hold of God's promise: "He that is feeble...shall 

be like David" (Zec 12:8). We cannot make ourselves like 

these saints. But the Holy Spirit dwelling in us can, if we put 

ourselves under His power and influence. It is good that we 

examine ourselves to see how spiritually minded we are. 

Consider how much time you spend thinking about 

spiritual things compared to how much time you 

spend thinking about other things.  Jesus said, “Where 

your treasure is, there will  your heart be also" (Mat 6:21). 

What other things do men usually think about? Men's hearts 

are set on themselves, their jobs, and their families. If our 

hearts are wholly taken up with our worldly concerns, can 

we truly say we are spiritually minded? 

We say we are bound for heaven, immortality, and glory. But 

do we really desire these things if our thoughts are wholly 

taken up with the trifles of this world, with only occasional 

 

Christ teaches us that 

our chief concern 

should be to "seek...first 

the kingdom of God, 

and  his righteousness"        

(Mat 6:33). 

Evidence of a Spiritual Mind by John Owen (1616-1683)  
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thoughts of heaven? (Mat 6:31, 33-34). 

All our worldly worries mainly revolve around three things: 

food, drink, and clothes. About these things Christ forbids us 

to take thought. He does not forbid us ever to think about 

these things, but that we should not allow our minds to be 

filled with anxiety and worry about them, and that we 

should not allow our minds to be wholly taken up with them. 

Worry and anxiety about these things show lack of faith in 

our heavenly Father's care and in the providence of God. 

Christ teaches us that our chief concern should be to 

"seek...first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness" (Mat 

6:33). 

Many complain that when they think of spiritual things, 

worldly thoughts intrude. Well then, when you think of 

worldly things, do spiritual things intrude? If they do, then 

there is evidence that you are spiritually minded. 

Many thoughts in the minds of men are vain, useless, and 

thoroughly unprofitable. These are often looked on as silly 

rather than sinful. But wherever there are "vain thoughts," 

there is sin (Jer 4:14). The word implies hoping for good out 

of something that is nothing. The Israelites sought for happi-

ness from idols that were nothing and could do nothing, 

much less bring them happiness. So many seek to find hap-

piness from vain thoughts about themselves. Such vain 

thoughts are indulged in when men fancy themselves to be 

what they are not, to do what they do not do, and to enjoy 

what they do not enjoy. Such thoughts spring from pride, 

sensual lusts, and love of the world. The heart of man is still 

filled with the old ambition to be like God. To be given over 

to such thoughts is a great misery and punishment. To be 

freed from them is a great blessing and part of the blessed-

ness of heaven. 

If your mind is taken up with such vain thoughts, instead of 

with meditations on spiritual things, can you call yourself 

spiritually minded? Do you make any effort to mortify these 

vain thoughts and stir up spiritual thoughts?  

Then, there are thoughts that are actually evil, whose aim is 

to satisfy the lustful desires of the flesh. Such thoughts 

abound only in the unregenerate, whose minds are ruled and 

dominated by "the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, 

and the pride of life" (1Jo 2:16). 

Consider whether spiritual thoughts consistently take 

first place when the mind is free to think as it pleases. 

There are times when men retire into their own thoughts. A 

man is foolish who is so busy he has no time to consider the 

state of his own house and family. No less foolish is the man 

who spends all his time thinking about other things and nev-

er about the state of his own soul. But it is difficult to com-

pletely avoid being alone with one's thoughts, though the 

unspiritual man does his best. 

If we are spiritually minded, if thoughts of spiritual things 

abound in us, they will naturally claim these times as their 

own (Psa 16:7-8; 92:2; Deu 6:7). But if these times are given 

to other things, then it is clear that we do not think spiritual 

thoughts to be all that important. 

If we do not give these times to meditation of spiritual 

things, then vain thoughts will begin to haunt our minds and 

plead to be entertained. These precious moments, which 

could greatly influence our souls to life and peace, if not re-

deemed, will bring trouble, sorrow, anxiety, and confusion. If 

we cannot give God our spare time as well as those special 

times we have dedicated to Him, it is clear that we do not 

think that fellowship with Him is a thing to be greatly de-

sired. 

What do you think about when you are in bed, either settling 

down to sleep or waking up? There are those who "work evil 

upon their beds!" (Mic 2:1). And there are those who "sing 

aloud upon their beds." The high praises of God are in their 

mouths (Psa 149:5-6). There are those who devise mischief 

on their beds (Psa 36:4). And there are those who commune 

with their hearts and remember God and meditate on Him 

on their beds (Psa 4:4; 63:6). 

If we would have a claim to spiritual mindedness, we must 

give these special times to spiritual thoughts and medita-

tions. 

Consider whether we are disappointed if, for one rea-

son or another, we have not been able to use these 

times for spiritual meditation. A carnal, unregenerate 

mind is not at all worried if it never has time for spiritual 

thoughts. But a truly spiritually minded soul will mourn 

when it misses an opportunity for spiritual meditation and is 

determined to be more watchful in the future. Filled with 

regret, the soul thinks, "How little I have been with Christ 

today! How much time has passed without a thought of Him! 

How foolish I was to neglect the opportunities I had! What 

assurance, what joy, what readiness for the cross or for heav-

en I might have had if I had only made use of these times!" 

So, one great evidence of spiritual mindedness is that our 

minds abound with spiritual thoughts. 

Free Grace Broadcaster, #249, Chapel Library 
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“Two are better than one, because they have a good reward 

for their toil. For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But 

woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to 

lift him up!” (vv. 9-10).       - Ecclesiastes 4:9-12  

Commentators on Genesis 1–2 note that there is a sharp and 

significant break in the evaluations that God makes of His 

creation. At each point in the creation story, the Lord steps 

back and says that what He has made is good, up until He 

makes human beings. Having made Adam, our Creator steps 

back and says that something about the first man and his 

situation is not good: “It is not good that the man should be 

alone” (2:18). To make things right, God creates Eve and 

establishes the institution of marriage (vv. 18–25). 

The emphasis in the Genesis account is on the complementa-

rity of man and woman and the companionship of marriage, 

but it also points to the original goodness of human commu-

nity in general. Even as we look at the world without the 

spectacles of Scripture, we see that there is something good 

and necessary about community. We do not do well when we 

are alone for a long period of time, and having friends and 

family alongside us through life’s journey makes the trip 

more enjoyable and successful. This is a fundamental truth 

of the world around us that the Preacher speaks of in Eccle-

siastes 4:9–12. 

Using examples that may be drawn entirely from travel in 

the ancient world, the Preacher unfolds the truth that “two 

are better than one” (v. 9). When one traveled, falling into a 

pit could mean certain death by exposure or by injury if a 

friend was not there to lift you out (v. 10). Sleeping alone 

could not keep travelers warm on cold nights in ancient Isra-

el, which is why those on a journey often lay side by side at 

night (v. 11). There may also be a reference to the marriage 

bed in v. 11. A man and a woman are warmer if they are 

married and lie together than if they are single and sleep 

alone. Finally, bandits and thieves were a constant threat in 

the ancient world as people journeyed from one place to an-

other. A person traveling alone would be unable to resist a 

mugging, but those who journeyed together could offer a 

united defense to resist the thief (v. 12). 

Human beings were created to live in community, so we are 

stronger together than when we are apart. As we build com-

munity and fellowship, we all grow stronger and more faith-

ful to God. Matthew Henry comments, “Two are better than 

one, and more happy jointly than either of them could be 

separately, more pleased in one another than they could be 

in themselves only, mutually serviceable to each other’s wel-

fare, and by a united strength more likely to do good 

to others.” 

God saves us as individuals—I cannot count on anyone else’s 

faith in order to be redeemed. However, the Lord redeems us 

to put us in community. This happens preeminently in the 

church, where God provides the fellowship that we need in 

order to grow and thrive. We cannot be lone rangers and ex-

pect that our faith will thrive. Are you seeking to build com-

munity in your church? Are you making time regularly to 

fellowship with the Lord’s servants? 

For  Further Study:  1 Samuel 18:1–5 Proverbs 17:17,  

 Acts 2:42–47  1 John 1:1–4 

Strength in Numbers from Tabletalk Magazine 

3rd Wesley Payton 

24th  Kaitlyn Brown 

5th Alaina Magdziarz 

9th Amber Gast 

The efficient cause of our salvation consists in God the Father’s love; the material cause 

in God the Son’s obedience; the instrumental cause in the Spirit’s illumination, that is, 

faith; the final cause in the glory of God’s great generosity.—John Calvin 
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was often the murder capital of New Orleans, which was of-

ten the murder capital of the United States of America. 

Several kids from those projects would walk across the street 

in the evenings for recreation, food and Bible studies in an 

old warehouse. Each child, as he would begin to pray, would 

always start with “thank you Lord for waking me up this 

morning.” You see, to the children of the Desire neighbor-

hood, waking up is truly a gift. To them, waking up each 

morning wasn’t guaranteed. This was my first lesson in such 

simple and dependent faith, the kind I think Jesus had  

in mind here. 

But something else really started bothering me. This neigh-

borhood was located very close to myNFL community of afflu-

ence — Desire Street was only a few miles from the Super-

dome. How could there be so much wealth in one place and so 

much poverty right around the corner?  

Maybe when we ask God to “Give us this day our daily 

bread,” He’s already answered us and provided it for us as a 

whole, but some of us hoard it and others 

don’t get enough. 

But we all know how foolish it is to hoard 

our things, don’t we? After all, a direct 

correlation in the Lord’s Prayer is the 

manna in the wilderness, which we know 

from the Old Testament was there only 

for the day. Not only was it useless to 

hoard manna, it was foolish!  

America’s consumerism and bent for the 

easy life doesn’t seem to be in line with 

the practices of the New Testament 

church. “Now the full number of those 

who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that 

any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they 

had everything in common…. There was not a needy person 

among them”  

(Acts 4:32–34).  

And saving for “retirement” to enjoy the “good life” while ne-

glecting our opportunity to share our “bread” with the poor 

and needy sounds too much like the parable of the guy who 

stored up grain in bigger and bigger barns (Luke 12:13–21). 

It didn’t work well in the end for him — and it won’t work for 

us either. 

While my three years with the Saints didn’t yield super bowl 

trophies or pro-bowl appearances — actually, we were so bad 

they fired all the coaches, most of the players and even the 

mascot — I’m thankful for my time with the Saints. The Lord 

led me to Desire Street Ministries and taught me about sim-

ple faith and His concern for the poor.  

After a few more years in the NFL with other teams, I retired 

and joined the staff at the ministry, seeking to help revitalize 

C. S. Lewis writes in The Problem of Pain that “God whis-

pers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but 

shouts in our pain: it is his megaphone to rouse a deaf 

world.” I don’t imagine Lewis had this particular phrase of 

the Lord’s Prayer in mind as he penned these words, but in 

all the tragedies and turmoil surrounding Hurricane Katrina 

and New Orleans, God has indeed shouted at me many new 

lessons about “daily bread.”  

I grew up as the son of an Air Force chaplain in what would 

be considered a middle-class family. I often remember strug-

gling over what to eat — never if I would eat. So, like many 

other middle and upper-class, evangelical Americans, I 

would begin processing verses like this in the first way that 

came to my mind, in a hyper-spiritual way. 

Without the experience of truly needing God for our physical 

needs for each day, we all have a way of taking many of Je-

sus’ sayings and limiting them to the spiritual realm. 

We’ve been clearly told that “man shall not live by bread 

alone, but by every word that comes from 

the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4), and most 

of us know and believe that Jesus is the 

bread of life, our spiritual sustenance. All 

of this is certainly true and incredibly 

important. But if we immediately go the 

“spiritual” route here, perhaps we’ve 

missed the basic point.  

So while the hurricane caused me to cry 

more than I ever have, and while it’s eas-

ily been the worst year for me in every 

imaginable way, Katrina forced me to 

seek God in very real and physical ways. 

The name “Katrina” actually means 

cleansing, or purification, and this storm certainly lived up 

to its name.  

But my story with New Orleans and Katrina started a few 

years before the storm hit the coast. 

After my college football days at the University of Florida, I 

was drafted by the New Orleans’ Saints in 1997. I learned of 

an amazing inner-city ministry in the heart of the Desire 

Community in the 9thWard. I vividly remember my first trip 

to Desire Street Ministries: I was driving by rows and rows 

of old project buildings that, in my opinion, should have been 

condemned and torn down years before. Doors and windows 

were missing; lost shingles exposed holes in the roofs; sparse 

patches of grass dotted the dirt yards, and there was gar-

bage everywhere.  

Then I saw a little girl walk out of one of the doors; that di-

lapidated project was her home. I later learned the Desire 

Housing Project was built upon a former landfill, that the 

Project was rated one of the worst in the nation, and that it 

Our Daily Bread by Danny Wuerffel  

 

...if God doesn’t provide 

what we need for this 

day, both spiritually and 

physically — we won’t 

make it to 

see tomorrow.  
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the Desire neighborhood through the Gospel both in 

word and deed. We labored to meet both spiritual and com-

munity needs. We had started a church, a pediatric clinic, 

after-school programs, and then eventually our own school, 

Desire Street Academy. As the fall of 2005 was approach-

ing, we had big plans for a new football field.  

Then came Hurricane Katrina. 

My wife and I evacuated before the storm and went to 

Natchez, Mississippi. Our first glimpse of the devastation 

after the storm came when a TV helicopter flew over New 

Orleans. Words can’t describe our feelings at the sight of 

the entire city under water. We were shocked and horrified 

at the extent of the devastation; then a short while later, 

we realized that our own one-story home was under water 

and that we had lost everything.  

While we were indeed trying to comprehend the loss of our 

material things, a worse drama was still unfolding in the 

city. The New Orleans’ mayor was speculating that the 

loss of life could be in the tens of thousands, and we didn’t 

know the whereabouts of many of our students and staff; 

we feared for their lives.  

So while we contemplated the loss of our things, our over-

whelming feeling was that of gratitude — we were safe 

and still had each other.  

Looking at my wife and my son, I realized that while we 

may have lost everything we owned, we still had every-

thing we needed. God shouted to us a reminder about the 

differences between wants and needs. I’m certain that, to 

Jesus, “daily bread” had more to do with daily 

needs than daily wants.  

As we began locating our students and staff, we became 

convinced of the priority to get our school back on track 

and find a way to care for our kids. Incredibly, we found a 

4-H camp managed by my alma mater, the University of 

Florida, and they helped make it available to us. On Octo-

ber 3, just a month after the storm, we reopened our 

school, Desire Street Academy and ended up with about 

eighty-five students.  

Quickly, we had to convert our day school into a boarding 

school, which is no easy task. Every day, new challenges 

came about, but God literally provided each of our needs, 

each day, enabling us to continue with our goal of trans-

forming the lives of kids from New Orleans.  

When the school year ended, we transitioned the school 

from its temporary home in the panhandle of Florida to 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana. The Lord, again faithful to meet 

our needs, provided a 24-acre, former Catholic school. A 

few renovations later, the school is continuing to educate 

and minister to the youth of Desire Street, and now to the 

Baton Rouge community as well. 

Back in the city of New Orleans, we had staff working 

around the clock, housing over 2000 volunteers and working 

on hundreds of houses. We’ve continued to seek the revitali-

zation of the Desire neighborhood, and each day new doors 

open for us to continue having an impact on the city of 

New Orleans. 

In the aftermath of the storm, a very common sight in New 

Orleans was a mound of trash piled up on the sidewalk in 

front of a gutted home. These piles of trash are a daunting 

spectacle, especially when you pause to consider that, just a 

few months earlier, each pile of trash was the sum total of 

someone’s valued possessions and treasures. How quickly 

treasures can turn into trash.  

This thought causes me to question how much of my life — 

my time, treasure and talents — am I investing in what will 

one day become trash. God shouted another lesson at me, a 

reminder to invest my life in eternal things. Maybe in invest-

ing more of my life in eternity, I can be my neighbor’s an-

swered prayer for his “daily bread.” 

“Give us this day our daily bread.”  

When I was growing up, I felt this was a pretty demanding 

and arrogant prayer. Who of us had the right to tell God to 

give us our daily bread, or to give us anything for that mat-

ter? But then I realized this statement is really a simple and 

humble prayer, not asking too much of God but only just 

enough for the day. Whether we feel it or not, we are more 

like the Israelites wandering in the desert than we might 

imagine — if God doesn’t provide what we need for this day, 

both spiritually and physically — we won’t make it to 

see tomorrow.  

May God grant us all such simple faith. I just pray it won’t 

take another hurricane for me (or for you) to experience the 

blessings of true dependence on God for our real needs for 

each day. 

Tabletalk Magazine 
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EGYPT 

Overview:  Egypt has the fastest-growing population in the 

Middle East and also the largest Christian population 

among majority-Arab nations. It remains a base for Chris-

tian activity throughout North Africa and the Middle East. 

Many well-established evangelical churches and parachurch 

ministries in Egypt are working to reach both cultural Chris-

tians and Muslims with the gospel. Several of these groups 

also send their own Egyptian missionaries throughout the 

region. While overt Christian activity results in persecution, 

church growth and the establishment of Egypt as a regional 

base of missionary activity are encouraging developments.   

Major Religions:  87 percent of Egyptians are Sunni 

Muslims. 13 percent are Christians, including 4 per-

cent who are evangelical Christians.  

Persecutor:  Various Islamic extremist groups operate in 

Egypt, including the Muslim Brotherhood and the self-

proclaimed Islamic State (ISIS) .  

Christians who are outspoken about their faith are often 

beaten or imprisoned. When Christians are attacked or kid-

napped by Muslims, the government rarely provides protec-

tion or assistance. Christian converts from Islam face the 

most problems, including being expelled from their families, 

being divorced by their Muslim spouses, losing their children 

and losing their jobs. Additionally, because their govern-

ment-issued identity cards identify them as Muslim, it is 

difficult for them to attend church, to marry, to register their 

children in school, to get a job or to emigrate elsewhere. 

Christians charged with apostasy or proselytizing Muslims 

are generally imprisoned for a week or two, with a few nota-

ble exceptions.   

Access To Bibles:  Bibles in Egypt are readily available 

at Bible societies, churches and bookstores in a variety 

of formats, translations and languages. However, not 

all Egyptian Christians can afford a Bible, and perse-

cution and high illiteracy rates make Bible distribu-

tion an ongoing challenge .   

• Pray for families that faced intense pressure from oth-

er family members after turning to Christ. 

• Pray that many will come to know Christ through 

Bible distributions in the country.  

• Pray for believers who 

have been taken to 

court on false charges 

because of their faith.  

PAKISTAN 

Overview:  Pakistani churches include believers from 

diverse faith backgrounds and a variety of denomina-

tions. All Pakistani Christians face difficulties, dis-

crimination and persecution because of their Christian 

identity. Some evangelicals take great risks to witness 

to Muslims, baptize converts and gather them into 

churches, and many Christians are working tirelessly 

to equip, encourage and educate Christian youth. Most 

Christians are treated as second-class citizens and are 

forced to work long hours in harsh jobs while being 

oppressed by schemes that keep them in bondage to 

their employers.    

Major Religions:  Approximately 98 percent of Paki-

stanis are Sunni and Sufi Muslims. Pakistan underre-

ports its Christian population, so accurate statistics 

are unavailable. However, there are roughly 4 million 

Pakistani Christians, which is nearly 2 percent of the 

nation’s population.  

Persecutor:  Both Muslim converts to Christ and Pakistan-

is born into Christian families are persecuted by family 

members, communities, Islamic extremist groups and the 

government.  

Because of Pakistan’s blasphemy laws, Christians are at 

constant risk of being falsely accused of blaspheming Islam, 

the Quran or Muhammad, and they receive harsh punish-

ments when convicted. Street evangelism is legal under Pa-

kistani law, and several bold evangelists take advantage of 

the opportunity to share the gospel publicly. ... Most Chris-

tians are trapped in a cycle of poor education and poverty.  

Access To Bibles:  Bibles can be legally printed and dis-

tributed in Pakistan. However, some Islamist groups oppose 

the Bible. Those living in rural, tribal and mountainous are-

as have little access to God’s Word, and translation efforts 

are ongoing.  

• Pray for evangelists who face harassment when 

preaching the gospel.  

• Pray that all Christians will have their own copy of 

the Bible.  

• Pray for outreach 

efforts to minority 

groups like Hindus 

and Shiite Muslims.  

Global Prayer Guide from The Voice of the Martyrs  www.persecution.org 
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As a brand-new believer, brought to faith through the wit-

ness of a Pentecostal friend at school, I was taught that if I 

want to stay a Christian, if I do not want to lose my salva-

tion, I must do three things every day. I must read my Bi-

ble. I must pray, especially for forgiveness. And I must wit-

ness to my friends about Jesus and try to persuade them to 

become Christians, too. Without fail. Every day. Or else. 

It will be no surprise to learn that it was not long before I 

began to sink into a dark pit of discouragement. My regular 

failures in all three areas quickly shook my already fragile 

assurance to the core. Fear, not faith and certainly not joy, 

motivated my evangelism. But all this rested, as most soul-

sicknesses in the Christian life do, upon a fundamental 

misunderstanding of the character of God and the way He 

has ordained evangelism to work. And so it was the discov-

ery of an expanded vision of God that changed everything. 

The simple yet profound truth that liberated me from the 

crushing weight I carried was this: God is an evangelist. 

Indeed, He is the Evangelist. 

Though we may not realize it, behind and before our 

“lisping, stammering tongues” ever manage to proclaim the 

good news about Jesus, before we can muster the courage to 

speak a word for Him, God Himself has been in hot pursuit 

of sinners to save. Few truths offer more encouragement to 

us in our efforts to share the gospel than this: God is the 

great winner of souls. 

In His famous conversation with Nicodemus, Jesus de-

clared:  God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 

that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 

eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 

saved through him. (John 3:16–17) 

These words, so familiar from roadside billboards and the 

eye black of football stars, often slip past us without much 

thought. They have become a cliché of cultural Christianity. 

But the truth they proclaim is glorious. They tell us that 

the initiative behind the work of Christ on behalf of sinners 

is God’s. Jesus’ work demonstrates and expresses the Fa-

ther’s prior love for sinners. Jesus did not persuade the 

Father to save. He does not apply the leverage of the cross 

to pry salvation from the Father’s miserly fist. No, the cross 

was the Father’s idea, conceived by His love for unlovely 

rebels. 

Paul puts it this way in Romans 5:6–8:  For while we were 

still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For 

one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps 

for a good person one would dare even to die—but God 

shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us. 

The love of God the Father for sinners precedes the work of 

Christ and is its basis and reason. The Apostle John like-

wise proclaims that the Father has sent the Son on a mis-

God: The Winner of Souls by David Strain  
sion motivated by redeeming love: 

In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God 

sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through 

him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he 

loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. (1 

John 4:9–10) 

God, in His love, sent Jesus into the world so that sinners 

might live. Evangelism is God’s idea, hatched in the loving 

heart of the Father. And He is the greatest evangelist. 

This, surely, is part of what Jesus meant when He told the 

Samaritan woman that “the Father is seeking” true wor-

shipers (John 4:23). But when the question is asked just how 

the Father seeks worshipers from among the mass of fallen 

humanity, all of them busily worshiping the creature rather 

than the Creator (Rom. 1:25), the answer is to be found in the 

mission of the Son. It is because the Father is seeking true 

worshipers that the Son therefore came to “seek and save the 

lost” (Luke 19:10). God is not passively waiting for people to 

come to Him in the forlorn hope that sinners might somehow 

change course of their own volition and search for Him. No, 

God has acted to save in the sending of the Son. And the Son 

likewise has acted in perfect agreement with the Father with-

in the eternal fellowship of the blessed Trinity. Thus, on the 

eve of His passion, Jesus could pray, “Father, the hour has 

come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you 

have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to 

all whom you have given him” (John 17:1–2). The Father has 

committed authority to the Son to save those sinners entrust-

ed to Him in the eternal election of God, and the Son has glad-

ly embraced this mission. This is how Jesus understood His 

work. He declared, “I lay down my life for the sheep. And I 

have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them 

also” (10:15–16). Christ is a missionary, sent to gather all the 

sheep of the Father’s flock under one shepherd. 

The same can be said for the mission and ministry of God the 

Holy Spirit. In the upper room, Jesus told the disciples that 

“when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the 

Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he 

will bear witness about me. And you also will bear witness, 

because you have been with me from the beginning” (15:26–

27). The Spirit of truth is sent by the Son from the Father to 

bear witness. He testifies about Christ, through the Word of 

God, to the world. And in and through this testimony, the 

Spirit gives new life to dead sinners (6:63; 2 Cor. 3:6). The 

Spirit Himself, like the Father and the Son, is an evangelist.  

And it’s particularly here, as we consider the work of the Spir-

it as evangelist, that we begin to see the link between God, the 

winner of souls, and the church, sent out by God on mission to 

win souls. It belongs especially to the Spirit’s office to empow-

er and enable the evangelistic ministry of the servants of God. 

Nowhere is this more clearly seen than in the life and ministry 

of our Lord Himself. It was by the Holy Spirit that He was 
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Scripture has commanded us to "put on the whole Armor of 

God." In recent articles, we have been exploring the various 

elements which make up the Armor of God as detailed in 

Ephesians 6:10-18. In this article we will explore our foot-

wear: 

"And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of 

peace"; Ephesians 6:15 

This may seem like a strange item as armament. And yet, 

footwork is essential in any of the martial arts. (At the Naval 

Academy, one quickly learned the necessity of proper foot-

work in our hand-to-hand training classes!) 

Anyone who has been involved in boxing or wrestling soon 

discovers that balance and positioning are fundamental in 

order to avoid disaster. In combat, a misstep is usually fatal. 

Combat Footing - There are many types of shoes: dress 

shoes, casual shoes, boots, steel-toed shoes for construction 

jobs, garden shoes, sandals, moccasins, slippers, etc. Each 

has its purpose and specific benefits for the wearer. The Ro-

man army-which many assume was the model for the idioms 

Paul was using-paid careful attention to the footwear of its 

legionnaires. These nail-studded sandals (caligae) were de-

signed to anticipate the various countermeasures which an 

enemy might employ to inhibit their advance or to dislodge 

their footing when in combat. 

The term "shod" (Greek, u`podeomai, hupodeo) means to un-

derbind, to bind under one's self, or to bind on. This is also 

suggestive of authority and power. The idiom of having our 

"feet shod" also suggests, in more modern terms, "putting 

shoe leather to our faith." It is a call to action. 

The Gospel of Peace? - But here we have, "Feet shod with 

the preparation of the gospel of peace." Strange idiom. Yet, 

"How beautiful upon the mountain are the feet of Him who 

brings good news..."  

Moses, in speaking prophetically of the tribe of Asher: "And of 

Asher he said, Let Asher be blessed with children; let him be 

acceptable to his brethren, and let him dip his foot in oil. Thy 

shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy days, so shall thy 

strength be." Oil speaks of sanctification and anointing for 

service by the Holy Spirit. "So shall your strength be"-just as 

the footwear of the Israelites in their wilderness wanderings, 

the shoes of the gospel of peace do not wear out.   

"Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained 

you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your 

fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Fa-

ther in my name, He may give it you."   He supplies the oil; 

we provide the feet.   

Putting on these shoes does not mean you are going to escape 

warfare. They are designed for that very purpose: action ori-

ented; for spiritual combat. "And the God of peace shall 

bruise Satan under your feet shortly."   

"The Lord God [is] my strength, and he will make my feet like 

hinds' feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high 

The Armor of God: Footwear For the Big Race by Chuck Missler 

conceived in the womb of the virgin (Matt. 1:18, 20; Luke 

1:35). The Spirit descended like a dove and rested upon Je-

sus at His baptism (Matt. 3:16). He was full of the Spirit 

(Luke 4:1) and driven into the wilderness by the Spirit to be 

tempted (Mark 1:12). The Spirit of the Lord was upon Him, 

anointing Him to proclaim good news to the poor (Luke 4:18). 

He knew joy in the Holy Spirit as He prayed (10:21). The 

Lord put His Spirit upon Him to proclaim justice to the Gen-

tiles (Matt. 12:18). It was by the Spirit of God that He cast 

out demons (v. 28). It was through the eternal Spirit that 

Jesus offered Himself without blemish to God at the cross 

(Heb. 9:14). He was declared Son of God in power according 

to the Spirit of holiness by His resurrection (Rom. 1:4). 

At every point, the Holy Spirit rested upon Christ to empow-

er Him for His atoning work. And, having been exalted to the 

right hand of the Father, Christ pours out this same Spirit 

upon the church (Acts 2:33). In John 20:21–23, the risen 

Christ tells the disciples: “As the Father has sent me, even 

so I am sending you. . . . Receive the Holy Spirit. If you for-

give the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold 

forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” The church is sent by 

Christ to pronounce forgiveness of sins through faith in Je-

sus. We have been sent to do evangelism. And for this task 

He has breathed out upon us His Spirit. The Apostle Peter 

reminds the churches of Asia Minor of “those who preached 

the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven” (1 

Peter 1:12). The Holy Spirit sent from heaven rests upon the 

ministry of those who preached the Word of God to the be-

lievers of Asia Minor. He endows the church with power to 

be Christ’s witnesses “in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Thus, the 

mission of the church, our evangelistic labor, is really only 

the extension of the evangelistic work of the triune God. The 

Spirit-filled church of Jesus Christ is the soul-winning in-

strument ordained by the Father, sent by the Son, and ena-

bled by the Spirit. 

So here is the liberating truth: God is the true and great soul 

winner. The Father purposed to save sinners in love, and so 

He sent His Son for us. The Son of God has loved us and giv-

en Himself for us. The same Spirit who rested upon Christ 

now gives life to dead sinners, uniting us to Christ, and He 

empowers us in turn to bear witness for Christ. When we 

realize these great truths, when we see that God is the Evan-

gelist, evangelism will cease to be a fearful work, pursued in 

an effort to curry divine favor. Instead, it will become a joy-

ful expression of gratitude and an outpouring of holy zeal 

that others might know the salvation that has been lavished 

upon us by Almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
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places."  To anyone familiar with the wild, "Hind's (deer's) 

feet" suggest agility and endurance. Note "upon high plac-

es"-taking the high ground is not a luxury in warfare. 

But even in the valleys, He is always there: "Yea, though I 

walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 

no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they 

comfort me."   [And remember, the shadow of a dog cannot 

bite anyone!] Peace and fear are opposites. Peace is not 

passive; it is powerful. Our peace is in Christ (Eph 2:14; Jn 

16:33; Jn 14:27, et al.). 

Beware the False Peace - Watch out when they say 

"Peace, peace!" when there is no peace. The world's peace 

is worse than a false peace: it is the precursor to destruc-

tion.   

Does your peace derive from locks on the doors, your bal-

ance sheet, or arms in the closet? These are also the bases 

of a false peace. The world's peace is based on material 

safety, prosperity, and physical health. While wonderful, 

these form only a transient kind of euphoria which cannot 

endure in the face of adversity.   There is a difference be-

tween feeling safe and being safe. "If God is for us, who can 

be against us?"   

How can we be sure we are on the right track and on the 

right footing? "Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a 

light unto my path."  

The Call to Preparation - Note carefully that the call in 

Ephesians 6 is for Preparation. Someone has said that 

"Luck is when Opportunity meets Preparation." Indeed. 

"Putting on the armor" is done before the battle, not dur-

ing. Now is the time to be doing our homework. And we are 

already on enemy turf! 

The Scripture admonishes us to "be ready always to give 

an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the 

hope that is in you." Preparation includes training and 

practice. This, of course, implies that we have already done 

our homework-that we are, indeed, prepared.   

An instructive example: What Bible study was given by 7 

different people, on 12 separate occasions, and is rarely 

given today? 

The answer: Peter, Stephen, Philip, Paul, Apollos, Aquila, 

and Priscilla-each was able to present Jesus as the Messi-

ah of Israel entirely from the Old Testament.  Could you 

present Jesus to your Jewish friends entirely from the Old 

Testament? 

The Scripture also instructs us in another aspect of prepa-

ration: "Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might 

not sin against thee."  This, I believe, is one of the many 

admonitions for Scripture memory work.  If you are seri-

ous about your commitment to our Lord and His Kingdom, 

then a systematic program of memorizing key passages of 

His Word is an essential preparation.  (Card systems have 

a well established effectiveness for such memory work.) 

This is another of the several reasons that I have returned to 

the King James Version of the Bible. I want to make my 

memory investment from a version which I know will still be 

around in the future. Each of the "modern" translations seem 

to be continually eclipsed by new ones from time to time. The 

unmatched majesty of the classic King James Version assures 

its continuance. Each translation has its problems. The prob-

lems of the King James are well known and understood. The 

new versions' are still being discovered. 

Another of the powerful means of preparation is through the 

use of audio tape cassettes. Tapes are one of the most power-

ful learning tools and can be exploited while commuting, ex-

ercising, walking, or doing almost any activity. One can be 

"personally tutored" by whichever favorite author/teacher one 

prefers. [Koinonia House has focused on instructional tape 

cassettes for this reason and the likelihood that this media 

may prove especially appropriate should the Church need to 

"go underground."] 

For the Really Serious - Another secret: the best way to 

really learn a book of the Bible is to teach it. Why not organ-

ize and lead a home Bible study? Invest in some personal 

reference resources, and simply stay a chapter ahead. It is 

not difficult and the rewards are usually breathtaking. Now 

it is "Foot Inspection" time-do you have an adequate 

"understanding"? Any shoes other than His will cause us to 

stumble and fail.  Or are you trying to run barefoot? 

 

A Parable: The Two Seas - There are two seas, both fed by 

the same source. One is an example of life and abundance. It 

is surrounded by green fields, trees bearing fruit, and lush 

growth of all kinds. The other is a symbol of death. Nothing 

lives in or near it. It is almost totally desolate. Both are fed 

by the same source. What is the difference? 

One is the Sea of Galilee. The melting snows on Mt. Hermon 

are the source of the Jordan River which feeds the lake 

which, in turn, has made Israel one of the leading exporters 

of fruit and flowers throughout the world. The Sea of Galilee 

receives the water and passes it on. 

This same river continues south to the Dead Sea, which has 

no outlet. This other body of water receives; ...and receives; 

...and receives... The excessive saline content is notorious the 

world over and prevents the growth of any life. It is, indeed, 

dead. 

Some Christians are like that. They attend Bible studies, 

accumulate copious notes, yet are always receiving... And 

receiving... Yet they bear little fruit for the Kingdom. Others 

receive readily, and yet pass on what they learn, and are a 

source of new life wherever they go. Which of these seas is 

more effective at glorifying God? Our primary function and 

priority is to be glorifying God. Which one of these seas do 

you identify with?               Continued next month 
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When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul; Discre-

tion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee. 

We have seen the good that wisdom brings to us (Pro 2:5). Now see the evil, from which it 

preserves us. But observe its place—in the heart. Here only has it any light, life, or power 

(Pro 4:23). Clear knowledge floating in the head is deep ignorance. While it only glitters in 

the understanding, it is dry, speculative, and barren. When it entereth into the heart, light 

beams out, all the affections are engaged; and how pleasant is it to the soul! (Pro 24:13, 14; 

Job 23:12; Psa 119:103; Jer 15:16). Religion now is no lifeless notion. It is handled, tasted, 

enjoyed. It gives a discreet and understanding direction to the whole con- duct. It becomes 

not only an external rule, but a preserving, keeping principle (Pro 4:6; 6:22-24; Psa 17:4; 

119:9-11, 104); like the military guard for the safety of the royal person (Isa 26:16; 2Ki 

11:11). 

Before, it was the object of our search. Now, having found it, it is our pleasure. Until it is 

so, it can have no practical influence. It is the man whose “delight is in the law of the 

Lord,” who is preserved from “walking in the counsel of the ungodly” (Psa 1:1, 2; cp. Pro 

7:4, 5). Education, conviction, high moral principle are at best only partially operative. The 

reclaimed drunkard may be true to his Temperance-pledge; but, if the “root of bitterness” 

be untouched, he may be a Socialist or a Chartist or revel in some other equally ruinous 

course. External wickedness may be exchanged for decent formality. Vagrant affections 

may be turned from some object of vanity; yet not fixed upon the Divine center of attrac-

tion. The mind may be disciplined from utter unprofitableness, only to indulge in the idola-

try of talent, or the fascinations of poisoned literature. The folly of the pride of life may be 

resisted; yet pride in other of its multiform fruits tenderly cherished. In all these cases, the 

principle is unsubdued. The forsaken sin only makes way for some more plausible, but not 

less deadly passion. The heart, cast into the mold of the Gospel, is the only cover from 

those snares within and without (Rom 6:17, 18; 2Co 3:18), which so imperceptibly, yet so 

fatally, estrange us from God. Never, till the vital principle is implanted, is their mischief 

discerned. Never, till then, does the heart find its proper object, its true resting-place. 

Proverbs Chapter 2:10, 11    Wisdom Preserves   
by Charles Bridges (1794-1869) 

[It] is absolutely essential that we 

should have a spiritual mind, a 

spiritual outlook. We were dead in 

trespasses and sins; and though we 

have become Christians, the 

deadness still tends to remain and 

to afflict us. Is it not difficult at 

times to rouse ourselves?...Now the 

Holy Spirit enlivens us, quickens 

us, disturbs us, moves us, 

stimulates us, moves our carnal 

minds to think spiritually.                 

David Martin Lloyd-Jones 
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