
There exists both God and man. Scripture tells us that God “always has been” and then He 

created man. “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” “In the beginning 

was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 

with God. All things came into being through Him, and apart from His nothing came into 

being that has come into being. In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men. The Light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.”  

Man tells us the concept of God is only a needed psychological necessity given the present 

human state of evolutionary development, subject to personal environmental influences, that 

the earth and man had to evolve over millions of years. That man has ultimate control over 

our earth. The Scriptures tell us at the beginning everything was good and because of Ad-

am’s sin, suffering and death entered the world effecting all created things, once good now 

bad. Man asks, “Why do bad things happen to good people?” “Why is death and suffering in 

the world? I deserve to be happy.” Godless man answers: “Death was around long before hu-

man beings. Death is a necessary and natural aspect of an evolutionary world system... One 

generation must die for new generations to come into being. In a way, it is more satisfy-

ing...than to see man the victim of arbitrary punishment that God imposed on our primeval 

paradise. So, we can take the Bible seriously without taking it literally.”  

Which is the truth? Given the present condition of our world, looking at the unfolding events 

that shape our day, our belief in one or the other of these two foundational “views” determine 

our ability to cope with life day by day. It also indicates the spiritual condition of our eternal 

souls. This is the beginning of the foundation of all our beliefs and our beliefs lead us to our 

decisions that lead to our actions. They will be either God centered or man centered because 

of the foundation from which they spring. Our actions influence the course of our life. We live 

our theology! 

Can you see that only one view can be true? The secular (Godless view): “For the Christian, 

this means these things were around before Adam sinned and died. This view destroys the 

basis of the Gospel, Christian morality and the Biblical teaching of a new heavens and new 

Earth. Those who add ‘millions of years’ to the Bible are, in essence, blaming God for the 

corruption we see in the world, rather than accepting the responsibility ourselves because 

we, in Adam, sinned and in Adam we all die. (Romans 5:12, ff.).” 

Dear ones I would ask you remember the Lord Jesus’ words in Matthew 7:24-27: “Therefore 

everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be compared to a wise man 

who build his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew 

and slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock. 

Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not act on them, will be like a foolish man 

who built his house on the sand. The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and 

slammed against that house; and it fell -- and great was its fall.” The Lord Jesus presents us 

with only two options as to where we build our “house.” Can you see that because of His 
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In all of these instances, praising God is simply giving Him 

the recognition He deserves. One way we can define what we 

mean by praising God is to consider the end result. The end 

result of giving God praise is to exalt Him and His name. I 

believe this is one of the reasons the psalmist quickly fol-

lowed the declaration of praise with exalting God.  

We can praise God in song, and singing praises to God was 

common even back in biblical times. The main purpose of the 

Psalms is to praise God—indicated by the numerous songs 

on praise. We can also praise God in dance, prayer, procla-

mations, studying God’s Word, and the list goes on.  

No matter how we praise God, we must be sure to lift up His 

name above all else. “For the Lord is great and greatly to be 

praised; He is to be feared above all gods” (Psalm 96:4). Put-

ting other people or things before God is easy to do, but with 

the Holy Spirit’s help, let us praise God with  all of our 

might. 

 

Today’s big idea: when   

we praise God, we should 

exalt Him above all else. 

What to pray: in order to 

properly give God praise, 

ask God to help you put 

Him first in your life. 

What Does Praising God Mean? By Jeremy Ham 

You are my God, and I will praise You; You are my God, I 

will exalt You. Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! 

For His mercy endures forever. (Psalm 118:28–29) 

The phrase “Praise God!” is common in the Christian vernac-

ular, but what does it really mean? Of course, God’s Word is 

the best place to look to define our terms. We must be care-

ful to not get too caught up in traditions and culture practic-

es and lose the meaning that God has given to us through 

His Word. The book of Psalms (sacred songs) is well-known 

for its focus on praising God, which is where we will direct 

our study. 

In today’s passage, the Hebrew word for “praise” is yadah, 

which means to praise, give thanks, or confess. In fact, the 

word translated “give thanks” later on in the passage comes 

from the same Hebrew word used earlier for “praise”—

context determines meaning.  

Furthermore, there are multiple Hebrew words that can be 

translated as “praise,” and it does not necessarily just have 

one definition. The Hebrew language has specific words for 

the type of praise being given, so we must examine more of 

these words before we can come up with a proper definition.  

For example, there are two different Hebrew words for 

“praise” in Psalm 149:3: “Let them praise [halal] His name 

with the dance; Let them sing praises [zamar] to Him with 

the timbrel and harp.” Halal means to praise, glorify, boast, 

commend, etc., and zamar means to make music or sing 

praises.  

words there are ONLY two views of reality, God’s view re-

vealed in Scripture and man’s view that disregards God’s 

presence revealed from sin and death. Mixing man’s blasphe-

mous view with God’s view is not a compromise leading to 

the truth it is poison to the believer as Paul warns Timothy: 

“But avoid worldly and empty chatter, for it will lead to fur-

ther ungodliness, and their talk (lit. word) will spread like 

gangrene...men who have gone astray from the truth saying 

that the resurrection already taken place and they used the 

faith of some. Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God 

stands, having this seal, “The Lord knows those who are 

His,” and, “Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to 

abstain from wickedness.” (2 Timothy 2:16-19) To the Colos-

sians he warns: “See to it that no one takes you captive 

through philosophy and empty deception, according to the 

tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of 

the world, rather than according to Christ.” (2:8) And now 

your view of life, centered in God or man? We must examine 

everything through the lens of Our Lord God Almighty! 

Question everything to make sure you are in the faith! Stay 

under the Shadow of the Almighty! 

     Pastor Robert 

 

All the avenues to the heart need to be carefully guarded 

so that nothing hurtful enters therein, particularly 

against vain thoughts and imaginations, and especially 

in those seasons when they are apt to gain an advantage. 

For if injurious thoughts are suffered to gain an inroad 

into the mind, if we accustom ourselves to give them en-

tertainment, then in vain shall we hope to be "spiritually 

minded." All such thoughts are only making provision to 

fulfil the lusts of the flesh.-A. Pink 

 

 

 

 

When I speak of a man "growing in grace," I simply mean 

this: that his sense of sin is becoming deeper, his faith 

stronger, his hope brighter, his love more extensive, his 

spiritual mindedness more marked. He feels more of the 

power of godliness in his own heart. He manifests more of 

it in his life. He is going on from strength to strength, 

from faith to faith, and from grace to grace.-J. C. Ryle 
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You might say, "What should we do to get our conversation' 

to be in heaven? It's an excellent life, indeed. 0 that we might 

attain unto it. 

First, take this rule: be persuaded that it is attainable.  

Let Christians thus conclude with themselves, "It is possible 

for me to live a life of heaven while I am upon the earth." 

There is a heaven to be had. It will mightily stir up the spirit 

of a Christian if he will believe this. You may live here with 

God, Christ, His angels, and His saints. There are some who 

have attained to this, and how have they done so? Not by 

their own strength: they were men subject to the same infir-

mities as you. Even Paul himself, who had his life in heaven, 

was subject to many infirmities. But through the strength of 

Christ, he could do all things. He was nothing in himself, 

though. 

Just read Romans 7. Paul said of himself 

that he was even sold under sin. When he 

wanted to do good, evil was present with 

him. He was led captive and found a law in 

his members rebelling against the law of 

his mind. He had many corruptions and 

was given a prick in the flesh, a messenger 

of Satan, to humble him. He spoke of this 

heavenly conversation, not only that he had 

it, but wrote to the Philippians that they 

had attained unto it. They were a very spir-

itual church but were poor and lowly in 

respect to others. They did not have the eminent gifts of the 

Corinthians, and yet the Philippians had their lives in heav-

en. Therefore, it is a thing that is attainable. 

Secondly, if you would get your life in heaven, labor to 

keep a clear conscience—keep a heaven in your con-

science.  Those men who fully defile their consciences lose 

their [communication] with heaven and, indeed, the presence 

of God is tedious to them. They loathe to go into His presence 

once they have defiled their consciences. If there is a hell in a 

man's conscience, there will not be a heaven in his life. Let 

men and women labor to keep conscience clean and a heaven 

there, and then there will be a heaven in their lives. 

Watch opportunities for heavenly exercises. Though 

you have much business in the world, watch your time! You 

who are servants should not neglect your master's business, 

for you serve God in the work of your master; but you still 

must watch your opportunities. Get alone, and if your time 

cannot be long, then let it be frequent. Watch all opportuni-

ties for heavenly exercises-for meditation, for prayer, for 

reading, for conversing with God. 0 we might get many op-

portunities to get our souls in heaven if we would just 

watch! Those who are diligent to watch opportunities for 

heavenly exercises and prize opportunities for them are the 

men and women who will attain to heavenly living. [They] do 

not make it a light matter whether or not they converse with 

God in holy duties. Christians that would have their lives in 

heaven must look for opportunities for heavenly exercises. 

They eye them as being where much of the joy and comfort of 

their lives consists.  

In the next place, do not forget this: Take heed, and be 

careful that you do not rest in formality.  Watch to get 

opportunities, but do not be formal in duties in them. 0 this 

will mightily darken your lives: it will make them very 

earthly! There will be no beauty in them if you rest in for-

mality in holy performances. There are many Christians 

who, we hope, have some good underneath, yet, growing into 

a form of religion, never honor their profession. They have 

little comfort to their own souls. They go on in a dead-

hearted condition. They do not know what it is to have com-

munion with God. 0 beware of that! We are all subject to it 

by nature, too. 

Those who have enlightened consciences 

dare not but take opportunities for heavenly 

duties. But then comes the temptations of 

the devil and the corruption of our own 

[flesh]. When you have done your task, it is 

over. You have prayed, yes, but have you 

been in heaven during that time? What 

[spiritual dealings] did you have with God? 

Take heed of formality! It will greatly hin-

der your heavenly life. A Christian, though 

weak, can only chatter to God and speak a 

few broken words and half sentences. Yet, if 

he does not rest in formality, he may have much communica-

tion with God. 0thers who have excellent parts, but rest in 

their work, never know what it means to have a life in heav-

en. 

Labor to beat down your bodies, that is, take heed of 

making provision for the flesh—beware of sensual 

lusts.  How did Paul come to have his life in heaven? He 

said, "I beat down my body." The words literally mean "black 

and blue." He clubbed it down, as if he should say, "This body 

of mine would draw my heart from spiritual things and make 

me earthly and sensual. I will keep my body down; I will not 

give that satisfaction to the flesh and body so as to strength-

en any temptation that might draw my heart from spiritual 

and heavenly things. No, instead I beat down my body." 

There is no Christian who is heavenly, but he must be very 

careful and watchful over his senses while he lives here, to 

beat down his body and so come to have his life in heaven. 

Labor to be skillful in the mystery of godliness, to 

draw strength from Jesus Christ in everything you do.   

My brethren, Christ is Jacob's ladder (Gen 28:12; Joh 1:51). 

When Jacob lay asleep, he saw a ladder on which the angels 

descended and ascended up to heaven. This ladder of Jacob's 

is none other than Jesus Christ to Christians, and that lad-

der must be set up to heaven. If you would go to heaven and 

converse with heaven, it must be by Jesus Christ. You must 

be instructed in the mystery of the gospel, in conversing with 

 

Christ teaches us that 

our chief concern 

should be to "seek...first 

the kingdom of God, 

and  his righteousness"        

(Mat 6:33). 

Cultivating a Spiritual Mind by Jeremiah Burroughs (1599-1646)  
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God through a mediator. There is such an infinite distance 

between God and us that unless we have Christ the Media-

tor, we can never come to God, nor can God come to us. It is 

only Christ the Mediator Who is the ladder...We may have 

Christ in our hearts and set Him up, so we may go up to 

heaven by His mediation. 

When a Christian comes to live in this manner and is able to 

say, "What I expect from God, I expect to draw through a 

mediator; and all the services I offer to God, I offer them 

through the hand and heart of Christ," he has much com-

munion with heaven. By Jesus Christ the Mediator, I may 

come up there and present myself there, even though no un-

clean thing may come there. God looks upon the saints as 

righteous, through Christ, being clothed with His righteous-

ness. They may come to their Father with boldness, having 

their elder Brother's garments upon them. They may come 

and kneel before the throne of grace every morning for their 

Father's blessing! It is by Him that we have access unto the 

Father. 0 acquaint yourself with the mystery of godliness in 

drawing all from Christ and offering all to God through 

Christ! By this, heaven comes down to you and, by this, you 

climb up to heaven. This is Jacob's ladder. 

But those men that only look on God in a natural way reason 

thusly: "All good things come from God," and so they go to 

prayer, "Lord, we beseech Thee, bless us this day, for all good 

things come from Thee." They serve God; their consciences 

tell them they must worship and serve God, while they live 

here. But it is in a dull, natural way. Let me leave this with 

your hearts: all good comes from God through a mediator, 

through Jesus Christ, the second Person of the Trinity, the 

God-man. All my services are offered up to God through Him. 

There is this mediator, this God-man, that unites God and 

me together. By Him, I have acceptance for both my person 

and my actions. By Him, I have other kinds of blessings than 

come from God merely as Creator. God, in bounty, bestows 

upon the creature many good things. But when we come to 

deal with God in Christ, we come to have heavenly blessings, 

blessings beyond the power of nature, yea, beyond all those 

blessings that nature can convey, beyond all the blessings 

that the creature can hold. They have the blessing from God 

immediately by the mediation of Christ. 

They enjoy God in Christ, and so come to enjoy God in a 

heavenly, supernatural way. 0 this is the way to have our 

lives in heaven, and those Christians who are well acquaint-

ed with the gospel of Christ come to live far more heavenly 

lives than others who go on in a dull, heavy, natural kind of 

service! But the hearts of those who are not acquainted with 

this mystery lie low upon the earth and do not know what it 

is to have their lives in heaven. 

So, the next rule, with which I must close all this, is 

this: Exercise much the grace of faith. There is no way 

to get above the creature, and above nature, but by exercis-

ing the grace of faith. Many Christians think they must ex-

ercise love to God and exercise sorrow for sin. The grace of 

repentance, mourning for sin, is good. You should do that, 

and you should exercise patience; but the great grace that is 

to be employed if you would attain a heavenly life is the ex-

ercise of faith. Make conscience to put forth that grace much, 

for it is by faith that we converse with God through Christ. 

Though Christ is the ladder, it is faith that carries up this 

ladder and brings us down again. It's faith that makes the 

things of heaven real to the soul. 

Free Grace Broadcaster, #249, Chapel Library 
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    Rebecca Payton 
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There is just something about being at home, isn’t there? I 

am reminded of this every time I travel. As I write this col-

umn, it has been only a few weeks since we returned from a 

Ligonier study cruise in the Caribbean. We had a wonderful 

time of study and fellowship with Ligonier’s friends and sup-

porters, many of whom are likely reading this column right 

now. Despite my enjoyment of the trip, however, I was happy 

to return home. I feel the same way every time I travel. I 

love my homeland and am happy to come back to the United 

States even after a blessed journey. 

Even though I am glad to come back to America, I must ad-

mit that when I come home to my country, I long to be else-

where. At the end of the day, the United States is but an inn, 

a place to rest on the way to my true home—the city of heav-

en. As a Christian, I realize that I will never be truly home 

until I am with my Savior in heaven. The old spiritual puts it 

well: “This world is not my home … I’m just a passin’ 

through.”  

God’s people have always been what we would call a “pilgrim 

people.” The constitution of the old covenant church in the 

exodus gave the ancient Israelites the names pilgrims 

and sojourners. Living a semi-nomadic existence in the de-

sert, they had no permanent place to call their own. Even 

their place of worship was a tent—the tabernacle—that had 

to be taken down when the Lord called Israel to move and 

put back up when they established a new camp. Later, 

John’s description of the incarnation picks up this theme. 

The Word of God who “became flesh and dwelt among us” 

(John 1:14) translates with the English term dwelt a Greek 

term with the same root that means “tent” or “tabernacle.” 

Christ literally “pitched His tent” or “tabernacled” among us. 

Because of this, Christ is the ultimate Pilgrim revealed to us 

in Scripture. He became the supreme Sojourner in the incar-

nation, leaving His home in heaven in our behalf. He came to 

this world to journey along with the children of Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob on their way to their heavenly home. 

Hebrews 11:13 puts it this way: The old covenant saints, 

having seen the promises from afar, “acknowledged that they 

were strangers and exiles on the earth.” Moses, Abraham, 

and the others went forth from their earthly homes in faith, 

seeking for that heavenly home that the Lord promised 

them. They desired “a better country, a heavenly one,” and 

so “God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has pre-

pared for them a city” (v. 16). 

Though the hall of faith in Hebrews 11 focuses on old cove-

nant believers, the pilgrimage of God’s people did not end 

once they settled in Canaan, first conquered Jerusalem, or 

even when they returned to the Promised Land after the 

exile. The Christian church is a pilgrim people. The Apostle 

Peter is clear: “Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers 

and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against 

the soul” (1 Peter 2:11; KJV). We still await the holy city and 

heavenly Jerusalem. That is the home we were made for. 

“Behold the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell 

with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself 

shall be with them, and be their God” (Rev. 21:3). 

On this side of heaven, the Lord gives us a glimpse of our 

heavenly home in many ways, especially when we gather for 

corporate worship. I’ve experienced this in my home church, 

Saint Andrew’s Chapel, where every Lord’s Day we gather 

and cross the threshold from the secular to the sacred. But 

I’ve also seen it when I have worshipped in foreign lands. 

About twenty years ago, I traveled through Eastern Europe 

to preach and teach in several lands that had been closed to 

Christian missionaries during Communist rule, which had 

ceased just a few years earlier. At one church in Transylva-

nia, I had the opportunity to preach one Sunday morning, 

and when I looked out over the congregation, I saw many 

elderly women, whose faces were etched with wrinkles born 

from years of toiling the land with primitive tools. Though 

they were dressed head to toe in black—black skirts, black 

blouses, and black babushkas—there was nonetheless a se-

renity about them. They looked almost angelic. These women 

were listening intently to my sermon, and sometimes I even 

saw a tear roll down one of their cheeks. 

Standing there, I heard my preaching translated into their 

native Romanian language, and I marveled at what was hap-

pening. I felt a real kinship with them, a bond forged from 

nothing of this world. We had nothing in common. We spoke 

different languages, came from different cultures, followed 

different customs, and otherwise had nothing to tie us to-

gether. But we did have the blessed tie that binds—a shared 

love for God’s Word. We were all citizens of heaven, passing 

through this world in different geographies but with a pro-

found union that resulted from our common union with 

Christ. I and those peasant women were both pilgrims on our 

way to the heavenly country. 

God gives us many 

blessings in this 

world and in our 

earthly homes. Never-

theless, “this world is 

not [our] home … 

“[we’re] just a pass-

in’ through.” 

Tabletalk Magazine 

A Pilgrim People by R.C. Sproul 
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(exaleipho), which Paul uses in Colossians 2, means “to blot 

out” or “to wipe away.” It means that the mountain of debt 

we once owed to God because of our sin has been complete-

ly erased. 

There are still some things we owe to God, however — not 

out of debt, but out of gratitude — and one of those things is 

forgiveness. “Forgive us our debts,” Jesus taught us to pray, 

“as we forgive our debtors” (Matt. 6:12 nkjv). From this peti-

tion we learn that we are not the only ones in debt. We have 

debtors of our own, people who owe us something for what 

they have done to us. And we are called to forgive them.  

This is a hard teaching. The prayer for forgiveness is the only 

petition in the Lord’s Prayer that comes with a condition at-

tached. If we do not forgive, we will not be forgiven. Yet we 

find it hard to forgive. How, then, can we be forgiven?  

To illustrate the difficulty, consider something John Wesley 

said in his missionary days when he was having a difficult 

time with General Oglethorpe, the proud and pitiless founder 

of colonial Georgia. Oglethorpe made this 

startling comment: “I never forgive.” 

“Then I hope, sir,” replied Wesley, “you 

never sin.” Wesley was thinking of the 

Lord’s Prayer, which implies that the un-

forgiving are unforgiven.  

Asking for our own forgiveness takes pri-

ority over offering it to others. If we had 

to forgive before we could be forgiven, 

then forgiveness would become a work, 

something we had to do to be saved. Yet 

salvation comes by grace alone. We can-

not work off our debts, we can only ask for 

them to be canceled. But now, having 

been forgiven, by the grace of God we are also able to forgive. 

Indeed, our ability to forgive is one of the surest signs of our 

having been forgiven. Those who are truly forgiven, tru-

ly forgive.  

Giving such forgiveness can be very costly, and the more 

someone has hurt us, the harder it is to forgive. Yet for-

giveness also brings great joy, not only to the forgiven, but 

especially to the forgiver. The Greek term for “forgiveness” 

(aphiemi) comes from a word that means “to let go.” For-

giveness is a release, a letting go of self-destructive feelings 

like anger, bitterness, and revenge.  

Richard Wurmbrand once met a man who had experienced 

the divine release that comes through forgiveness. Wurm-

brand was in a Communist prison in Romania at the time, 

lying in a prison cell reserved for those who were dying. In 

the cot on his right was a pastor who had been beaten so bad-

ly that he was about to die. On his left was the very man who 

had beaten him, a Communist who was later betrayed and 

tortured by his comrades. 

We need daily pardon and daily protection as well as daily 

provision. So after Jesus taught us to pray, “give us today 

our daily bread,” He also taught us to pray, “and forgive us 

our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” (Matt. 6:12–

13).  

These petitions are for fallen sinners — for people who are 

often tempted to sin, and sometimes give in. Even before we 

face these temptations, we should ask God to keep us safe 

from what John Calvin called in his Institutes “the violent 

assaults of Satan.” In asking not to be led into temptation, 

we are not requesting that we will never be tempted at all, 

but that when we are tempted God will deliver us from Sa-

tan’s deadly attacks.  

But what about the times when we do sin and fall into spir-

itual debt? How should we pray then?  

The first thing to do when we fall into debt is to figure out 

how much we owe. So what debt do we owe to God because of 

our sin? We are guilty for what we have 

done and for what we have left undone, 

for sins of omission as well as commis-

sion. Our debt includes secret sins as 

well as public ones, deliberate sins as 

well as sins committed in relative igno-

rance. And when all our sins are added 

together, they place us in God’s eter-

nal debt. 

Yet Jesus has taught us to ask our Fa-

ther to help us. “Our Father,” we are to 

pray, “forgive us our debts.” With these 

words we declare our moral bankruptcy, 

freely admitting that we owe God more 

than everything we have. Then we ask Him to forgive us 

outright. And because He is our loving Father, God does 

what we ask. When we go to Him weighed down with the 

debt of all our sin, He does not sit down with us to work out 

a payment plan. Instead, He offers full and free forgiveness.  

When God remits our debts He is well within His legal 

rights, for the Scripture says that He took our sin away, 

“canceling the record of debt that stood against us” by 

“nailing it to the cross” (Col. 2:14). This vivid image corre-

sponds to the way debts were sometimes cancelled in the 

ancient world. When a debtor finally paid off all his debts, 

his creditor would strike a nail through the certificate of 

debt. In the same way, when Christ died on the cross, God 

drove a nail right through the infinite debt of our sin. There 

are no longer any outstanding charges against us. 

The debts we ask God to forgive when we pray the way Jesus 

taught us to pray are the very debts that were crucified with 

Christ at Calvary. When Christ died on the cross, all our 

debts were cancelled. The Greek word for “cancel” 

Forgive Us Our Trespasses by Philip Ryken  

 

There are still some 

things we owe to God, 

however — not out of 

debt, but out of gratitude 

— and one of those 

things is forgiveness.  
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One night the Communist awakened in the middle of a 

nightmare and cried out, “Please, pastor, say a prayer for 

me. I have committed such crimes, I cannot die.” The pas-

tor feebly got up, stumbled past Wurmbrand’s cot, and sat 

at the bedside of his enemy.  

As he watched, Wurmbrand saw the pastor caress the hair 

of the man who had tortured him and speak these amazing 

words: “I have forgiven you with all of my heart, and I love 

you. If I who am only a sinner can love and forgive you, 

more so can Jesus who is the Son of God and who is love 

incarnate. Return to Him. He longs for you much more 

than you long for Him. He wishes to forgive you much 

more than you wish to be forgiven. You just repent.” There, 

in the prison cell, the Communist began to confess all his 

murders and tortures. When he had finished, the two men 

prayed together, embraced, and then returned to their 

beds, where each died that very night. 

The Romanian pastor had learned how to forgive. He had 

learned this from Jesus, who first forgave his debts, and then 

taught him to forgive his debtors. This same Jesus forgives us 

and delivers us, for by His death on the cross He has canceled 

our debt and destroyed the power of the Devil.  

    Tabletalk Magazine 

To know how best to pray for our churches, we need to con-

sider how the ascended Lord Jesus Christ prays for His 

church. J.C. Ryle was right when he said, “What Christ asks 

for His people, His people should ask for themselves.” There-

fore, Jesus’ prayer in John 17 is helpful as a template for our 

prayers concerning our churches. 

It’s worth noting the spiritual nature of Jesus’ prayer. This 

might sound obvious, since all prayer is “spiritual,” but I’m 

referring more to the end (telos) of our prayers. Many email 

prayer chains are full of health and financial concerns. To be 

sure, we mustn’t disregard the importance of temporal needs 

(Phil. 4:6), but we should pray for temporal needs insofar as 

they are for spiritual ends. Perhaps noting a few categories 

in John 17 will support this claim. 

Perseverance: Pray that none in the visible church would 

wander, that your church family would be numbered among 

those of whom Christ said He would lose not one (vv. 11, 23; 

see 10:28). 

Joy: Pray for joy that is full, sustained, communicable, and 

Godward (John 17:13; see Pss. 16:11; 21:6). 

Protection: Pray for protection from the world, the flesh, 

and the devil, the one who seeks to lead the sheep astray 

(John 17:15). 

Sanctification: Pray for your church to be set apart in holi-

ness and for Spirit-wrought conformity to Christ (v. 17). 

Witness: Pray that your church would bear witness to the 

glory of God revealed in the gospel of Jesus Christ (v. 18). 

Unity: Pray for an unbreakable fellowship grounded in truth 

and a tangible unity among your church family (vv. 11, 21–

23). 

These categories can be prayed concerning individuals as 

well as larger bodies. They can also be prayed concerning the 

universal church or the local church. 

Unity is the most prominent category in Jesus’ prayer. Un-

fortunately, it’s perhaps the one for which we pray least of-

ten. But Jesus prays for a unity among His church that re-

flects the unity of the Godhead (v. 11). Just as our mystical 

union with Christ is to be lived out, our union with one an-

other is to be lived out. We as Christ’s sheep too often act as 

if we belong to different shepherds and to different folds. But 

unity within the body under its Head is in fact that which 

testifies to the world that the gospel is true (v. 21). 

Charles Spurgeon admonished his church, “We cannot all 

preach; we cannot all rule; we cannot all give gold and silver, 

but we can all contribute our prayers.” Praying for our 

churches aligns our affections with the affections of God, who 

“loves the gates of Zion” (Ps. 87:2). Richard Sibbes noted, 

“The prayers of others for [Christ’s] church are accepted, 

because they are for her that is his beloved.” Further, pray-

ing for our churches’ perseverance, joy, protection, sanctifica-

tion, witness, and unity ensure that our prayers align with 

Jesus’, and they’re a crucial means by which God fulfills His 

promise to “do good to Zion in [His] good pleasure” (Ps. 

51:18).    Tabletalk Magazine 

How Can I Pray for My Church? by Aaron L. Garriott 
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MOROCCO 

Overview:  Morocco is ruled by a monarch who is purport-

edly a direct descendant of the prophet Muhammad and in-

tends to govern the nation with Islamic principles. The 

North African country has experienced over 1,100 years of 

Islamic oppression since Morocco’s historic people group, the 

Berbers, were forced into Islam by invading Arabs in the 

eighth century. Today, only a fraction of 1 percent of the pop-

ulation is Christian. The growth of Christianity has been 

slow, with a major setback occurring in 2010 when hundreds 

of missionaries were forced to leave the country. With the 

rise of digital technology and social media, more Moroccans 

are coming to faith in Christ.  

Major Religions:  Nearly all Moroccans are Sunni Mus-

lims.  

Persecutor:  The government is the main persecutor. 

Family, friends and communities also persecute Chris-

tian converts.  

There are no church buildings in Morocco. Bible distribution 

and missionary activity are not allowed in the country. 

Christians have difficulty finding fellowship, but networks of 

underground churches have developed. A number of Chris-

tians have been imprisoned on charges of apostasy and pros-

elytizing.  

Access To Bibles:  About 35 million people live in Morocco, 

but few printed Bibles exist in the country. It is difficult to 

get a Bible, but believers access Scripture through creative 

methods such as digital files on SD cards, which they can 

use on their mobile phones and tablets.   

• Pray for the wisdom of believers caught by secret po-

lice.  

• Pray that believers will boldly share the gospel 

with their families.  

• Pray for unity among Moroccan Christians.  

• Pray that Bibles will become more accessible 

throughout the country.  

• Pray for King Mohammed VI and other govern-

ment leaders  

UZBEKISTAN 

Overview:  Though Uzbekistan has long been a highly re-

stricted country, its government has made incremental re-

forms in religious freedom in recent years. Though re-

strictions on churches and Christian organizations have 

eased, evangelism and conversion are opposed, and it is still 

illegal to distribute evangelistic literature in public. This 

improvement, with unity among believers across several 

Christian denominations and a focus on training and equip-

ping Christian leaders, is a positive development for the 

small number of Uzbek churches and Christians.  

Major Religions:  83 percent of Uzbeks are Sunni Muslims. 

2 percent are Christians, including a small fraction of 1 per-

cent who are evangelicals. Many are irreligious as a result of 

suffering under decades of atheistic Communist rule until 

the fall of the Soviet Union.  

Persecutor:  The government fines Christian converts from 

Islam, and families often reject family members who become 

Christians.  

Converts from Islam are persecuted by their families, com-

munities and sometimes by the government. Evangelical 

Christians are considered religious extremists and have 

been fined and detained for worship, which the government 

sometimes considers to be illegal religious activity. Orthodox 

churches meet openly and legally, but most evangelical 

Christians meet in unregistered groups. Uzbekistan’s gov-

ernment once routinely imprisoned Christians, but fines and 

short detentions have since become more common.  

Access To Bibles:  Bibles are difficult to obtain and, for 

some Christians, risky to own.  

• Pray that pastors and leaders will lead by example.  

• Pray for revival in the country.  

• Pray for President Shavkat Mirziyoyev and the gov-

ernment.  

• Pray for the protection of Christian doctors and nurs-

es.  

• Pray that Christians will remain strong during diffi-

cult times.  

Global Prayer Guide from The Voice of the Martyrs  www.persecution.org 
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One of the most exciting times of my life was when I was 

converted to Christ. I was filled with a zeal for evangelism. 

However, much to my consternation, when I told my friends 

about my conversion to Christ, they thought I was crazy. 

They were tragically amused, remaining unconvinced de-

spite my sharing the gospel with them. Finally, they asked 

me, “Why don’t you start a class and teach us what you 

have learned about Jesus?” They were serious. I was elated. 

We scheduled a time to meet—but they never showed up. 

Despite my profound desire for evangelism, I was a failure 

at it. This realization came to me early in my ministry. Yet, 

I also discovered that there are many people whom Christ 

has called and whom He has gifted by His Spirit to be par-

ticularly effective in evangelism. To this day, I’m surprised 

if anyone attributes their conversion in some part to my 

influence. In one respect, I’m glad that the Great Commis-

sion is not a commission principally to evangelism. 

The words preceding Jesus’ commission were these: “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me” 

(Matt. 28:18). He then went on to say, “Go therefore and 

make disciples of all nations” (v. 19). When Jesus gave this 

commission to the church, He was speaking authoritatively. 

He gave a mandate to the church of all ages not simply to 

evangelize but to make disciples. That raises a significant 

question: What is a disciple? 

The simplest definition of disciple is one who directs his 

mind toward specific knowledge and conduct. So, we might 

say that a disciple is a learner or pupil. The Greek philoso-

phers Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle had disciples. Socrates 

described himself as a disciple of Homer, whom Socrates 

regarded as the greatest thinker in Greek history. 

We tend to think of Homer as a poet rather than as a phi-

losopher. But Socrates saw him as the supreme teacher of 

ancient Greece. Socrates had his own student—his chief 

disciple—whose name was Plato. Plato had his disciples, 

the chief one being Aristotle. Aristotle also had his disci-

ples, the most famous being Alexander the Great. It is 

astonishing to think about how dramatically the ancient 

world was shaped by four men: Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, 

and Alexander the Great. In fact, it is nearly impossible to 

understand the history of Western civilization without un-

derstanding the influence of those four individuals, who in 

their own way were each disciples of another. 

Aristotle was known as a “peripatetic” philosopher. That is, 

he was a nomadic teacher who walked from place to place, 

not teaching in a fixed location. The students of Aristotle 

would follow him as he walked the streets of Athens. In one 

respect, Aristotle’s disciples lived life with him, learning 

from him in the course of a normal daily routine. 

These concepts help illuminate the nature of discipleship. 

However, they fail to capture the full essence of biblical 

discipleship. Biblical discipleship involves walking with the 

Christ’s Call to Make Disciples by R.C. Sproul  
Teacher and learning from His words, but it is more than that. 

Jesus was a rabbi and, of course, the most important peripa-

tetic teacher and disciple-maker in history. Wherever He 

walked, His students would follow. At the beginning of Jesus’ 

public ministry, He chose particular individuals to be His dis-

ciples. They were required to memorize the teachings that He 

spoke as He walked. What’s more, people didn’t file an appli-

cation to get into the School of Jesus. Jesus selected His disci-

ples. He went to prospective disciples where they were and 

gave this simple command: “Follow me.” The command was 

literal—He called them to drop their present duties. They had 

to leave their work, their families, and their friends to fol-

low Jesus. 

Yet, Jesus was more than just a peripatetic teacher. His disci-

ples called Him “Master.” Their entire way of life changed be-

cause they followed Jesus not merely as a great teacher but as 

the Lord of all. That’s the essence of discipleship—submitting 

fully to the authority of Christ, the One whose lordship goes 

beyond just the classroom. Jesus’ lordship encompasses all of 

life. The Greek philosophers learned from their teachers but 

then tried to improve on that teaching. Christ’s disciples have 

no such warrant. We are called to understand and teach only 

what God has revealed through Christ, including the Old Tes-

tament Scriptures, for they point to Christ; and the New Tes-

tament Scriptures, for they are the words of those whom 

Christ appointed to speak in His name. 

The Great Commission is the call of Christ for His disciples to 

extend His authority over the whole world. We are to share 

the gospel with everyone so that more and more people might 

call Him “Master.” This calling is not simply a call to evange-

lism. It isn’t merely a call to get members for our churches. 

Rather, Christ calls us to make disciples. Disciples are people 

who have wholeheartedly committed to follow the thinking 

and conduct of the Master. Such discipleship is a lifelong expe-

rience of learning the mind of Christ and following the will of 

Christ, submitting ourselves in full obedience to His lordship. 

Thus, when Jesus tells us to go to all nations, we are to go into 

all the world with His agenda, not our own. The Great Com-

mission calls us to work with other believers in the church in 

order to produce disciples and flood this world with knowl-

edgeable, articulate Christians who worship God and follow 

Jesus Christ passionately. 
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In our continuing review of the "Armor of God," we have been 

examining each of the elements listed in Ephesians 6. In this 

article, we will explore verse 16 in which we encounter the 

fourth of Paul's list of seven: 

Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be 

able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.  Eph 6:16 

The Roman shield was about 4 ft. high and about 2 1/2 feet 

wide. It was typically made as a curved laminate of three 

layers of wood strips and covered with leather. The edges 

were bound with rawhide stitched through the wood (or 

sometimes bronze binding was used). 

The shield was the maneuverable part of the warrior's ar-

mor. It was designed to protect him from arrows and javelins, 

flaming and otherwise. 

If the shield had any holes or damage, survival would depend 

upon fixing it before entering the battle-certainly not during! 

The diligent warrior would direct his energies to its repair as 

part of his pre-engagement preparations. 

How does one exercise diligence with respect to his "shield of 

faith?" Are there any "holes" in your shield of faith? When is 

the proper time to repair it? You are already on enemy turf! 

Faith in What? - At the 1993 Presidential Prayer Breakfast 

in Washington D.C., Vice President Al Gore said, "Faith in 

God, reliance upon a Higher Power, by whatever name, is, in 

my view, essential." 

This notion that every concept of god is equally valid was also 

reinforced when Pope John Paul II assembled snake wor-

shipers, fire worshipers, spiritists, animists, witch doctors, 

along with Hindus, Buddhists, and Muslims at Assisi, Italy, 

to pray for peace. He made the astonishing statement that 

they were all praying to the same god!1 

While this is a common view among the ungodly, this is com-

The Armor of God: The Shield of Faith by Chuck Missler 

"And ye shall be witnesses unto Me."—Acts 1:8. 

In order to learn how to discharge your duty as a witness for 

Christ, look at His example. He is always witnessing: by the 

well of Samaria, or in the Temple of Jerusalem: by the lake 

of Gennesaret, or on the mountain's brow. He is witnessing 

night and day; His mighty prayers are as vocal to God as His 

daily services. He witnesses under all circumstances; Scribes 

and Pharisees cannot shut His mouth; even before Pilate He 

witnesses a good confession. He witnesses so clearly, and 

distinctly that there is no mistake in Him. Christian, make 

your life a clear testimony. Be you as the brook wherein you 

may see every stone at the bottom—not as the muddy creek, 

of which you only see the surface—but clear and transpar-

ent, so that your heart's love to God and man may be visible 

to all. You need not say, "I am true:" be true. Boast not of 

integrity, but be upright. So shall your testimony be such 

that men cannot help seeing it. Never, for fear of feeble man, 

restrain your witness. Your lips have been warmed with a 

coal from off the altar; let them speak as like heaven-touched 

lips should do. "In the morning sow thy seed, and in the 

evening withhold not thine hand." Watch not the clouds, con-

sult not the wind—in season and out of season witness for 

the Saviour, and if it shall come to pass that for Christ's sake 

and the gospel's you shall endure suffering in any shape, 

shrink not, but rejoice in the honour thus conferred upon 

you, that you are counted worthy to suffer with your Lord; 

and joy also in this—that your sufferings, your losses, and 

persecutions shall make you a platform, from which the 

more vigorously and with greater power you shall witness for 

Christ Jesus. Study your great Exemplar, and be filled with 

His Spirit. Remember that you need much teaching, much 

upholding, much grace, and much humility, if your witness-

ing is to be to your Master's glory. 

Studies in the Scriptures—Witness Bearing 

One of the ways in which Christians may give evidence in 

favour of their God is by testifying to the fact of His unmis-

takable interposition in answer to believing prayer. The 

world ridicules the idea, imagining that Nature is wound up 

like a clock, which mechanically and automatically sets the 

machinery of the universe in motion, without any present 

and direct intervention by the Creator. But the Lord’s people 

know quite otherwise. Many times, and in a great variety of 

ways, they have proved for themselves that the Lord hears 

prayer, for there was such an evident connection between 

their supplications and the ordering of events that they can-

not doubt for a moment the latter was the Father’s granting 

of their requests. While they must not cast their pearls be-

fore swine, it is both their privilege and duty (as suitable 

opportunities are provided in private conversation) to ac-

quaint their brethren and sisters with God’s gracious an-

swers of peace, thereby rejoicing their hearts and strength-

ening their faith. 

A striking instance of divine intervention in response to be-

lieving prayer is narrated by George Müller (1805-1898): 

“When the water was dried up in Bristol, and the water-

works were not able to serve sufficient to the people, I, with 

more than a thousand children dependent upon me, never 

asked any man for a drop of water, but went on my knees 

before God; and a farmer, who was neither directly nor indi-

rectly asked by me, called at my door the next hour and of-

fered to bring us water; and when his supplies were dried up, 

instead of telling anybody, I went to my God, and told Him 

all about it; and another friend offered to let me fetch water 

from his brook.” Charles H. Spurgeon (1834-1892) declared: 

“I have had as distinct answers to prayer as if God had 

thrust His right hand through the blue sky and given right 

into my lap the bounty which I had sought of Him.” Such too 

has been the writer’s experience. And we trust yours too. 
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pletely irrational and refuses to honor the one true God or 

even to acknowledge His existence. 

This is the same fallacy which was explored in Alan 

Bloom's book, The Closing of the American Mind, which 

exposed the intellectual and moral bankruptcy of relativ-

ism and the current "political correctness" of denying even 

the existence of absolute truth. Modern pagan religions 

have built their appeal on this vacuum. 

The mind reels in the attempt to understand the insanity 

of paganism. No one knows how much of the substance of 

life has been poured out upon the stained altars of gods 

who are not, and of demons who are. 

The evolutionist also takes his own irrational "leap of 

faith" and is committed to a contrary-to-fact catechism. 

Robert Jas-trow, one of the world's leading astronomers, 

founder and director of the Goddard Space Institute, and 

an agnostic, shocked his colleagues by admitting, at a na-

tional conference of the Association for the Advancement of 

Science, that contrary to the articles of faith in the scien-

tific profession, evidence seems to demand an intelligent 

Creator of the universe. 

The eminent scientist Sir Fred Hoyle also accused the evo-

lutionists of defending their own religious faith: 

"The [mathematical impossibility of spontaneous biogene-

sis] is well known to geneticists and yet nobody seems to 

blow the whistle decisively on the theory... Most scientists 

still cling to Darwinism because of its grip on the educa-

tional system... You either have to believe its concepts, or 

you will be branded a heretic." 

Whence Cometh Faith?  - Faith should be a response to 

proven truth. Any faith which is not based upon reason 

supported by irrefutable evidence is the utmost folly. Gulli-

bility is no help to true faith but actually its enemy. Skep-

ticism is, in fact, essential as the first step toward true 

faith, so long as it doesn't hard-en into pride or become a 

cloak for prejudice. 

No thinking person can embrace just "any god" as the Cre-

ator of the universe; the same Creator who has a purpose 

in our existence and who holds us accountable:  But with-

out faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh 

to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder 

of them that diligently seek Him. 

Hebrews 11:6 

No one can have faith in God-that is, absolute and total 

trust in Him-without knowing Him. Thus, the path to 

growing your faith is simply to learn more of Him. How 

does one do that? First, by discovering the majesty and 

integrity of His Word, giving it its proper priority in your 

life. 

Second, by maintaining a continuing dialog with Him in 

your life. 

How Then Shall We Live? - The classic, but practical, ques-

tion of how we are to live is answered by Habakkuk: 

The just shall live by faith.  Habakkuk 2:4 

It is interesting that the Apostle Paul wrote a trilogy of es-

says on this verse in three of his epistles. 

Who are "the just?" Paul's Epistle to the Romans deals with 

how we are justified by faith alone. (Paul quotes Habakkuk 

2:4 in Romans 1:17.) 

How shall the just then live? Paul's Epistle to the Galatians 

deals with shedding the grave clothes of religious externalism 

and walking by faith. (Paul quotes Habakkuk 2:4 in Gala-

tians 3:11.) 

And, of course, the Epistle to the Hebrews continues as the 

epitome in dealing with the pillars of faith. (The writer 

quotes Habakkuk 2:4 in Hebrews 10:38.) 

(This effective trilogy crafted around Habakkuk 2:4 is one of 

the many reasons we believe Hebrews, too, was written by 

Paul. If not, then the evident craftsmanship of the Holy Spirit 

is even more remarkable!) 

More Than Belief - Faith is, of course, more than belief 

alone.  Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: 

the devils also believe, and tremble. 

James 2:19 

Faith involves trust and reliance. I may "believe" that a stool 

can hold me. I exercise my faith in the stool when I rely on it 

by sitting on it! 

There are also three primary "legs" supporting our faith: 

Prayer. His Word. And fellowship. 

The Tortoise Formation -  One of the provocative aspects 

in the exploitation of the Roman shields was their use in a 

combination which was called the testudo ("tortoise") for-

mation. Twenty-seven soldiers would combine together: six in 

front and seven in each of three rows. 

The ones on the outside edge would interlock their shields 

vertically; the insiders would form a roof with theirs. The 

composite was virtually impregnable as a sort of walking 

tank. They would test their skills in training by driving chari-

ots over it (see sketch below). 

This is suggestive to some in that it might have a parallel 

within the Body of Christ. By pooling our talents and gifts, 

we strengthen our composite positions when under attack 

from the myths and delusions assaulting us individually from 

"the world." (Cf. Rom 12:6-8; 1 Thess 3:10.) 

If you are not making your spiritual gifts available to the 

Body, you are, in effect, defrauding us all. 

This is the victory over the world, even our faith. 1 John 5:4 

    Continued next month 
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That thou mayest walk in the way of good men, and keep the paths of    

the righteous: For the upright shall dwell in the land, and the perfect 

shall remain in it; But the wicked shall be cut off from the earth,               

and the transgressors shall be rooted out of it. 

Here is the consummating blessing of engrafted wisdom. Not only does it deliver from evil 

men; but it guides us into the way of good men. Clad with this Divine armor, thou shalt 

have courage, like Joseph, to turn thy face from the enchantment of Sin (Gen 39:9, 10), and 

keep the paths of the righteous, rugged indeed, yet the only paths of rest and security 

(Song 1:7, 8; Jer 6:16). Thus shalt thou dwell and remain in the land, as its original inheri-

tor (Psa 37:9, 11, 22, 29, 34; Mat 5:5); having the best portion in earth, and an infinitely 

better portion in heaven; while the wicked and transgressors, though they may “enjoy the 

pleasures of sin for a season,” shall be ultimately cut off, rooted out, and “driven away” into 

everlasting ruin (Pro 10:30; 14:32; 15:25; Psa 52:5-7; 92:7; Mat 3:10). 

And now, what serious reader of this chapter can fail to estimate above all price the privi-

lege of being early enlisted under the banner of the cross; early taught in the ways, and 

disciplined in the school of the Bible; and early led to hide that blessed book in the heart, 

as the rule of life, the principle of holiness, the guide to heaven! 

Parents, sponsors, teachers of youth, ponder your deep responsibility with unceasing pray-

er for special grace and wisdom. Beware of glossing over sins with amiable or palliating 

terms. Let young people be always led to look upon vicious habits with horror, as the most 

appalling evil. Discipline their vehemence of feeling, and all ill-regulated ex- citement. 

Keep out of sight, as far as may be, books calculated to inflame the imagina- tion. To give 

impulse to the glowing passion may stimulate the rising corruption to the most malignant 

fruitfulness. Oh! What wisdom is needed to guide, to repress, to bring forth, to develop 

safely, and to improve fully—the mind, energies, and sensibilities of youth! 

Young man! Beware! Do not flatter thyself for a moment that God will ever wink at your 

sinful passions; that He will allow for them, as slips and foibles of youth. They are the 

“cords of your own sins,” which, if the power of God’s grace break them not in time, will 

“hold” you for eternity (Pro 5:22). Shun then the society of sin, as the infection of the 

plague. Keep thy distance from it, as from the pit of destruction. Store thy mind with the 

preservative of heavenly wisdom. Cultivate the taste for purer pleasures. Listen to the fa-

therly, pleading remonstrance, inviting thee to thy rest—“Wilt thou not from this time cry 

unto me, ‘My Father! Thou art the guide of my youth?’” (Jer 3:4). 

Chapter 2:20-22 Wisdom: Blessings and Warnings  
by Charles Bridges (1794-1869) 
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For wisdom will enter your heart and 

knowledge will be pleasant to your soul;  

Discretion will guard you, understanding 

will watch over you.                Psalm 2: 10, 11 


