
Deuteronomy 13:1-4 

This is the month of our celebration of Easter. A joyous time of rejoicing and thanksgiving for 

the people of God because of the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, risen from 

the dead! He is the ever living one. His life is reflected in every part of our lives as His re-

deemed. Accordingly His word, the Scriptures we call the Bible, is alive and is applied to our 

lives as the Holy Spirit exerts His power within us. One of the many “proofs” of our living God 

is how He makes Scripture alive when we read it. Things jump off the page during our time in 

the inerrant Word. Just such an example I want to share with you this month. In Deuterono-

my 13 I read the following: 

“If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, and 

the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us go after 

other gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve them,’ you shall not listen to the 

words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the LORD your God is testing you to find 

out if you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. You shall follow 

the LORD your God and fear Him; and you shall keep His commandments, listen to His voice, 

serve Him, and cling to Him.” 

What really jumped out at me was “for the LORD your God is testing you to find out if you 

love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul”. This prompted me to 

wonder if our Heavenly Father is “testing” us today. Should I be aware that God is “testing” 

us now? Even more to the point should I be living my life with the expectation and assurance 

that He is “testing” me? 

The Apostle Paul adds this to our discussion: 

“According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foun-

dation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. For 

no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if 

any builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay straw, each man’s 

work will become evident for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the 

fire itself will test the quality of each mans work. If any man’s work which he has built on it 

remains, he will receive a reward. If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he 

himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 1 Corinthians 3:10-15. 

The above passage certainly talks about how our works will be tested after we have lived on 

this earth but what about now? Thankfully, Paul is not through with this subject for us. Lis-

ten to the following: 

“Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize 

this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you - unless indeed you fail the test? 2 Corinthi-

ans 13:5. 

God Is Testing Us!  

“They were  
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apostles’ teaching 

and to fellowship, the 
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and to prayer.”  
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Now, Paul is giving us an imperative that we must test our-

selves! The implication of what he is saying is that our faith 

in Jesus Christ causes us to examine ourselves to find the 

fruit of our salvation.  This participation in living our faith is 

inevitable if we are linked with Jesus Christ in a saving 

faith relationship. The connection with the Deuteronomy 

passage is that if we love God we will live according to His 

commands. Remember that the reason for the test is to 

prove your love to God, “for the LORD your God is testing 

you to find out if you love the LORD your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul.” Understand that this is exact-

ly the place of spiritual warfare. It is the devil’s desires that 

you hear the distraction that shouts: “This cannot be what 

the Lord God is doing with His people today. This is 

soooo...... Old Testament and smacks of a works salvation. 

Our answer: “If the passages above mean that works earn 

salvation the question would be true. But look at what it 

says. The test is to find out our love for God not to get the 

love of God. The devil lies, the world hates and the flesh ra-

tionalizes the word of God. So our heavenly Father “tests” us 

and His testing of His children is a great blessing to us in 

many ways. Saving faith in God results in love of God within 

us and it always produces obedience for Him. The Holy 

Spirit’s work in our lives always leads us the same way. As 

Paul says: 

“So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed not as 

in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, 

work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is 

God who is at work in you both to will and to work for His 

good pleasure. 

Do all things without grumbling or disputing; so that you 

will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children 

of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse 

generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world, 

holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I 

will have reason to glory because I did not run in vain nor 

toil in vain. But even if I am being poured out as a drink 

offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice 

and share my joy with you all. You too, I urge you, rejoice in 

the same way and share your joy with me.” Philippians 2:12-

18. 

I would challenge you to look at testing, now, in a different 

light. Testing, an opportunity for those loved by the Savior to 

show love to the Savior. All these things we have in Christ 

Jesus because He is risen, He is risen indeed! 

     Pastor Robert 

Time Is Your Opportunity by Richard Baxter (1615-1691) 

Time being man’s opportunity for all those works for which 

he liveth and which his Creator doth expect from him, and 

on which his endless life dependeth, the redeeming or well 

improving of it must necessarily be of most high importance 

to him. Therefore, it is well made by holy Paul the great 

mark to distinguish the wise from fools. “See then that ye 

walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the 

time” (Eph 5:15-16a). I shall therefore give you special direc-

tions for it, when I have first opened the nature of the duty 

to you and told you what is meant by time and what [is 

meant] by redeeming it. 

Time, in its most common acceptation, is taken generally for 

all that space of this present life, which is our opportunity 

for all the works of life and the measure of them. Time is 

often taken more strictly for some special opportunity that is 

fitted to a special work, which we call the season or the fit-

test time. In both these senses, time must be redeemed. 

As every work hath its season that must be taken, so have 

the greatest works assigned us for God and our souls some 

special seasons besides our common time. 1. Some times God 

hath fitted by nature for His service: the time of youth, 

health, and strength are specially fit for holy work. 2. Some 

time is made specially fit by God’s institution, such as the 

Lord’s Day above all other days. 3. Some time is made fit by 

governors’ appointment, such as the hour of public meeting 

for God’s worship and lecture-days, and the hour for family 

worship, which every head of a family may appoint to his 

own household. 4. Some time is made fit by the temper of 

men’s bodies: the morning hours are best to most, but some 

prefer the evening. And all prefer the time when the body is 

freest from pain and disabling weaknesses. 5. Some time is 

made fit by the course of our necessary, natural, or civil 

business: the day is fitter than the sleeping time of night, 

and that hour is the fittest wherein our other employments 

will least disturb us. 6. Some time is made fit by a special 

shower of mercy, public or private: when we dwell in godly 

families, among the most exemplary, helpful company, un-

der the most lively, excellent means, the most faithful pas-

tors, the most profitable teachers, the best masters or par-

ents, and with faithful friends. 7. Some time is made fit by 

particular acts of providence: a funeral sermon at the death 

of any near us, or the presence of some able minister or pri-

vate Christian whose company we cannot ordinarily have, or 

a special leisure, such as the eunuch had to read the Scrip-

ture in his chariot (Act 8:26-39). And some time is made spe-

cially fit by the special workings of God’s Spirit upon the 

heart, when He more than ordinarily illuminateth, teacheth, 

quickeneth, softeneth, humbleth, comforteth, exciteth, or 

confirmeth. As time in general, so especially these seasons 

must be particularly improved for their several works: we 

must take the wind and tide while we may have it and be 

sure to strike while the iron is hot. 9. Some time is made fit 

by others’ necessities and the call of God: the time to relieve 
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the poor when they ask or when they are most in want; or 

help to our neighbor when it will do him most good; to visit 

the sick, the imprisoned, and the afflicted in the needful sea-

son. Thus are the godly like trees planted by the riverside, 

which bringeth forth fruit in their season (Psa 1:3). So it 

means to speak in season to the ignorant or ungodly for their 

conversion or to be sorrowful for their consolation. 10. Our 

own necessity also maketh our seasons: the time of age and 

sickness is made by necessity the season of our special re-

pentance and preparation for death and judgment. 11. The 

present time is commonly made our season, through the un-

certainty of a fitter time or of any more. “Withhold not good 

from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine 

hand to do it. Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come 

again, and to morrow I will give; when thou hast it by thee” 

(Pro 3:27-28). “Give a portion to seven, and also to eight; for 

thou knowest not what evil shall be upon the earth” (Ecc 

11:2). “Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not 

what a day may bring forth” (Pro 27:1) 

“As we have therefore opportunity, let us 

do good unto all men, especially unto 

them who are of the household of faith” 

(Gal 6:10). These are our special seasons. 

To redeem time supposeth, 1. That we 

know what we have to do with time, on 

what we ought to lay it out, and of how 

great worth the things are for which we 

must redeem it. 2. That we highly value 

time in order to this necessary work. 3. 

That we are sensible of the greatness of 

our sin and loss in our negligent and will-

ful losing so much as we have done al-

ready. 4. That we know the particular 

season of each duty. 5. And that we set less by all that with 

which we must part in redeeming time than we do by time 

itself and its due ends; or else we will not make the bargain. 

And as those five things are presupposed, so these following 

are contained in our redeeming time: 1. To redeem time is to 

see that we cast none of it away in vain but use every minute 

of it as a most precious thing and spend it wholly in the way 

of duty. 2. That we be not only doing good but doing the best 

and greatest good that we are able and have a call to do. 3. 

That we do not only the best things but do them in the best 

manner and in the greatest measure and do as much good as 

we possibly can. 4. That we watch for special opportunities. 

5. That we presently take them when they fall and improve 

them when we take them. 6. That we part with all that need 

to be parted with to save our time. 7. And that we forecast 

the preventing of impediments, the removal of our clogs, and 

the obtaining of all the helps to expedition and success is 

duty. This is the true redeeming of our time. 

The ends and uses that time must be redeemed for are these: 

1. In general, and ultimately, it must all be for God. Though 

not all employed directly upon God—in meditating of Him or 

praying to Him—yet all must be laid out for Him, immedi-

ately or mediately, that is, either in serving Him or in pre-

paring for His service: in mowing or in whetting; in travel-

ling or in baiting to fit us for travel. And so our time of sleep-

ing, feeding, and needful recreation is laid out for God. 2. 

Time must be redeemed especially for works of public bene-

fit: for the church and state, for the souls of many, especially 

by magistrates and ministers, who have special charge and 

opportunity; who must “spend and be spent” for the peoples’ 

sakes, though rewarded with ingratitude and contempt (2Co 

12:14-15). 3. For your own souls and your everlasting life: for 

speedy conversion without delay, if you be yet unconverted; 

for the killing of every soul-endangering sin without delay; 

for the exercise and increase of young and unconfirmed grace 

and the growth of knowledge; for the making sure our calling 

and election (2Pe 1:10); and for storing up provisions of faith, 

hope, love, and comfort against the hour of suffering and of 

death. 4. We must redeem time for the souls of every particu-

lar person to whom we have opportunity to do good, especial-

ly for children, servants, and others whom 

God hath committed to our trust. 5. For 

the welfare of our own bodies, that they 

may be serviceable to our souls. 6. And, 

lastly, for the bodily welfare of others. And 

this is the order in which those works lie, 

for which and in which our time must be 

redeemed. 

The price that time must be redeemed 

with is, above all, 1. Our utmost diligence: 

that we be still doing, put forth all our 

strength, and run as for our lives; and 

whatever our hand shall find to do, that 

we do it with our might, remembering 

that “there is no work, nor device, nor 

knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave” whither we go (Ecc 

9:10). Our sluggish ease is an easy price to be parted with for 

precious time. To redeem it is not to call back time past; nor 

to stop time in its hasty passage; nor to procure a long life on 

earth, but to save it, as it passeth, from being devoured and 

lost by sluggishness and sin. 2. Time must be redeemed from 

the hands and by the loss of sinful pleasures, sports, and 

revelings, and all that is of itself or by accident unlawful: 

from wantonness, licentiousness, and vanity. Both these are 

set together. “And that, knowing the time, that now it is high 

time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer 

than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at 

hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let 

us put on the armour of light. Let us walk honestly, as in the 

day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and 

wantonness, not in strife and envying. But put ye on the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to 

fulfil the lusts thereof” (Rom 13:11-14). 3. Time must be 

redeemed from things indifferent and lawful at another 

time, when things necessary do require it. He that should 

save men’s lives, or quench a fire in his house, or provide for 

his family, or do his master’s work will not be excused if he 

neglect it by saying that he was about an indifferent or a 

 

With my soul have I desired 

thee in the night; yea, with   

my spirit within me will I    

seek thee early.—Isaiah 26:9 



Page 4 Chapel Woods Presbyterian Church, PCA 
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lawful business. Natural rest and sleep must be parted with for time when neces-

sary things require it. Paul preached until midnight, “ready to depart on the mor-

row” (Act 20:7). 

The lamenting church, calling out for prayer, saith, “Arise, cry out in the night: in 

the beginning of the watches pour out thy heart like water before the face of the 

Lord” (Lam 2:19). Cleanthes’ lamp must be used by such, whose sunlight must be 

otherwise employed. 4. Time must be redeemed from worldly business and com-

modity when matters of greater weight and commodity do require it. Trades, 

plough, and profit must stand by when God calls us (by necessity or otherwise) to 

greater things! Martha should not so much as trouble herself in providing meat for 

Christ and His followers to eat when Christ is offering her food for her soul. She 

should with Mary have been hearing at His feet (Luk 10:38-42). Worldlings are 

thus called by Him: “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters… Where-

fore do ye spend your money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that 

which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, 

and let your soul delight itself in fatness” (Isa 55:1-2). 5. Time must be redeemed 

from smaller duties, which in their season must be done, as being no duties when 

they hinder greater duty that should then take place. It is a duty in its time and 

place to show respect to neighbors and superiors, to those about us, and to look to 

our family affairs—but not when we should be at prayer to God or when a minister 

should be preaching or at his necessary studies. Private prayer, meditation, and 

visiting the sick are duties—but not when we should be at church or about any 

greater duty that they hinder. 

Free Grace Broadcaster, Chapel Library 

Love’s Attributes  by Joel R. Beeke 

In the early seventeenth century, Archbishop Ussher of Ireland desired to visit the 

home of a Presbyterian minister to see whether what he had heard about the 

man’s personal godliness was true. Ussher arrived at the pastor’s home disguised 

as a poor beggar. He was welcomed inside, where the wife was catechizing the 

household. She asked the unexpected visitor how many commandments there 

were. When he answered, “Eleven,” she thought him a very ignorant man and 

asked him nothing more, but she fed him and sent him to bed. 

The minister discovered Ussher’s ruse later that night and asked him to preach 

the next morning. So Ussher, now cleaned up and dressed so that the wife did not 

recognize him, entered the pulpit. He preached on what he said might be consid-

ered “the eleventh commandment,” namely, John 13:34: “A new commandment I 

give unto you, that ye love one another” (KJV here and throughout). The minister’s 

wife was astonished that the beggar had turned into a preacher, and that she had 

misjudged him so terribly and not shown him more love. 

What is love? How do you know if you are keeping Christ’s commandment to love 

your Christian brothers and sisters? How does a loving person treat others? Popu-

lar media often present love as feelings of attraction and pleasure, but such feel-

ings rise and fall like mercury in a thermometer. We need love that is less like a 

thermometer and more like a thermostat — controlling our reactions rather than 

being controlled by them. 

Others speak of love as non-judgmental, unconditional acceptance, derived from 

the psychological concept of unconditional positive regard. But this overly-

simplistic approach is confusing and leaves us powerless in the face of malice and 

evil. How do you unconditionally and non-judgmentally accept a terrorist or a seri-

al killer? 

Many Christians today believe that the key Greek words for love in the New Tes-

5th Alaina Magdziarz 

9th Amber Gast 
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tament, agapē and the related verb agapaō, denote not a 

feeling but an act of the will to do good to others at our own 

expense. But this idea cannot be based on the different 

words for love in the Greek, since the agapē word-group can 

mean all sorts of things in different contexts. Furthermore, 

an emotionless concept of love leaves us uncertain what to 

do with our feelings. It also fails to grapple with the deep, 

often hidden motivations that drive our choices. 

So where can we find a true description of love? The Apostle 

Paul has given us an excellent description of it in 1 Corin-

thians 13:4–7. Paul extols love (KJV: “charity,” from the 

Latin caritas) as “a more excellent way” (12:31) — superior 

to the spiritual gifts (chap.12) and absolutely necessary for 

a life of any value when weighed in the scales of God (13:1–

3). Verses 4–7 display the beauty of love’s attributes and 

activities. They are not so much a definition of love’s es-

sence as a description of love’s fruits; they show us how love 

motivates certain actions or behaviors and militates against 

others. 

The description begins with patience and 

ends with endurance (vv. 4, 7). Love shows 

its true colors in how it responds to trials, 

suffering, and evil. The greatest display of 

love is Christ’s crucifixion. Paul wrote in 

Romans 5:8: “But God commendeth his 

love toward us, in that, while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us.” The Paul who 

said that he knew nothing but “Christ, and 

him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2) clearly thought 

much about Christ’s love. John highlights 

the love that lay at the root of Christ’s 

willingness to die for us when he says, 

“Greater love hath no man than this, that 

a man lay down his life for his friends” 

(John 15:13). 

Love shows its excellence in various ways. Jonathan Ed-

wards wrote, “Love is an active principle” (Works 8:301). 

Positively, love exercises patience and shows kindness (1 

Cor. 13:4). Love just keeps doing good. To serve the needs of 

others and glorify God, a loving person will persevere even 

in the face of unpleasantness or difficulties. Love wills to 

pay back pain with kindness, returning good for evil. Chris-

tian love reflects the image of God, the One who is “merciful 

and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and 

truth” (Ex. 34:6). 

Negatively, love does not envy (1 Cor. 13:4). Love restrains 

selfish jealousy because it has learned to say no to self and 

delights to see others prosper. It does not boast and is not 

puffed up (v. 4). These qualities show that love is a humble 

virtue. Love inspires a preoccupation with God and other 

people, and it undercuts a preoccupation with ourselves. 

Jonathan Edwards wrote that “everyone who loves God 

loves him as God. . . . If we love God as infinitely superior to 

us, then love is exercised in us as infinite inferiors and 

therefore is an humble love” (Works 8:245). 

Love does not behave indecently (1 Cor. 13:5). The Greek 

verb translated “to behave indecently” means to act in defi-

ance of standards, resulting in disgrace. Love inspires a per-

son to do what is honorable before God and men (Rom. 

12:17b; 2 Cor. 8:21). This statement disqualifies any antino-

mian view of love; love extends to God’s law (Ps. 119:97) and 

strives to fulfill it (Rom. 13:8–10). 

Love does not seek personal advancement (1 Cor. 13:5), but it 

impels us to seek God’s glory and our neighbor’s good. Love 

turns us into servants (Phil. 2). It is not irritable and does 

not reckon the wrong (v. 5). To be irritable is to be easily pro-

voked to anger (Acts 17:16), but love controls anger. To for-

give is not to keep accounts of wrongs — love delights not to 

count people’s sins against them (Rom. 4; 2 Cor. 5:19). 

Love does not rejoice in injustice, but it rejoices in the truth 

(1 Cor. 13:6). Love is jubilant whenever it encounters right-

eousness and faithfulness. Yet love grieves over news that 

someone has fallen into sin and paid a heavy price for it; 

thus, love does not regard such news as a 

tasty morsel for gossip. Such love does good, 

even to enemies. 

Verse 6 rebukes the idol of relativistic toler-

ance that often passes for love in our cul-

ture; sincere love includes hatred for evil 

(Rom. 12:9). The greatest display of God’s 

love was also the greatest demonstration of 

His righteousness, as His Son satisfied 

God’s justice by bearing the penalty for our 

sins (3:25–26). So 1 Corinthians 13:6 cor-

rects the popular Christian notion that love 

has nothing to do with feelings. Love has 

strong feelings against sin and for right-

eousness. 

In the last four actions or habits attributed to love (v. 7), the 

repeated “all” should not be read as an absolute or unquali-

fied universal. These verses must be read in the context of 

the New Testament. When Paul uses the word all, he means, 

respectively, that love bears all burdens that we must bear as 

crosses, believes all things that we ought to believe as Chris-

tians, hopes for all things that we are to look for according to 

God’s promise, and endures all the trials we must undergo 

for Christ’s sake. Thus, love inspires these four actions in a 

consistent fashion. 

Love possesses the strength to persevere in the midst of diffi-

culty; in every circumstance, love goes on believing and hop-

ing. The triad of faith, hope, and love appears many times in 

Scripture. As Christians love God, their hearts rejoice in His 

faithful love for them, which confirms their faith and keeps 

their hopes alive. Edwards said that love is “the life and soul 

of a practical faith,” that which gives faith its vitality and 

productivity (Works 8:139, 330–31). Love is “the most essen-

tial ingredient in faith and hope” (8:327). 

Here we find Paul’s description of love’s persistent activity in 

a sinful and suffering world. Love is a verb. Yet love must be 

 

… love is God-originated, God

-focused, and God-driven.         

“God is love” (1 John 4:8b).  
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If you are interested, this website has a monthly prayer calendar you can down-

load.  The calendar includes: A focused topic about the persecuted Church each 

day, links to recent news stories, etc. There is also a printable option. 

Nigeria– The displaced and traumatized Christian community in Jebbu-Miango 

was again attacked by Fulani militants on Tuesday evening (3/30/22).  “The mili-

tants came at night, we ran, we saw the Fulani militants burning our houses that 

we just rebuilt.” For the past eight days, Fulani militants have continued to at-

tack the community and destroy their farm crops. Local security forces are not 

protecting their community and the government is not coming to help them. This 

faction [of Fulani] has even surpassed Boko Haram in violence against Christian 

villagers in Nigeria.  

Myanmar – The Christian-majority Chin state in Myanmar continues to see its 

churches being targeted and attacked by the Tatmadaw (Burmese Army), a year 

after the junta attempted to depose the democratically elected civilian govern-

ment. In another region, during recent raids in Sagaing Region’s Taze Township, 

the Tatmadaw (Burmese Army) torched a monastery and a Catholic church as 

they swept through two villages. Three villagers were murdered during the at-

tacks.  

Philippines – Filipino military forces killed a top-ranking Abu Sayyaf Group 

leader during a gunfight on March 25.  Abu Sayyaff is a Filipino Islamist sepa-

ratist and jihadist militant group, officially recognized by the Islamic State as the 

Islamic State East Asian Province. It has been operating in and around Jolo and 

Basilan islands in the southwestern part of the Philippines for several decades. 

“This will weaken the group and force the remaining members to give up their 

fight and save themselves,” Command Chief Lt Gen. Rosario told reporters. 

Finland – All she did was post a tweet questioning the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of Finland’s decision to become an official sponsor of the 2019 Helsinki 

Pride Day. The thought never crossed Rasanen’s mind that she would be facing a 

criminal trial for her tweet a few years later. Rasanen is a member of the Finnish 

Parliament, the former Interior Minister of Finland, and a vocal proponent of 

biblical teachings and values. Rasanen argues that she is simply standing strong 

on her convictions and on her rights under the Finnish Constitution to speak 

freely in accordance with her religious beliefs. She is currently undergoing a 

criminal trial… Rasanen has maintained a calm mind and a confident spirit 

about being securely in the will of God. She believes that this episode will serve 

God’s purposes and give an opportunity for the gospel to be heard... 

Prayer Needs — www.persecution.org 

That saints on earth have real 

communion with God and that 

this communion is the joy of 

their hearts, the life of their life, 

and their relief under all pres-

sures and troubles in this life is a 

truth so firmly sealed upon their 

hearts by experience, as well as 

clearly revealed in the Word, 

that there can remain no doubt 

about it among those that have 

any saving acquaintance with 

the life and power of religion. 

 

John Flavel 

more than outward actions; its essence resides in the heart’s motives. What 

drives it? It cannot be selfish ambition, for love is not arrogant and does not seek 

its own things. Neither can love be powered by an immediate pleasure in the one 

beloved; otherwise, love would not be patient and kind with fallen people. 

What, then, drives love? The text gives us two clues. Its joy is in truth, that is, 

the righteousness and faithfulness of God. Thus, love rejoices in God’s love as 

revealed in Christ. “We love him, because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19). Its per-

severance is intertwined with faith and hope, that is, in looking to Christ and 

trusting in God’s Word. Edwards said that love arises from a “sight or sense of 

God’s excellency” (Works 8:333). Therefore, we conclude that love is God-

originated, God-focused, and God-driven. “God is love” (1 John 4:8b). We are nev-

er deeper in communion with God than when we walk in authentic love. How 

beautiful, then, are the attributes and activities of love. 

TableTalk Magazine 
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thanks for them and makes mention of them in his prayers. 

The specific petitions he makes for them are expressed in 

language similar to that used in the Colossian prayer, but 

he adds his desire that they may know “what is the exceed-

ing greatness of his power to us-ward who believe” (Eph 

1:19). But what is so impressive is his description of that 

power in terms of its historical manifestation in the resur-

rection of Christ from the dead and His exaltation to the 

right hand of God. He prays that “ye may know... what is 

the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who be-

lieve, according to the working of his mighty power, Which 

he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, 

and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 

Far above all principality, and power, and might, and do-

minion, and every name that is named, not only in this 

world, but also in that which is to come: And hath put all 

things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all 

things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of him 

that filleth all in all” (Eph 1:19-23). To paraphrase, “May 

you experience the same power that was demonstrated in 

the resurrection of Christ and in His exaltation to heaven, 

for indeed, Christ was exalted just so that He might be 

head over all things for the eternal welfare of His Church.” 

What confidence is implicit in this prayer! Christ raised 

from the dead by the power of God! Christ set at God’s own 

right hand in the heavenly places! Christ exalted far above 

all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and 

every name that is named! Christ having all things put un-

der His feet! And Christ given to be head over all things to 

the Church, which is His body, the mystical complement of 

His person. Since Christ has thus been triumphant over all 

other power in order to bring about the good of His Church, 

which is His body, surely Paul is warranted in praying that 

all the members of the body may experience the power of 

God that was the instrument in the exaltation of the head. 

The head and the body are inseparable. There is a mystical, 

vital union that has been effected by the power of God and 

experienced in the members of the body by faith. As surely 

as God’s power exalted the head, so surely will the body and 

all the members thereof experience God’s power. 

Free Grace Broadcaster, Chapel Library 

It is precisely because of the redemptive work of Christ that 

Paul can pray for the church. This is very clear in the first 

chapter of his Epistle to the Colossians: “We give thanks to 

God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying al-

ways for you, Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, 

and of the love which ye have to all the saints, For the hope 

which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before 

in the word of the truth of the gospel” (Col 1:3-5). 

It is because they have come to faith in Christ and have 

manifested that faith in love to all the saints that Paul 

gives thanks to God and prays for the Colossian Christians. 

The report of their faith in Christ prompts him to prayer on 

their behalf, and he is thankful for the hope laid up for 

them in heaven, which hope is theirs because they have 

heard it in the word of the truth of the gospel. There is no 

other basis upon which he may pray or give thanks for 

them. The actual prayer of Paul for them demonstrates that 

the confidence with which he prays is based upon the re-

demption accomplished through the work of Christ. After 

praying that they might have wisdom, moral uprightness, 

increase in the knowledge of God, and strengthened pa-

tience, longsuffering, and joyfulness, Paul concludes by 

“Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet 

to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: Who 

hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath 

translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we 

have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of 

sins” (Col 1:12-14). From this passage, then, there can be no 

doubt that all of Paul’s thanksgiving for them could be 

summed up in the fact that they have come to the experi-

ence of faith in Christ Jesus, which brought them the for-

giveness of sins and a heavenly inheritance. For this reason 

also he was warranted in supplicating God that all the 

Christian graces would adorn their lives; and furthermore 

he has been constrained to pray for them ever since the day 

he heard of their faith. 

In his Epistle to the Ephesians, the warrant for and the 

duty of intercession for the church by the apostle Paul are 

implied even more fully. Here again, noting that he has 

heard of their faith in the Lord Jesus and their love to all 

the saints, he assures them that he unceasingly gives 

God’s Power for God’s People by Eugene Bradford (1915-2010)  

Here is prayer under three aspects. It is the appeal 

of creaturely dependence; it is the wail of a      

sinner’s guilt; it is the articulate worship of  

an intelligent soul.—  B. M. Palmer. 



Page 8 Chapel Woods Presbyterian Church, PCA 

“To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden 

manna” (Rev 2:17). This is one of the seven promises in Rev-

elation 2 and 3 made to the overcomers, which is one of the 

many designations accorded the children of God in the Word 

of Truth, though probably one of those which most of these 

are least familiar with. The first time the word occurs in the 

N.T., it is used of the Lord Jesus (Luk 11:22), where He is 

portrayed as the One stronger than Satan, overcoming him 

and dividing his spoils―a representation of what He does for 

His elect at their conversion, when He delivered them from 

the power of Satan. The next time this word is found in the 

N.T. it is again in connection with Christ: “Be of good cheer; 

I have overcome the world” (Joh 16:33)―we are to take cour-

age and consolation from that fact, for since He overcame 

the world for His people, and since they are both legally and 

vitally one with Him, God has ordained they shall partici-

pate in His victory. The word occurs again in connection 

with Christ as “the Lion of the tribe of Judah,” where we are 

told He “hath prevailed [overcome] to open the book” (Rev 

5:5)―perhaps the title-deeds to that Inheritance. 

“To him that overcometh”―the enemies 

of his salvation. The Christian is a war-

rior, engaged in a life and death fight, 

and though he receives many wounds in 

the conflict and is often thrown down by 

his adversaries, yet he gets up again, 

renews the struggle, and in the end, 

comes out victorious. “Him that over-

cometh” is in contrast from those who 

are overcome―like the unbelieving Isra-

elites who were overthrown in the wil-

derness, like the many of John 6:66 who 

were offended at Christ’s doctrine and 

who “went back and walked no more 

with Him,” like Demas who made a promising start and ac-

companied Paul for a while, but of whom he had to say, he 

“hath forsaken me, having loved this present world” (2Ti 

4:10). It is not enough to engage in warfare against sin and 

Satan, the flesh and the world; we must persevere therein 

unto the end. The overcomer is the one who cleaves to Christ 

and adheres to the Truth, who refuses to be deterred by the 

difficulties of the way, the assaults of his enemies, the al-

lurements of false teachers. 

Four things are necessary in order for anyone to be an over-

comer. First, he must be supernaturally regenerated, for the 

task involved is much too arduous for mere nature to suc-

ceed in: “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the 

world” (1Jo 5:4). It is the new nature, energised by the Holy 

Spirit, which qualifies for victory. Second, he must be en-

dowed with a supernatural principle, otherwise his native 

unbelief would make defeat inevitable and certain: “This is 

the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith” (1Jo 

5:4)―God’s gift, but our use of it. It is by the exercise of this 

The Hidden Manna by Arthur W. Pink 

grace that we obtain strength for the conflict and incentives 

to persevere. Third, he must have recourse to that which will 

heal his wounds and prevail before God as his plea: “And 

they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb” (Rev 12:11). 

That blood gives the believer the right to claim enablement 

for his repelling of every attack of Satan’s. Fourth, he must 

“hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm 

unto the end” (Heb 3:6). 

For the encouragement of the Christian engaged in this 

fierce conflict the Lord has graciously made known the re-

ward awaiting him, and the more his faith lays hold of the 

same and his hope anticipatively enjoys it, the more incen-

tive will he have to continue fighting, or (changing the fig-

ure) to “run with patience the race that is set before us” (Heb 

12:1). It was thus our great Exemplar nerved Himself: “Who 

for the joy that was set before him endured the cross” (Heb 

12:2). In our judgment, these promises to the overcomer sup-

ply an intimation of wherein the blessedness of the heavenly 

state consists, such as is to be found nowhere else in the 

Scriptures. As they draw nearer the end 

of their pilgrimage the Lord’s people 

should project their thoughts more and 

more unto what awaits them on High. 

The worn-out worldling seeks satisfac-

tion in living over again in his mind 

those “pleasures of sin” (Heb 11:25) 

which engaged him in the past, but the 

veteran saint will rather contemplate 

those “pleasures for evermore” which are 

at God’s right hand (Psa 16:11). A part 

of what those “pleasures” consist of is 

intimated in Revelation 2:17. 

“To him that overcometh will I give to 

eat of the hidden manna” (Rev 2:17). Here is a part of the 

spiritual entertainment which Christ has provided for His 

friends in glory. It seems to denote three things. First, as the 

manna was the food which God supplied from Heaven for 

His people of old, nourishing and sustaining them through-

out their wilderness journey, it must be regarded as a figure 

of the written word which is the Christian’s spiritual staff of 

life. And since the Word of God “liveth and abideth for ever” 

(1Pe 1:23), does not the “hidden manna” (Rev 2:17) point to 

the inexhaustible riches of Divine wisdom, which are stored 

up in it, and of which we have at present, but a fragmentary 

knowledge. We cannot think that any of that treasure will be 

lost to us―rather, do we conclude it will be made known and 

afford part of our delectation on High. Now we know the 

marvels of Divine inspiration and revelation “in part,” but 

then shall we know them in full. 2 Corinthians 12:7 shows 

that Heaven is the place of “the abundance of the revela-

tions.” As the risen Christ expounded the Scriptures to His 

disciples and opened their understandings to understand 

them (Luk 24:27, 45), will not the glorified Saviour do the 

 

“Come and hear, all ye that fear 

God, and I will declare what he 

hath done for my soul”  

(Psa 66:16) 
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same for us (Heb 13:8)! 

Second, the “manna” which God gave to Israel in the wilder-

ness was also a manifest type of the incarnate Son, the 

“bread of life”―which is given to us, because broken for us 

(Joh 6:35, 48). Therefore, the “hidden manna” (Rev 2:17) re-

fers, we conclude, to “In whom are hid all the treasures of 

wisdom and knowledge” (Co1 2:3) in Him, of which I now 

have but the faintest conception, and to the “many things 

which Jesus did” that have not been recorded on any earthly 

scroll (Joh 21:25), and also to much that was precious about 

Him―which was never cognised even by His apostles. Noth-

ing of this can be lost―all of it, we believe, will be feasted 

upon at the marriage supper of the Lamb, when He shall say 

“eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved” 

(Son 5:1). “To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the 

hidden manna” (Rev 2:17). We shall hear from Christ’s own 

lips the secrets of His life as He sojourned for thirty-three 

years in this world of sin, making known to us more fully the 

depths of humiliation into which He descended for us and 

the perfections He exercised―hidden from the eyes of 

men―as He endured the contradiction of sinners against 

Himself. 

Third, the historical reference (Exo 16:33, 34 and compare 

Heb 9:4) shows that the literal “hidden manna” consisted of 

a “pot” of manna which was laid “up before the LORD” to be 

“kept for your generations.” It was designed as a testimony 

and memorial of God’s grace unto His people. In its anti-

typical fulfilment, this points, we believe, to the unfolding of 

His secret providences― which the Lord will make to us in 

Heaven, when we shall be able to understand (with amaze-

ment, awe, and adoration) what now we only believe ― 

namely, that all His dealings with us were ordered by perfect 

love and unerring wisdom; and also to the blessed workings 

of His grace in and through us. “Then they that feared the 

LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, 

and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before 

him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon 

his name” (Mal 3:16), and the next verse seems to more than 

hint that the contents of that book will be made known and 

enjoyed “in that day” when the Lord of hosts makes up His 

jewels. 

We conceive that each one of the redeemed will be given the 

holy privilege of making his or her personal contribution to 

this unfolding of God’s wondrous ways with us in providence 

and in grace―there will be no Divine restriction, “let your 

women keep silence in heaven,” for all the consequences of 

the Fall will be obliterated and the sisters as well as the 

brethren will then be “as the angels of God in heaven” (Mat 

22:30). This writer believes that each one of the blood-bought 

company will say, in turn, “Come and hear, all ye that fear 

God, and I will declare what he hath done for my soul” (Psa 

66:16)―not only in regeneration, but in all that followed. O 

what a testimony each of them will then bear to God’s amaz-

ing grace and patience! What a witness each will give to 

God’s unfailing faithfulness and goodness in supplying every 

need as he crossed the Wilderness of Sin! How blessed it will 

be to hear one and another relate God’s wondrous answers to 

prayer―then there will be none of the scepticism which we 

fear there would be now were we to relate some of the mira-

cles God has wrought in response to our feeble petitions. Eve-

rything which redounds to the glory of God will then be made 

known to the whole of His family.  

Studies In Scripture November 1944 www.Chapellibrary.com 



Page 10 Chapel Woods Presbyterian Church, PCA 

The Christian’s Warfare by Robert Murray McCheyne (1813-1843) 

A believer is to be known not only by his peace and joy, but by his warfare in dis-

tress. His peace is peculiar—it flows from Christ; it is heavenly; it is holy peace. 

His warfare is as peculiar: it is deep-seated, agonizing, and ceases not till death. I 

have chosen the subject of the Christian’s warfare, that you may know thereby 

whether you are a soldier of Christ—whether you are really fighting the good fight 

of faith. 

The Believer Delights in the Law of God  -  “I delight in the law of God after the 

inward man.” 

1. Before a man comes to Christ, he hates the law of God; his whole soul rises up 

against it—“The carnal mind is enmity against God, and is not subject to the law 

of God” (Rom 8:7).First, Unconverted men hate the law of God on account of its 

purity—“Thy word is very pure, therefore thy servant loveth it.” For the same rea-

son worldly men hate it. The law is the breathing of God’s pure and holy mind. It 

is infinitely opposed to all impurity and sin. Every line of the law is against sin. 

But natural men love sin, and therefore they hate the law, because it opposes 

them in all they love. As bats hate the light, and fly against it, so unconverted 

men hate the pure light of God’s law, and fly against it. 

Second, They hate it for its breadth—“Thy commandment is exceeding broad” (Psa 

119:96). It extends to all their outward actions, seen and unseen; it extends to 

every idle word that men shall speak; it extends to the looks of their eye; it dives 

into the deepest caves of their hearts; it condemns the most secret springs of sin 

and lust that nestle there. Unconverted men quarrel with the law of God because 

of its strictness. If it extended only to my outward actions, then I could bear with 

it; but it condemns my most secret thoughts and desires, which I cannot prevent. 

Therefore ungodly men rise against the law. 

Third, they hate it for its unchangeableness. Heaven and earth shall pass away, 

but one jot or one tittle of the law shall in no wise pass away. If the law would 

change, or let down its requirements, or die, then ungodly men would be well 

pleased. But it is as unchangeable as God: it is written on the heart of God, with 

whom is no variableness nor shadow of turning. It cannot change unless God 

change; it cannot die unless God die. Even in an eternal hell its demands and 

curses will be the same. It is an unchangeable law, for He is an unchangeable 

God. Therefore ungodly men have an unchangeable hatred to that holy law. 

2. When a man comes to Christ, this is all changed. He can say, “I delight in the 

law of God after the inward man.” He can say with David, “O how love I thy law: it 

is my meditation all the day.” He can say with the Lord Jesus in the 40th Psalm, 

“I delight to do thy will, O God, yea, thy law is within my heart.” There are two 

reasons for this: 

First, the law is no longer an enemy. If any of you who are trembling under a 

sense of your infinite sins, and the curses of the law which you have broken, flee to 

Christ, you will find rest. You will find that He has fully cancelled the demands of 

the law as a Surety for sinners, that He has fully borne all its curses. You will be 

able to say, “Christ hath redeemed me from the curse of the law, being made a 

curse for me, as it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree” (Gal 

3:13). You have no more to fear, then, from that awfully holy law; you are not un-

der the law, but under grace. You have no more to fear from the law, than you will 

have after the Judgment Day. When that awful scene is past—when the dead, 

small and great, have stood before the Great White Throne—when the sentence of 

eternal woe has fallen upon all the unconverted, and they have sunk into the lake 

whose fires can never be quenched; would not that redeemed soul say, I have 

“For I delight in the law of God 

after the inward man; but I see 

another  law in my members 

warring against the law of my 

mind, and bringing me into 

captivity to the  law of sin 

which is in my members. O 

wretched man that I am! Who 

shall deliver me from the  body 

of this death? I thank God 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

So then with the  mind I myself 

serve the law of God, but with 

the flesh the law of sin.”  

  

Romans 7:22-25 
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now bid an eternal farewell to sin: now I shall never sin any 

more. He feels already at the gate of heaven. But a little 

breath of temptation soon discovers his heart, and he cries 

out, “I see another law.” 

1. Observe what he calls it—“another law,” quite a different 

law from the law of God—a law clean contrary to it. In v. 25 

he calls it a “law of sin”—a law that commands him to com-

mit sin, that urges him on by rewards and threatenings. In 

Romans 8:2 it is called “the law of sin and death”—a law 

which not only leads to sin, but leads to death, eternal death: 

“the wages of sin is death.” It is the same law which in Gala-

tians is called the flesh: “the flesh lusteth against the spirit” 

(5:17). It is the same which in Ephesians 4:22 is called “the 

old man,” which is wrought according to the deceitful lusts. 

The same law which in Colossians 3 is called “your mem-

bers” which is wrought according to the deceitful lusts: 

“mortify therefore, your members which are upon the earth” 

(v. 5). The same is called in Romans 7:24 “the body of this 

death.” The truth then is, that in the heart of the believer-

there remains the whole members and body of an old man, or 

old nature—there remains the fountain 

of every sin that has ever polluted the 

world. 

2. Observe again what this law is do-

ing—warring. This law in the members 

is not resting quiet, but is always 

fighting. There can never be peace in 

the bosom of a believer. There is peace 

with God, but constant war with sin. 

This law in the members has got an 

army of lusts under him, and he wages 

constant war against the law of God. 

Sometimes, indeed, an army is lying in 

ambush, and they lie quiet till a favora-

ble moment comes. So in the heart the 

lusts often lie quiet till the hour of temptation, and then they 

war against the soul. The heart is like a volcano, sometimes 

it slumbers and sends up nothing but a little smoke, but the 

fire is slumbering all the while below, and will soon break 

out again. There are two great combatants in the believer’s 

soul. There is Satan on the one side, with the flesh and all its 

lusts at his command; then on the other side there is the 

Holy Spirit, with all the new creature at His command. And 

so “the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against 

the flesh; and these two are contrary the one to the other, so 

that ye cannot do the things that ye would” (Gal 5:17). 

Is Satan ever successful? In the deep wisdom of God the law 

in the members does sometimes bring the soul into captivity. 

Noah was a “perfect man” and walked with God, and yet he 

was led captive: “he drank of the wine, and was drunken” 

(Gen 6:9; 9:21). Abraham was “the Friend of God,” and yet he 

told a lie, saying of Sarah his wife, “She is my sister” (Jam 

2:23; Gen 12:19, 20:2). Job was a perfect man, one that 

feared God and hated evil, and yet he was provoked to curse 

nothing to fear from that holy law; I have seen its vials 

poured out, but not a drop has fallen on me? So may you say 

now, O believer in Jesus! When you look upon the soul of 

Christ, scarred with God’s thunderbolts, when you look upon 

His body, pierced for sin, you can say—He was made a curse 

for me; why should I fear that holy law? 

Second, the Spirit of God writes the law on the heart. This is 

the promise: “After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my 

law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and 

will be their God, and they shall be my people” (Jer 31:33). 

Coming to Christ takes away your fear of the law, but it is 

the Holy Spirit coming into your heart that makes you love 

the law. The Holy Spirit is no more frightened away from 

that heart; He comes and softens it; He takes out the stony 

heart and puts in a heart of flesh; and there He writes the 

holy law of God. Then the law of God is sweet to that soul: he 

has an inward delight in it. “The law is holy, and the com-

mandment holy, and just, and good.” Now he unfeignedly 

desires every thought, word, and action, to be according to 

that law. “Oh, that my ways were directed to keep thy stat-

utes: great peace have they that love thy 

law, and nothing shall offend them.” The 

119th Psalm becomes the breathing of 

that new heart. Now also he would fain 

see all the world submitting to that pure 

and holy law. “Rivers of water run down 

mine eyes because they keep not thy 

law.” Oh that all the world but knew 

that holiness and happiness are one. Try 

yourselves by this. Can you say, “I 

delight in the law of God after the in-

ward man”? Do you love it now? Do you 

long for the time when you shall live 

fully under it—holy as God is holy, pure 

as Christ is pure? 

Oh come, sinners, give up your hearts to Christ, that He may 

write on it His holy law! You have long enough had the dev-

il’s law graven on your hearts; come you to the Lord Jesus, 

and He will both shelter you from the curses of the law, and 

He will give you the Spirit to write all that law in your heart; 

He will make you love it with your inmost soul. Plead the 

promise with Him. Surely you have tried the pleasures of sin 

long enough. Come now, and try the pleasures of holiness out 

of a new heart. If you die with your heart as it is, it will be 

stamped a wicked heart to all eternity: “He that is unjust, let 

him be unjust still; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy 

still” (Rev 22:11). Oh come and get the new heart before you 

die; for except you be born again you cannot see the kingdom 

of God. 

A True Believer Feels an Opposing Law in His Members  -   

“I see another law in my members warring against the law of 

my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin 

which is in my members.” 

When a sinner comes first to Christ, he often thinks he will 

 

Truly, we are more than 

conquerors through Him that 

loved us; for we can give thanks 

before the fight is done.  
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the day wherein he was born (Job 3:3). And so with Moses, and David, and Solomon, and Hezekiah, and Peter, and the apos-

tles. 

Have you experienced this warfare? It is a clear mark of God’s children. Most of you, I fear, have never felt it. Do not mistake 

me. All of you have felt a warfare at times between your natural conscience and the law of God. But that is not the contest in 

the believer’s bosom. It is a warfare between the Spirit of God in the heart, and the old man with his deeds. 

If any of you are groaning under this warfare, learn to be humbled by it, but not discouraged. First, be humbled under it. It is 

intended to make you lie in the dust, and feel that you are but a worm. Oh! what a vile wretch you must be, that even after you 

are forgiven, and have received the Holy Spirit, your heart should still be a fountain of every wickedness! How vile, that in your 

most solemn approaches to God, in awfully affecting situations, you should still have in your bosom all the members of your old 

nature. Let this make you lie low. Second, let this teach you your need of Christ. You need His precious blood as much now as 

you did at the first. You can never stand before God in yourself. You must go again and again to Him to be washed. Even on 

your dying bed you must hide under Jehovah, our righteousness. You must also lean upon Christ. He alone can overcome in 

you. Cleave closer and closer to Him every day. 

The Believer during This Warfare 

He feels wretched. “O wretched man that I am” (v. 24). There is nobody in this world so happy as a be-liever. He has come to 

Christ, and found rest. He has the pardon of all his sins in Christ. He has as near approach to God as a child. He has the Holy 

Spirit dwelling in him. He has the hope of glory. In the most awful times he can be calm, for he feels that God is with him. Still 

there are times when he cries, O wretched man! When he feels the plague of his own heart—when he feels the thorn in the 

flesh—when his wicked heart is discovered in all its fearful malignity—ah, then he lies down, crying, “O wretched man that I 

am!” One reason of this wretch-edness is that sin discovered in the heart takes away the sense 

of forgiveness. Guilt comes upon the conscience, and a dark cloud covers the soul. “How can I 

ever go back to Christ?” he cries. “Alas! I have sinned away my Sav-ior.” 

Another reason is the loathsomeness of sin. It is felt like a viper in the heart. A natural man is 

often miserable from his sin, but he never feels its loathsomeness; but to the new creature it is 

vile indeed. Ah! Brethren, do you know anything of a believer’s wretchedness? If you do not, you 

will never know his joy. If you know not a be-liever’s tears and groans, you will never know his 

song of victory. 

He seeks deliverance. “Who shall deliver me?” In ancient times, some of the tyrants used to 

chain their prisoners to a dead body; so that, wherever the prisoner wandered, he had to drag a 

putrid carcass after him. It is believed that Paul here alludes to this inhuman practice. His old 

man he felt to be a noisome putrid carcass, which he was continually dragging about with him. 

His piercing desire is to be freed from it. Who shall deliver us? You remember once, when God 

allowed a thorn in the flesh to torment His servant, a messenger of Satan to buffet him, Paul 

was driven to his knees. “I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me” (2Co 12:7-8). 

Oh this is the true mark of God’s children! They of the world have an old nature; they are all 

old men together. But it does not drive them to their knees. How is it with you, dear souls? Does 

corruption felt within drive you to the throne of grace? Does it make you call on the name of the 

Lord? Does it make you say, like the importunate widow, “Avenge me of mine adversary” (Luk 

18:3)? Does it make you, like the Canaanitish woman, cry after the Lord Jesus? Ah, remember, 

if lust can work in your heart, and you lie down contented with it, you are none of Christ’s! 

3. He gives thanks for victory. Truly, we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us; 

for we can give thanks before the fight is done. Yes, even in the thickest of the battle we can 

look up to Christ, and cry— Thanks to God! The moment a soul groaning under corruption rests 

the eye on the Lord Jesus, that moment his groans are changed into songs of praise. In Christ 

you discover a fountain to wash away the guilt of all your sins. In Christ you discover grace 

sufficient for you—grace to hold you up to the end—and a sure promise that sin shall soon be 

rooted out altogether. “Fear not, I have redeemed thee. I have called thee by my name; thou are 

mine.” Ah, this turns our groans into songs of praise. How often a Psalm begins with groans, 

and ends with praises! This is the daily experience of all the Lord’s people. Is it yours? Try 

yourselves by this. If you know not the believer’s song of praise, you will never cast your crowns 

with them at the feet of the Lamb. Dear believers, be content to glory in your infirmities that 

the power of Christ may rest upon you.  
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