
The Season of Thanksgiving is upon us. In the past we were encouraged just to “be thankful” 

and just “give thanks,” but to whom and for what? We have endured the prolonged conse-

quences of the China Virus, the implications  of the Presidential Election and the growing 

tyranny  of the “Nanny State Overlords” usurping their authority and steeling our freedoms. 

I fear “Thanks Giving” for many will be another victim of the “new normal” as they try to set 

aside another founding principle of our country.  Much more importantly however, is that we 

are now aware of their ways! They hate God and are killing our children! We must give 

thanks and acknowledge the Creator of Heaven and Earth, the Eternal Lord God Almighty. 

It is the fundamental, “essential” act of Faith and Worship. Paul tells us: “For even though 

they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in 

their speculations, and their foolish heat was darkened.” (Romans 1:21)  

The practice of thankfulness necessitates several things; the first is to recognize the need to 

give thanks;  the second is that the need is supplied and lastly, giving thanks to the one re-

sponsible for responding to the need and supplying the need. It is the last point that you will 

never hear from  our secular culture. It is not willing to acknowledge that there is One God, 

who alone is capable and responsible for supplying all their needs. Our culture today dis-

plays the demanding attitude of being self absorbed as a petulant child. A people who think 

they deserve a life free of toil, responsibility, pain and free from being offended. Thanksgiv-

ing is then given with consideration of what they have and getting what they want. This type 

of “thanksgiving” results in a declaration of lifestyle attainment, instead of humble gratitude 

rightly given to the Creator God responsible for it all.  

The Bible  exhorts us “to give thanks,” to God alone. Three such passages are: Psalm 107:1,2 

which begins: “Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, for His lovingkindness is ever-

lasting. Let the redeemed of the LORD say so. Whom He has redeemed from the hand of the 

adversary.” The second is Hebrews 13:15-16:  “Through Him then, let us continually offer up 

a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. And do not 

neglect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.” And the last 1 Thes-

salonians 5:16-18:  “Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this 

is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 

Scripture shows us that true thanksgiving can only result when we rightly acknowledge Al-

mighty God and all that we are and have, has come from Him. Through His love and mercy 

He responds to our cries by supplying our need or delivering us out of our distress. All man-

kind is in distress but only the Lord delivers His people from manifold troubles. It is the 

Lord whom we must fear, humble ourselves before His throne and acknowledge that He 

alone is the only God of creation.  Of prime importance is our Thanksgiving to Him and Him 

alone for His eternal blessings and salvation given us through Jesus Christ. I commend this 

spiritual exercise to you, this “Thanksgiving Season.” Giving thanks to God puts you in prop-

er perspective of acknowledging Him as our God, praising Him for His bountiful blessings to 
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us. And as you do, you will receive confidence in your eternal 

relationship through Christ. Our Thanksgiving is essential!  

You will experience His presence and peace. You will witness 

deliverance from your battle with the world, the flesh and 

the Devil. Then true thanksgiving will take place in your 

heart and life. Indeed, you will not be able to contain your 

desire to praise your God, to give Him thanks, to everyone! 

To tell of His Goodness! May the LORD bless you in this Sea-

son of Thanksgiving, your spiritual exercise! How essential 

is that? 

    Paster Robert 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

We are collecting shoebox gifts for 

Samaritan’s Purse until November 

14th. Information can be found in 

the narthex. 

 

Please keep this ministry in your prayers, that God may 

use it to build His kingdom, for His glory. 

 

DEADLINE IS NOVEMBER 14TH! 

How Can Brokenhearted People Have the Ability to Praise God? By Steve Ham 

The Lord builds up Jerusalem; He gathers together 

the outcasts of Israel. He heals the brokenhearted 

and binds up their wounds. (Psalm 147:2) 

In the continuation of our series on praise, we come to a 

tough question. How can you possibly find it within you to 

praise God when you have a broken heart? Most would agree 

that praising God should not be dictated by our own mood or 

circumstance. While this is easy to agree with in principle, 

dealing with affliction can be truly difficult in practice. 

David was known as being a man after God’s own heart, and 

he wrote many Psalms of praise. David also knew what it 

was to be afflicted. He ran from his own people, fled from his 

king, was broken in sin, and bore the weight of a nation at 

war. Sometimes, when reading David’s Psalms, you can rec-

ognize a hurting heart reaching for God’s healing. Yet David 

never seemed to lose sight of the praiseworthiness of our 

sovereign God. 

The people of Israel had to deal with all sorts of tragedy, and 

much of this tragedy was brought upon them by their own 

sinfulness. When you read through many of the prophets, 

you find the constant unheeded warnings for Israel to re-

pent, give up their idols, and follow the Lord. As a result of 

continued disobedience, Israel was captured, exiled, and 

even slaughtered. 

In such a brokenhearted state, how could you praise a God 

The only principle of evangelical obedience is sacred 

truth and our faith therein. That alone is “the doctrine 

which is according to godliness” (1Ti 6:3) and all ac-

ceptable obedience unto God is “the obedience of faith” 

(Rom 6:26). Whatever men do or pretend unto in a way 

of duty unto Him, where of the truth of the gospel is not 

the spring and measure, which is not guided and ani-

mated thereby, is not what God at present requireth, 

not what He will eternally reward.                           

    —John Owen 

 

 

Holiness is God stamped and printed upon the soul; it is 

Christ formed in the heart; it is our light, our life, our 

beauty, our glory, our joy, our crown, our heaven, our 

all. The holy soul is happy in life, blessed in death, and 

shall be transcendently glorious in the morning of the 

resurrection when Christ shall say, “Lo, here am I and 

my holy ones, who are my joy; Lo, here am I and my 

holy ones, who are my crown; and therefore, upon the 

heads of these holy ones will I set an immortal crown.” 

Even so, Amen! Lord Jesus.   

    —Thomas Brooks 

who used the other nations to punish you? We see death all 

around us today. Sin in others affects our lives, just as sin in 

our lives hurts others. We live in a world that screams out 

the Curse of the holy God on a rebellious creation. This is 

ultimately all our own fault because we are sinners. Sin is 

devastating, and it has had devastating consequences. 

Read through Psalm 147 to see the solution. God is all-

knowing and all-powerful. He holds this world together, He 

knows His own creation, and He knows every operation of 

every law He ordained. He will also punish the wicked—all 

those who reject Him—and save the humble. 

If you are brokenhearted today, you have great reason to 

praise God. He is the victor over this world, evil, death, and 

even Satan. God is the Creator and the Savior. Psalm 147 

reveals that He is all-powerful and imparts His victory to all 

who are humble enough to seek Him. 

In Jesus Christ we can know that our sufferings are tempo-

rary, because our eternal, ever-present, and infinitely wise 

God will heal every wound. He is not only just and holy, but 

also gracious, merciful, loving, and good, with infinite power, 

wisdom, and presence. Brokenhearted? Trust in Him and 

praise Him. 

Answers In Genesis 

Biblical Authority Devotional:          

Praise God, Part 9 
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post...They are passed away as the swift ships: as the eagle 

that hasteth to the prey” (Job 9:25-26). “What is your life? It 

is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then 

vanisheth away” (Jam 4:14). It is but as a moment to eter-

nity. Time is so short, and the work that we must do in it is 

so great that we have none to spare. The work that we must 

do to prepare for eternity must be done in time, or it can 

never be done. And it is found to be a work of great difficulty 

and labor and, therefore, that for which time is more neces-

sary. 

We ought to esteem time very precious because we are un-

certain of its continuance. We know that it is very short, but 

we know not how short. We know not how little of it re-

mains—whether a year, or several years, or only a month, a 

week, or a day. We are every day uncertain whether that 

day will not be the last, or whether we are to have the whole 

day. There is nothing that experience doth more verify than 

this...How much more would many men prize their time if 

they knew that they had but a few months or a few days 

more to live! And certainly, a wise man 

will prize his time the more, since he 

knows not but that it will be so with him-

self. 

This is the case with multitudes now in the 

world, who at present enjoy health and see 

no signs of approaching death. Many such, 

no doubt, are to die the next month, many 

the next week, yea, many probably tomor-

row, and some this night. Yet these same 

persons know nothing of it and perhaps 

think nothing of it—neither they nor their 

neighbors can say that they are more likely 

soon to be taken out of the world than oth-

ers. This teaches us how we ought to prize 

our time and how careful we ought to be that we lose none of 

it. 

Time is very precious because when it is past, it cannot be 

recovered. There are many things that men possess, which 

if they part with, they can obtain them again. If a man has 

parted with something that he had, not knowing the worth 

of it or the need he should have of it, he can often regain it, 

at least with pains and cost. If a man has been overseen in a 

bargain and has bartered away or sold something, and after-

wards repent of it, he may often obtain a release and recover 

what he had parted with. But it is not so with respect to 

time. When once that is gone, it is gone forever. No pains, no 

cost will recover it. Though we repent ever so much that we 

let it pass and did not improve it while we had it, it will be 

to no purpose. Every part of it is successively offered to us 

that we may choose whether we will make it our own or not. 

But there is no delay: it will not wait upon us to see whether 

or not we will comply with the offer. If we refuse, it is im-

mediately taken away and never offered more. As to that 

Time Is Exceedingly Precious by Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) 

Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.          

Ephesians 5:16 

We should set a high value upon time and be exceedingly 

careful that it is not lost. We are therefore exhorted to ex-

ercise wisdom and circumspection in order that we may 

redeem it. Hence, it appears that time is exceedingly pre-

cious. Time is precious for the following reasons: 

Because a happy or miserable eternity depends on the good 

or [evil] improvement of it. Things are precious in proportion 

to their importance or to the degree wherein they concern 

our welfare. Men are wont to set the highest value on those 

things upon which they are sensible their interest chiefly 

depends. And this renders time so exceedingly precious be-

cause our eternal welfare depends on the improvement of it. 

Indeed, our welfare in this world depends upon its improve-

ment. If we improve it not, we shall be in danger of coming 

to poverty and disgrace; but by a good improvement of it, we 

may obtain those things that will be useful and comfortable. 

But time is above all things precious, as 

our state through eternity depends upon it. 

The importance of the improvement of 

time upon other accounts is in subordina-

tion to this. 

Men esteem gold and silver precious; but 

they are of no worth to any man unless by 

them he has an opportunity of avoiding or 

removing some evil, or of possessing him-

self of some good. And the greater the evil 

is that any man hath advantage to escape 

or the good that he hath advantage to ob-

tain by anything that he possesses, by so 

much the greater is the value of that thing 

to him whatever it be. Thus, if a man, by 

anything that he hath, may save his life, 

which he must lose without it, he will look upon that by 

which he hath the opportunity of escaping so great an evil as 

death to be very precious. Hence it is that time is so exceed-

ingly precious, because by it we have opportunity of escaping 

everlasting misery and of obtaining everlasting blessedness 

and glory. On this depends our escape from an infinite evil 

and our attainment of an infinite good. 

Time is very short, which is another thing that renders it 

very precious. The scarcity of any commodity occasions men 

to set a higher value upon it, especially if it is necessary and 

they cannot do without it. Thus, when Samaria was besieged 

by the Syrians and provisions were exceedingly scarce, “an 

ass’s head was sold for fourscore pieces of silver, and the 

fourth part of a cab of dove’s dung for five pieces of silver” 

(2Ki 6:25). So time is the more to be prized by men because a 

whole eternity depends upon it; yet we have but little time. 

“When a few years are come, then I shall go the way whence 

I shall not return” (Job 16:22). “My days are swifter than a 
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part of time that is gone, however we have neglected to im-

prove it, it is out of our possession and out of our reach. 

If we have lived fifty, sixty, or seventy years and have not 

improved our time, now it cannot be helped: it is eternally 

gone from us. All that we can do is to improve the little that 

remains. Yea, if a man has spent all his life unimproved 

[except for] a few moments, all that is gone is lost. Only 

those few remaining moments can possibly be made his own. 

And if the whole of a man’s time be gone and it is all lost, it 

is irrecoverable. Eternity depends on the improvement of 

time; but when once the time of life is gone, when once death 

is come, we have no more to do with time. There is no possi-

bility of obtaining the restoration of it or another space in 

which to prepare for eternity. If a man should lose the whole 

of his worldly substance and become a bankrupt, it is possi-

ble that his loss may be made up. He may have another es-

tate as good. But when the time of life is gone, it is impossi-

ble that we should ever obtain another such time. All oppor-

tunity of obtaining eternal welfare is utterly and everlasting-

ly gone. 

You have now heard of the preciousness of time. You are the 

persons concerned to whom God hath committed that pre-

cious talent. You have an eternity before you. When God cre-

ated you and gave you reasonable souls, He made you for an 

endless duration. He gave you time here in order to prepare 

for eternity, and your future eternity depends on the im-

provement of time. Consider, therefore, what you have done 

with your past time. You are not now beginning your time, 

but a great deal is past and gone. All the wit, power, and 

treasure of the universe cannot recover it. Many of you may 

well conclude that more than half of your time is gone. 

Though you should live to the ordinary age of man, your 

glass is more than half run; and it may be that there are but 

few sands remaining. Your sun is past the meridian and per-

haps just setting or going into an everlasting eclipse. Con-

sider, therefore, what account you can give of your improve-

ment of past time. How have you let the precious golden 

sands of your glass run? 

Every day that you have enjoyed has been precious; yes, 

your moments have been precious. But have you not wasted 

your precious moments, your precious days, yes, your pre-

cious years? If you should reckon up how many days you 

have lived, what a sum would there be! And how precious 

hath every one of those days been! Consider, therefore: 

what have you done with them? What is become of them all? 

What can you show of any improvement made, good done, or 

benefit obtained, answerable to all this time that you have 

lived? When you look back and search, do you not find this 

past time of your lives in a great measure empty, having not 

been filled up with any good improvement? And if God, 

Who hath given you your time, should now call you to an 

account, what account could you give to Him? 

How much may be done in a year! How much good is there 

opportunity to do in such a space of time! How much service 

may persons do for God, and how much for their own souls, 

if they improve it to their utmost! How much may be done in 

a day! But what have you done in so many days and years 

that you have lived? You that are past your youth—what 

have you done with the whole time of your youth? What is 

become of all that precious season of life? Hath it not all 

been in vain to you? Would it not have been as well or better 

for you, if all that time you had been asleep or in a state of 

non-existence? 

You have had much time of leisure and freedom from world-

ly business: consider to what purpose you have spent it. You 

have not only had ordinary time, but you have had a great 

deal of holy time. What have you done with all the Sabbath 

days that you have enjoyed? Consider those things serious-

ly, and let your own consciences make answer. 

16th   Jim Andrews 

23rd Mark Magdziarz 

7th Jason Magdziarz 

12th Ashleigh Jones 

25th Noelle Gast 
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the sheepfold. 

In the same way, stronger and weaker Christians need one 

another—for love, discipleship, and encouragement. You see, 

we’re often like those sheep. We snap at one another and are 

easily swayed off the path. We fall into ditches and go the 

wrong way, but, by God’s grace, by being together in a flock, 

we can make it down the road. 

This means we’re better stuck in the middle of the flock, 

even if it inconveniences our lives now. Why? If you know 

your own heart well, you know that it is actually more dan-

gerous to be alone or on the edge of the flock because we’re 

prone to wander. Older men and women in the faith are com-

manded by Paul to disciple and encourage younger Chris-

tians (Titus 2). Younger Christians are also called to care for 

and love older Christians. That means that in the church, 

there is no such thing as an individualistic Christian. God 

has bound us together as one body in Christ and commanded 

us to care for one another (Heb. 10:24–25). 

By joining a local church, stronger and 

weaker Christians make their love for 

Christ definite by loving others in a com-

mitted fashion. These friendships become 

the instrument that enables us to: 

• love one another deeply and sacrificially 

(Rom. 12:13-16); 

• assemble regularly with one another  

   (Heb. 10:25); 

• encourage one another (Heb. 10:24); and 

• guard one another (Heb. 13:17). 

Encouragement is a powerful antidote to unbelief. And 

friendships are a great gift of God that bring us together in 

covenant love. 

By God’s grace, they enable us to carry out the countless “one 

another” commands and make disciples who image His holy, 

pure, unified, and loving wisdom (Eph. 3:10). This brings us 

to the third reason why friendships are important to the 

Christian life. 

A Display of God’s Glory  -  When Christians covenant 

together in genuine fellowship, these friendships image God 

well and put His character on display as the gospel unites 

people across great barriers amid great diversity. 

In his book Love in Hard Places, D.A. Carson tells us: 

Ideally . . . the church itself is not made up of natural 

“friends.” It is made up of natural enemies. What binds us 

together is not common education, common race, common 

income levels, common politics, common ancestry, common 

accents, common jobs, or anything else of that sort. . . . In this 

light, they are a band of natural enemies who love one anoth-

One of my favorite songs in high school was U2’s “I Still 

Haven’t Found What I’m Looking For.”  It captured my 

youthful angst and dissatisfaction in this world and its 

friendships. Now, I had a great childhood, and I’ve always 

been a happy extrovert. But I wasn’t raised in a Christian 

home, and never experienced the full joy of Christian fellow-

ship until I found Jesus—in a local, evangelical church on 

Capitol Hill, when I was twenty-three years old. God used 

friendships in this church to bring me to Christ (Matt. 5:16). 

Then, the Lord used (and is using) these relationships to 

help me grow in Christ (Col. 1:28). This has been the great-

est existential joy I’ve experienced here on earth (Ps. 34:8). It 

makes my heart long for heaven, where we will have unend-

ing, joy-filled fellowship with God and all believers (Rev. 

21:3). So, friendship is deeply important for the Christian life 

and ministry. And the church is foundational in all this. 

Here are three reasons why. 

Blood-Bought Fellowship  -  The Apostle John tells us, “If 

we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 

with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us 

from all sin” (1 John 1:7). This verse 

captures the relationship between the 

gospel, the church, and friendship. The 

blood of Jesus cleanses us from our sins, 

and we have genuine, joy-filled fellow-

ship with God and with one another—if 

we walk in the light, that is; if we repent 

of our sins and believe in Jesus. This 

means that the church is a blood-bought 

community that grounds us in real rela-

tionship—with our Creator and with one 

another. It gives us real friendships that 

are unlike any other. 

Biblical friendship, then, is a committed love that unites us 

in fellowship and allows us to finish the race and fight for 

faith together, through Christ who strengthens us (Phil. 

4:13). And a local church is the gospel setting in which these 

friendships take place and allow God’s love to reverberate 

into the world. The church is the community where we serve 

King Jesus and learn to walk in a manner worthy of Christ—

together, with friends. This community thereby allows us to 

encourage and exhort one another in the faith through the 

friendships it creates. 

Encouragement and Exhortation  -  During high school, I 

visited England. We were driving one afternoon in the coun-

try, and I remember seeing a flock of sheep for the first time 

in my life, stumbling down the road right in front of us. I had 

never seen sheep so closely before. I thought sheep were 

white, but they’re not. Up close, they’re dirty—and messy 

and stupid. Some were falling into the ditch by the roadside; 

some were going the wrong way and biting at each other. 

But after ten minutes or so, with the help of the shepherds 

and the sheepdogs, they all made it home safely to 

 

If we walk in the light, as 

he is in the light, we 

have fellowship with one 

another…  (1 John 1:7).  

Supernatural Friendship by Ryan Townsend  
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In Daniel 10, the prophet receives a word from the Lord (v. 1) 

— a vision of conflict that stunned him with its greatness. So 

Daniel set himself with tears and fasting and prayer to seek 

the meaning of the vision, and for three weeks he wrestled in 

prayer over this vision and sought to know God’s will. 

After three weeks he went out to the banks of the Tigris Riv-

er (v. 4). There he had a vision that was so awesome he could 

hardly bear it. To make matters worse (in v. 10), a hand 

reached out and touched him so that he shook terribly on his 

hands and knees. Then the voice said (vv. 11–12): “O Daniel, 

man greatly loved, understand the words that I speak to you, 

and stand upright, for now I have been sent to you…. Fear 

not, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to 

understand and humbled yourself before your God, your 

words have been heard, and I have come because of 

your words.” 

Now this is immensely important for understanding prayer. 

Notice the words: “I have come because of your words.” Put 

that together with the words in verse 11: “I have been sent to 

you.” That is, God sent him. So the point is that God an-

swered Daniel’s prayer as soon as he began to pray three 

weeks ago. “From the first day that you humbled yourself 

before your God your words [your prayers] have been heard, 

and I have come because of your words [your prayer].” 

So this heavenly being has come because Daniel prayed and 

humbled himself before God and fasted. And the three-week 

delay was not because God took three weeks to hear. What 

was it then?  Verse 13: “The prince of the kingdom of Persia 

withstood me twenty-one days, but Michael, one of the chief 

princes, came to help me.” The reason the messenger of God 

was detained is because a spiritual being called “the prince 

of the kingdom of Persia” stood against him. And the reason 

this angelic messenger got free from this opposition was be-

cause the angel Michael came to help him. 

This is the clearest example in all the Bible of what is called 

by some people a “territorial spirit.” Verse 13 refers to “the 

prince of the kingdom of Persia.” The natural meaning of this 

phrase would be that among the supernatural beings op-

posed to God, at least one is assigned to a territory or, more 

accurately, to a kingdom, in this case Persia. Presumably his 

job is to darken the people of Persia — to keep them from 

having the truth and the light of God’s Word. 

But this spirit is not the only one mentioned. Look at verse 

20–21: “Then he [the messenger from God] said, ‘Do you 

know why I have come to you? But now I will return to fight 

against the prince of Persia; and when I go out, behold, the 

prince of Greece will come. But I will tell you what is in-

scribed in the book of truth: there is none who contends by 

my side against these except Michael, your prince.’” 

So it appears that there was a spirit over Persia and a spirit 

over Greece. But it also seems that Michael, the good angel, 

has some special assignment for Israel, because it says at the 

end of verse 21: “Michael, your prince.” And the “your” there 

is plural. This is not a reference to Daniel’s guardian angel, 

but to Israel’s guardian angel. 

How then shall we do ministry in view of this reality of terri-

torial spirits? First, we ought to take the supernatural seri-

ously and realize that we are in a warfare that cannot and 

should not be domesticated by reinterpreting everything in 

the biblical worldview so that it fits nicely with secular, nat-

uralistic ways of thinking about the world. Secondly, notice 

that Daniel’s prayer which has such powerful effects in the 

spiritual realm did not focus on angels and territorial spirits. 

Rather, he was wrestling for truth and for the good of God’s 

people. He was totally shocked when an angel appeared to 

him. And he knew nothing about the conflict with the prince 

of the kingdom of Persia. 

But it’s no accident that the messenger said that his struggle 

with the prince of Persia lasted exactly the same amount of 

time that Daniel’s fasting and prayer did — twenty-one days. 

The reason for this is that the warfare in the spirit realm 

was being fought in a real sense by Daniel in the pray-

er realm. 

And so it is with more of our prayers than we realize. But the 

point is this: Daniel’s praying was not about angels. And 

probably ours shouldn’t be either. We should wrestle in pray-

er and fasting for the things that we know are God’s will in 

our lives and our families and our church and our city and 

our world. But by and large we should probably leave it to 

God how He will use angels to get His work done. If God 

shows us more, we will use it. But the essence of the matter 

is not knowing the spirits but knowing God and praying in 

the power of Holy Spirit. 

So let us be about prayer with all our might. May the Lord 

make us a people who pray like Daniel.  

Tabletalk Magazine 

Prayer: A Warrior’s Weapon by John Piper  

er for Jesus’ sake. 

We sacrifice our comforts, preferences, resources, time, and 

habits to help foster unity in diversity, and serve as a pic-

ture of supernatural, God-glorifying friendships that image 

God in our communities, commend the gospel, and bring 

joyful satisfaction and blessing in our own lives. 

So, ultimately, friendships are important for the Christian 

life and ministry because they create a supernatural, com-

pelling community that displays and protects the gospel, 

transforms lives and communities, and shines as a beacon of 

hope in a dark world. This is God’s plan for the local church 

(Eph. 2:13–3:21), and He carries it out for our good and 

His glory. 
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wrote, “without faith it is impossible to please Him, for He 

that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is 

the rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.” Length will 

not do; nor repetition; nor regularity; no, not even earnest-

ness; nay, earnestness is often the mere expression of unbe-

lief, and the indication of a secret feeling on our part that 

God is not wholly willing, but requires our earnestness to 

make Him so. 

If, then, we examine our prayers, and strip them of all that is 

not prayer, how little remains? Take away the vain words, 

the mere meditative parts; the mere expression of solemn 

feeling; the mere sentimentalism; the mere utterance of peti-

tions, because urged by conscience and a sense of duty; the 

requests not accompanied with expectation, and how little 

remains in the best of our prayers! What multitudes of pray-

ers are ascending on this day. How much of these will God 

recognize as prayer? What a small residuum would remain if 

divested of all prayerless accessories. I 

cannot compare it to the amount of grain 

when the chaff is winnowed away, nor of 

gold when the dross is purged off; but to 

the tiny gem or little crystal which you 

pick out of some great rock, after breaking 

it in pieces, and sifting its endless frag-

ments. 

Let us mark such things as the following 

in reference to this kind of prayer: 

The irksomeness of non-expecting prayer. 

Sometimes there may be such an amount of natural feeling 

as may make what is called “devotion” pleasant. But in the 

long run it becomes irksome, if not accompanied with expec-

tation, sure expectation. It is expectation only that can pro-

duce and keep up truly devotional feeling; expectation found-

ed on God’s infinite willingness to give, and on His promises 

to the applicant. 

The uselessness of non-expecting prayer. It bears no fruit; it 

brings no answer; it draws down no blessing. It is expectation 

that honors God, and that God will honor. The answer al-

ways runs in this form, “According to thy faith be it unto 

thee.” It is non-expectation that, more than anything else, 

ruins and nullifies prayer. 

The sinfulness of non-expecting prayer. The utterance of peti-

tions is nothing to God; it does not recommend the petitioner. 

Many seem to think so; and to suppose there is some secret 

virtue or influence, if not merit, in all prayer, however unbe-

lieving. It is not so; nay, there is guilt, deep guilt, in every 

unbelieving petition; for thus  God is dishonored, His willing-

ness is denied, His Son is set aside, His Spirit is grieved, and 

He is addressed both as an hard master and an unknown 

God. Oh the guilt involved in the religion of religious men; 

men whose prayers are as regular as the rising or setting 

sun! 

Prayer takes for granted that God is full, and we are empty; 

that He is infinitely full, and we unspeakably empty. I do not 

say infinitely empty, because God only is infinite. The crea-

ture is finite, alike in evil and in good: The emptiness or evil 

of any creature, or a whole universe of creatures, can never 

be infinite. Else what would become of us? Infinitude belongs 

to Godhead; finitude to creaturehood. And here is the first 

ray of hope to us. 

Our poverty and want must ever be a mere nothing in com-

parison with the fullness of Him who filleth all in all. We are 

sometimes alarmed at the thought of His greatness. Foolish 

alarm! Were He not so great, so full, so infinite, what would 

become of us? 

Prayer takes for granted that there is a connection between 

this fullness and our emptiness. The fullness is not inaccessi-

ble. It is not too high for us to reach, or for it to stoop. It is 

not too great for us, nor too distant, so as to be incommunica-

ble. There is a connection, and it has been 

established by God himself; it is a divine 

medium of communication: “Ask, and ye 

shall receive.” It is as righteous as it is 

divine. 

Prayer takes for granted that we are enti-

tled to use this channel, this medium; and 

that, in using it, there will be a sure in-

flow of the fullness into us. “Every one 

that asketh receiveth.” It is men, not an-

gels, who are invited to use this medium. 

It is to sinners that the gate is thrown open; for them is the 

access provided. Free, yet righteous access for unrighteous 

men. God’s love has made it free; the blood of His Son hath 

made it righteous. 

It takes for granted God’s willingness to receive every appli-

cant. His willingness is like His fullness, infinite. “Him that 

cometh to me I will in no wise cast out,” applies to prayer; 

but still more does John 4:10 “If thou knewest the gift of 

God, thou wouldest have asked, and He would have given.” 

He makes no exceptions, He does not bid the sinner qualify 

himself, or ascertain his election, or get up some preliminary 

preparation, or make sure of the quantity or quality of his 

faith; He throws open wide His gate and His throne to any 

applicant, the unworthiest of the human race. His willing-

ness to receive each coming one is infinite. Prayer is not 

meant to create or produce willingness; to move the heart of 

an unwilling God. It assumes this willingness, and acts upon 

it. It is not “tentative”; it does not go in order to make an 

experiment on God’s willingness. To “experiment” upon it is 

in reality to deny it; and to act upon such an experimenting 

principle is to deal with an unknown God. 

Prayer takes for granted expectation on our part. This is in a 

measure implied in the willingness of God; but it needs spe-

cial notice; for it is that to which Paul referred when he 

Pray On, And Pray Fervently By Horatius Bonar  
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NEPAL  -  Christians in Nepal have struggled with persecu-

tion for many years, but the introduction of COVID-19 in 

2020 made the situation much worse. In addition to the dev-

astating effects of the illness itself, the lockdowns crippled 

the nation’s economy. 

As part of the economic downturn, churches across the coun-

try were shut down overnight, leaving Christian leaders 

with no source of income. Making matters worse, many were 

denied government aid due to their faith. 

CHINA  -  A Christian school in Beijing’s Tongzhou district 

was shut down by the authorities last September, leaving 

hundreds of students schoolless. 

China Aid reports that the authorities in Tongzhou district 

commanded Christian school “Golden Reed Kindergarten & 

Primary School Learning Center” to vacate its property and 

dismiss the school. 

The school, established by Golden Lampstand Church in 

Beijing, has been serving Christian families by providing 

daycare and education. Thanks to its Christian background, 

some students who are discriminated against in public 

schools, such as those with Autism or special needs, can still 

find education here. 

The measure taken by the authorities not only deprive the 

students from learning, but the school was also forced to 

abandon its facilities and suffers great loss. 

In October, International Christian Concern also reported on 

the raids of several other Christian schools in Jiangsu prov-

ince, Zhejiang province, and Guangdong province. Home-

schooling held by Early Rain Covenant Church in Sichuan 

has also been repeatedly raided. The trend shows that China 

is actively squeezing out space for Christian schools to exist. 

All religious schools need to submit to the control of the Chi-

nese Communist Party. 

ERBIL   -  Christian books and manuscripts saved from pos-

sible destruction by the Islamic State in Iraq will be collected 

and kept in a new museum-study center in Ankawa, Erbil. 

The Bishops of the Chaldean Church created the center in 

the Christian-dominated district. 

Its location in a Christian region, surrounded by Christian 

leaders, is meant to encourage the study of the ancient texts. 

The current Mosul Archbishop, Najib Mikhail Moussa, is 

credited with preserving many documents when he fled from 

the Nineveh Plain in August 2014 to Erbil, seeking to escape 

persecution from the Islamic State jihadists. 

The museum and study center will also house historic Islam-

ic texts that faced potential destruction. The center was vot-

ed on during a meeting of the Chaldean Bishops on October 

23. The preservation of Christian history and allowing it to 

be studied builds against the goals of the Islamic State. 

INDIA  -  On November 2, two pastors were ruthlessly beat-

en by a mob of radical Hindu nationalists in India’s 

Chhattisgarh state. According to local reports, the radicals 

disrupted a prayer meeting, beat the two pastors, burned 

Bibles, and demanded the Christians stop holding worship 

services in the village. 

Attacks on Christians and their placed of worship in India 

have continued to increase both in number and severity. In 

Chhattisgarh, a recent spike in persecution can be attribut-

ed to a series of public rallies put on by radical Hindu na-

tionalists where hate speeches against Christians are com-

mon. In one speech, a nationalist leader even called for the 

beheading of Christian evangelists in Chhattisgarh. 

CONGO REPUBLIC  -   Six people have died in two sepa-

rate attacks perpetrated by the Congo-based rebel group 

Allied Democractic Forces (ADF). …  While a large majority 

(85-90%) of DRC’s population is Christian, violence rooted in 

Islamic extremism, mostly at the hands of ADF, continues to 

worsen, putting the country at number 40 on the 2021 Open 

Doors World Watch List for Christian persecution. “These 

predominantly Christian communities are attacked by an 

Islamic extremist group with a clear Islamic expansionist 

agenda,” Open Doors spokesperson Illia Djadi stated in ref-

erence to the rebel group. 

Please continue to pray for the healing of those traumatized 

by violence in the DRC, and for the Lord to comfort those 

who are grieving the loss of loved ones. Please also pray for 

the Lord to strengthen government protection over its people 

and bring peace to the nation, and for the love of Jesus to 

redeem the souls of those who persecute the church. 

NIGERIA  -  Christians continue to be slaughtered in ongo-

ing attacks by militant Fulani Herdsmen. 

The Fulani are an ethnic group, most of whom live at peace 

with their neighbors. Fulani Militants, however, are mem-

bers of the Fulani ethnic group who have been radicalized by 

a form of extreme Islam. These militants use their trade in 

cattle to move throughout the country, killing Christians, 

destroying villages, and taking land. 

In the midst of these attacks, the Nigerian government con-

tinues to spin the narrative that they are doing the best they 

can, but that the conflict is beyond their control. In reality, 

in most cases, the government is either incompetent or aid-

ing and abetting the attackers. 

Meanwhile the Nigerian Church 

is crying out. Please join us in 

prayer and our efforts to raise 

awareness on behalf of Nigeria’s 

suffering Church today. 

Prayer Needs—News from International Christian Concern www.persecution.org 
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selves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn 

away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto 

fables."  2 Timothy 4:3,4 

Sun Tzu writes, "If you know neither the enemy nor yourself, 

you will succumb in every battle." Therefore, as you consider 

your response to the battle raging around and within you, 

you should both know your adversary and your ally. Con-

cerning mankind's great adversary, the Bible warns us to, 

"Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a 

roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour."  

Again, Sun Tzu writes, "Attack him where he is unprepared. 

Appear where you are not expected. Let your plans be dark 

and impenetrable as night, and when you move fall like a 

thunderbolt." Therefore, to be victorious in this cosmic battle 

for our very soul, we must clearly understand the field of 

battle and the tactics of our adversary. 

The Battleground of our Mind 

Throughout the history of man, philosophers and theologians 

alike have struggled to understand the complicated nature of 

mankind. The Psalmist tells us simply 

that we are "fearfully and wonderfully 

made". The deeper we search into the 

physical makeup of life itself, the more 

we can be truly overwhelmed by the com-

plexity and diversity of life. 

With all of the awe and wonder surround-

ing the physical marvels that allow our 

existence, the one aspect of man that in-

trigues me the most is the mind of man. 

The mind is more than our brain. Alt-

hough our actions are primarily con-

trolled by our brain, there is more to the 

brain than just orchestrating functions in 

our body. According to the National Insti-

tute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke, "This three-pound 

organ is the seat of intelligence, interpreter of the senses, 

initiator of body movement, and controller of behaviour." It 

has also been said that our "brain is like a committee of ex-

perts" sitting in a windowless room. It literally shapes our 

perception and perspective and thereby produces the view of 

the world we see through our mind's eye. 

In general terms, the brain operates on two levels: 

1. The unconscious (or subconscious) mind 

2. The conscious mind 

The unconscious (or subconscious mind) offers automatic 

control over various functions. Because there is considerable 

debate among professionals in the field neuroscience, psychi-

atry, psychology, philosophy, as to the precise definition 

or division of the unconscious verses subconscious mind, I 

All mankind is embroiled in a war that has been raging since 

the dawn of time where man is both the prize and the pawn 

in this deadly conflict. For mankind, it all began in the Gar-

den of Eden. Because of the deception of Adam and Eve that 

was brought about through their seduction by the Nachash 

(the Hebrew word for "shining one"), mankind was plunged 

into a war that they did not start. We are told that God curs-

ed the Nachash (later known as Lucifer or Satan), 

“I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and be-

tween thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and 

thou shalt bruise his heel."  Genesis 3:15 

Thus we have the seed-plot for the story of mankind's strug-

gle with evil throughout their generations. 

It has been said for millennia, in war, the first casualty is 

truth." In other words, he who is blind in battle will most 

likely lose. In the classic book The Art of War" the celebrated 

military strategist and author Sun Tzu writes, "All warfare 

is based on deception. Hence when able to attack we must 

seem unable. When using our forces, we must seem inactive. 

When we are near, we make the enemy 

believe we are far away. When far away 

we must make the enemy believe we are 

near." Therefore, when it comes to being 

victorious in any kind of hostile environ-

ment, we need to understand that 

"knowledge is power."  

The control of information is the key to 

any successful deception. The parlor magi-

cian creates visual diversions to draw our 

attention away from his sleight-of-hand 

movements in order to create the illusion 

that he has performed an act of pure mag-

ic. Given the propensity of many today to 

swallow candy-coated lies, many are suf-

fering from chronic truth decay. Truly we 

are living in a time when we are witnessing the death of dis-

cernment where few seem to be concerned about the demise 

of common sense. 

The Bible gives us a haunting end-times epitaph by stating, 

"Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times 

some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing 

spirits, and doctrines of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy; 

having their conscience seared with a hot iron; forbidding to 

many, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God 

hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which 

believe and know the truth."   1 Timothy 4:1-3 

The apostle Paul's teaching on this subject continues, 

"For the time will come when they will not endure sound 

doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to them-

The Age of Deceit—Part 1 by Ron Matsen 
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promised end-times 

deception. 
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will refer only to the "unconscious mind" as a way of summa-

rizing this aspect of our mental makeup. 

The unconscious mind is the "hard-wired" part of our brain. 

It works with the Autonomic Nervous System (ANS) which 

controls the automatic functions like heart rate, digestion, 

respiration rate, salivation, and perspiration, maintaining 

homeostasis in the body, etc. It is also responsible for issuing 

the pre-planned actions of the body. In the documentary 

called the "Automatic Brain," Dr Joseph Mercola states that 

it manages over 90% of our everyday functions. Therefore, a 

huge majority of human everyday life is automatic where we 

do not need to switch on our consciousness to pick up the 

coffee cup from the table, while we keep on reading the 

morning paper, while we keep on listening to a song on the 

radio. Here we experience the illusion of multitasking. 

The unconscious mind processes 200,000 times more infor-

mation than our conscious mind. It has its memory partially 

imprinted by our conscious mind through cognitive pro-

cessing and practice. Here we see the result of a type of pro-

grammed bias made up of: 

• Our Genetic Makeup 

• Our Sensory Input 

• Our Cognitive Processing 

• Subliminal Impressions 

• Spiritual Influences 

The conscious mind is responsible for our cognitive thinking. 

It makes decisions on where we will focus and contemplate 

while the unconscious mind takes care of everything else. 

Our conscious mind is fed by our sensory devices (which can 

be fooled), our memory (which can be flawed), and/or our 

own imagination (which can be inventive). These perceptions 

form the building blocks of the world we navigate through 

which we call reality. 

The Bible tells us that our mind needs to be cleansed and 

renewed. The apostle Paul warned the church in Rome that, 

"For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually 

minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity 

against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither 

indeed can be."  Romans 8:6,7 

"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 

that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accepta-

ble unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not 

conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renew-

ing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 

acceptable, and perfect, will of God."  Romans 12:1,2 

To clearly identify and avoid deception we need to sharpen 

our perception. We literally need to teach our mind how to 

focus on the things that really matter. Jesus illustrated this 

by saying, 

"The light of the body is the eye: therefore, when thine eye is 

single, thy whole body also is full of light; but when thine eye 

is evil, thy body also is full of darkness." 

The Gatekeeper of our Heart 

The mind is the gatekeeper of the heart which is the reposi-

tory of our deepest held devotion. In fact, the Bible tells us 

that we should be very careful concerning those things that 

capture our heart. King Solomon warned, "Keep thy heart 

with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life." As the 

gatekeeper, the mind needs to consciously filter the harmful 

influences of the world. 

Experts in the field of human perception tell us that the only 

place we appear to operate cognitively is where we con-

sciously place our attention. The cognitive mind is the 

watchtower of our unconscious memory storage. Everything 

else (our automatic brain reactions) guide us through the 

daily tasks of living. We naturally suppress information we 

determine is unnecessary. The more familiar we are with 

our environment, the more our conscious mind can focus on 

new information. 

We have an ally who is more than capable to guide and carry 

us to victory. "Ye are of God, little children, and have over-

come them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that 

is in the world."  God promises to not only show us what is 

true but also what is false. As we gain an understanding of 

our adversary, we will come to recognize the Satanic tactics 

that have been used throughout the history of mankind "lest 

Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant 

of his devices."  As we grow in our knowledge of God, we will 

understand more of God's abilities and capability to carry us 

to victory. In addition, the more you know God's truth, the 

more you can identify and avoid Satan's lies. Discernment is 

our first line of defense against the promised end-times de-

ception. 

Deception wears many different masks. Therefore, we will 

deal with each of these deadly areas of deceit. In subsequent 

articles I will attempt to explore some of these "devices" of 

our Adversary so that we might gain a better understanding 

of how to successfully combat these seductive influences in 

our life. 

https://khouse.org/articles 
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Esther is an obscure book to many, even though it is a story 

of romance and palace intrigue set in the glory days of the 

Persian Empire. A Jewish maiden, elevated to the throne of 

Persia as its queen, is used by God to preserve His people 

against a Hitler-like annihilation. 

To this day, the Feast of Purim commemorates the memory 

of this deliverance. Even the works of Shakespeare's dra-

matic genius cannot compare with the drama and irony in 

this captivating epic. 

However, the book deals with real historical events, not just 

a story to highlight a moral. It deals with an escape from 

genocidal annihilation after their return from Babylonian 

captivity. Chronologically, Esther makes possible Nehemiah. 

It was Esther's marriage to the king of Persia that ultimate-

ly leads to the rebuilding of Jerusalem and enables the chain 

of events that led to the appearance of the Messiah five cen-

turies later. 

The Mysteries of the Book 

However, the Biblical mysteries abound: 

There is no mention of the name of God in 

the book. There is no reference to worship 

or faith. There is no mention or prediction 

of the Messiah; no mention of heaven or 

hell; there is nothing "religious" about it. 

It is a gripping tale, but why is it here in 

the Bible? Martin Luther believed it 

should not be part of the Canon! 

The name Esther gives us a clue: it means 

"Something Hidden"! And we discover 

that there are numerous surprises hidden 

behind, and underneath, the text itself. 

Summary of the Drama 

Orphaned as a child and brought up by her cousin Mordecai, 

Esther was selected by King Ahasuerus to replace the queen 

when Vashti was disgraced. Haman, the prime minister, 

persuaded the king to issue an edict of extermination of all 

the Jews in the Persian Empire. Esther, on Mordecai's ad-

vice, endangered her own life by appearing before the king-

without being invited - in order to intercede for her people.  

Seeing that the king was well disposed toward her, she invit-

ed him and Haman to a private banquet, during which she 

did not reveal her desire but invited them to yet another 

banquet, thus misleading Haman by making him think that 

he was in the queen's good graces. Her real intention was to 

take revenge on him. During a second banquet, Queen Es-

ther revealed her Jewish origin to the king, begged for her 

life and the life of her people, and named her enemy.  

Angry with Haman, King Ahasuerus retreated into the pal-

ace garden. Haman, in great fear, remained to plead for his 

life from the Queen. While imploring, Haman fell on Esther's 

couch and was found in this ostensibly compromising situa-

tion upon the king's return. He was immediately condemned 

to be hung on the very gallows which he had previously pre-

pared for Mordecai. 

The king complied with Esther's request, and the edict of 

destruction was then changed into permission for the Jews to 

avenge themselves on their enemies. 

The Feast of Purim was instituted by Mordecai to celebrate 

the deliverance of the Jews from Haman's plot to kill them. 

Our Jewish friends continue to celebrate this feast to this 

day, which is based on the events in the Book of Esther. Pu-

rim (from Akkadian, puru, "lots") is so called after the lots 

cast by Haman in order to determine the month in which the 

slaughter was to take place.  

Surprising Roots Behind the Tale 

The two principal protagonists are, of 

course, Haman and Mordecai. We are 

surprised to discover that this narrative 

has its roots several generations earlier. 

Haman was an "Agagite," a royal Ama-

lekite, the last of his proud house to occu-

py a position of influence and power. 

"Agag" was the name given to the kings 

of Amalek, the people "against whom the 

Lord hath indignation forever." We first 

read of the land of the Amalekites, in the 

valleys of southern Palestine, involved in 

the great conflicts of the Elamite ascend-

ancy from which ultimately the Persian 

Empire emerges.  

To fully understand the cosmic drama taking place, one must 

begin with the birth of Esau and Jacob. The twins - Jacob 

and Esau - struggling together picture the flesh and Spirit 

struggling against one another. Amalek descended from 

Esau.  

Amalek fought with Israel at Rephidim. "YHWH will have 

war with Amalek from generation to generation." Both Ba-

laam and Moses foretold the doom of this haughty foe. Every 

time Israel rose up in their own power, they were clobbered; 

whenever they rose up in faith and the lowliness of self-

judgment, Amalek's power was broken.  

Saul's Failure 

Samuel commissioned Saul to "go and smite Amalek, and 

utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them not." But 

Saul failed to carry it out. He spared Agag, and so God took 

the kingdom from Saul. Had Saul been obedient, Haman 

could never have appeared on the scene. Although Samuel 

subsequently showed Agag no mercy, some of his children 

escaped him. Haman is witness that Samuel likewise failed 

Something Hidden by Chuck Missler 

 

The Bible is given to us 

(1) to know God; and     

(2) to know ourselves!  



to exterminate the rest of the royal family. Sin unjudged, evil propensities unmortified, 

will result in grave trouble later. It is also important to realize that Mordecai was a de-

scendant of Shimei, who was a recipient of David's grace when he refused to take venge-

ance upon him.  

Now 600 years later, Mordecai, a descendant of the house of Kish, the father of King Saul, 

and a royal Amalekite by the name of Haman, a final descendant of Agag, confront each 

other! With Haman's death, and that of his ten sons, the name of Amalek will be blotted 

out from under heaven. 

Microcodes 

One of the many surprises hidden within the text itself are the presence of eight micro-

codes: five acrostics and three "equidistant letter sequences" that spell out the name of God 

and with some surprising designed-in relevances! 

Macrocodes 

Of even more personal impact than the microcodes are the macrocodes which seem to be 

hidden behind the narrative. Paul reveals that the historic incidents that happened to Is-

rael are intended as types (or models) for us: 

Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples [as a warning]: and they are writ-

ten for our admonition [instruction]... - 1 Corinthians 10:11 

For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we 

through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. - Romans 15:4 

The Book of Esther also seems to foreshadow the Book of Romans as the story-behind-the 

story: the classic struggle between the flesh and the spirit. The Bible is given to us (1) to 

know God; and (2) to know ourselves! And it is our very selves which also seem to be in 

view in some surprising - yet practical - ways. 

It is not only a gripping and enjoyable drama, but a challenging puzzle to unravel, and it 

can be a deeply impacting influence on our Christian walk! Good hunting! 

https://khouse.org/articles 
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In no sense are good men compelled to sin. God always provides a way of escape. That way 

may be through a burning fiery furnace, through a lion’s den, through a shower of stones, 

through death itself; but it is still a way of escape. It is not wicked to die. In his design to 

prove Job a hypocrite, Satan was entirely baffled. In his attempt to bring to naught the 

work of redemption, he wholly failed. The Son of God was more than a match for him. 

        —William S. Plumer 
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