
4 “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when all these things are 

going to be fulfilled?” 5 And Jesus began to say to them, “See to it that no one misleads you. 6 

Many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am He!’ and will mislead many. 7 When you hear of 

wars and rumors of wars, do not be frightened; those things must take place; but that is not 

yet the end. 8 For nation will rise up against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there 

will be earthquakes in various places; there will also be famines. These things are merely the 

beginning of birth pangs.   Mark 13:4-8 

“For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what 

is false, in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure 

in wickedness.” 2 Thessalonians 2:11-12 

“I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. But when He, the 

Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own 

initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 

He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. All things that the 

Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.” John 

16:12-15 

These verses from the Lord Jesus and Paul’s epistle to the Thessalonians are now so timely. 

We survey the landscape of the institutional church, government, media, medicine, econom-

ics and culture all a wash in currents of “deluding influence.” Every area that touches our 

lives must be called into question. We are challenged to “test” every motive, attitude and 

decision to discern the truth. The above Scripture points to those “who did not believe the 

truth.” It makes clear that there is “the truth.” So how do we make sure we “believe the 

truth”? The only surefire way is to trust in our Savior Jesus Christ who is the way and the 

truth and the life.” By personally knowing Jesus Christ, He points us to the Word of God to 

learn the revealed will of God and by relying on it to enable us to navigate the dangerous 

currents of life that would shipwreck our faith. “So this I say, and affirm together with the 

Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their minds, 

being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the igno-

rance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart, and they, having become cal-

lous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with 

greediness. (Ephesians 4:17-19) 

By living in the presence of the Holy Spirit, being in Christ and feeding upon the truth of His 

Word we are assured of the truth. The truth makes it possible to evaluate everything that 

touches us so we may be assured that we have not been duped by the “deluding influence” 

that leads to judgment instead of the truth of a righteous life in which we are to live in Jesus 

day after day. We are released from the bondage of sin and death that frees our critical 

thinking. To that end we must “test the spirits” before we accept anything the world offers as 

“truth.” My goal is not to scare you or “shock” you, but to make sure you are aware of the 
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The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but  

fools despise wisdom and instruction.”—Proverbs 1:7 

What is this fear of the Lord? It is that affectionate reverence, by which the 

child of God bends himself humbly and carefully to his Father’s Law. His wrath 

is so bitter, and His love so sweet, that hence springs an earnest desire to 

please Him, and because of the danger of coming short from his own weakness 

and temptations, a holy watchfulness and fear, “that he might not sin against 

him” (Heb 12:28-29). This enters into every exercise of the mind, every object of 

life (Pro 23:17). The oldest proficient in the divine school seeks a more complete 

moulding into its spirit. The godly parent trains up his family under its influ-

ence (Gen 18:19; Eph 6:4). The Christian scholar honours it as the beginning, 

the head, of all his knowledge; at once sanctifying its end and preserving him 

from its most subtle temptations. 

Why then do multitudes around us despise wisdom and instruction? Because 

the beginning of wisdom—the fear of God—is not before their eyes (Psa 36:1). 

They know not its value. They scorn its obligation. Wise they may be in their 

own sight. But surely God here gives them their right name. For fools they 

must be, to despise such a blessing (Jer 8:9); to rush into willful ruin (Pro 1:22, 

24-32; compare 1Sa 2:25; 1Ki 12:13; Jer 36:22-32); to treasure up work for des-

pairing repentance (Pro 5:12-13; 29:1). Good Lord! May thy childlike fear be my 

wisdom, my security, my happiness! 

events going on around us purposefully not reported or dis-

torted by the doomed world, none of our information outlets 

are exempt. The Lord has burdened me to make sure that 

you are aware of the dangers we are facing in this world and 

the truth Christ has given us in His Word that confirms the 

events that are taking place all over the world of which He is 

in control. I have been warning you for the last number of 

years of the disasters that are approaching our door steps. 

These things are happening whether we acknowledge them 

or not. Proverbs 3:25 tells us: “Do not be afraid of sudden 

fear, nor of the onslaught of the wicked when it comes.” To 

know Jesus Christ is to know the truth! To know the Truth 

is to be prepared. I want to make sure that you know that 

you MUST have a personal relationship in “The Lord Jesus 

Christ” creator of this universe, Judge of mankind and Sav-

ior of sinners of whom I am one! Can you say this with assur-

ance with me? Be aware, alert and prepared as our Lord 

leads us into glory. 

Paul continues in Ephesians 4:20 telling us that we cannot 

know Christ in a state of darkened understanding and living 

in ignorance. On the contrary, “if indeed you have heard Him 

and have been taught in Him just as truth is in Jesus, that, 

in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the 

old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the 

lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your 

mind, and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God 

has been created in righteousness and holiness of the ruth. 

Therefore, laying aside falsehood, SPEAK TRUTH EACH 

ONE of you WITH HIS NEIGHBOR, for we are members of 

one another.” (4:20-25) Question everything. Use your mind 

and critically think of what you are being asked to believe 

from the world, the flesh and the Devil. Be alert! 

Dear one, may we pursue the righteousness of Jesus Christ 

in the daily fellowship with the Spirit and each other as we 

live in a dark and dying world. Resting in the truth, peace 

and life in Christ is our only hope and salvation from the 

judgment that is promised in His Word. This is our only 

means of real preparation. It appears that judgement from 

the Lord God Almighty has indeed started! Please hope and 

pray with me to make sure we are  prepared for what our 

Lord’s will is for our lives. We are facing this together. Re-

member Jesus told the Jews that believed Him: ‘ “If you con-

tinue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and 

you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 

free.”’ (John 8:31-32) May the love of Christ constrain us! 

Please never doubt my love for you and Jesus Christ loves 

you all the more!  “Stay under the Shadow of the Almighty!”’ 

    Pastor Robert 

  

“The fear of God is a quiet grace which 

leads a man along a choice road, of which 

it is written, ‘No lion shall be there, nor any 

ravenous beast shall go up thereon’        

(Isa 35:9). Fear of the very appearance of 

evil is a purifying principle which enables a 

man, through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

to keep his garments unspotted from the 

world. In both senses he that ‘feareth 

always’ is made happy. Solomon had tried 

both worldliness and holy fear: in the one 

he found vanity, in the other happiness. 

Let us not repeat his trial, but abide by    

his verdict.”—C.H. Spurgeon 
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Hungry and Thirsty for Righteousness By Dennis E. Johnson 

Jesus painted the picture of hunger and thirst for people 

who had actually experienced the desperation of lacking 

life’s basic necessities. He was saying, “When you are 

as desperate for righteousness as you would be if you were 

starving and expiring in a wasteland, God will satiate your 

hunger and quench your thirst, flooding your life with the 

righteousness for which you long.” 

But what is this soul-satisfying food and drink called 

“righteousness”? The Bible speaks of righteousness in four 

related ways, all of which should make our spiritual mouths 

water: (1) justice, (2) character, (3) rightness with God, and 

(4) the Lord our righteousness. 

JUSTICE 

Two word families in English reflect a single word family in 

Greek. On the one hand, we have “right,” “righteous,” and 

“righteousness.” On the other, we have “judge,” “justice,” 

“justify,” and “justification.” Behind both of these families is 

a group of Greek words that share a 

single root that encompasses both jus-

tice and righteousness. So Israel’s judg-

es must follow “justice, and only jus-

tice” (Deut. 16:20). By faith, 

says Hebrews 11:33, some of Israel’s 

leaders “enforced justice” (translated 

“righteousness” in our beatitude). 

So, Jesus is pronouncing blessing on 

those who “hunger and thirst 

for justice.” Today we hunger for jus-

tice, as we watch whole neighborhoods, communities, and 

societies ripped apart by injustice. Jesus expected His fol-

lowers specifically to hunger for justice, for they would be 

persecuted for justice’s sake and for Jesus’ sake (Matt. 5:10–

11). As the souls of martyrs await the last judgment, they 

cry, “How long before you will judge and avenge our 

blood?” (Rev. 6:9–10). They hunger for justice. Our hunger 

for a world freed from injustice will be satisfied only in the 

new heavens and earth, in which justice dwells (2 Peter 

3:13). 

RIGHTEOUS CHARACTER  

If we identify with victims of injustice, we thirst to see God 

put wrongs right. If we are consistent, then, we hunger to 

become people characterized by righteousness. In this same 

sermon, Jesus says, “Unless your righteousness exceeds that 

of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the king-

dom of heaven” (Matt. 5:20). Then He shows how deep real 

righteousness goes: it excludes not only murder but also sul-

len anger and insulting words; not only adultery but also 

lustful fantasies. It entails costly promise keeping and truth 

telling. 

God summons us to “pursue righteousness” (1 Tim. 6:11; 2 

Tim. 2:22). We are to “practice righteousness” because our 

Lord is righteous and because righteous character and con-

duct flow from our new birth (1 John 2:29; 3:7, 10). Such 

justice of heart is the fruit of God’s grace (Phil. 1:10–11) and 

cultivated by His fatherly discipline (Heb. 12:11). 

RIGHTNESS WITH GOD 

As we face our own failures to practice what is right, our 

righteousness-hungry hearts are far from satiated. Knowing 

that He is the righteous Judge who will not acquit the wick-

ed (Ex. 23:7), we thirst for a rightness with God that we can-

not achieve. This rightness with God is the free gift of His 

grace, which we receive through faith alone. This gift of 

right standing with God—our sins forgiven, Christ’s right-

eousness credited to us (Isa. 53:5–6, 11–12; 61:10; Zech. 3:1–

5)—is the heart of the good news: “For our sake [God] made 

[Christ] to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21). We long to 

“be found in [Christ], not having a right-

eousness of [our] own that comes from the 

law, but that which comes through faith 

in Christ, the righteousness from God 

that depends on faith” (Phil. 3:8–9). 

In Jesus, our hunger and thirst for right-

ness with God are immediately, complete-

ly satisfied when God’s Spirit draws us to 

trust His Son. This justification assures 

us of God’s love, arousing our hunger for 

the righteousness of character that re-

flects Jesus the righteous One. 

THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS 

God’s gifts of rightness with Himself (justification) and 

growing character-righteousness (sanctification) come in the 

great gift of His Son. Jeremiah predicted that God would 

raise up a righteous Branch, whose name would be “the 

LORD is our righteousness” (Jer. 23:5–6). When the Lord 

our righteousness arrived in person, the Apostle Paul de-

clared: “Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, 

righteousness and sanctification and redemption” (1 Cor. 

1:30). 

Psalmists thirsted for the God who is our righteousness: “As 

a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O 

God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God” (Ps. 42:1–2). 

Their thirst for justice in society, for personal righteousness, 

and for merciful acquittal could be satisfied only in commun-

ion with God Himself. As God’s gracious Spirit sets our 

hearts aflame, we too taste the blessedness of resting in the 

gift of rightness with God, leaning on His righteousness-

producing strength and longing for the new heavens and 

earth, the home of righteousness. 
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21st Robert Thompson 

Continued from last month 

…  No one can read the Scriptures with any measure of attention without discov-

ering how much they have to say about love, and therefore it behooves each one of 

us prayerfully and carefully to ascertain whether or not his or her love be really a 

spiritual one, and whether it be in a healthy state and is being exercised aright. 

The subject of Christian love is far too comprehensive to consider all its varied 

phases within the compass of a single paper. Properly we should begin with con-

templating the exercise of our love toward God and His Christ, but as this has 

been at least touched upon in preceding articles we shall now waive it. Much, too, 

might be said about the natural love which we owe to our fellow men, who belong 

to the same family as we do, but there is less need to write thereon than upon 

what is now before our mind. Here we propose to confine our attention to spiritual 

love unto the brethren, the brethren of Christ. …. 

5.  Rightly Exercising Christian Love 

We profit from the Word when we rightly exercise Christian love. This is done not 

by seeking to please our brethren and ingratiate ourselves in their esteem but 

when we truly seek their highest good. “By this we know that we love the children 

of God, when we love God, and keep His commandments” (1Jo 5:2). What is the 

real test of my personal love to God Himself? It is my keeping of His command-

ments (see John 14:15,21,24; 15:10,14). The genuineness and strength of my love 

to God are not to be measured by my words, nor by the lustiness with which I sing 

His praises, but by my obedience to His Word. The  same  principle holds good in 

my relations with my brethren. 

“By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep 

His commandments.” If I am glossing over the faults of my brethren and sisters, if 

I am walking with them in a course of self-will and self-pleasing, then I am not 

“loving” them, “Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in any 

wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin  upon him” (Lev 19:17). Love is to be 

exercised in a Divine way, and never at the expense of failing to love God; in fact, 

it is only when God has His proper place in my heart that spiritual love can be 

exercised by me toward my brethren. True spiritual love does not consist in grati-

fying them, but in pleasing God and  helping them; and I can only help them in the 

path of God’s commandments. 

Petting and pampering each other is not brotherly love; exhorting one another to  

press  forward  in  the race that is set before us, and speaking words (enforced by 

example of our daily walk)  which  will  encourage them to “look off unto Jesus,” 

would be much more helpful  (Heb  12:1,2).  Brotherly  love  is  a  holy  thing, and 

not a fleshly sentiment or a loose indifference as to the path we are treading. God’s 

“commandments” are expressions of His love, as well as of His authority, and to 

ignore them, even while seeking to be kindly affectioned one to another, is not 

“love” at all. The exercise of love is to be in strict conformity to the revealed will of 

God. We are to love “in the truth” (3Jo 1). 

6.  Manifestations of Christian Love 

We profit from the Word when we are taught the varied manifestations of Chris-

tian love. To love our brethren and manifest the same in all kinds of ways is our 

bounden duty. But at no point can we do this more truly and effectually, and with 

less affectation and ostentation, than by having fellowship with them at the throne 

of grace. There are brethren and  sisters in Christ in the four corners of the earth, 

about the de- tails of whose trials and conflicts, temptations and sorrows, I know 

The Scriptures And Love by A.W. Pink 

10th Doug Gast 

13th Addison Magdziarz 

14th Shelly Nourse 

29th Cody Payton 
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nothing; yet I can express my love for them, and pour out 

my heart before God on their be- half, by earnest supplica-

tion and intercession. In no other way can the Christian 

more manifest his affectionate regard toward his fellow 

pilgrims than by using all his interests in the Lord Jesus in 

their behalf, entreating His mercies and favours unto them. 

“Whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have 

need, and shutteth up his bowels of com- passion from him, 

how dwelleth the love of God in him? My little children, let 

us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in 

truth” (1Jo 3:17,18). Many of God’s people are very poor in 

this world’s goods. Sometimes they wonder why this is; it is 

a great trial unto them. One reason why the Lord permits 

this is that others of His saints may have their compassion 

drawn out and minister to their temporal needs from the 

abundance with which God has furnished them.  Real love 

is intensely practical: it considers no office too mean, no 

task too humbling, where the sufferings of a brother can be 

relieved. When the Lord of love was here upon earth, He 

had thought for the bodily hunger of the multitude and the 

comfort of His disciples’ feet! 

But there are some of the Lord’s people so poor that they  

have  very little indeed to share  with others. What, then, 

may they do? Why, make the spiritual concerns of all the 

saints their own;  interest  them- selves on their behalf at 

the throne of grace. We know by our own cases and circum-

stances what the feelings, sorrows, complaints of other 

saints  must  be  the  sub- jects of. We know from sad expe-

rience how easy it is to give way to a spirit of discontent and 

murmuring. But we also know how, when we have cried 

unto the Lord for His quieting hand to be laid upon us, and 

when He has brought some precious promise to our remem-

brance, what peace and comfort have come  to  our heart. 

Then let us beg Him to be equally gracious to all His dis-

tressed saints. Let us  seek  to  make  their  bur- dens our 

own, and weep with them that weep, as well as rejoice with 

them that rejoice  (Rom  12:15).  Thus shall we express real 

love for their persons in Christ by entreating their Lord  

and our Lord  to remember them with  everlasting  kind-

ness. 

This is how the Lord Jesus is now manifesting His love to 

His saints: “He ever liveth to make intercession for them” 

(Heb 7:25). He makes their cause and care His own. He is 

entreating the Father on their behalf. None is forgotten by 

Him: every lone sheep is borne upon the heart of the Good 

Shepherd. Thus, by ex- pressing our love to the brethren in 

daily prayers for the supply of their varied needs, we are 

brought into fellowship with our great High Priest. Not only 

so, but the saints will be endeared to us thereby: our very 

praying for them as the beloved of God will increase our 

love and esteem for them as such. We cannot carry them on 

our hearts before the throne of grace without cherishing in 

our own hearts a real affection for them. The best way of 

overcoming a bitter spirit to a brother who has offended is 

to be much in prayer for him. 

7.  Cultivation of Christian Love 

We profit from the Word when we are taught the proper cul-

tivation of Christian love. First, recognizing at the outset 

that just as there is much in you (in me) which will severely 

try the love  of  the  brethren,  so there will be not a little in 

them to test our love. “Forbearing one another in love” (Eph 

4:2) is a great ad- monition on this subject which each of us 

needs to lay to heart. It is surely striking to note that the 

very first quality of spiritual love named in 1 Corinthians 13 

is that it “suffereth long” (v 4). 

Second, the best way to cultivate any virtue or grace is to 

exercise it. Talking and theorizing about it avails nothing 

unless it be carried into action. Many are the complaints 

heard today about the littleness of the love which is being 

manifested in many places: that is all the more reason why I 

should seek to set a better example! Suffer not the coldness 

and unkind- ness of others to dampen your love, but 

“overcome evil with good” (Rom 12:21). Prayerfully ponder 1 

Corinthians 13 at least once a week. 

Third, above all see to it that your own heart basks in the 

light and warmth of God’s love. Like begets like. The more 

you are truly occupied with the unwearying, unfailing, un-

fathomable love of Christ to  you,  the more will your heart be 

drawn out in love to those who are His. A beautiful illustra-

tion of this is found in the fact that the particular apostle 

who wrote most upon brotherly love was he who leaned upon 

the Master’s bosom (Joh 21:20).  

The Lord grant all requisite grace to both reader and writer 

(than whom none more needs to  heed them) to observe these 

rules, to the praise of the glory of His grace, and to the good 

of His beloved people. 
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“Golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints.” 

—Revelation 5:8 

There exists not a more undoubted evidence of a renewed 

nature than prayer. The absence of it is the unmistakable 

evidence of death, its existence a palpable and positive evi-

dence of life. Prayer is the most vital, spiritual, and pure 

emanation of the indwelling of the Spirit in the soul. 

If, in a case of suspended animation, we marked the slight-

est symptom of life—the gentlest heaving of the heart, the 

faintest moisture breathed upon the surface of a mirror—we 

should certainly hail it as proof of the existence of the vital 

principle. We would not ask for strong spasmodic action and 

postpone all efforts to rouse the dormant pulse before we 

pronounced the individual alive. We would be satisfied that 

the spark still glowed, and this would reassure our hope and 

animate our labor. Prayer is the spiritual life of the renewed 

soul. 

There may be the absence of profound religious knowledge, 

great depth of Christian experience, fiery 

zeal, and gigantic energy. Nevertheless, if 

it is said of one thus apparently dormant, 

“Behold he prays!”; if in the secret walk, all 

deeply veiled from human eye, there is fel-

lowship with God, communion with the 

Invisible, there is life—life divine, life spir-

itual, life eternal. To change the figure, 

here is a plant of righteousness growing in 

a corrupt soil; here is a flower of holiness 

blooming and exhaling amid sin, corrup-

tion, and death! Surely, this cannot be in-

digenous to our fallen humanity, but must 

be a seedling, a germ, a graft from the paradise of God. 

Among the most precious things of God is this: the principle 

and spirit, the power and sweetness of prayer. 

We select the idea from a scene in the Apocalyptic drama 

that passed before the eye of John. In this vision, among 

other sublime revelations, he beheld “four beasts and four 

and twenty elders fall down before the Lamb, having every 

one of them harps, and golden vials full of odors, which are 

the prayers of saints” (Rev 5:8). That these elders belonged 

not to any order of angelic intelligence is conclusive from the 

subsequent verse, in which they are represented as acknowl-

edging themselves to be “redeemed to God by the blood of 

the Lamb.” It is clear, then, that they formed a part of the 

Church redeemed from among men. The whole vision is de-

signed to present the fact that the Church of God is a pray-

ing Church and that the prayers of the Lord’s people ascend 

before Jehovah as precious incense, holy, fragrant, and ac-

ceptable through the infinite and atoning merits of Jesus 

Christ…But observe in the outset whose prayers are these: 

“The prayers of saints.” “Odours (incense), which are the 

The Prayers of Christ’s Saints by Octavius Winslow 

prayers of saints.” What saints? Not the glorified saints. The 

saints in heaven have done with prayer. The service and the 

employment, which before was to them the most precious 

and hallowed, has now ceased forever. That which is perfect 

is come, and that which was but in part is done away. Prayer 

and supplication, which on earth was the source of their 

sweetest solace and their richest comfort—the vital atmos-

phere in which they lived—is exchanged for praise. Adora-

tion, thanksgiving, and worship fill every soul, attune every 

heart, and employ every tongue in this world of blessedness. 

Beloved, there is no prayer in heaven, save that of the Great 

Interceding High Priest…There is but one recognized Inter-

cessor in heaven, the Lord Jesus Christ, Who “by his own 

blood he entered in once into the holy place” (Heb 9:12) and 

“ever liveth to make intercession for them” (Heb 7:25). With 

such a Mediator before the throne, Whom the Father hears 

always, why invoke the aid, the sympathy, the prayers of 

creatures—angel or saint? The Great High Priest is in heav-

en—will not that suffice? With Him, the Father is well 

pleased—is not this enough? His intercession never fails—

what more can you desire? 

Begirt with His ephod and wearing His 

breastplate, He bears the burdens and partic-

ipates in the sorrows of His Church below. By 

no avenue but His bleeding heart can they 

enter—up no ladder but His cross can they 

ascend; and with no name may they entwine 

their supplications but the one name that 

transcends every name, the name of Jesus. 

Who can fully unfold the blessedness of this 

truth to the saints of God? Do we not, be-

loved, rob our souls of the peculiar blessing—

the support, the comfort, the grace—bound up in the inter-

cessory work of our Immanuel within the veil? What can be 

more encouraging and animating than to know that Christ 

remembers us, prays for us, and upholds us in heaven?—

that He thinks of us with a friend’s affection, compassionates 

us with a brother’s sympathy, prays for and supports us with 

a Savior’s meritorious intercession? By faith, [do] you not see 

Him, standing before the golden altar in glory, presenting 

the sacred incense of His merits, the temple all filled with its 

perfume? Do not think that the Church below has no tokens, 

unmistakable and precious, of her Great High Priest’s inter-

cession within the veil of glory. Has the type of this truth no 

significance? A part of Aaron’s vestment was “a golden 

bell…upon the hem of the robe round about” (Exo 28:34). 

The Divine instruction was, “It shall be upon Aaron to minis-

ter: and his sound shall be heard when he goeth in unto the 

holy place before the LORD” (Exo 28:35.) How expressive 

and how sweet must that sound have been to the waiting 

congregation with- out! It was to them an evidence and a 

token that the priest was within the veil, ministering before 

the altar, bearing them upon his breastplate, presenting 

 

Beloved, our Great High 

Priest has passed within the 

veil and appears in the 

presence of God for us.  
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their sacrifices, and securing by his intercession their ac-

ceptance and God’s response. Beloved, our Great High Priest 

has passed within the veil and appears in the presence of 

God for us. Hear you not the music of His bells? How en-

trancing their melody! How precious their significance! Eve-

ry covenant blessing sent down from God, every gracious 

answer to prayer returned, every pure beam of love darting 

into your soul, every spring of joy, peace, and hope welling 

up in your heart, every burden sustained, every grief 

soothed, every temptation broken is the chiming of these 

bells upon the robe of Jesus as He ministers before the 

throne of God in glory. How sweet, how precious, how sooth-

ing their melody! 

“The prayers of saints.” If prayer be the breathing of the 

indwelling Spirit in the soul, if the expression of deeply-felt 

[need], if the language of a child, and if the incense of the 

heart wafted to heaven through faith in Christ, then the 

saints of God are the only individuals who offer true prayer. 

Prayer is too holy and spiritual an exercise for any but the 

holy ones. None prostrate themselves at the mercyseat but 

the poor in spirit—the self-abhorring— Christ-desiring! To 

them, this spot is the dearest in the universe. Here is attrac-

tion that, find them where it may, irresistibly draws and 

indissolubly binds them. All may be gloom beyond—all is 

sunshine here. The saint in audience with Jehovah is the 

most morally sublime spectacle in the universe. Angelic spir-

its must look down upon it with an emotion of blended awe 

and delight. Such is the privilege of a saint. Let the world 

deride the name and trample in the dust him who wears it, 

yet is it the most honored and sacred appellation God ever 

conferred upon mortals: “called to be saints”—what a high 

calling, beloved, is this! Made lower than angels by sin, we 

are made higher than angels by grace. Redemption has ex-

alted our humanity above every other nature but the Divine. 

To be clothed upon with the “righteousness of God” (Rom 

3:21-22) is to occupy a position of dignity and glory to which 

no other creature can aspire…Lord! Let the infidel deny the 

character and the worldling scorn the name, number me 

among Your saints everlasting, upon whom is conferred the 

privilege of fellowship and nearness with You here, and glo-

ry, honor, and immortality with You hereafter! 

But what is the incense?—“the prayers of saints.” The em-

blem is exquisitely beautiful and expressive. It is one of the 

highest conceptions of poetry in one of its most sacred forms. 

Prayer is holy incense…David so employs the expression in 

connection with prayer: “Let my prayer be set forth before 

thee as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as the even-

ing sacrifice” (Psa 141:2). We have but glanced at the truth 

that the saints of God are a praying people, that communion 

with the Triune Jehovah is an essential characteristic…No 

man is a saint of God who is not a praying man; and a pray-

ing man, find him where you may, is a saint of God. He may 

prefer the place and the mode of prayer that his conscience 

best approves; whether that place be a cathedral or a barn, 

and the mode be liturgical or free, is of no essential moment. 

If, penetrating within the inner and hidden shrine, he waves 

be- fore its altar the censer of a truly contrite, believing, 

adoring heart, drawing near to God in the name of Jesus and 

holding fellowship with the Invisible, that man is a man of 

prayer…But not only is prayer essential to the character of a 

saint of God, his whole history implies that he is a man of 

prayer. Your Christian life, beloved reader, necessitates this 

walking with God in all its minute detail. If it be a divine 

precept, as it is a precious privilege, to acknowledge the Lord 

in all our ways, then this habit of recognizing the being and 

government of God, His love and care for us, His providen-

tial guidance of our every step, must keep us in constant and 

close contact with our Father and Friend. When to this we 

add the more spiritual part of our history—the Christian 

conflict we wage, the discoveries of sin we make, the seduc-

tions by which we are assailed, the daily trials, sorrows, and 

disappointments to which we are subjected—surely prayer 

must be the living, enshrouding atmosphere of a saint of 

God! Not one moment could we live without it. Prayer, 

breathed from the believer’s heart on earth or from the lips 

of the Great Intercessor in heaven, sustains each moment 

the life of God in the soul of man. Ah, beloved! Where could 

you go with those burdens, those wants, those chafings those 

backslidings, those shortcomings, those sorrows that com-

pose so large a part of daily life, but to the throne of grace? 

Where could you resort for mercy, for strength, for fortitude 

for patience, for comfort and soothing, but where the God of 

love and power meets you and talks with you through Jesus, 

as man communes with his friend? It is in this light we come 

to regard prayer, not merely as a divine command or as a 

Christian duty, but as the holiest, sweetest, and most pre-

cious privilege God has given to us on earth. 

From “The Preciousness of Prayer” in The Precious Things of 

God, Soli Deo Gloria, a division of Reformation Heritage 

Books, www.heritagebooks.org. 
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Kenya – A month ago, the al-Shabaab terrorist group staged an attack on Widho 

Village, Lamu West, Kenya. The onslaught lasted over six hours, leaving a trail of 

deaths and much destroyed property. Six Christian men were killed during the 

night of terror, four of them tied, shot. and burnt. The other two were butchered. 

Four houses and two shops were also torched.  

The nation was shaken by the atrocity meted upon the peace-loving Christians of 

Lamu, two days after celebrating the new year. … The Widho attack was the first 

in what became a month-long terror spree that has claimed twenty-nine people in 

Lamu and Mandera.  

Indonesia – On January 31, Indonesian police have arrested a Muslim politician 

from Jakarta for allegedly insulting members of the mostly Christian Dayak eth-

nic group in Borneo. 

The case that ensnared Edy Mulyadi, 55, a politician from Islamist political party 

Prosperous Justice Party, is related to a video clip containing his statement re-

garding the relocation of the nation’s capital city from Jakarta to East Kaliman-

tan. He was calling Kalimantan — where many ethnic Dayaks live — “a place of 

evil spirits [genies] that throw away children, so it would be strange if the coun-

try’s capital was moved to that area.” …. 

National police spokesman Ahmad Ramadhan confirmed that Mulyadi was arrest-

ed and detained for hate speech targeting indigenous, religious, and racial groups. 

He can face up to ten years of imprisonment for hate speech.  

Iran – Ten Iranian Christian converts previously cleared of all accusations are 

being forced by the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) to participate in 

“re-education” classes led by Islamic clerics. The ten Christians, eight of whom 

were cleared in a Dezful court in November of any crime, appeared after being 

summoned via phone. … 

Now these mandatory Islamic re-education classes directly conflict with the rul-

ings of the Civil and Revolutionary Court of Dezful that said the group “merely 

converted to a different religion”. The court noted that this apostasy could be pun-

ished under Islamic Sharia law but was “not criminalized in the laws of Iran”. In 

reference to other common charges Iranian Christians face, the courts also ruled 

they “didn’t carry out any propaganda against other groups”. ... 

Christian converts in Iran also face discrimination particularly when it comes to 

their children and the efforts to force Islamic studies upon them. A group of Irani-

an Christians released a joint statement protesting the pressure of Islamic study 

in education. Other non-Muslims are exempt from studying Islamic Studies in 

schools, but the children of Christian converts, who are viewed by the state as 

Muslim, must either participate or be barred from school. 

Pakistan – Gunmen targeted two priests traveling home from church in Paki-

stan’s northwestern city of Peshawar on January 30, killing one and injuring the 

other. Father William Siraj (75 years) died instantly from multiple gunshot 

wounds, while Father Naeem Patrick was treated for a gunshot wound to his 

hand. … 

Christians are a minority in the Muslim-dominated country of Pakistan and are 

regularly subjected to targeted acts of violence.  

Pray for our  
Missionaries 

 
Mission India—Children’s Ministry 

John Barros—Abortion Intervention 

Carlos & Sandy Rios—Church Planting 

PMI—Orphanage and School in India 
 

Prayer Needs—News from International Christian Concern www.persecution.org 
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And every day, in the temple and from house to 

house, they kept right on teaching and preaching 

Jesus as the Christ.  Acts 5:42 

From the start, Christianity was a missionary movement. 

Before returning to heaven, Jesus gave His small band of 

followers strict marching orders: “Go therefore and make 

disciples of all the nations” (Matthew 28:19). Describing the 

mission-minded spirit of the first Christians, Michael Green 

writes: “The enthusiasm to evangelize which marked the 

early Christians is one of the most remarkable things in the 

history of religions. Here were men and women of every rank 

and station in life, of every country in the known world, so 

convinced they had discovered the riddle of the universe, so 

sure of the one true God whom they had come to know, that 

nothing must stand in the way of their passing on this good 

news to others.” 

Lacking sacred temples or a special class of priests, the first-

century Christians naturally made the home their base of 

operations. Michael Green, in his study Evangelism in the 

Early Church, says, “One of the most important methods of 

spreading the gospel in antiquity was by the use of homes.” 

Robert and Julia Banks, a prominent Australian couple and 

key leaders in the worldwide home church movement said, 

“It is often forgotten that the Christianity which conquered 

the Roman Empire was essentially a home centered move-

ment.” Indeed, the first Christian congregations conducted 

all or most of their meetings in homes because they did not 

own buildings. The home thus became a hub for evangelism 

and teaching. The first Gentile converts were not converted 

in a cathedral but in the home of Cornelius (Acts 10:24). 

Likewise, Matthew used his home to evangelize his friends 

(Luke 5:29). We all need to learn from Matthew and Cor-

nelius to be more brave in inviting friends and neighbors 

into our homes to hear about Christ. 

Inviting neighbors and friends into our homes for a meal 

provides the perfect atmosphere for sharing the gospel. Our 

Lord used table talk effectively to engage people in spiritual 

discussions and life-changing  encounters (Luke 7:36-50; 

11:37-54; 14:1-24). Evangelistic home Bible studies are also a 

very effective means of reaching people because the atmos-

phere is non-threatening, informal, comfortable, relaxed, and 

personal. If we would only open our eyes, we would see that 

opportunities abound for using our homes to reach friends 

and neighbors with the gospel. God delights in using the 

home environment to do great things.  

Jim Petersen, in his book, Evangelism as a Lifestyle, tells a 

story about a Brazilian man, Mario, with whom he had Bible 

studies for four years before the young man came to Christ. 

Mario, a Marxist intellectual and political activist, told Jim 

years after his conversion what made him decide for Christ. 

“Remember that first time I stopped by your house? We were 

on our way someplace together and I had a bowl of soup with 

you and your family. As I sat there observing you, your wife, 

your children, and how you related to each other, I asked 

myself, ‘When will I have a relationship like this with my 

fiancée?’ When I realized the answer was ‘never,’ I concluded 

I had to become a Christian for the sake of my own survival.” 

Showing concern and love to non-Christians by inviting them 

into our homes is a powerful magnet which brings men to 

Christ. Sharing our homes is one of the most loving, memora-

ble things we can do to help communicate the message of 

Christ’s love! 

There is nothing wrong with dining with friends and rela-

tives. Such occasions are essential to family relationships 

and friendships. But Jesus was most noted for dining with 

undesirable, unknown, and irreligious people (Luke 19:1-10). 

And in Luke 14, Jesus teaches His disciples to welcome the 

unwelcomed. Jesus says, “Open your homes to those who are 

neglected, alone, and uninvited.” Thus the practice of Chris-

tian hospitality is truly distinctive from the world’s because 

it reaches out to unwanted, needy people who cannot recipro-

cate. For many people, hospitality is practiced only to meet 

their own social needs, or for self-glory to impress others with 

their homes, fine food, etc. In contrast, Christian hospitality 

is humble, sacrificial service, ministering to people from eve-

ry social strata of life. 

Do you see the potential of using your home to demonstrate 

Christ’s love and to win people to the savior? You don’t have 

to be a preacher or have years of training to use your home to 

love and serve needy people. If you just open the doors of 

your home, the people will come. 

 from The Hospitality Commands by Alexander Strauch 

Evangelism 

Are we really willing to face the enterprise which Christ sets before us? Much depends on what I may call soul for this object. 

By that I mean the possession of an overmastering sense of obligation to fulfill Christ’s commission, confidence in the Lord’s 

promised presence in the discharge of it, an invincible assurance that the preaching of the Cross is the one instrumentality 

for the conversion of men, reliance on His providence to open doors of entrance into kingdoms, and, more than all, a burning 

love to Christ Himself, an unfaltering enthusiasm for the salvation of men, an inflexible determination to persevere, conquer, 

or die.        from The Evangelization of the World—Alexander N. Sommerville 
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They judge sin by the opinion of the world. But what can a 

world that “lieth in wickedness” (1Jo 5:19) know about God’s 

hatred of sin? It does not matter what the world thinks, but 

it matters a great deal what God says about it. Others meas-

ure the guilt of sin by what conscience tells them—or fails to! 

But conscience needs informing by the Bible. Many uncivi-

lized tribes have put their girl babies and old people to 

death, and conscience did not chide  them. A deadened con-

science has accompanied multitudes to hell without any 

voice of warning. Tens of thousands of religionists see so lit-

tle filth in sin that they imagine a few tears will wash away 

its stain. They perceive so little criminality in it that they 

persuade themselves that a few good works will make full 

reparation for it. 

All comparisons fail to set forth the horrible malignity in 

that abominable thing that God hates. We can say nothing 

more evil of sin than to term it what it is: “Sin, that it might 

appear sin” (Rom 7:13). “Who is like unto thee, O 

LORD?” (Exo 15:11). When we say of God that He is God, we 

say all that can be said of Him. “Who is a 

God like  unto thee?” (Mic 7:18). We can-

not say more good of Him than to call 

Him God. We cannot say more evil of sin 

than to say it is sin. When we have 

called it that, we have said all that can 

be said of it. When the apostle wanted a 

descriptive epithet for sin, he invested it 

with its own name: “that sin by the com-

mandment might become exceeding sin-

ful” (Rom 7:13). That was the worst he 

could say of it, the ugliest name he could 

give it—just as when Hosea denounced the Ephraimites for 

their idolatry: “So shall Bethel do unto you because of the 

evil of your evil” (10:15, literal translation). The prophet 

could not paint their wickedness any blacker than to double 

the expression. 

The hideousness of sin can be set forth no more impressively 

than in the terms used by the apostle in Romans 7:13: “That 

sin … might become exceeding sinful” is a very forcible ex-

pression. It reminds us of similar words used by Paul when 

magnifying the glory that is yet to be revealed in the saints 

and with which the sufferings of this pre- sent time are not 

worthy to be compared, namely, “a far more exceeding and 

eternal weight of glory” (2Co 4:17). No viler name can be 

found for sin than its own. Andrew Fuller stated, “If we 

speak of a treacherous person, we call him a ‘Judas’; if of 

Judas, we call him a ‘devil’; but if of Satan, we [lack] a com-

parison because we can find none that is worse than himself. 

We must therefore say, as Christ did, ‘When he speaketh a 

lie, he speaketh of his own.’ It was thus with the apostle, 

when speaking of the evil of his own heart, ‘That sin by the 

commandment might become’—what? He [lacked] a name 

worse than its own—he could not find one—he therefore 

We may take a survey of everything in and on the earth, and 

we cannot find anything so vile as sin. The basest and most 

contemptible thing in this world has some degree of worth in 

it, as being the workmanship of God. But sin and its foul 

streams have not the least part of worth in them. Sin is 

wholly evil, without the least mixture of good—vileness in 

the abstract. Its heinousness appears in its author: “He that 

committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the 

beginning” (1Jo 3:8). Sin is his trade, and he practices it in-

cessantly. Sin’s enormity is seen in what it has done to man: 

it has completely ruined his nature and brought him under 

the curse of God. Sin is the source of all our miseries; all un-

righteousness and wretchedness are its fruits. There is no 

distress of the mind, no anguish of the heart, no pain of the 

body, but is due to sin. All the miseries that mankind groans 

under are to be ascribed to sin. It is the cause of all penalty: 

“Thy way and thy doings have procured these things unto 

thee; this is thy wickedness, because it is bitter, because it 

reacheth unto thine heart” (Jer 4:18). Had there been no sin, 

there would have been no wars, no national calamities, no 

prisons, no hos- pitals, no insane asy-

lums, no cemeteries! Yet who lays these 

things to heart? 

Sin assumes many garbs; but when it 

appears in its nakedness, it is seen as a 

black and misshapen monster. How God 

Himself views it may be learned from 

the various similitudes used by the Holy 

Spirit to set forth its ugliness and loath-

someness. He has compared it with  the 

greatest deformities and the most filthy 

and repulsive objects to be met with in this world. Sin is lik-

ened to (1) the scum of a seething pot in which is a detesta-

ble carcass (Eze 24:12); (2) the blood and pollution of a new-

born child, before it is washed and clothed (Eze 16:4, 6); (3) a 

dead and rotting body (Rom 7:24); (4) the noisome stench and 

poisonous fumes that issue from the mouth of an open sepul-

cher (Rom 3:13); (5) the lusts of the devil (Joh 8:44); (6) pu-

trefying sores (Isa 1:5–6); (7) a menstruous cloth (Isa 3:22; 

Lam 1:17); (8) a canker or gangrene (2Ti 2:17); (9) the dung 

of filthy creatures (Phi 3:8); (10) the vomit of a dog and the 

wallowing of a sow in the stinking mire (2Pe 2:22). 

Such comparisons show us something of the vileness and 

horrible- ness of sin; yet in reality, it is beyond all compari-

son. There is a far greater malignity in sin than is commonly 

supposed even by the majority of church members. Men re-

gard it as an infirmity and term it a human frailty or heredi-

tary weakness. But Scripture calls it “an evil thing and bit-

ter” (Jer 2:19), an abominable thing that God hates (Jer 

44:4). Few people think of it thus; rather, the majority re-

gard it as a mere trifle, a matter of so little moment that all 

they have to do is cry in the hour of death, “Lord, pardon me; 

Lord, bless me,” and all will be eternally well with them. 

 

Romans 7:13: “That sin … 

might become exceeding sinful” 

is a very forcible expression 

Nothing So Vile As Sin by Arthur W. Pink (1886-1952) 
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will then inflict upon them are sin’s rightful wages. 

Sin is a species of atheism, for it is the virtual repudiation of 

God. It seeks to discredit Him, to rebel against Him: “Who is 

the LORD, that I should obey his voice?” (Exo 5:2). Sin is a 

malignant spirit of independence. Whether imperceptibly 

influencing the mind or consciously present, it lies at the root 

of all evil and depravity. Man de- sires to be lord of himself; 

hence his ready reception at the beginning of the devil’s lie, 

“Ye shall be as gods” (Gen 3:5). Man’s credence of that lie 

was the dissolution of the tie that bound the creature in will-

ing subjection to the Author of his being. Thus, sin is really 

the denial of our creaturehood and, in consequence, a rejec-

tion of the rights of the Creator. Its language is “I am. I am 

my own, and therefore I have the right to live unto myself.” 

Thornwell pointed this out: “Considered as the renunciation 

of dependence upon God, it may be called unbelief; as the 

exaltation of itself to the place of God, it may be called pride; 

as the transferring to another object the homage due to the 

Supreme, it may be called idolatry; but in all these aspects 

the central principle is one and the same.” 

From Studies in the Scriptures, available from CHAPEL 

LIBRARY. 

unites a strong epithet to the thing itself, calling it, 

‘exceeding sinful.’ ” 

There are four great evils in sin: the total absence of the 

moral image of God, the transgression of His just law, obnox-

iousness to His holiness, and separation from Him—

entailing the presence of positive evil, guilt [that] cannot be 

measured by any human standard, the most repulsive defile-

ment, and misery inexpressible. Sin contains within it an 

infinite evil, for it is committed against a Being of infinite 

glory, unto Whom we are under infinite obligations. Its odi-

ousness appears in that fearful description, “filthiness and 

superfluity of naughtiness” (Jam 1:21), which is an allusion 

to the brook Kidron into which the garbage of the temple 

sacrifices and other vile things were cast (2Ch 29:16). Sin’s 

hatefulness to God is seen in His awful  curse upon the work-

manship of His own hands, for He would not anathematize 

man for a trifle. If He does not afflict willingly, then most 

certainly He would not curse without great provocation. The 

virulence and vileness of sin can only be gauged at Calvary, 

where it rose to the terrible commission of Deicide; at the 

cross it “abounded” to the greatest possible degree. The de-

merits of sin are seen in the eternal damnation of sinners in 

hell, for the indescribable sufferings that divine vengeance 

What is sin? It is our poverty; it is the sickness and languor of our souls; it is a noisome and a pestilent dis-

ease; it is lameness, blindness, and impotency; it is a monstrous and loathsome deformity; it is a dungeon 

with fetters and vermin; in a word, it is misery. It is really as great an evil to our souls as these are to our 

bodies. It is so represented in the Word of Truth. It is all these; it is more; it is worse  than all these; and 

what an advantage would it be to be rid of such a horrid, hideous evil as this.— David Clarkson 

 

The great design of God in sending Christ into the world—His incarnation, humiliation, death, and  

passion—were all about this: the conquering and destroying of sin. How great an enemy was this that God 

must send out His Son to conquer it? He can arm flies, lice, frogs, the meanest of creatures, to overthrow 

the greatest power and force on the earth; but no less than His Son was strong enough to conquer sin. 

— Samuel Bolton 

The Most Important Book: Leviticus by Chuck Missler 

ment Christians how to appreciate holiness and appropriate 

it into their everyday lives. We seem to want Jesus to solve 

our problems and carry our burdens, but we don't want Him 

to control our lives and change our character. 

But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all 

manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for 

I am holy.      1 Peter 1:15, 16 

What is "holiness"? It is the primary emphasis in the Bible. 

This word occurs 87 times in Leviticus alone. The Hebrew 

word for "holy" used in Leviticus, qodesh, means "that which 

is set apart and marked off; that which is different; separate-

ness; apartness; sacredness." The English word "holy" comes 

It may come as a surprise to discover that there are a num-

ber of Biblical experts who regard the Book of Leviticus as 

the most important book of the Bible! (Dr. Samuel H. Kel-

logg, Dr. Albert C. Dudley, J. Vernon McGee, et al.) 

The Most Important Thing?  

What is The Most Important Thing in the world? Holiness! 

True happiness begins with holiness.  

"If I had my choice of all the blessings I can conceive of I 

would choose perfect conformity to the Lord Jesus, or, in one 

word, holiness."   - Charles Spurgeon 

Holiness isn't a luxury: it's a necessity. It's not limited to 

"the Jews in ancient Israel": Leviticus instructs New Testa-
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from the Old English word halig, which means "to be whole, to be healthy." The related word 

"sanctify" comes from the Latin sanctis, which means "consecrated, sacred, blameless." 

Anything that God said was holy had to be treated differently from the common things of life. 

The Sabbath was holy because God set it apart for His people. The priests were holy because 

they were set apart to minister to the Lord. Their garments were holy and could not be dupli-

cated for common use. The tithe is holy.  

Holiness Revealed  

How did a Holy God reveal Himself and His holiness? The pagan religions were notoriously 

immoral and involved occultic idols, temple prostitution, and the like. God commanded His peo-

ple to stay away from their altars and shrines and to refuse to learn their ways. You never call 

any of the heathen deities "holy." But the "Holy One of Israel" is one of the most oft-repeated 

names of YHWH in Scripture (30X in Isaiah alone). In both declaration and demonstration, 

YHWH made it clear to the people of Israel that He is a holy God, righteous in all His works 

and just in all His judgments. He also gave them a Holy Law that contained both promises and 

penalties, of which the Ten Commandments are the essence. It taught them right from wrong, 

defined things both clean and unclean, and declared the penalties of disobedience. There was no 

"value relativism" here! The requirements of holiness are uncompromising. Near misses don't 

count. "The wages of sin is death," and "the soul that sinneth, it shall die."  

God's Predicament  

God hates sin, but He loves sinners. And because He loves sinners and wants to forgive them, 

He provided a substitute to die in the sinner's place. The whole sacrificial system declared to 

Israel that a substitutionary death would be required to die in the sinner's place. All this was a 

prefiguring of a promised Savior who would lay down His life for the sins of the world. What is 

the "Gospel"? It is God's proclamation of a plan of mercy to sinners. The very definition of the 

"Gospel" is built on these very specifications: 

That Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he 

rose again the third day according to the scriptures.  1 Corinthians 15:3,4 

The death of Jesus Christ was not a tragedy; it was an achievement. He didn't just die: He ful-

filled the myriads of precise specifications detailed in the Scriptures that pointed toward this 

most significant event in the universe. 

Relevance of This Book to Us Today  

Leviticus is the definitive revelation of the character of God. And God has not changed. It is the 

revelation of the fundamental conditions of true religion. These spiritual truths still abide: 

there is for sinful man no citizenship in the kingdom of God apart from a High Priest and Medi-

ator with a propitiatory sacrifice for sin. Beyond the self-offering of the worshiper of God stands 

the constant testimony that it is only through the shedding of blood - not his own - that man 

can have remission of sin. We can't appreciate Christ as the solution until we understand the 

requirements which had to be met. 

The Epistle to the Hebrews lays down the principles upon which we are to interpret Leviticus. 

The typical character of the ordinances is affirmed that the Tabernacle was an "example and 

shadow of the heavenly things"; the sacrifices prefigured "better sacrifices than these," even the 

one offering of Him who "put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself'; and, that the holy times and 

sabbatic seasons of the law were "a shadow of things to come."  

Still More to Come  

We have seen the "type" of the day of atonement fulfilled in the entering into heaven of our 

great High Priest, but in the type He came out again to bless the people. Has that been ful-

filled? Has He yet proclaimed absolution of sin to guilty Israel? How about the Feast of Trum-

pets and that of the ingathering at full harvest? How about that consummate type of all, the 

year of Jubilee? Leviticus looks forward to a glorious future yet to come, with the requirements 

of holiness fully met in Him. 

The Book of Leviticus cannot be "read"; it has to be studied. But fasten your seat belts. It's go-

ing to be an exciting and highly privileged excursion! 
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In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us  

and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.   

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

1 John 4:10, 11 


