
The Word of God makes it plain that we know Him because He first knew us. And being 

known by Him is the reason we can have an intimate relationship with Him. And, our rela-

tionship with Him provides us with motive, direction and faith enables us to do good deeds. 

These good deed are produced in us because He abides in us through the presence of the Ho-

ly Spirit. Accordingly, the presence of the Holy Spirit makes it possible to have an intimate 

relationship with Him. It is Jesus Christ that asked our Heavenly Father of make us one 

with Him and the Father in John 17. This relationship with Him always and must produce 

“good deeds” in our life. The Apostle John states the correlation with our deeds and our rela-

tions with Him this way: 

“My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone 

sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and He Himself is 

the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world. 

By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. The one 

who says, “I have come to know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and 

the truth is not in him; but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been 

perfected. By this we know that we are in Him: the one who says he abides in Him ought 

himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.” (1 John 2:1-6) Good deeds are events, 

activities that are a result of the relationship and mission we have as the Church of the Liv-

ing Lord Jesus Christ.  

I want to continue to hold up for you the importance of an ever increasing intimacy with the 

God of the universe, your Heavenly Father. Remember in Acts 19:21 Paul, “purposed in the 

Spirit to go to Jerusalem?” A look at the original language there shows us that Paul was laid 

out by the Spirit to go, in other words, he was following the leading of the Holy Spirit in his 

life. What great awareness, confidence and obedience to God’s will for his life Paul demon-

strated for us. He was more than willing to be an active participant in what the Lord was 

doing with him because of this wonderfully intimate relationship he had with the Lord. The 

Lord Jesus told his disciples on the way to the cross that it was advantageous for Him to 

leave so that the Comforter, Counselor, Helper, Paraclete, the Holy Spirit could then come to 

us. He is to lead us to the truth, the way, the life, (John 13). He reveals His will to us by 

making the Word relevant to us as the pathway, the map to follow Him.   

This can only be accomplished by a relationship that He gives His children that transcends 

time and space. Take the time today to review Psalm 139 to renew you. The marvelous thing 

about this Psalm is that David is not telling God something that He did not already know, 

but telling Him what he had learned so far from his relationship with Him. Look at verse 

three, a more literal translation says, “You winnow my journeying and my lying down, and 

are intimately acquainted with all my ways.” David is telling the Lord that he sees Him sep-

arating the good from the bad in his life because the Lord has His hand on him. David sees 

Him leading, guiding and directing him for His Glory. David is determined to be a willing 

participant in what His Lord God is doing with him through his life. 

“Knowing God ‘in Deed’/ God Knows You Indeed”  

“They were  

continually devoting  

themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching 

and to fellowship, the 

breaking of bread, 

and to prayer.”  

Acts 2:42 
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serves. “Who can utter the mighty acts of the Lord? Who can 

declare all His praise?” (Psalm 106:2). Of course, these are 

rhetorical questions, as the answer is most definitely “no 

one.”  

Sadly, there are those who do not want to recognize God as 

their Creator, because they do not want to be accountable to 

Him. Instead, they worship His creation. As Christians, we 

should never compromise by exalting the creation over the 

Creator. We need to stand firm on the truth of God’s Word—

our foundation for praising God.  

Today’s big idea: the truth of God’s Word is our foundation 

for praising Him. 

What to pray: ask God to help us to never compromise His 

Word and to give Him the praise that is due Him. 

Answers In Genesis 

Biblical Authority Devotional: Praise God, Part 5 

 

 

Why Should We Praise God? By Jeremy Ham 

You are my God, and I will praise You; You are my God, I 

will exalt You. Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! 

For His mercy endures forever. (Psalm 118:28–29) 

In the last devotional, we focused on what praising God 

means. Using the same passage, we now will examine why 

we should praise God. Scripture clearly expresses the im-

portance of praising God, but if we do not understand the 

reason behind it, we lose our foundational basis for praising 

Him—praise without meaning is empty. We must be sure 

our foundation is the truth of God in every area, including 

praise.  

Many people end up praising fallible human beings rather 

than God because they lack the truth. “They exchanged the 

truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the crea-

ture rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen” 

(Romans 1:25, ESV). For example, who should we put our 

faith in—the scientists whose opinions always change and 

have not always been there or God who never changes and 

has always been? The answer may seem obvious, but many 

would rather praise the creature instead of the Creator. 

We must recognize that God is our Creator; He is our Lord, 

and as a result, we should praise Him:  

Know that the Lord, He is God; it is He who has made us, 

and not we ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of His 

pasture. Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into 

His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His 

name. (Psalm 100:3–4). 

Moreover, we should also praise God for His unending mer-

cy. Salvation is from God, and He has given us many spiritu-

al blessings. Our response should be one of praise and glory 

to God. After all, the Lord is good, and His mercy is everlast-

ing.  

Praising Him does not end here, however. As finite human 

beings, we can never truly give God all the praise he de-

Dear one, be resolved this month to grow in your intimacy 

with the Lord with us by listening to the Holy Spirit as He 

leads you into all the truth as He “winnows your journeying” 

at Chapel Woods. You know we have weekly opportunities 

and special events (as above) for you to take advantage of for 

yourself and your family. Seek more of the Lord’s fellowship, 

more of the Lord’s power, more of the Lord’s Glory. Take 

advantage of our offerings and be a willing participant with 

what our Great God is doing with us here in Snellville.  I 

look forward to seeing you as you glorify God with your life 

and enjoy Him forever as we journey together in July. 

     Pastor Robert 

The efficient cause of our salvation consists in God 

the Father’s love; the material cause in God the 

Son’s obedience; the instrumental cause in the 

Spirit’s illumination, that is, faith; the final cause 

in the glory of God’s great generosity.  - John Calvin 
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For to be carnally minded is death.-Romans 8:6 

I must tell you that, because the apostle saith [carnal mind-

edness] is death or the highway to everlasting destruction, 

we must more accurately state the matter. 

What is that death that is the consequence of it? Death is 

signified three [ways] in Scripture-temporal, spiritual, and 

eternal. The first consisteth in the separation of the soul 

from the body; the second in the separation of the soul from 

God; the third in an eternal separation of both body and soul 

from God in a state of endless misery. 

1. Death is a separation of the soul from the body with all its 

antecedent preparations.  Diseases, pains, miseries, dangers-

these are death begun: “in deaths often” (2 Co 11:23), that is, 

in dangers; that he may take from me this death (Exo 10:17), 

meaning the plague of the locusts; and death is consummat-

ed at our dissolution (1Co 15:55). Now, all this is the fruit of 

sin, and they forfeit their lives that only use them for the 

flesh. They are unserviceable to God. Therefore, why should 

they live in the world? 

2. Spiritual death or an estrangement from god as the author 

of the life of grace. So, we are said to be "dead in trespasses 

and sins" (Eph 2:1), and so it may hold good here: "She that 

liveth in pleasure, is dead while she liveth" (1Ti 5:6). That is, 

[she] hath no feeling of the life of grace. But,  

3. Eternal death, which consisteth in an everlasting separa-

tion from the presence of the Lord, [is] called the second 

death. "On such the second death hath no power" (Rev 20:6); 

and v. 1', "death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This 

is the second death." This is most horrible and dreadful and 

is the portion of all those that are slaves to the flesh. Now, 

this is called death because in all creatures that have sense, 

their dissolution is accompanied with pain. Trees and vege-

tables die without pain; not so doth man and beast. Death to 

men is more bitter because they are more sensible of the 

sweetness of life than beasts are and have some forethought 

of what may follow after; and because it is a misery from 

which there is no release-as from the first death, there is no 

recovery into the present life. This second death is set forth 

by two solemn notions: "Where their worm dieth not, and the 

fire is not quenched" (Mar 9:44)-by which is meant the sting 

of conscience and the wrath of God. Both these make the 

sinner forever miserable: the sting of conscience, or the fret-

ting remembrance of their past folly, when they reflect upon 

their madness in following the pleasures of sin and neglect-

ing the offers of grace. Besides this, there are pains inflicted 

upon them by the wrath of God. There is no member or facul-

ty of the soul free [from feeling] the misery of the second 

death. 

As no part is free from sin, so none shall be from punish-

ment. In the first death, the pain may lie in one place-head 

or heart-but [in hell,] all over. The agonies of the first death 

are soon over, but the agonies and pains of the second death 

endure forever. The more the first death prevaileth, the more 

we are past feeling. But by this second death, there is a 

greater vivacity than ever: the capacity of every sense is en-

larged and made more receptive of pain...The more vehe-

mently anything doth strike on the senses, the more doth it 

deaden the sense ...But in the second death, the capacity is 

improved by feeling the power of God sustaining the sinner 

whilst His wrath torments him. As the saints are fortified by 

their blessedness and can endure that light and glory-the 

least glimpse of which would overwhelm them in this world-

so the wicked are capacitated to endure the torments. In the 

first death, our praying is for life [because we do not want to 

die.] [In the second death,] our wish shall be for destruction 

[because we do not want to live.] Every man would lose a 

tooth rather than be perpetually tormented with the tooth-

ache; [but the] pains [of hell] never cease. This death is the 

fruit of the carnal life.  

Free Grace Broadcaster, #249, Spiritual Mindedness, Chapel 

Library 

Think About Death by Thomas Manton (1620-1677) 

8th    Wyatt Payton 

23rd    Sarah Magdziarz 

    Rebecca Payton 

29th Robyn Jones 



Page 4 Chapel Woods Presbyterian Church, PCA 

I am sure that somewhere and at some time Tabletalk read-

ers have heard the lyrics of the “anthem of the West” titled 

“Home on the Range.” The idyllic American cowboy was “at 

home on the range” for multiple reasons. One reason was 

because it was a home “where seldom was heard a discourag-

ing word”—a home environment where discouraging words 

were rare and encouraging words were plentiful. 

Our Lord expects His people to create such environments not 

in the fantasy of a song but in the reality of life—in our fami-

ly homes and in the home for His family, the church, which is 

“the household of God” (Eph. 2:19). God’s home and our 

homes should be intentionally emptied of self-centered words 

of discouragement and filled with selfless words designed to 

“encourage one another” (1 Thess. 5:11). But how does this 

happen in a sin-cursed world full of discouraging words? How 

does this happen in the church, which is full of grace-saved 

sinners? 

Good homes have “house rules.” Mine did, but more pointed-

ly, so does God’s. ... exploring some of those “house rules”—

the “one another” admonitions in God’s Word for God’s fami-

ly. These admonitions are not suggestions from a family ther-

apist. They are divine commands, including the command to 

“encourage one another.” Clearly, we need to pray for the 

Spirit of God to give us both the ability and desire to estab-

lish churches and relationships where “seldom is heard a 

discouraging word” and often is heard an encouraging word. 

But encouraging words aren’t enough. They must be united 

with encouraging deeds. Here are two texts to equip us to 

“encourage one another” in word and deed. 

Encourage One Another with Words 

In Ephesians 4–6, Paul calls all who are “in Christ” to “put 

off the old man” and “put on the new man.” In 4:29, he re-

veals four takeaways on how to fill our homes and churches 

with encouraging words: 

1. Right words. Vocabulary is crucial. Instead of 

“unwholesome words” that pollute hearers, use 

“edifying” words that build them up. 

2. Right way. Grace-giving words require a gracious tone, 

as they “proceed out of our mouths.” 

3. Right time. “According to the need of the moment.” Of-

ten, there are things that need to be said and ultimately 

must be said, but it is not the right time to say them. 

4. Right reason. “To give grace to those who hear.” God’s 

grace both motivates and instructs us to speak for the 

hearer’s edification, not personal gratification. 

Encourage One Another with Deeds 

How can we perform deeds of encouragement that amplify 

our words of encouragement? Effective deeds of love originate 

from and are patterned after the sinner-saving love of God in 

Christ. A classic text to instruct and encourage us is Romans 

5:6, 8. Here, too, we find four takeaways: 

1. Love is active and visible. “God demonstrated His own 

love toward us.” God’s love was visible and demonstrat-

ed when He gave His Son to give us life. And God’s Son 

gave us life through His self-sacrifice. To encourage one 

another is to love one another with visible deeds. 

2. Love is intentional and specific. The love of God made a 

way when there was no way to save sinners, and that 

way is Jesus: “Christ died for us.” God’s people do not 

perform “random acts of kindness.” They do intentional 

deeds of life-changing love. 

3. Love is sacrificial and unmerited. Visible and intentional 

deeds of love are also costly and undeserved. God gave 

His Son. God’s Son gave His life as an atoning sacrifice 

for all the sins of all of His people. He “died for us.” We 

needed Him but did not want Him; He did not need us 

but wanted us. The unmerited love of God sent the Son 

of God who gave Himself for us to save us. As a result, 

when we love we are to think of the needs of others 

above our own. 

4. Love is timely and thoughtful. “At the right time Christ 

died for the ungodly.” Encouraging deeds of love are 

timely because those who take the time to love also take 

the time to love thoughtfully. Even when addressing sin 

in each other’s lives, we thoughtfully seek to win each 

other to the Lord and for the Lord. 

When God’s people lovingly “encourage one another” with 

Christ-exalting words and deeds, the gospel message is not 

only clarified but amplified. Even more profoundly, God is 

glorified as His family enjoys a home “where seldom is heard 

a discouraging word.” 

Tabletalk Magazine 

Encourage One Another by Harry L. Reeder 
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“You shall not bear false witness.” The ninth commandment 

isn’t just a commandment for the courtroom. Jesus shows us 

in the Sermon on the Mount that the Decalogue goes much 

deeper than we might think, down to the heart level. And in 

His summary of the law, Jesus taught that the Ten Com-

mandments include both the positive—you shall—even as 

they state the negative—you shall not. So where does this 

leave us? For now, it leaves us in a garden. 

Truth Himself  -  Remember that the Ten Commandments 

tell us first about the character of our God before they tell us 

what we should do as His people. Or, as the Westminster 

catechisms teach us, Scripture can be summarized as what 

we are to believe concerning God and what duty God re-

quires of us. The God who commanded, “Do not lie,” is a God 

of truth, who reveals to us through His Word the truth about 

Himself, about ourselves, and about the world in which He 

has placed us. 

Getting back to the garden, when God created man in His 

image, He created sinless humanity to be absolute truth tell-

ers like He is. We could argue that Satan tempted Adam and 

Eve to break all Ten Commandments when he tempted them 

in the garden, but certainly, in that temp-

tation, there was a heavy emphasis on 

breaking the ninth commandment. Satan 

tempted Adam and Eve with lies about 

God; he tempted them to become liars 

about God. Adam’s willingness to believe 

lies resulted in the fall of humanity, a 

humanity that now bends, breaks, sullies, 

and disregards truth. Pontius Pilate 

spoke for the fallen human race when he 

said to Jesus, “What is truth?” But before 

we can see the cure to this hopeless situa-

tion, we need to add to our discussion a 

brief look at this thing called a “reputation.” 

A Reputation Cuts Both Ways  - Throughout history, one 

of the applications of the ninth commandment has been that 

believers are to protect the good name of our neighbor. A 

good summary word for a “good name” is a “reputation.” A 

person’s reputation is a short list of adjectives that accompa-

ny them like their given name. But, unlike a given name 

such as Bob, Jim, or Sarah, a reputation is earned over time 

and susceptible to change. So, someone might have the posi-

tive reputation of being trustworthy and hardworking or the 

negative reputation of being dishonest and lazy. Reputa-

tions, in this way, are influenced by both truth and lies. 

Someone may have their reputation altered by truth, receiv-

ing the acclaim of virtue demonstrated. But someone might 

also have their reputation altered by slander or gossip, being 

considered by others to be someone they are not. Are you 

starting to see how the ninth commandment applies to our 

reputations? Before we answer that question, we have to 

move from the garden to a hill.  

A Simul and a Cross 

On the hill of Golgotha stood the cross that changed human 

history. Jesus, the Truth, bore the punishment for all the 

sins of His people. In that great act, Jesus declared us una-

ble to save ourselves even as He simultaneously proclaimed 

Himself to be utterly able to save us. Now, as Christians, we 

have a new identity, described in the Latin phrase simul 

justus et peccator. As Christians, we simultaneously are jus-

tified before God by the imputed righteousness of Christ and 

we also continue to sin, even as we look to God for grace. 

This simul affects our reputation. As we are in Christ, we are 

perfect, sinless, and beloved of God. As we are growing in 

holiness, we are accomplishing good works, virtuous works, 

reputation-building works. As there is remaining sin, our 

reputations will be pocked with the blemishes of divine re-

bellion. How, then, do we guard the good name of our neigh-

bor on this side of the cross? The ninth commandment sets 

three guards as we defend the reputation of another believer. 

The Three Guards  - We post our first guard when we de-

termine to speak well of fellow Christians as we see God 

grow them in holiness through the work of the indwelling 

Holy Spirit. Christians were made for 

good works. God gets all the glory for 

these good works, as it is the result of His 

willing and doing, but good works also 

contribute to a Christian’s good name, his 

reputation. So, when you see a brother or 

sister growing in good works, obey the 

ninth commandment and say something 

to him or her and others about it. 

We post our second guard when we refuse 

to give or receive gossip or slander about 

a brother. Even Christians, at times, sin 

by spreading lies or refusing to confront untruths about an-

other believer. These lies can unjustly damage the reputa-

tion of a fellow believer. So, when you hear a brother or sis-

ter gossiping or being gossiped about, slandering or being 

slandered, obey the ninth commandment by confronting it, 

refusing to believe it, and not participating in it. 

We post our third guard when we set the expectation that 

Christians will both sin and repent of sin. Speaking well of a 

fellow believer does not mean we assume he does not sin but 

quite the opposite. Our reputations will reflect much of the 

remaining sin that we hate. Christians will have reputations 

for being short-tempered or, at times, fearful of men. These 

aren’t patterns of sin that we tolerate. Instead, we hate 

them. But it also affects how we speak of one another. To say 

that a brother is prone to outbursts of anger but hates it, is 

repenting of it, and is looking to Christ for mercy shows his 

excellent reputation of fighting sin and living by faith. He is 

a real sinner depending on a real Savior. Sinless perfection 

isn’t a part of any Christian’s reputation . . . yet. 

Preserving Our Neighbor’s Good Name by Joe Holland 

 

Sinless perfection isn’t a 

part of any Christian’s 

reputation . . . yet. 
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definite article defines the infinite scope of His sovereignty. 

He possesses not a mere portion of some power, ut the power. 

That is to say, He has all power in heaven and earth. All that 

God’s supreme will chooses to do, He has the omnipotence to 

execute it fully. Nothing can hinder the free exercise of His 

sovereign pleasure.  

What is more, every prayer should climax with a vibrant dec-

laration of God’s glory. Jesus said that our prayers should 

crescendo with this announcement that all glory belongs to 

God. Because the kingdom and the power belong to God, all 

glory rightfully belongs to Him.  

The Bible speaks of God’s glory in two ways. His intrinsic 

glory is the revelation of all that God is. It is the sum total of 

all His divine perfections and holy attributes. There is noth-

ing that man can do to add to the intrinsic glory of God. He is 

who He is. Additionally, there is God’s ascribed glory, which 

is the glory that is given to Him. This is the praise and honor 

due His name. Such glory is to be ascribed to Him alone. 

Here, at the end of the Lord’s Prayer, we 

find Christ referencing ascribed glory. In 

direct response to His vast sovereignty 

and unlimited power, all glory must be 

rendered to Him. In essence, such a high 

theology produces a high doxology. It is 

only fitting that this God, who is so awe-

some, be adorned in prayer.  

Fervent praise, Jesus said, should come to 

God “forever.” Because His kingdom and 

power is without end, so must our praise 

be without ceasing. Every moment of life 

must be filled with praise, both now and 

throughout all eternity. 

Finally, Jesus taught His disciples to conclude their prayers 

with the sure attestation, “Amen.” This familiar word comes 

from a Hebrew root meaning to be firm and secure. “Amen” 

eventually came to mean: “It is immovably true.” Likewise, 

this should be our concluding response to God in prayer. 

Amen to all that we know to be true about God. Amen to His 

eternal kingdom. Amen to His sovereign will. Amen to His 

daily bread. Amen to His pardoning grace. Amen to His deliv-

ering power.  

All prayer should build and rise to this lofty summit. We 

should conclude by fervently affirming that the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory belong exclusively to Him forever. Our 

only response must resoundingly be — amen! 

 

All things are for the glory of God! This driving passion was 

the very heartbeat of the Lord Jesus Christ, the highest aim 

He sought, the loftiest goal He pursued. All things in life and 

ministry, He taught, are to be solely for the glory of God.  

Nowhere is this God-centered focus more clearly evidenced 

than in what Christ taught regarding prayer. To this end, all 

intercession before the throne of God must begin and end 

with resounding praise to Him. The Alpha and Omega of 

prayer must be for the glory of God.  

Unfortunately, prayer today has often devolved into a self-

centered pursuit that is fueled by the fulfilling of one’s indul-

gences. This “prosperity gospel” has denigrated prayer into 

nothing more than a “name it and claim it” shopping excur-

sion. In this abuse of privileged access, God’s glory is all 

too forgotten. 

But as Jesus Christ taught His disciples, the primary focus 

of prayer is for one to be riveted upon the supreme glory of 

God. As our Lord gave instruction regarding how to pray, He 

was unequivocal in teaching us to as-

cribe all glory to God. Everything must 

yield to the glory of God!  In Matthew 

6:13, Jesus stated our prayers should 

conclude: “For Yours is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever. 

Amen” (nkjv). 

The above is quoted in the New King 

James Version, a translation based upon 

the Textus Receptus. In this passage, we 

encounter a textual problem, one that 

has been debated throughout the centu-

ries. As such, many translations handle 

this portion of Scripture in varying ways. 

For example, the New American Standard Bible places these 

words in brackets. The English Standard Version and New 

International Version omit this part of the verse altogether. 

For our purposes, however, we will consider these concluding 

words to the Lord’s Prayer as a part of the biblical text. 

This climactic doxology begins with a passionate declaration 

of God’s sovereignty. When a believer prays, Jesus said, he 

should conclude by affirming, “For Yours is the kingdom.” 

This robust pronouncement asserts that God both possesses 

and presides over His vast kingdom. He is the sovereign 

king, who exercises supreme authority and unrestricted do-

minion over an immense empire. Certainly, this reign in-

cludes both the realm of providence and the sphere of salva-

tion. He commands all the affairs of mankind, even the intri-

cate inner workings of the entire universe. From His throne 

above, God “works all things according to the counsel of his 

will” (Eph. 1:11).  

Further, Jesus taught His disciples that when they pray, 

they should declare that “the power” belongs to God. The 

For Thine is the Kingdom by Steven Lawson  

 

The Alpha and Omega 

of prayer must be for the 

glory of God.  
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Now therefore, O our God, listen to the prayer of your servant and to his pleas for 

mercy, and for your own sake, O Lord, make your face to shine upon your sanctuary, 

which is desolate. O my God, incline your ear and hear. Open your eyes and see our 

desolations, and the city that is called by your name. For we do not present our pleas 

before you because of our righteousness, but because of your great mercy. O Lord, 

hear; O Lord, forgive. O Lord, pay attention and act. Delay not, for your own sake,   

O my God, because your city and your people are called by your name. Daniel 9:17-19 

The above passage concludes Daniel’s magnificent prayer of confession and repentance for 

himself and the other Babylonian captives of ancient Israel.  Notice the words and expres-

sions Daniel uses as he wraps up his prayer: listen, make your face shine, incline your ear 

and hear, open your eyes and see, hear, forgive, pay attention, act. 

We don’t often pray like that.  Confident of God’s hearing and responding to our pleas, we 

just take it for granted that God will listen and that He will act. 

And that confidence is not without warrant.  As we come in the name of Christ, we do so at 

the invitation of God and with the assurance that if we seek, we will find; if we ask, we will 

receive. 

But didn’t Daniel also have those assurances?  As he prayed three times a day toward Je-

rusalem (Dan. 6:10), wasn’t he taking God up on His promise to Solomon to be receptive 

and responsive to the prayers of His people? 

“If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face 

and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin 

and heal their land. Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayer that is 

made in this place. For now I have chosen and consecrated this house that my name may 

be there forever. My eyes and my heart will be there for all time.” 2 Chronicles 7:14-16 

Aren’t our assurances even greater through the mediation of Christ and the intercessions 

of the Holy Spirit? 

Nor is it a matter of pursuing an unwilling God, like a child whining for something his fa-

ther refuses to buy him. God delights to give good gifts to His children. He is eager to save. 

He freely offers forgiveness and comfort. 

There is another dynamic going on here, one that is often missing in our own prayers.  

Daniel’s pressing God as he does illustrates for us passion and urgency and utter depend-

ence on God.  His cry to the Lord comes from an overarching concern for God’s glory and a 

profound awareness of his own helplessness, waywardness and inadequacy. 

Perhaps this is something we should start doing in our petitions.  In the model of so many 

prayers recorded for us, we come before God lifting our eyes to His glory, reciting His char-

acter, recounting His awesome deeds.  We move on to lay out our concerns, casting our 

cares upon Him.  Then we conclude with plaintive, desperate, importunate expressions 

beseeching our God. 

It’s hard to fully grasp why Daniel and others conclude their prayers by urging action as 

they do. But I think we can get a taste of the benefit and propriety by praying in that man-

ner ourselves. 

'CHOP Talk' Blog  

Beseeching God by Stan Gale 

Prayer is the offering up 

of our desires unto God 

Psalm 62:8  Trust in Him  at 

all times, O people; Pour out 

your heart before Him; God 

is a refuge for us. 

In the name of Christ 

John 16:23  ...Truly, truly,   

I say to you, if you shall   

ask the Father for anything,  

He will give it to you in     

My name. 

By the help of His Spirit 

Roman 8:26  And in the 

same way the Spirit also 

helps our weakness; for we 

do not know how to pray as 

we should, but the Spirit 

Himself intercedes for us 

with groanings too deep         

for words. 

With confession of       

our sins 

Psalm 32:5  I acknowledged 

my sin to Thee, and my   

iniquity I did not hide;         

I said, “I will confess my 

transgressions to the Lord”; 

And Thou didst forgive the 

guilt of my sin. 

And thankful acknowl-

edgement of His mercies 

Philippians 4:6  Be anxious 

for nothing, but in every-

thing by prayer and suppli-

cation with thanksgiving let 

your requests be made 

known to God. 

And this is the confi-

dence which we have 

before Him, that, if we 

ask anything according 

to His will, He hears us.                

1 John 5:14 

http://www.chopministry.net/index.php/category/chop-talk-blog/
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OMAN 

Overview:  The Sultanate of Oman is less restrictive than 

its neighbors on the Arabian Peninusula. There are a limited 

number of church buildings, and the few Omani Christians 

in the country usually meet covertly and only carefully dis-

cuss their faith because of the risk of persecution from fami-

ly, community and government.  

Major Religions:  Nearly all Omanis are Muslims, includ-

ing around 70 percent Ibadi Muslims, with the remainder a 

mix of Sunni and Shiite Muslims.  

Persecutor:  Family members and communities pres-

sure those who convert from Islam to Christianity, and 

the government intervenes if Christian converts be-

come well known or are viewed as a source of shame in 

their community.  

Leaving Islam is not a criminal act in Oman, but Christian 

converts can face legal challenges in several other ways. 

There are so few Omani believers and the risk of persecution 

is so high that Christian converts must meet in small groups 

and use caution in sharing their faith. Foreign Christians 

are permitted to meet, but they are not allowed to meet in 

homes or to evangelize other Omanis.  

Access To Bibles:  The government allows the Bible Society 

to sell Bibles and Christian literature to foreigners inside the 

country, but not to Omanis. There is only one Christian 

bookstore, in Oman’s capital, but Omanis can easily access 

digital and audio Bibles online.  

• Pray for local believers who lost their jobs be-

cause of their faith.  

• Pray for the protection of missionaries serving in 

the country.  

• Pray that the truth of God's Word will overcome 

the falsehoods of Islam  

• Pray for those who lose all of their worldly pos-

sessions because of their faith in Jesus Christ.  

• Pray for those who have disappeared after their 

faith in Christ became known.  

MYANMAR (BURMA) 

Overview:  Christian faith in Burma traces its roots to the 

missionary efforts of Adoniram Judson, who arrived in 1813 

with his wife, Ann. The revised Judson Bible translation into 

Burmese is still the standard used by churches. Most Chris-

tians are from the Chin and Karen tribal groups, while rela-

tively few of Myanmar’s Burman ethnic majority have come 

to faith. Myanmar has many Bible schools even though most 

are illegal, and indigenous church planters and missionaries 

boldly proclaim the gospel. Churches are growing despite 

widespread persecution by the government and the Buddhist 

majority. The Burman ethnic majority dominates and op-

presses the other tribal groups.  

Major Religions:  Most Burman tribal members are Bud-

dhist, while the Chin and Karen people groups identify as 

Christian and are oppressed by the government. Rohingya 

Muslims are a small but significant group that has suffered 

devastating human rights violations in recent years at the 

hands of the military government.  

Persecutor:  The government, in cooperation with Buddhist 

monks, is the main persecutor in Myanmar, but local offi-

cials and tribal militias also persecute Christians. Families 

and villagers who practice animism often persecute those 

who convert to Christianity.  

Villagers with animistic beliefs take vengeance against 

Christians, claiming they are angering the local spirits. 

Church gatherings and church buildings are allowed in 

many parts of the country, but tolerance varies from state to 

state. Within tribal groups, families oppose conversion and 

new believers are subject to close government monitoring. 

Buddhist monks have actively opposed new Christian con-

verts and evangelists. Pastors face arrest and are usually 

held for a few days at a time.  

Access To Bibles:  Bibles can be purchased and owned le-

gally in small numbers, but most people cannot afford them. 

While bookstores in large cities sell Bibles, they are unavail-

able in many regions. Most Burmese Bibles are smuggled 

into the country.  

• Pray for encouragement and God's protection of 

front-line workers and their families. 

• Pray for believers living in refugee camps. 

• Pray that Christian converts from Buddhism will re-

main strong in faith.  

• Pray for pastors and believers facing increased perse-

cution and imprisonment.  

Global Prayer Guide from The Voice of the Martyrs  www.persecution.org 
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The so-called “gospel” being preached in our day falls far 

short of that “glorious gospel” (2 Cor. 4:4; 1 Tim. 1:11) of the 

New Testament. We are living in a time when preachers 

are telling sinners that they can be saved without repent-

ing, without forsaking their idols, and without surrendering 

to the Lordship of Christ. The Bible doctrine of the sinful-

ness and depravity of man has been thrown to the winds. 

“Another gospel” and “another Jesus” has gained populari-

ty, and “another spirit” is being received instead of the Holy 

Spirit (2 Cor. 11:4). 

We need to unmask the “modern evangelism” of our day. To 

do so, let us look very candidly at what is popularly being 

preached and believed as “gospel truth.” A few of the favor-

ite religious sayings of today will prove the great difference 

between the true gospel and the false one: 

“Accept Christ as your personal Saviour”  -  This is 

probably the most popular cliche in the religious world to-

day. It has elements of truth in it, but that is what makes it 

all the more dangerous! Christ is indeed a “personal Sav-

iour” to those who know Him. And He is to be “received” 

(John 1:12) by faith. However, the modern preacher per-

verts the biblical meaning of “receiving Christ” by implying 

that it is in the power of the sinner’s “free will” to savingly 

come to Christ. This is grave error, as v.13 clearly shows: 

the “power” to come to Christ, believe on His name, and 

receive Him, is the result of the sinner having been “born of 

God.” In other words, God Almighty must first quicken 

dead sinners to life in order that they may believe on 

Christ. Modern evangelism denies this very truth of the 

gospel. 

“Make your decision for Christ”  -  This is similar to the 

first statement, but goes even further to twist and pervert 

the true gospel. No preacher in the New Testament ever 

preached this to sinners! Search the Word for yourself to 

see! This giving mere “mental assent” to the facts of the 

gospel is not what the Bible calls “believing to the saving of 

the soul” (Heb. 10:39). 

The Christ of Scripture is LORD, and He must be received 

and bowed to as LORD: “As ye have therefore received 

Christ Jesus THE LORD, so walk ye in Him” (Col. 2:6). 

When Paul wrote to true believers in his day he knew noth-

ing of those who had made “first-time decisions” for Christ, 

but still needed to make “second and third decisions” to 

follow Christ. 

“Make Jesus the Lord of your life”  -  This saying is 

continually gaining in popularity, especially among those of 

“Charismatic” persuasion. But, is it true? Let the preaching 

of the apostles answer that question: “This Jesus hath God 

raised up, whereof we all are witnesses... Therefore let all 

the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made 

that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and 

Christ” (Acts 2:32,36). God the Father has already made 

Modern Evangelism Unmasked by W.F. Bell  
Jesus “Lord,” so no one was ever told in Scripture to do what 

the apostles said God the Father had already done! The name 

Jesus is already “highly exalted above every name” (Phil. 2:9), 

and is “far above all principality, and power, and might, and 

dominion” (Eph. 1:21). Here is the gospel: Christ is already 

Lord, and sinners must come to Him as such, bowing down 

before His sovereign majesty, as did Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9:4-

5). 

“God has done all He can to save you, the rest is up to 

you”  -  What kind of “God” is this? Men are being told 

through every means of communication today that God is una-

ble to do anything for man, that if men are to be saved, it is 

entirely their choice that makes it a reality. This is heresy of 

the deepest dye. That men must exercise their wills in coming 

to Christ is not denied, but the truth is that men, who are 

wedded to their idols, cannot of themselves “come to Christ” in 

saving faith. The salvation needed by sinners is impossible 

unless God puts forth His mighty power! Just as Lazarus 

could never come forth from the grave unless Christ gave His 

mighty call, “Lazarus, come forth” (John 11:43), so must dead 

sinners be given life through the Omnipotent Christ today. It 

is not that “God has done all He can to save you, now the en-

tire matter lies in your hands, sinner.” No! The truth is that 

no man would ever come to Christ if he were not drawn (John 

6:44). And all those who are thus divinely drawn do come to 

Christ—“It is written in the prophets, and  they shall be all 

taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath 

learned of the Father, cometh unto me” (John 6:45). In other 

words, all the elect of God shall be effectually called. 

We will not here discuss other religious sayings so prevalent 

in our time, such as “Come to the altar,” “Simply believe on 

Christ,” “Smile, God loves you,” or “Let the Lord save you.” All 

these are nothing but religious jargon that easily fit into the 

four statements given above. It just proves how far the reli-

gious world is from believing the Bible and the one, true gos-

pel. 

It seems we are religiously drunk today on a man-centered, 

watered-down gospel. Few preachers really thunder forth the 

deep truths of God. Few churches really take an uncompromis-

ing stand for Christ and His gospel. Ours is a day when many 

of our big churches seem only concerned with “the numbers 

game,” where the idea is “let’s see who can grow biggest quick-

est.” The glory of God seems to be a secondary thing. Populari-

ty is all-important. Religious “show biz” has won the day. That 

men are soundly converted is looked on as old- fashioned. That 

the Lord Jesus Christ is truly honored is missing. We have 

sadly come to the time when men “will not endure sound doc-

trine” (2 Tim. 4:3)—the doctrine set forth here concerning 

modern evangelism! 

Where do you stand? 
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In our continuing series of articles exploring "the Armor of 

God" as listed in Ephesians 6, we will now address the fifth 

in Paul's series of seven: 

Wherefore take unto you the whole Armor of God, that ye 

may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 

all, to stand... And take the helmet of salvation,  

Ephesians 6:13, 17 

Why Helmets?  -  Helmets are a form of security. Most of us 

have used a helmet of one kind or another. In sports, on a 

bicycle or motorcycle, in the factory or on a construction site, 

or in the military. Failure to have the proper helmet can 

prove fatal. 

There's also a difference between wearing a helmet and 

simply owning one. When things start falling, you can always 

tell the person with the helmet on from the one who merely 

possesses a helmet. One is on his feet; the other can be dis-

tinguished by all the bandages! 

Our most critical "helmet" (whether we realize it or not) is 

the one that is absolutely essential for the combat we are 

presently engaged in! It is the helmet designed by God: 

17 For he put on righteousness as a breastplate, and an hel-

met of salvation upon his head; and he put on the garments 

of vengeance [for] clothing, and was clad with zeal as a cloke. 

18 According to [their] deeds, accordingly he will repay, fury 

to his adversaries, recompence to his enemies; to the islands 

he will repay recompence. 

19 So shall they fear the name of the Lord from the west, and 

his glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall 

come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a 

standard against him. 

Isaiah 59:17-19 

Salvation  -  "Salvation" is a very common topic, and yet still 

subject to much confusion. Salvation is received, not earned. 

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of your-

selves: [it is] the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man 

should boast. Ephesians 2:8-9 

It is His gift; not wages. His salvation is for a purpose: to re-

store mankind to Himself. And it flows from a heart of love. 

(Have you ever wondered why He bothered? The answer is in 

the verse just before the one above): 

That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches 

of his grace in [his] kindness toward us through Christ Je-

sus. Ephesians 2:7 

Salvation is not an optional extra. The classic passage is John 

Chapter 3, where Nicodemus comes to Jesus by night. 

Nicodemus  -  We know a great deal about this influential 

character. The Talmud indicates he was one of the four rich-

est men in Jerusalem. He was a Pharisee and a ruler-a mem-

ber of the Sanhedrin. 

He was a member of the aristocratic family that had fur-

nished the Hasmonean King Aristobulus II with his ambassa-

dor to Pompey in 63 B.C. His son apparently was the man 

who negotiated the terms of surrender to the Roman garrison 

in Jerusalem prior to the final destruction of that city in A.D. 

70.1 

The Armor of God: The Helmet of Salvation by Chuck Missler 

The story is told of St. Francis of Assisi that he once stepped 

down into the cloisters of his monastery, and, laying his 

hand on the shoulder of a young monk, said, “Brother, let us 

go down into the town and preach.” 

The venerable father and the young monk set out together. 

They wandered down the principal streets and wound their 

way through alleys and lanes, and even to the outskirts of 

the town and the village beyond, until they eventually found 

themselves back at the monastery. 

Then inquired the young monk, “Father, when shall we 

begin to preach?” The father looked down kindly and said: 

“My child, we have been preaching; we were preaching 

while we were walking. We have been seen—looked at; our 

behaviour has been remarked upon, and so we have deliv-

ered a morning sermon. Ah! my son, it is of no use that we 

walk anywhere to preach unless we preach as we walk.” 

AW Pink  - Study In The Scriptures January 1938 
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Nicodemus outranks each of us in every respect: he was 

among the most wealthy in that society; he had stature; he 

had knowledge-in fact, he was the teacher.  

Nicodemus was among the most respected and religious 

among the professionals of his culture. He was certainly 

ahead of any of us. Yet he was in desperate need. Jesus 

declared to him, "Ye must be born again." If he had a spir-

itual need, where does that place us? 

Our Most Urgent Need  -  Why should God let you into 

heaven? You say, "I am as good as the next guy." Strike 

one. 

"I am doing the best I can." Strike two. 

"I'll try harder." Strike three. 

"Nobody's perfect." That's the problem. Sin is a genetic 

disease; it has contaminated our very nature. Children 

never need a lesson in being bad. This genetic disease, sin, 

makes us ineligible for perfection; ineligible to be in the 

presence of a holy God. 

Eternity  -  Every one of us will exist forever. The real 

you-call it "soul," " spirit," whatever-has no mass. It is 

"software" not "hardware." Having no mass, it has no time 

dimension limitations. Time is a physical dimension. You 

are eternal-whether you are "saved" or not! 

The problem is, where will you spend eternity? If you are 

perfect-totally free of sin-you will spend it in the presence 

of God. If not, you will be denied His presence. You and I 

cannot begin to grasp what that implies. For eternity: 

that's a long time. 

Who Will Perish?  -  What separates those who will 

spend an eternity in hell from those who will not? Heaven 

will be full of people who have committed all kinds of sin. 

Hell is a real place for real people. The one who told us the 

most about it was the Lord Jesus Himself. There are only 

two categories-those that perish and those that don't: 

For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish fool-

ishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of 

God. 1 Corinthians 1:18 

Salvation is an arrangement by which His eligibility is 

substituted for our lack thereof. It is available to us be-

cause our debts have been fully paid. Our complete pardon 

has been purchased and paid for. 

Even killing the Son of God was not severe enough to put 

those men outside the boundaries of God's offer of for-

giveness.  

[Is there anything keeping you from accepting God's free 

gift of salvation right now? If there is any doubt in your 

mind, bring it to the Throne right now. You don't need an 

appointment. Don't even read on without nailing this one 

down... with Him. It's your highest priority over anything-

everything-else.] 

We don't become saved by acting saved. We don't become 

married by acting married. Faith bridges the gap between 

our need and God's provision. Faith is simply the way we say 

"yes" to His offer. 

What are you trusting in? Christ, plus something? Or is your 

hope and your trust in Christ alone? He did the whole job. To 

imply something must be added is a form of blasphemy! 

Your helmet was purchased just for you. You are entitled to it 

because of Him. 

Wearing Your Helmet  -  With a helmet on, 

you're noticeable. If you just possess one, it won't be as obvi-

ous. Life after death is not the issue. Life after "birth" is. Are 

you living as if you are saved? Many of us don't live as if 

we're saved... We are difficult to recognize because of 

"blending in." We exhibit fear, anxiety, doubt, and hesitation. 

And we know that all things work together for good to them 

that love God, to them who are the called according to [his] 

purpose. 

Romans 8:28 

What are the most important words in that verse? The first 

three: "And we know." Not just "suspect," or "hope," etc. 

Realize who you are and that Christ paid the full price for 

your redemption. You have been redeemed, you have been 

paid for; you are no longer your own. 

Put on your helmet; protect your thoughts by realizing who 

you are in Him. Nothing protects you more from a blow to 

your head than our "helmet of salvation." Each time you step 

out your door each day, realize that you have been redeemed. 

You already have eternal life. No one can take that away 

from you. So Satan's darts can't reach you. Nothing, by any 

means, can hurt you. Re-read Romans 8:28-39. 

Take your helmet off and you're vulnerable. Satan will put 

lying thoughts in your head. Remember this: How many of 

your sins were yet future at the cross? All of them. 

Take the eternal perspective. When did God first start deal-

ing with your problem? Before the world began! What a stag-

gering insight! He knew and planned for your destiny from 

before the beginning of time! (We often joke: I'm glad he 

picked me back then. Looking at me now, He might change 

His mind!) 

We also need to manifest our helmet. We need to alert others 

to their need for one and how they can obtain theirs. … Put 

on your helmet and let the world know of your security in 

Christ. Walk with your head up, free of fear and doubt. 

Continued next month 
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This is the polar star of a child of God—faith in his Father’s providence, promises, and grace. The unmeaning expression of trust on the lips of 

the ignorant and ungodly is a fearful delusion. What ground of confidence can there be when there is everything to fear? Can the sinner’s God, a 

just, avenging God, be an object of trust? What owe we to that precious atonement which has opened up our way to a reconciled God (Rom 5:11), 

and assured our confidence in Him as our Friend and Counselor! Nor is this the cold as- sent of the enlightened judgment. It is the trust of the 

heart, of all the heart. It is a child-like, unwavering (Psa 78, 2Ch 14:11; contrast Jer 1:6-8) confidence in our Father’s well-proved wisdom, faith-

fulness, and love. Any limit to this confidence is a heinous provocation (Psa 78:18-22). He is truth itself. Therefore, He would have us take Him 

at His Word, and prove His Word to the utmost extent of His power. 

But our trust must not only be entire: it must be exclusive. No other confidence, no confidence in the flesh, can consist with it (cp. Phi 3:3). Man 

with all his pride feels that he wants something to lean to. As a fallen being, he naturally leans to himself, to his own foolish notions and false 

fancies. Human power is his idol. His understanding is his god. Many would rather be convicted of want of principle than want of talent. Many 

bring God’s truth to their own bar and cavil at it, as an excuse for rejecting it. In these and other ways, man “trusteth to himself, and his heart 

departeth from the Lord” (Jer 17:5). This is the history of the fall; the history of man from the fall; the dominant sin of every unhumbled heart; 

the lamented and resisted sin of every child of God. Need we advert to it as the sin of youth? How rare is the sight of the “younger submitting 

unto the elder” (1Pe 5:5)! If advice is asked, is it not with the hope of confirming a previously-formed purpose? In case of a contrary judgment, 

the young man’s own understanding usually decides the course. 

Great reason then is there for the warning—Lean not to thine own understanding. Once, indeed, it gave clear unclouded light, as man’s high 

prerogative, “created in the image of God” (Gen 1:26; Col 3:10). But now, degraded as it is by the fall (Psa 49:20), and darkened by the corruption 

of the heart (Eph 4:18), it must be a false guide. Even in a prophet of God it proved a mistaken counselor (2Sa 7:2-5). Yet though we refuse to 

lean to it, to follow it may be implicit trust in the Lord; because it is a trust in His Divine power, enlightening it, as His lamp for our direction. 

The Christian on his knees, as if he cast his understanding away, confesses himself utterly unable to guide 

his path. But see him in his active life. He carefully improves his mind. He conscientiously follows its dic-

tates. Thus practical faith strengthens—not destroys—its power; invigorates—not supersedes—exertion 

(cp. Gen 32:9-20; Neh 2:4-20; 4:9). 

It is therefore our plain duty not to neglect our understanding, but to cultivate it diligently in all its facul-

ties. In a world of such extended knowledge, ignorance is the fruit of sloth, dissipation, or misguided delu-

sion. But lean not to thine understanding. Lean—trust in the Lord. Self-dependence is folly (Pro 28:26), 

rebellion (Jer 2:13; 9:23), ruin (Gen 3:5, 6; Isa 47:10, 11). “The great folly of man in trials,” as Dr. Owen 

justly remarks, “is leaning to or upon his own understanding and counsels. What is the issue of it? When- 

ever in our trials we consult our own understandings, hearken to self-reasonings, though they seem to be 

good, and tending to our preservation; yet the principle of living by faith is stifled, and we shall in the issue 

be cast down by our own counsels.”  

Next, let our confidence be uniform: In all thy ways acknowledge him. Take one step at a time, every step 

under Divine warrant and direction (cp. Eze 18:21-23; Neh 1:11). Ever plan for yourself in simple depend-

ence on God. It is nothing less than self-idolatry to conceive that we can carry on even the ordinary matters 

of the day without His counsel. He loves to be consulted. Therefore, take all thy difficulties to be resolved by 

Him. Be in the habit of going to Him in the first place—before self-will, self-pleasing, self-wisdom, human 

friends, convenience, expediency. Before any of these have been consulted, go to God at once. Consider no 

circumstances too clear to need His direction. In all thy ways, small as well as great; in all thy concerns, 

personal or relative, temporal or eternal, let Him be supreme. Who of us has not found the unspeakable 

“peace” of bringing to God matters too minute or individual to be entrusted to the most confidential ear? 

Abraham thus acknowledged God. Wheresoever he pitched a tent for himself, there was always an altar for 

God (Gen 12:7; 13:18). In choosing a wife for his son, there was a singular absence of worldliness. No men-

tion was made of riches, honor, beauty; only of what concerned the name and honor of his God (Gen 24:1-8; 

cp. also his servant, verses 12-27). Thus did the wise man’s father in all his ways acknowledge God, asking 

counsel of Him in all his difficulties, and never disappointed.  

Now if we be weaned from the idolatry of making our bosom our oracle, and our heart our counselor; if in 

true poverty of spirit we go every morning to our Lord, as knowing not how to guide ourselves for this day; 

our eye constantly looking upward for direction (Psa 5:3; 143:8-10; 25:4, 5), the light will come down.  He 

shall direct thy paths. We want no new revelations or visible tokens (such as Exo 13:21, 22). Study the 

Word with prayer. Mark the Divine Spirit shedding light upon it. Compare it with the observation of the 

providences of the day (Psa 107:43); not judging by constitutional bias (a most doubtful interpreter), but 

pondering with sober, practical, reverential faith. Let the will be kept in a quiet, subdued, cheerful readi-

ness, to move, stay, retreat, turn to the right hand or to the left, at the Lord’s bidding; always remembering 

that is best which is least our own doing, and that a pliable spirit ever secures the needful guidance (cp. Psa 

32:8, 9; Isa 48:17, 18; with 30:21). We may “be led,” for the exercise of our faith, “in a way that we know not” 

(Isa 42:16; 50:10)—perhaps a way of disappointment, or even of mistake! Yet no step well prayed over will 

bring ultimate regret. Though the promise will not render us infallible; our very error will be overruled for 

deeper humiliation and self-knowledge; and thus even this mysterious direction will in the end be gratefully 

acknowledged—“He led me forth in the right way” (Psa 107:7). 

Chapter 3:5, 6 –  Beware of Self by Charles Bridges (1794-1869) 
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