
When Christmas Season comes around we should be reminded of the glorious scene in the 

dead of night before a group of shepherds watching their flock. Wonder if we knew this time 

was our last Christmas as we know it. Would we treat it any differently? Would it mean any 

more to us this time? Hear again Luke 2:13-14 which states: “And suddenly there appeared 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the 

highest, And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.’” (NASB) 

These words from the Bible are short but full of eternal importance for us “men”. So eternal 

and so important to us that it bears the  particular necessity of understanding our relation-

ship to the Lord God Himself. But, is this glorious event now another victim of “Cancel Cul-

ture” instead of “Good News”? All men on the earth are told through this proclamation: “Glory 

to God in the highest, And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.” Making it 

possible to have peace with God through His gift of Jesus Christ to His people is the message 

of Christmas! With so much ill will towards our fellow men around us today, so many coun-

tries in turmoil.  Constant reports of growing unrest and disasters. Remembering this glorious 

truth declared in praise to our Lord God is the essential foundation for our Christmas joy! A 

joy that is everlasting and present for us now especially during this Christmas Season. “Peace 

among men with whom He is pleased.” Peace among men because God made it possible for 

rebellious, depraved man to appease Him by confessing our offenses against Him, turning 

from them and receiving the offer of the Lord Jesus in suffering and dying in our behalf. Glori-

ous! Joyous! The Lord Christ was given to suffer and die for our sins instead of us having to 

pay for them.  Make peace with God through Christ Jesus and receive peace from Him and life 

eternal with Him!  

I encourage you especially this time of year, especially this year, to focus your attention on the 

above event that can ensure your joyful relationship with the Heavenly Father. This could 

very well be the last time we will have the freedom and resources to enjoy Christmas as we 

know it. Christmas is the season to make peace with Him and renew our fellowship with Him. 

Receive the work of Christ and call on His name for the forgiveness of your sins and He will be 

pleased and you will be at peace with Him! 

This gift is the “Good News.” Make sure all those we are around are given the opportunity to 

receive it and turn from the propaganda of  “Cancel Culture” that strives to keep all away 

from the “Good News” and the joy of Jesus Christ!  

Like never before may we pursue good will, not ill will, towards our fellow man because of the 

peace God made possible. Christ Jesus is the best Christmas present ever! There is no other 

peace or hope available to man except through this great act of Almighty God. Don’t be intimi-

dated by the “Cancel Culture” that tries to shame you into squelching your joy in Christ! 

Shout it from the roof tops! Merry Christmas and peace on earth among men with whom He is 

pleased, indeed! “Stay under the Shadow of the Almighty” dear Ones!  

        Pastor Robert 
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inseparable, the same forever. Third, that He is immutable. 

We deny, first, that He ever had a beginning or ever will 

have an end; second, that His states or modes of being occur 

in succession; third, that His essence, attributes, or purposes 

will ever change, 

In what sense are the acts of God spoken of as past, present, 

and future? The acts of God are never past, present, or fu-

ture as respects God Himself, but only in respect to the ob-

jects and effects of His acts in creation. The efficient purpose 

comprehending the precise object, time, and circumstance 

was present to Him always and changelessly. The event, 

however, taking place in the creature occurs in time, and is 

thus past, present, or future to our observation. 

In what sense are events past or future as it regards God? As 

God’s knowledge is infinite, every event must, first, be ever 

equally present to His knowledge from eternity to eternity. 

Second, these events must be known to Him as they actually 

occur in themselves, in their true nature, relations, and suc-

cessions. This distinction, therefore, holds true: God’s 

knowledge of all events is without beginning, end, or succes-

sion; but He knows them as in themselves occurring in the 

successions of time—past, present, or future—relatively to 

one another. 

From Outlines of Theology: Rewritten and Enlarged (New 

York: Hodder & Stoughton, 1878), 142-143 
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God and Time by Archibald A. Hodge (1823-1886) 

What is eternity? Eternity is infinite duration—duration dis

charged from all limits, without beginning, without succes-

sion, and without end. The schoolmen phrase it “an ever-

abiding present.” 

We, however, can positively conceive of eternity only as du-

ration indefinitely extended from the present moment in two 

directions, as to the past and as to the future, improperly 

expressed as eternity past and eternity future. The eternity 

of God, however, is one and indivisible. 

What is time? Time is limited duration, measured by succes-

sion, either of thought or motion. It is distinguished in refer-

ence to our perceptions into past, present, and future. 

What relation does time bear to eternity? Eternity, the un-

changing present without beginning or end, comprehends all 

time and coexists as an undivided moment with all the suc-

cessions of time as they appear and pass in their order. 

However, thought is possible to us only under the limitations 

of time and space. We can conceive of God only under the 

finite fashion of first purposing and then acting, of first 

promising or threatening and then fulfilling His Word, etc. 

He that inhabiteth eternity infinitely transcends our under-

standing (Isa 57:15). 

When we say that God is eternal, what do we affirm and 

what do we deny? We affirm, first, that as to His existence, 

He never had any beginning and never will have any end. 

Second, that as to the mode of His existence, His thoughts, 

emotions, purposes, and acts are without succession, one and 

Time is priceless and precious. In one point of view, it is 

more important and solemn than eternity. Eternity is the 

creature of time: it is just what time makes it—happy or 

miserable, a blessing or a curse, draped with clouds of endless night 

or gilded with beams of eternal day. One hour of time is of more 

value to a soul speeding to the judgment, unprepared to meet its 

dread sentence, than the ceaseless evolutions of eternity! There is no day 

of grace, no opportunity of conversion, no proclamation of salvation in the 

eternal world. Now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salva-

tion! Let us, then, redeem the time because the time is short. Gathering up 

its unemployed hours, its spare moments; redeeming it from sleep, from 

frivolous calls, from vain recreation—how much work for God and service 

for man may be accomplished? Many a valuable volume has been compiled 

at the breakfast table. Many a useful plan has been matured in   a railway 

carriage. And many a work for Christ has been arranged while yet 

but few had brushed the dew of morning’s slumber 

from their eyelids, which otherwise the absorbing calls 

of professional and public life had rendered impossible. 

`   Octavius Winslow 
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When Does the Normal Become Spectacular? By Steve Ham 

Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; sing praises on the 

harp to our God, who covers the heavens with clouds, 

who prepares rain for the earth, who makes grass to 

grow on the mountains. He gives to the beast its food, 

and to the young ravens that cry. (Psalm 147:7–9) 

Every morning you awake to a new day. The sun rises, the 

grass grows, the air is breathable, and the world is sus-

tained. It is easy to take these blessings for granted instead 

of being daily amazed. In today’s text we hear some of the 

same sorts of wonders that God asked Job about in a series 

of rhetorical questions (See Job 38–40). God helped Job un-

derstand the absurdity of questioning the omnipotent God 

who created and sustains everything in the universe. The 

things we see and take for granted are the very things God 

used to provoke Job to consider his own limitations in the 

light of the unlimited God. His power should lead us to boast 

in awe of our Creator.  

God provides for every little thing that lives, breathes, and 

moves. God sends the rain and feeds the birds. He keeps the 

earth spinning and orbiting the sun and gives us our next 

breath. The providence of God is something we see around 

us all the time. Rather than overlooking His kind provision, 

we should praise Him.  

Psalm 103:19 tells us that God’s kingdom rules over all. His 

providence doesn’t just extend to feeding birds and sending 

rain. He upholds His creation and all that happens within it. 

He is the ultimate Ruler. Therefore, we should praise God 

when considering verses such as Isaiah 45:7. “I make peace 

and create calamity; I, the Lord, do all these things.” God is 

not just the God of rain but also of drought, and He even 

works out difficult circumstances “for good to those who love 

God, to those who are the called according to His purpose” 

(Romans 8:28). His pure and holy purpose is above ours 

(Isaiah 55:8–9).  

When we think of the wonderful aspects of God’s providence, 

we cannot help but think of the depth and wonder of His 

wisdom that is far beyond ours. He sees and knows all 

things including the future. He rules our world, provides for 

our world, and works according to His own glory.  

Even more astounding is that He is a relational God who 

loves us and even came to die for us. God is so far above us 

that we should kneel and praise Him in humble adoration.  

Today’s big idea: God is spectacularly big over all things, 

including the things we see as normal. Praise Him.  

Answers In Genesis 

Biblical Authority Devotional:          

Praise God, Part 10 

A Fresh Look at Basics By Geoffrey Thomas 

Read the words of the Apostles to the early church: “We will 

devote ourselves to prayer and the ministry of the Word”  

(Acts 6:4). This Apostolic commitment gave the church of the 

new covenant the priorities of a twofold vocation: it was to be 

characterized by prayer to the Father in the name of His Son 

and by the preaching of the Bible. Let me seek to open up 

something fresh about both of these marks. 

PRAYING:  Recently, I began to read a book that I found 

interesting in its concept, purpose, and accomplishment. A 

woman named Berenice Aguilera discovered a copy of John 

Calvin’s commentaries and realized that the original tran-

scriber of his sermons—more than four hundred years ago in 

St. Peters, Geneva—also transcribed and printed his closing 

prayers. These brief living intercessions are printed in most 

of Calvin’s books of sermons. Berenice was so moved in read-

ing them that she proceeded to gather them together, and 

she seems to have published them herself in England—

because there is no name of a publisher to be found any-

where in a 255-page book that she has titled Praying 

through the Prophets. Publishing the book herself would 

have required not only cash but a strong conviction that 

there was something very valuable in listening to John Cal-

vin speaking to God after he had spoken to the people in his 

congregation. This one book contains more than three thou-

sand prayers of the Genevan Reformer at the close of each of 

his sermons on the Major and Minor Prophets from Jeremi-

ah to Malachi. 

I initially dipped into these prayers and found them refresh-

ing. In daily readings, I am in the latter chapters of the 

prophet Jeremiah and Lamentations, so I have begun, at the 

end of the verses apportioned for each day, to read the pray-

ers of Calvin on that chapter. These latter chapters of Jere-

miah contain both a relentless declaration of the forthcom-

ing destruction of mighty Babylon and also words of encour-

agement to the Lord’s people in captivity there. Let me give 

an example of a portion of Jeremiah as he seeks to encour-

age the people of God in their long exile from Jerusalem, and 

then the prayer of John Calvin when he finished preaching 

on them: 

“You who have escaped from the sword, go, do not stand still! 

Remember the LORD from far away, and let Jerusalem come 



Page 4 Chapel Woods Presbyterian Church, PCA 

into your mind: ‘We are put to shame, for we have heard re-

proach; dishonor has covered our face, for foreigners have 

come into the holy places of the LORD’s house.’ Therefore, 

behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will 

execute judgment upon her images, and through all her land 

the wounded shall groan. Though Babylon should mount up 

to heaven, and though she should fortify her strong height, 

yet destroyers would come from me against her, declares 

the LORD.” (Jer. 51:50–53) 

This is the prayer of John Calvin after he has preached on 

these verses: 

Grant, Almighty God, that when you hide at this day your 

face from us, that the miserable despair that is ours may not 

overwhelm our faith, nor obscure our view of your goodness 

and grace, but that in the thickest darkness your power may 

ever appear to us, which can raise us above the world, so that 

we may courageously fight to the end and never doubt that 

you will at length be the defender of the church which now 

seems to be oppressed, until we shall enjoy our perfect happi-

ness in heaven, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

What simplicity, theocentricity (God-centeredness), humili-

ty, and submissive yearning that expresses the oneness of 

the redeemed. That spirit is what we long 

to experience when we are hearing public 

prayer. Christians meet at the mercy seat. 

When we all bow there in the presence of 

our Lord in prayer, we are never closer 

together. There are Christians who will 

refuse to read anything that was written 

by John Calvin. They are missing so 

much. He was a man of prayer. You will 

never understand or appreciate the Gene-

van Reformer or realize his impact in the 

world until you grasp how there was a 

part of his life lived at the throne of grace. 

I often heard Ernest Reisinger say, “It is a 

sin to preach and not to pray.” 

When one visits the Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

Trust website, one discovers that five examples of the con-

gregational praying of Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones are recorded 

there. They are most moving, comprehensive, and deeply 

reverent as spoken by one addressing the almighty Creator 

of the cosmos through what His Son Jesus Christ has 

achieved. The first recorded prayer was prayed on the open-

ing Sunday of a new year, and so it is the longest—fifteen 

minutes and thirty-eight seconds. The others average be-

tween ten and eleven minutes, but all are so gripping and 

relevant that the last thing one thinks of is their length. 

Little wonder people looking back sometimes said that when 

they went to Westminster Chapel for the first time, it was 

the praying of the Doctor that moved them more than the 

preaching. Only a man who knows the Scriptures, prays 

privately, and who walks in the Spirit could pray for that 

length, gripping and lifting a congregation of 1,400 into the 

presence of the Holy One. John Owen said, “If the word does 

not dwell with power in us then it will not pass with power 

from us.”  

There are also four different versions of some of the pulpit 

prayers of Charles Haddon Spurgeon, prayed on Sunday 

mornings in the Metropolitan Tabernacle. The most accessi-

ble is published by the Banner of Truth. It has been said 

about Spurgeon’s praying: 

The things that were given him to utter in prayer were often 

more profound and beautiful than the sayings that left his 

lips in preaching. This has often been a feature of the great-

est ministries. . . . A man of God is frequently at his intellec-

tual best in prayer. Assuredly it was like that with the be-

loved Pastor. I once heard him speak thus with God: “O 

Lord, if some of us began to doubt Thee we should begin to 

doubt our senses, for Thou hast done such wonderful things 

for us. Thou hast done more for us than Thou didst for 

Thomas. Thou didst allow Thomas to thrust his finger into 

Thy wounds; but Thou hast often thrust Thy finger in-

to our wounds, and healed them.” . . . His wonderful 

knowledge of Scripture made his prayers so fresh and edify-

ing. No man can pray with high effect unless he is steeped in 

Scripture. Mr. Spurgeon lived and moved and had his being 

in the Word of God. He knew its remoter reaches, its nooks 

and crannies. Its spirit had entered into 

his spirit; and when he prayed, the Spirit 

of God brought all manner of precious 

oracles to his mind. 

My own church prayer meetings are real-

ly fine. Some pray with a special blessing 

of God on them, and then also we can 

rejoice when we hear the novice in pray-

er. All pray reverently and humbly. It is 

the happiest evening of the week. 

PREACHING THE WORD: 

The other mark of the new covenant 

church found in Acts 6 is preaching. The 

Twelve said, “We will give our attention 

to prayer and the ministry of the word” (Acts 6:4). Haven’t 

you been struck with Paul’s words to the Corinthians that “I 

would rather speak five words with my mind in order to 

instruct others, than ten thousand words in an tongue” (1 

Cor. 14:19)? Five words . . . Christ died for our sins . . . Jesus 

rose on the third day . . . At God’s right hand—Jesus . . . 

Lord Christ is coming again . . . Do not go to hell . . . Believe 

on the Lord Christ. What potential life-transforming power 

is found in those phrases—timeless truths—in five words, 

spoken with humility, authority, tenderness, and love by the 

Holy Spirit. Understood and received, then, such clusters of 

words are infinitely better than ten thousand words unap-

propriated. Ben Ramsbottom says about them: “One point is 

transparently clear here; it is not how much religion we 

have, it is whether it is real. Better to have five words 

sealed on our conscience by the Holy Ghost than to be able 

to recite the whole Bible through from Genesis to Revela-

 

When we all bow there in 

the presence of our Lord in 

prayer, we are never closer 

together. 
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phrase in Acts—“times of refreshing from the presence of the 

Lord”—by showing how sin’s influence could be compared to 

an oppressively hot, sultry, and uncomfortable day with 

electric fans ultimately failing as the air moved around and 

got warmer (Acts 3:20). Then redemption is like Jesus 

Christ coming near, delivering and refreshing us with His 

presence. Get cool, sinner, through Christ. 

Even a single word in the Scriptures is marvelously big 

enough and relevant in its images for the twenty-first centu-

ry. Think of Dr. Lloyd-Jones’ sermon on the two words “But 

God . . .” One of Bunyan’s biographers said of his preaching 

that he had a unique ability of bringing “deep things into a 

familiar phrase.” His words were his own as was his man-

ner. Preachers, it is necessary to discover your voice and 

have the confidence to use it. 

Ben Ramsbottom speaks of the “big” Bible, and then he fol-

lows that up by saying, it “fits in with the wisest of men who 

once said that, ‘A little that a righteous man has is better 

than the riches of many wicked.’ Oh to have a little that is 

real! A little that God has given us, a little of the Holy 

Ghost’s work in our hearts, a little desire, a little prayer, a 

little of the tender fear of God, a little humility, a little hope, 

a little repentance, a little love! Someone said, ‘This big 

“little.” ’ ” 

To have something, however little, that is real and that 

clings like a limpet to our souls—how life transforming. 

What grief and calamity to have acquired an abundance and 

then to find at last that it’s all a mere pile of muck. The one 

thing that really matters is this: to have a religion that will 

bring us safe at last to the new heavens and the new earth. 

To have that “little that a righteous man has,” to have faith 

that is lodged in Jesus Christ even if our trust seems as fine 

as a spider’s thread. To believe in your heart and to say with 

your mouth, “I know my Redeemer lives.” Five words. At the 

great day when God will sift us then to find this finally re-

maining: “Jesus Christ, my only hope.” Five words. That will 

be glory—glory for me and glory for you. 

Free Grace Broadcaster 

Banner of Truth magazine 

tion. An old English preacher used to ask this searching 

five-word question, ‘How big is your Bible?’ and you under-

stand what he meant.” 

We all have the one God-breathed Bible with its sixty-six 

books in our hands, in our homes, and on our pulpits, but 

how much do we possess of that Word? How much of it have 

we got in our understanding, in our conscience, and hidden 

in our hearts by the discernment that the Spirit has given 

us? A question of five words, “How big is your Bible?” John 

Bunyan could say: “I never had in all my life so great an 

inlet into the Word of God as now. The Scriptures that I saw 

nothing in before these days are made in this place and 

state to actually shine upon me.” He often saw, as it were, a 

whole world in one text: “I have sometimes seen more in a 

line of the Bible than I could well tell how to stand under.” 

How big is your Bible? 

Big Bibles make big preachers. John Bunyan might be the 

greatest of the Puritan preachers. Thousands would gather 

when they heard that the author of The Pilgrim’s Pro-

gress was coming to preach in London. Three thousand 

heard him on one Lord’s Day preaching in the metropolis at 

short notice, and many had been turned away. Bunyan him-

self had to be lifted over the heads of the congregation to get 

into the pulpit. Early on one winter weekday, 1,200 gath-

ered to hear him preach. Bunyan spoke with joy in his voice 

and would haul his hearers along with him as they growing-

ly felt his assurance like a hand on their backs, until they 

could see the truth as he could, until the Word was shining 

in the air. They could feel the thing—the “connect”—

happening in the meeting. 

In 1685, a man called Charles Doe made his way at dawn to 

the home of a Christian named Stephen Moore. There he 

heard Bunyan preach on Proverbs 10:24: “The desire of the 

righteous will be granted.” Doe broke down in tears as he 

heard Bunyan; in fact, this was his frequent response when 

he listened to one of the former tinker’s sermons. That par-

ticular message was full of the love of God. When King 

Charles II heard of the influence of John Bunyan in London, 

he asked John Owen why thousands of the citizens were 

going to hear Bunyan preach. Owen told the king of his abil-

ity to touch the hearts of men, and that he would gladly re-

linquish all his learning if he had that gift. 

One reason for Bunyan’s vivid preaching was the way he 

responded to and used the metaphors and similes of the 

Scriptures. For example, in the Bible saving faith is de-

scribed as a flight (fleeing to Christ), a feast (feeding on 

Him), a rest (resting in Christ), or an entering (opening the 

door to Him). Then why don’t preachers develop such images 

in their preaching? I remember once hearing a friend preach 

on John 3 and the new birth. He told the congregation that 

the new birth was like a phone. A phone? How? He lost me. I 

could not see it. It was confusing. Regeneration is like a 

birth. Use the picture that our Lord has given us. How dif-

ferent it had been on one occasion on a Sunday attending 

Westminster Chapel hearing how Lloyd-Jones opened up a 
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There are a lot of interesting conclusions to be gleaned from 

the laundry list of names in Romans 16. But the one I ap-

preciate the most is Paul’s example of offering divinely in-

spired encouragement. According to my biblically informed 

definition, encouragement means highlighting the evidenc-

es of God’s grace in the gospel or in a gospel-centered per-

son to the glory of God. Each part of that definition is im-

portant. Encouragement is not spotlighting a person but 

underlining God’s grace. It is not about commending nice 

people to make them feel good but about commending the 

work of the gospel in others to the glory of God. 

The definition above can help differentiate encouragement 

from flattery. Encouragement is based on what is true 

about a person. Flattery affirms through exaggeration or 

falsehood. Encouragement keeps human praise in propor-

tion, lifting everything up for God’s praise. Flattery gives 

too much influence to human agency. Encouragement bless-

es for the sake of the blessed and the Blessed One. Flattery 

harbors ulterior motives and looks for favors or reciprocal 

affirmation. While God despises flattery, He delights to see 

Christians encourage each other. One reason we know this 

to be true is because He inspired Paul to record his encour-

agements in Romans 16. Notice four characteristics of 

Paul’s encouragement. 

First, he recognized others publically. Paul had never been 

to the church at Rome. But he knew some of the members 

through his travels. Others he had heard about. And he 

liked what he’d seen and heard. So he told the whole 

church. He did this in all his letters. He held up Tychicus as 

a faithful minister in the Lord (Eph. 6:21) and Epaphrodi-

tus as a fellow worker and fellow soldier (Phil. 2:25). He 

went out of his way to encourage, speaking of “Luke the 

beloved physician” when plain old “Luke” would have suf-

ficed (Col. 4:14). We probably don’t think of Paul as a great 

encourager but as more of a champion of the gospel or de-

fender of the faith. Yet maybe the reason we don’t see him 

encouraging others is because it happens so frequently. 

Second, Paul was tender in expressing his affections. Epae-

netus, Ampliatus, Stachys, and Persis were all beloved to 

him. Rufus’ mother could have been his own mother; their 

bond was so close (Rom. 16:13). Elsewhere, Paul told the 

Philippians he held them in his heart and yearned for them 

with the affection of Christ Jesus (Phil. 1:7). He had abun-

dant love for the Corinthians and was happy to live and die 

with them (2 Cor. 2:4; 11:11). Perhaps people find us dis-

couraging or intimidating because they sense no warmth. 

Our praise is always perfunctory, never tender. There’s a 

difference between saying, “You’re in my thoughts,” and 

telling someone: “I hold you in my heart.” 

Third, Paul’s encouragement was rooted in his love for the 

gospel. He didn’t simply commend people for being really 

good at something. He honored them for the work of God he 

saw in and through them. These were fellow workers, fellow 

Encourage One Another by Kevin DeYoung 

servants, fellow saints. Paul’s heart beat with gratitude 

because God had saved these men and women and used 

them to bless others. The strongest bonds of friendship 

should be gospel bonds. The deepest affections ought to be 

stirred in us not because we like the same movies and mu-

sic or come from the same place and root for the same 

teams, but because we share the same passion for an identi-

ty in the gospel. These “greetings” are more than secular 

“hellos.” They are signs of churchwide solidarity growing 

out of our communion together through our union 

with Christ. 

Fourth, Paul didn’t just encourage his friends and co-

laborers; he cultivated an atmosphere of appreciation and 

affection in the whole church. He greeted them but then 

told them to greet each other: “Go meet Philologus. Stop by 

and see Julia. Give my regards to Nereus.” Paul fostered 

community. He even encouraged signs of physical affection. 

The sign is not as important as the thing signified. Whether 

it’s a kiss, a hug, a hearty handshake, or a super sweet fist 

bump, Paul understood that God gave us bodies and wants 

us to use them appropriately to encourage others. 

Paul wanted the church to be quick to encourage, not quick 

to condemn. His love for encouragement makes sense be-

cause God is the great encourager. God is always rejoicing 

in the truth. He loves to highlight His own grace and glory. 

He called Jesus His “beloved Son” and speaks just as kindly 

to us — “beloved,” “little children,” “new creations,” “holy 

ones.” Because of the work of Christ, God accepts us when 

He would otherwise reject us, which means He can encour-

age instead of condemn. And by this same work of Christ, 

we can encourage all those who belong to Christ. 

7th Jason Magdziarz 

12th Ashleigh Jones 

17th  Wanda Chafin 

25th Noelle Gast 

10th Jerry Jones 

16th Barbara Andrews 

29th Trey Magdziarz 

31st Amanda Jones 
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Worship is a Two-Way Communication 

Worship is the whole reason we have been called, because 

the Bible tells us we become “like” what we worship. (Psalm 

135:18) Consequently, if we want to become more like 

Christ—more conformed into His image of Love—we must 

learn to worship more. 

Worship, we have found, is a two-way communication. When 

we humble ourselves, love and worship God, He then hears, 

answers and reveals Himself to us. He reveals Himself to us 

not only to give us the strength to continue on, but also the 

encouragement to pray more. So, experiencing God’s pres-

ence in our worship times not only leads us to deeper, heart-

felt personal intimacy, but also to more intercession for oth-

ers. Since we are (at that time) truly one with Him in spirit, 

Scripture promises that He will hear our 

prayers and also answer them. “Until now 

you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, 

and you will receive, that your joy may be 

full.” (John 16:24) 

Just as the perfume of incense and the 

cloud of Glory intermingled and became 

one above the Golden Altar of Incense in 

the Temple of Solomon, when we worship 

the Lord we become united in love and 

one in spirit with Him. At that moment 

we can ask whatever we will and the Lord 

promises to hear us. We haven’t just ver-

bally attached “in His Name” to our pray-

ers, we are literally joined and united “in 

His Name” while we are praying. Big difference! And because 

we are “one,” He promises to hear and answer. So, not only 

will “our joy be full,” but our prayers will be according to His 

will. 

John 9:31 also validates that God hears true worshipers. So 

again, those who become one with Him by worshiping can be 

assured He will hear and answer their prayers. 

A Praying and Worshiping Man 

King David is a perfect example of a worshiping and praying 

man. Scripture tells us that nothing could take him away 

from his times of prayer with the Lord. Prayer and worship 

were central to David’s life. Three times a day He came be-

fore the Lord to spend time with Him. And Psalm 119:164 

tells us that he praised the Lord seven times a day. Try this 

yourself! Make a concentrated effort to praise God seven dif-

ferent (not consecutive) times in one day. You’ll find that it’s 

not as easy as you think. You have to actually plan it out. So, 

maybe this summer put an app on your smart phone to gen-

tly remind you, it’s time to praise Him. 

But because of David’s intimacy with the Lord, he didn’t 

have to turn to others to tell him what he should do. He was 

Praying our Petitions by Nancy Missler 

so united with God (“in His Name”) that the Lord freely an-

swered his prayers and personally told him what to do. 

Daniel is another example of one who was at one with the 

Lord. Daniel was so beloved by God that the angel Gabriel 

came and told him that the Lord had given him special skill 

and understanding. (Daniel 9:21–23) What a glorious mes-

sage to receive from God Himself! Wouldn’t you just love to 

receive a word like that? Wouldn’t that give you exceeding 

joy, beyond anything you could ever think or imagine? Well, 

that’s the kind of intimacy that Daniel experienced with God 

because he was a worshiper. 

Nebuchadnezzar, on the other hand, was not a praying or 

worshiping man, and, thus, he had to continually seek other 

people to tell him what to do. He had all the power and all 

the influence of an emperor, and yet he 

had no peace, no joy and no answers from 

the Lord. 

Praying the Scriptures 

I learned long ago that if I wanted any-

thing at all to be accomplished in my life, 

it must first be brought before the Lord in 

prayer. I also learned, however, that there 

is an appropriate way to pray and an ap-

propriate time to pray. When I followed 

the Lord’s prescribed instructions, tremen-

dous results would occur. When I did 

things my own way, everything would fall 

apart! 

Someone taught me years ago that when I prayed the Scrip-

tures, God would do powerful things, not only in me, but also 

in the ones I was praying for. Bob Sorge, in his book Secrets 

of the Secret Place, states that “when we pray with God’s 

Word on our lips, we know we are praying prayers that are 

living and powerful.” In other words, we are specifically 

praying “according to His will.” Hebrews 4:12 validates this. 

“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper 

than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 

asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and 

is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 

It’s true! When the language of our prayers is shaped by the 

Scriptures, we gain confidence in knowing that we are pray-

ing according to the will of God. This way we bypass our own 

self-centered, pity-party prayers and step into God’s 

thoughts, His mind and His wisdom. Now, there’s no reason 

to be afraid of repetition. God knows our heart and what is 

important to us, and by repeating the same prayers we be-

come like that persistent friend in Luke 11 who would not 

take “no” for an answer. 

(The ineffectual prayers that we must watch out for are 

those mechanical prayers that the Pharisees prayed in order 

 

“I simply stay in His 

presence, loving Him and 

waiting on Him. I know 

He will come to me and 

speak His Mind.”  
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• Philippians 4:19: That You would supply all my needs 

according to Your riches in glory. 

• Matthew 22:37: I desire to love You with all my heart, 

with all my will and with all my soul, so that I can then 

love my neighbor as myself. 

• Romans 12:1–2: I offer my body as a living sacrifice, holy 

and acceptable which is my reasonable service, and I 

choose not to be conformed to this world, but to be trans-

formed into Your Image (and show forth Your Life) by 

the renewing of my mind, so that I can, then, prove in my 

actions what is the good, the acceptable and the perfect 

will of God. 

• Psalm 138:3: Make me bold with Your strength in my 

soul. 

• Galatians 1:16: May You reveal Yourself in me, so that I 

might speak as You would have me. 

• Joshua 9:25: I am in Your hands, do what You will with 

me. Have Your way in me. 

• Philemon 14: Without Your opinion, I will do nothing. 

• Acts 2:28: That You would make me full of joy with Your 

countenance. 

• Colossians 3:4: Christ, You are my life. 

• Philippians 1:21: For me to live is Christ. 

Family Prayers 

In addition to your own daily prayers for each member of 

your family, here are some further Scriptures you might 

want to pray for them. (Again, let the Holy Spirit pick which 

ones.) 

• Ephesians 1:17–19: I pray for Your Spirit of wisdom and 

revelation for _______. I pray that the eyes of his under-

standing would be enlightened, so that he might know 

the hope of Your calling, the riches of Your inheritance, 

and the exceeding greatness of Your Power towards them 

who believe. 

• Ephesians 3:16–19: I pray______will be strengthened 

with might by Your Spirit in the inner man; that You 

might dwell in his heart and that he might be rooted and 

grounded in Your Love and able to comprehend the 

breadth, the depth and the height of Your Love, so that 

he might be filled up with the fullness of You. 

• Philippians 3:10: I pray that____may know You and the 

power of Your resurrection and the fellowship of Your 

sufferings, so that he might be made conformable to Your 

Image. 

• 2 Timothy 2:25: I pray that You would 

give______repentance to the acknowledging of the truth. 

Think also about praying Acts 16:31, 1 Kings 8:23–53, Daniel 

9:3–19, and Colossians 1:9. 

to be seen, heard and thought of “as godly.” These were not 

genuine prayers from their heart, nor from the Spirit of 

God.) 

Also, when you go into your prayer closet to worship, always 

have your Bible handy. Then, you not only can pray the 

Scriptures, but the Lord can also speak His will back to you 

through the Scriptures. 

Since it’s always been very difficult for me to memorize 

Scripture, I found writing the Scriptures out and then pray-

ing them to be extremely helpful and beneficial. So, the fol-

lowing Scriptures are simply suggestions for prayer. They 

are not intended to be an in-depth thesis on prayer and wor-

ship. They are simply some personal thoughts and ideas 

that have helped me in my over 50-year walk with the Lord. 

If they minister, wonderful! If not, skip them and continue 

reading. Just as in worship, it’s imperative to allow the Holy 

Spirit to direct your prayers. Remember, we are not under 

the law, but under grace. Therefore, I do not mean to imply 

some sort of “methodology” or “ritual” here. We certainly 

don’t have to “work our way to heaven.” However, I do be-

lieve God has given us His Word and He is very pleased 

when we pray it back to Him. 

Personal Prayers 

Some personal prayers that have ministered to me over the 

years are: 

• Psalm 139:23–24: Search me and know my heart and 

my thoughts. See if there be any wicked way in me and 

lead me in Your way. 

• Job 34:32: That which I cannot see, please teach me. 

• Psalm 45:17: I desire to make Your Name remembered 

in all generations. 

• Psalm 17:2: Let my sentence come forth only from Your 

presence. 

• Ephesians 4:29–31: Let no corrupt communication pro-

ceed out of my mouth, but that which is good to the use 

of edifying, that it may minister grace to the hearer. Let 

me not grieve the Holy Spirit, whereby I am sealed. Let 

all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and evil 

speaking be put away from me with all malice… 

• Ephesians 4:32: Be kind to one another, tender hearted, 

forgiving one another, just as Christ has forgiven me. 

• Hebrews 4:16: Let me come boldly to Your throne in 

time of need and find mercy. 

• Psalm 119:133: Order my steps in Your Word. Don’t let 

sin or self have dominion over me. 

• Romans 4:21: I choose to be fully persuaded that what 

You have promised me, You will perform. 

• 1 Corinthians 2:2: I pray that I would know nothing but 

“Christ crucified.” 
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diary goes everywhere with me. Those who have seen it 

laugh, because it is so dog-eared and so beat up. But, never 

mind, I know what it says and it helps me remember the 

Scriptures. 

Lingering in His Presence 

The late David Wilkerson, again one of my favorite pastors, 

says, “After I end my prayer time, I linger in my secret closet 

of prayer. I bow before the Lord and say, `Jesus, I’m here 

just for You. I won’t bring any more requests or petitions. 

This is Your time and Yours alone. I’m here to listen to Your 

heart.’” 

He goes on to say “I simply stay in His presence, loving Him 

and waiting on Him. I know He will come to me and speak 

His Mind.” Then, just like the priests of Solomon’s Temple, 

when their worship and prayer time was over, they went out 

and ministered to the congregation. 

We, too, at this point, can go out and share of the fullness 

that we have received while worshiping the Lord at the altar 

of our hearts. By doing this, we will bless those we come in 

contact with by His continuing presence in us. 

Other Suggested Prayers for Loved Ones 

Someone once gave me this list to pray for others. As I tried 

it, I was amazed to see so many I prayed for changed. 

• Pray that God would “lift the veil” and give them a per-

sonal revelation of Jesus. 

• Pray that the Holy Spirit would continue to hover over 

them and give them supernatural protection. 

• Pray that God would put Godly people in their path. 

• Pray that God would expose all pride and rebelliousness. 

• Pray that God would expose all their hidden thought 

patterns—religious prejudices, known strongholds and 

evil spirits, etc. 

• Pray that God would bind Satan from taking them cap-

tive. 

• Pray that He would place His armor around them, and 

that He would do all He could to bring them to Himself. 

I might also suggest making a special prayer notebook or 

prayer journal with all of your own special Scriptures. Then, 

you can take it into the prayer closet with you. My prayer 

Uganda, Congo Military Operation Frees 27 Hostages  

-  According to Democratic Republic of the Congo’s (DRC) 

army, a joint operation with Uganda’s military allowed 27 

hostages to escape last week, after being held captive by the 

Allied Democratic Forces, (ADF), rebel group. 

The ADF terror group originated in Western Uganda, and 

have since moved the majority of their operations across the 

border into DRC’s North Kivu and Ituri provinces. An affili-

ate of ISIS, the group regularly conducts attacks in the 

Christian dominated country, frequently killing, kidnapping, 

and displacing Christians. 

Recently, ADF conducted four bomb attacks in Uganda’s 

capital of Kampala, prompting the country’s military to col-

laborate with forces combating the insurgency in the DRC. 

Please pray for the end of the ADF terrorist group, and for 

the Lord to soften the hearts of militants, who all too often 

are children forced to partake in heinous acts of violence. 

Please also pray for those who have been victims of terror-

ism, for the Lord to heal them and strengthen the church 

amidst persecution.  

Grey Wolves Spark International Condemnation and 

Persecution Concern  -  The Grey Wolves, an armed radi-

cal group based in Turkey, is responsible for the persecution 

and violence against ethnic and religious minorities within 

the country and outside its borders.  …  The United States, 

Germany, France and other European countries have begun 

attempting to limit the movement of the Grey Wolves inter-

national movements.   

… the Pan-Turkish ideology could be called Turkish fascism 

the influence that Nazism had on ideologies that preceded 

the official formation of the Grey Wolves. A more strict Is-

lamic element to the Pan-Turkish ideology was incorporated 

into the Grey Wolves in the 1970s, further alienating Chris-

tians and ethnic minorities like Greeks and Armenians who 

were already viewed as outsiders to Turkey. 

Jihadists Terrorize Malian Communities  -  According 

to information obtained by Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) 

from local sources, jihadists in Mali are terrorizing commu-

nities amidst a deteriorating security situation.   

Since a coup attempt in 2012, jihadists have had control over 

much of Mali’s north, as they’ve  overtaken areas with weak 

governmental leadership and capitalized on vulnerabilities 

intensified by COVID-19. 

Although the insurgency has affected the entire population, 

Christians are especially susceptible to attacks at the hands 

of Islamic terrorists. 

Please join us in praying for Mali, and the rest of the Sahel 

region that is plagued by violence. Pray for Mali’s leaders to 

fight for religious freedom and for the Lord to strengthen 

and multiply the country’s Christian community. Please also 

pray for those who persecute the church, that the love of 

Jesus would lead them to repentance.  

Prayer Needs—News from International Christian Concern www.persecution.org 



Page 10 December 2021 

forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; 

and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper"      Psalm 1:1-3 

Please notice this well-worn, slippery slope that leads man-

kind away from God's blessing. It starts with the "counsel of 

the 

ungodly." This leads onto the "way of sinners" and ends up in 

the "seat of the scornful." On the surface, claiming that de-

ception comes through conversation seems overly alarmist. 

But the apostle Paul warned the Church at Ephesus by writ-

ing, 

"And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of dark-

ness, but rather reprove them."  Ephesians 5:11 

James, the half-brother of Jesus, exhorts us by stating, 

"Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friend-

ship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore 

will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God."  James 4:4 

Therefore, Eve was first deceived by Satan because she was 

willing to have a conversation with him. 

Once she turned her attention to listen to 

his subtle words, she was then led onto a 

pathway that would take her away from 

God's best. Having gained Eve's attention 

and trust through conversation, Satan re-

sponds to her by offering an alternative 

understanding concerning the prohibition 

of God. 

"And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye 

shall not surely die: For God doth know 

that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes 

shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, 

knowing good and evil."  Genesis 3:4, 5 

Satan begins by questioning the accuracy of 

her statement by asking, "hath God said." Then he presents 

his alternative by 

challenging the word of God. Herein we see the root that 

ultimately brings forth the fruit of rebellion. Basically, Satan 

opposes God's authority and then he offers his own. 

The prophet Isaiah revealed that the cause of Satan's fall 

was pride and self-exaltation. 

"How art thou fallen from heaven, 0 Lucifer, son of the morn-

ing! How art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weak-

en the nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, I will as-

cend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of 

God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the 

sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights of the 

clouds; I will be like the most High."  Isaiah 14:12-14 

At this point you can see that this type of contradiction is not 

In Part 1 of 'The Age of Deceit," we show that all mankind is 

embroiled in a war that has been raging since the dawn of 

time, where man is both the prize and the pawn in this dead-

ly conflict. Therefore, the Bible warns us to, "Be sober, be 

vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 

walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” We are fur-

ther told that we should use discernment based on the Bi-

ble..."...lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are 

not ignorant of his devices:  

To identify Satan's 'devices,' we need to understand his M.O., 

which is short for Modus Operandi; a Latin term used by law 

enforcement authorities to describe the particular manner in 

which a crime is committed. Quite literally we have Satan's 

fingerprints, or his M.O., at the scene of his crimes through-

out the Bible. Therefore, we would do well to be aware of 

Satan's M.O. because deception wears many different masks. 

Deception by Conversation 

We will start our forensic investigation of Satan's deceptive 

methods by examining the first recorded conversation be-

tween the Nachash and mankind. Now, 

just to set the stage here a little bit, I won-

der if maybe a relationship already existed 

between Satan and Eve because they ap-

pear to have established a rapport. Other-

wise, I think it would be strange that they 

would dive directly into such a serious con-

versation at their first meeting. After all, 

he seems to already know of the prohibi-

tion given Adam and Eve by God. 

Genesis 3:1-5 records the conversation. 

"Now the serpent was more subtle than any 

beast of the field which the LORD God had 

made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, 

hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree 

of the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, We may 

eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the 

tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye 

shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die." Gene-

sis 3:1-3 

By entering into this conversation, Eve has opened herself 

up to the beguiling personality of Satan. Here we see that 

dialogue with the wrong kinds of people can very quickly 

lead us onto the path of confusion and compromise. 

The Bible gives us clear protective guidance by stating, 

'Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the un-

godly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the 

seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the LORD; 

and in his law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall 

be like a tree planted by the fivers of water, that bringeth 

The Age of Deceit—Part 2 by Ron Matsen 

 

"He that sitteth in the 

heavens shall laugh: the 

Lord shall have them in 

derision. Then shall he 

speak unto them in his 

wrath, and vex them in his 

sore displeasure." 
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about conversation, it is about control. Today we see the 

power and might of the international media moguls attempt-

ing to control the free flow of information. Under the dis-

guise of "fact checking" they promote only those thoughts 

that they agree with and silence all others. 

In the dystopian novel "Nineteen Eighty-Four", written by 

George Orwell, the superstate Oceania has four branches of 

government: 

• The Ministry of Love - responsible for the Prisons 

• The Ministry of Peace - responsible for the Military 

• The Ministry of Plenty - responsible for Rationing 

• The Ministry of Truth - responsible for Propaganda 

At the center of Orwell's futuristic novel is the Thought Po-

lice (Thinkpol). The task of the Thinkpol is to discover and 

punish thoughtcrime. Thoughtcrime is defined as both per-

sonal and political thoughts unapproved by the government. 

The Thinkpol uses omnipresent surveillance via informers, 

telescreens, cameras, and microphones, to monitor the citi-

zens of Oceania. It uses Newspeak language to control the 

speech, actions, and thoughts of the population, by defining 

"unapproved thoughts" as thoughtcrime. 

• Newspeak enforced a vocabulary that confuses clear 

communication like: 

• Doublethink - The ability to simultaneously think two 

opposing thoughts. 

• Goodthinkful - Describes a person who thinks just as the 

Party wishes. 

• Facecrime - Occurs when the face of a person reveals the 

existence of thoughtcrime. 

Using criminal psychology, it arrests all those who have 

committed thoughtcrime by challenging the status quo au-

thority of Big Brother. By now you may see the parallels 

with our current state of affairs. The "Thought Police" en-

force "Newspeak" and punish all dissidents who commit 

"Thoughtcrime." Topping the list of "Thoughtcrimes" today 

must be the immutable standards and divine revelation of 

the Bible. Its message stands as a "Rock of Offense" to a 

world blinded in this age of deceit. 

Today, Orwellian type "Newspeak" is the tactic of many 

modern philosophers and theologians who present their 

opinions as truth while they seek to contradict and ultimate-

ly silence any other opposing views. If doubt can find a foot-

hold in your trust of God's word, then it will wear away until 

the very fabric of your faith is completely undone. 

Deception by Condescension 

The doctrine of the inerrancy of the Bible was not an issue 

for the first sixteen hundred years of the Church. The early 

fathers accepted the inspiration and authority of Scripture 

as an assumed and self-evident fact. From this belief came 

the unwavering understanding of the character of God, the 

deity of Christ, and the salvation of man to mention only a 

few of the key foundational doctrines of Christianity. 

But, as the expositional teaching of the whole Bible de-

creased over time it gave rise to growing skepticism as to the 

Bible's origin and transmission. By the seventeenth and 

eighteenth centuries the Age of Enlightenment had become 

a powerful philosophical movement that dominated the 

world of ideas in Europe. It was centered on the concept that 

reason is the primary source of authority and legitimacy. 

Many of its famous thinkers and philosophers challenged 

some of the basic foundations and moral standards of socie-

ty. Eventually, it opened the floodgates of what became 

known as "Higher Criticism." 

Higher Criticism is a term applied to a type of biblical study 

that emerged in academic circles in the late eighteenth cen-

tury. The stated objective of these academics was not only to 

challenge the Bible's primal literary sources but also in the 

operative and undisclosed assumptions of biblical writers 

themselves. In other words, they wanted to open the inter-

pretation of the Bible to include their editorial comments 

and/or corrections. In doing so, they were directly attacking 

the source document from which we derive the foundation of 

Biblical Christian doctrine. 

Those who embraced this kind of liberal revisionism of the 

Bible were openly critical of the "literalist" who held to the 

doctrine of the inspiration and authority of the Scriptures. 

These condescending intellectuals considered the concept of 

an inerrant Word of God as a relic of the Dark Ages and 

thereby relegated its followers to the halls of the unenlight-

ened and narrow minded. Once you start picking apart the 

Biblical text using predigested and prejudicial insights, you 

open the proverbial "Pandora's Box."  

This type of thinking leads to a belief that the Scriptures are 

at best a fallible witness to revelation (which may have been 

infallible when it left God, but which certainly was corrupted 

by the time it was recorded in the Bible). Ultimately, this 

gives way to the deconstruction of all Holy Scripture. 

Deception by Deconstruction 

The Encyclopedia Britannica says, "Deconstruction is a form 

of philosophical and literary analysis, derived in the 1960s. 

It questions the fundamental conceptual distinctions, or op-

positions, in Western philosophy through a close examina-

tion of the language and logic of philosophical and literary 

texts." In academic discussions about intellectual trends of 

the late twentieth century, deconstruction was sometimes 

used as a suggested source for nihilism. 

Nihilism is a term used to describe the disintegration of tra-

ditional morality in Western society. Nihilism encompasses 

a variety of philosophical ideas that, in one sense or another, 

denied the existence of genuine moral truths or values, re-

jected the possibility of knowledge or communication, and 

asserted the ultimate meaninglessness or purposelessness of 
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He was in the world, and the world was  made through 

Him, and the world did not know Him.  He came to His 

own, and His own did not receive Him.  But as many as 

received Him, to them He gave the right to become children 

of God, to those who believe in His name....  

 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 

beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 

Father, full of grace and truth. 

life or of the universe. In popular usage of the term, nihilism has come to mean a critical 

dismantling of tradition and traditional modes of thought. 

Therefore, deconstruction eventually leads to the nihilistic viewpoint that traditional val-

ues and beliefs are unfounded, and that mankind's existence is senseless and useless. 

When you link this belief with the teaching of the evolutionary origin of mankind you are 

left with a chilling understanding that life is completely random with neither context nor 

purpose. When used to scrutinize the Bible, deconstructionists attempt to destroy both the 

context and the content of the entire Word of God. 

Thus, we are living in a time when that which was proposed by Satan in the Garden of 

Eden where he questioned, "Hath God said," is now being proclaimed as a type of neo-

gospel that preaches, "God might be there, but we can never understand his plans or pur-

poses." As with Eve on that fateful day of her deception, that which began as doubt led to 

disbelief and despair. 

With this type of destructive treatment of God's Word, the world we live in today is aggres-

sively charging ahead with its agenda to completely discredit the authority of the Bible and 

replace it with a man-centered system based on the shifting sands of situational ethics. 

Ultimately, deconstructionism leaves all mankind with no way of communicating anything 

meaningful or lasting. 

Today we are beginning to see the deadly effects of the emerging Cancel Culture. Cancel 

Culture is a modern form of ostracism in which someone is thrust out of social or profes-

sional circles simply because they hold a non-accepted viewpoint. Those people or ideas 

that are subject to this ostracism are said to be "canceled". 

In opposition to this popular trend, Isaiah warned, 

'Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for 

darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! Woe unto them that are wise in their 

own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!"  Isaiah 5:20, 21 

The Psalmist foresaw these rebellious revisionists and said, 

'Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? The kings of the earth set 

themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anoint-

ed, saying, "Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us." Psalm 

2:1-3 

The Bible records the response of God by stating, 

"He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision. Then shall 

he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure." Psalm 2:4, 5 

Worldwide War 

With the benefit of hindsight, we have witnessed how a simple Conversation with the 

wrong type of person can easily slip into Satan's devices of Contradiction, Condescension, 

and ultimately Deconstruction. Therefore, to be forewarned is to be forearmed. 

Free Grace Broadcaster, www.chapellibrary.org.  
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God…  All 
things were made through Him, and without  

            Him nothing was made that was 
 made.  In Him was life, and the life 
 was the light of men.  And the light 
 shines in the darkness, and the  
 darkness did not comprehend it. 

   


