
20 Come, my people, enter into your rooms 

     And close your doors behind you; 

     Hide for a little while 

     Until indignation runs its course. 

21 For behold, the LORD is about to come out from His place 

    To punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity; 

    And the earth will reveal her bloodshed 

    And will no longer cover her slain. (Isaiah 26) 

The context of the above passage is described by Old Testament Commentator A. R. Faussett 

in this way:  

Isa 24:1-23. THE LAST TIMES OF THE WORLD IN GENERAL, AND OF JUDAH AND THE 

CHURCH IN PARTICULAR. 

The four chapters (the twenty-fourth through the twenty-seventh) form one continuous poeti-

cal prophecy: descriptive of the dispersion and successive calamities of the Jews (Isa 24:1-12); 

the preaching of the Gospel by the first Hebrew converts throughout the world (Isa 24:13-16); 

the judgments on the adversaries of the Church and its final triumph (Isa 24:16-23); thanks-

giving for the overthrow of the apostate faction (Isa 25:1-12), and establishment of the right-

eous in lasting peace (Isa 26:1-21); judgment on leviathan and entire purgation of the Church 

(Isa 27:1-13). Having treated of the several nations in particular--Babylon, Philistia, Moab, 

Syria, Israel, Egypt, Edom, and Tyre (the miniature representative of all, as all kingdoms 

flocked into it)--he passes to the last times of the world at large and of Judah the representa-

tive and future head of the churches. 

The twenty-sixth chapter is the “Song of Trust in God’s Protection.” This chapter begins: “1 In 

that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: “We have a strong city; He sets up walls 

and ramparts for security. 

2 “Open the gates, that the righteous nation may enter, The one that remains faithful. 

3 “The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, Because he trusts in You. 

4 “Trust in the LORD forever, For in GOD the LORD, we have an everlasting Rock. 

It sets up the thrilling conformation of the assurance of our safety and protection promised to 

us by the Holy One of Israel during the coming  judgment of the wicked world. In the twentieth 

verse there is an amazing word used in the phrase “Hide for a little while.” The Hebrew word 

is h7281.  ֶרַגעrega; from 7280a; a moment:--a wink (of the eyes), i.e. a very short space of time: 

— instant, moment, space, suddenly. Of what does this remind you? How about 1 Corinthians 

15:51-52: “Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a 

moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the 

dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.” Accordingly,  26:19 describes the 

raising of the dead: “Your dead will live; Their corpses will rise. You who lie in the dust, awake 

and shout for joy, For your dew is as the dew of the dawn, And the earth will give birth to the 

departed spirits. In Chapter twenty-seven we have “the Last Trumpet.” Verse 13 begins: “It 

Knowing God ‘in Deed’/ God Knows You Indeed!  

“They were  

continually devoting  

themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching 

and to fellowship, the 

breaking of bread, 

and to prayer.”  

Acts 2:42 
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Communion with the Holy Spirit by John Owen (1616-1683)  

The first thing in which we have communion with the Holy 

Spirit is His work of bringing to mind the things that Jesus 

said (Joh 14:26). There are two promises in this verse: (1) 

There is the promise of the Spirit’s teaching...and (2) there is 

the promise of bringing to remembrance all things that Je-

sus said 

The work of bringing to remembrance things that Jesus said 

is the first general promise concerning the Spirit’s work as 

Comforter. This promise first concerned the apostles. Christ 

promised His apostles that the Holy Spirit would bring back 

to their minds, by a direct work of almighty power, the 

things that He had said to them, so that by His inspiration 

they might be enabled to write and preach them for the good 

and benefit of His church (2Pe 1:21). The apostles had for-

gotten much of what Christ had said to them or might possi-

bly do so. And what they did remember by their natural abil-

ity was not a sufficient foundation for them to write an infal-

lible rule of faith for the church. It would be by this work of 

the Spirit that they would be enabled to write such an infal-

lible rule of faith. 

This promise of bringing to remembrance all the things that 

Jesus had spoken is also for the comfort of believers. Christ 

had been speaking to His disciples to comfort them by giving 

them precious promises of His help and strength in this life. 

He told them of the love of the Father, of the glory He was 

providing for them, which was full of unspeakable joy. “But,” 

Christ says, “I know how unable you are to make use of 

these things for your own comfort. The Spirit, therefore, will 

bring them back to your minds in their full strength, so that 

you will find the comfort in them that I intended.” And this 

is one reason why it was necessary for believers that Christ’s 

bodily absence should be more than made up for by the 

presence of the Spirit. While He was with them, what little 

effect His promises had on their hearts! But when the Spirit 

came, how full of joy did He make all things to them. He 

brings the promises of Christ to our minds and hearts to 

comfort us, to bring us the joy of them and that far beyond 

the joy the disciples found in them when Christ spoke to 

them on earth. The gracious influences of the promises were 

then restrained so that the dispensation of the Spirit might 

be seen to be more glorious than that of the giving of the 

Law. 

Christ told the disciples that the effect of the Holy Spirit’s 

work in bringing things to their remembrance would be 

peace (Joh 14:27). They would be freed from worried, anx-

ious minds and fearful hearts. It is stupid to rely on our nat-

ural abilities to remember the promises of Christ. But when 

the Comforter undertakes the work, then all is well. Our 

Savior Christ, then, left to His Spirit the powerful effect of 

His promises that He personally gave His apostles in their 

great distress. We may therefore see where all the spiritual 

comfort we have in this world comes from, and so we may 

have fellowship with the Holy Spirit in this His work... 

The life and soul of all our comforts are treasured up in the 

promises of Christ. They are the breasts from which we 

suck the milk of godly comfort. Who does not know how pow-

erless these promises are in the bare letter, even though we 

may meditate long on them, as well as how unexpectedly 

they burst in on the soul, bringing great comfort and joy? 

Faith deals especially with the Holy Spirit. Faith considers 

the promises themselves, looks up to the Spirit and waits for 

the Spirit to bring life and comfort into them. No sooner 

does the soul begin to feel the life of a promise warming his 

heart, freeing him from fear, worries, and troubles, than it 

may know, and it ought to know, that the Holy Spirit is do-

ing His work. This will add to the believer’s joy and lead him 

into deeper fellowship with the Holy Spirit. 

The second general work of the Holy Spirit is to glorify 

Christ (Joh 16:14)...But how will the Comforter glorify 

Christ? “He,” says Christ, “shall receive of mine.” What these 

will come about also in that day that a great trumpet will be 

blown…” and the judgment and demise of the Great Serpent 

occurs, named here as Leviathan, the fleeing serpent!  

I suggest to you dear ones that when we hear the testimony 

of our Lord Jesus, like in Matthew 26:54 when He says 

about His future when He replies to His disciples when ar-

rested: 

“How then will the Scriptures be fulfilled, which say that it 

must happen this way?” we readily consider that to be fulfill-

ment of God’s Word that must happen with Jesus Christ. 

But dear one the same Scriptures tells us what must happen 

to us also. And it certainly “must happen this way”! 

Receive the joy, security and peace that is filled within the 

Holy Scriptures that must be fulfilled for us as well! Hear 

again the Word of the Lord God Almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth: 

“Open the gates, that the righteous nation may enter, The 

one that remains faithful. 

“The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, Be-

cause he trusts in You. 

“Trust in the LORD forever, For in GOD the LORD, we have 

an everlasting Rock.” 

Blessings to all and remember, Abide Under the Shadow of 

the Almighty! 

    Pastor Robert 
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things are is told us in the next verse. “All things that the 

Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of 

mine” (Joh 16:15). Christ is not speaking of the es-sence and 

essential properties of the Father and the Son, but He is 

speaking of the grace that is brought to us by the Father and 

the Son. This is what Christ calls “my things” because they 

are the “things” purchased by His mediation. They are also 

the “things of the Father” because in His eternal love, He 

has provided them to be brought to us by the blood of His 

Son. They are the fruits of His election. “These,” said Christ, 

“the Comforter shall receive. They shall be committed to 

Him so that He may bring them to you for your good and for 

your comfort in trouble. So, He shall show, declare and make 

them known to you.” As Comforter, He reveals to the souls of 

sinners the good things of the Covenant of Grace, which the 

Father has provided, and the Son has purchased. He shows 

to us mercy, grace, forgiveness, righteousness, and ac-

ceptance with God. It is vital to know that these are the 

things of Christ that He has procured for us. They are show-

to us for our comfort and establishment. These things the 

Holy Spirit effectively conveys to the souls of believers and 

makes them known to them for their own good; that they 

were originally from the Father, prepared from eternity in 

His love and good will; that they were purchased for them 

by Christ and laid up for them in the Covenant of Grace for 

their use. In this way, Christ is magnified and glorified in 

their hearts, and they then fully realize what a glorious Sav-

ior and Redeemer He is. It is by the work of the Holy Spirit 

that a believer glorifies and honors Christ for the eternal 

redemption He has pur-chased for him. “No man can say 

that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost” (1Co 12:3). 

The third general work of the Holy Spirit is to “shed abroad 

in our hearts” the love of God (Rom 5:5). That it is the love of 

God to us and not our love to God that is here meant is clear 

from the context. The love of God is either the love of His 

purpose to do us good or the love of acceptance and approval 

by Him. Both these are called the love of God in Scripture. 

Now, how can these be poured into our hearts? This can be 

done only by giving us a spiritual understanding of them. 

God pours the Holy Spirit abundantly on us, and He pours 

out the love of God into our hearts. That is, the Holy Spirit 

so persuades us that God loves us that our souls are filled 

with joy and comfort. This is His work, and He does it effec-

tively. To persuade a poor, sinful soul that God in Jesus 

Christ loves him, delights in him, is well pleased with him, 

and only has thoughts of kindness towards him is an inex-

pressible mercy. 

This is the special work of the Holy Spirit; and by this spe-

cial work, we have communion with the Father in His love, 

which is poured into our hearts. So not only do we rejoice in 

and glorify the Holy Spirit Who does this work, but in the 

Father also, Whose love it is. It is the same in respect of the 

Son, in taking the things of Christ and showing them to us. 

What we have of heaven in this world lies in this work of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Free Grace Broadcaster issue 248 -  www.banneroftruth.org,  

There is no communion with God without a renewed soul. What communion can there be 

between a living God and a dead heart? God loathes sin, man loves it. God loves holiness, 

man loathes it. How can these contrary affections meet together in an amicable friendship? 

We must have His life restored to us before we can be instated in communion with Him.  

—Stephen Charnock 

Playing Your Part by Gene Edward Veith  

The word hypocrisy derives from the Greek term for “playing 

a part.” The ordinary word for an actor on the stage in Greek 

drama was hypocrite. In the tragedies of Sophocles or the 

comedies of Aristophanes, the actors — the hypocrites — 

played their different parts by wearing masks. The moral 

transgression of hypocrisy also involves playing a part and 

wearing a mask. But there are also times when God calls us 

to play a part. 

Today’s culture is tolerant of almost every behavior, except 

hypocrisy. Our society has no problem with someone who is 

homosexual or who uses pornography. But if a crusader 

against legalizing gay marriage turns out to be homosexual, 

or if a minister who preaches against pornography turns out 

to have porn on his computer, the full weight of ridicule, in-

dignation, and social disapproval falls upon his head. Not for 

his vices, but for opposing the vices that he himself has. For 

wearing a mask of virtue when he himself is not virtuous. 

For being a hypocrite. 

Christians need to expect this treatment. Hypocrisy is cer-

tainly wrong. But inconsistency between belief and behavior 

is not always hypocrisy. No one hates a sin more than some-

one who is honestly struggling with it in his own life. 

Many Pharisees in the New Testament and the legalists of 

our own day consider themselves to be such good people that 

they do not need God’s forgiveness. But they do. Christians 

who are honest with themselves and with God — who, what-
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ever their sins, are not hypocrites — may still be asked to “play a part.” 

God redeems people through Christ, and then He calls them to live out their faith 

in their vocations. He calls Christians to love and serve their neighbors in their 

multiple vocations, which are the arenas for sanctification and Christian growth. 

In vocation, God places us into certain “offices,” some of which share His authority. 

Some of these demand that we “play a part,” even putting on a mask. This is ex-

pressed in the ages-old custom that certain vocations be marked with special cloth-

ing. As a private citizen, a judge has no more right to send a person to prison than 

anyone else. But when he puts on his “robe of office,” he is acting in his official 

capacity as an agent of the law, and, according to Romans 13, of God Himself. Act-

ing by virtue of his “office,” he does indeed have the authority to punish criminals 

on behalf of the state as a whole. 

In many churches, a pastor wears a robe of some kind, signifying that when he is 

up in the pulpit, we in the pews should not consider him our good friend and fish-

ing buddy, though he may be that. When he is acting in his office, he is teaching us 

not his word but God’s Word, which he has studied and is authorized to teach. 

There was a study of patients who were attended to by a doctor who wore jeans 

and a t-shirt, rather than the traditional white lab coat. Patients universally ob-

jected! No one wants someone who looks like an ordinary man off the street to give 

them a medical examination. That white lab coat, though, is a symbol of vocation, 

that the doctor is authorized to poke around our bodies by virtue of his calling, his 

training, and his office. 

This is why police officers wear uniforms. And why there are different standards 

in the Geneva Conventions for soldiers who wear the uniform of their country — 

and thus fall under a lawful chain of command that goes back to the Romans 

13 authority of the lawful magistrate — and combatants such as terrorists who 

fight only on their own authority and who wear no uniform. 

Sometimes the duties of our vocations — not all of which have uniforms — require 

us to fulfill an office, even if it goes against our nature. A father may have to disci-

pline his child. He may not want to. He may even feel conflicted because he pulled 

the same stunt when he was his child’s age. A father who used marijuana as a 

teenager is not being hypocritical when he punishes his teenager for using drugs. 

He is fulfilling his office as father. 

Against their inclinations but to carry out the duties of their offices, teachers 

sometimes have to give bad grades; employers must sometimes fire incompetent 

employees; pastors must sometimes exercise church discipline, even against a 

friend. A newly minted young officer fresh out of ROTC must assume authority 

over a company of rough combat veterans who are older than he is. He may be 

nervous and may feel out of place, but he puts on the mask of command and orders 

his troops to attention. Spouses may not always feel like loving husbands and lov-

ing wives, but in “playing their part” they fulfill their vocations and God’s will for 

their marriage. 

If vocation requires us to put on masks, it is worth remembering that Luther 

taught that those who love and serve their neighbors in vocation are themselves 

“masks of God.” Looming behind the farmer, the doctor, the soldier, the pastor, 

and the parent is God Himself providing daily bread, healing, protecting, minister-

ing, and giving life. 

The parts we play may indeed be hypocritical. But when God asks us to play a 

part, He is also playing a part through us. 

Tabletalk Magazine  

13th  Freddie Horne 

17th  Jenny Horne 

23rd  Wanda Thompson 

  Judy Waldecker 

25th  Robert Meredith 
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ry clause in it occurs in the Old Testament, denoting that our 

prayers must be Scriptural if they are to be acceptable. “And 

this is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask 

any thing according to His will, He heareth us” ( 1 John 

5:14).  

But we cannot know His will if we are ignorant of His Word.  

It has been alleged that this prayer was designed only for the 

temporary use of Christ’s first disciples, until such time as 

the New Covenant was inaugurated. But both Matthew and 

Luke wrote their Gospels years after the Christian dispensa-

tion had commenced, and neither of them gives any intima-

tion that it had become obsolete and no longer of service to 

Christians. It is contended by some that this prayer is not 

suitable for believers now, inasmuch as the petitions in it are 

not offered in the name of Christ, and contain no express 

reference to His atonement and intercession.  

But this is a serious misconception and 

mistake; for by parity of reasoning, none 

of the Old Testament prayers, indeed 

none of the Psalms, could be used by us! 

But the prayers of Old Testament believ-

ers were presented to God for His name’s 

sake; and Christ was the Angel of the 

Covenant of whom it was said, “My name 

is in Him ” ( Exodus 23:20,21). Not only is 

the Lord’s Prayer to be offered in reliance 

upon Christ’s mediation, but it is that 

which He specially directs and authorizes 

us to offer.  

In more recent times, certain “students of 

prophecy” have objected to the use of this 

prayer on dispensational grounds, arguing that it is exclu-

sively a Jewish prayer and legalistic in its tenor. But this is 

nothing more nor less than a blatant attempt of Satan to rob 

God’s children of a valuable portion of their birthright. Christ 

did not give this prayer to Jews as Jews, but to His disciples. 

It is addressed to “Our Father,” and is therefore to be used by 

all the members of His family. It is recorded not only in Mat-

thew but also in Luke, the Gentile Gospel. Christ’s injunc-

tion, after His resurrection, for His disciples to teach believ-

ers to observe all things whatsoever He had commanded 

them ( Matthew 28:20) includes His commandment in Mat-

thew 6:9-13. There is nothing whatever in this prayer unsuit-

ed to the Christian today, and everything in it is needed by 

him.  

It has long been a matter of dispute, which has given rise to 

much acrimonious controversy, whether the Lord’s Prayer is 

to be regarded as a form to be used or a pattern to be imitat-

ed. The right answer to this question is that it is to be consid-

ered as both. In Matthew it is manifestly brought forward as 

an example or pattern of the kind of prayer that is to be of-

fered under the new economy. “After this manner therefore 

INTRODUCTION After all that has been spoken and written 

by godly men on prayer, we need something better than that 

which is of mere human origin to guide us if we are to per-

form aright this essential duty. How ignorant and sinful 

creatures are to endeavor to come before the Most High God, 

how they are to pray acceptably to Him and to obtain from 

Him what they need, can be discovered only as the great 

Hearer of prayer is pleased to reveal His will to us. This He 

has done: (1) by opening up a new and living way of access 

into His immediate presence for the very chief of sinners; (2) 

by appointing prayer as the chief means of intercourse and 

blessing between Himself and His people; and (3) by gra-

ciously supplying a perfect pattern after which the prayers of 

His people are to be modeled. Note the wise instruction of 

the Westminster divines: “The whole Word of God is of use to 

direct us in prayer, but the special rule of direction is that 

form of prayer which Christ taught His disciples, commonly 

called The Lord’s Prayer ” (The Westmin-

ster Shorter Catechism).  

From earliest times it has been called 

“the Lord’s Prayer,” not because it is one 

that He Himself addressed to the Father, 

but because it was graciously furnished 

by Him to teach us both the manner and 

method of how to pray and the matters 

for which to pray. It should therefore be 

highly esteemed by Christians. Christ 

knew both our needs and the Father’s 

good will toward us, and thus He has 

mercifully supplied us with a simple yet 

comprehensive directory. Every part or 

aspect of prayer is included therein.  

Adoration is found in its opening clauses and thanksgiving in 

the conclusion. Confession is necessarily implied, for that 

which is asked for supposes our weakness or sinfulness. Peti-

tions furnish the main substance, as in all praying. Interces-

sion and supplication on behalf of the glory of God and for 

the triumph of His Kingdom and revealed will are involved 

in the first three petitions, whereas the last four are con-

cerned with supplication and intercession concerning our 

own personal needs and those of others, as is indicated by 

pronouns in the plural number.  

This prayer is found twice in the New Testament, being giv-

en by Christ on two different occasions. This, no doubt, is a 

hint for preachers to reiterate that which is of fundamental 

importance. The variations are significant. The language of 

Matthew 6:9 intimates that this prayer is given to us for a 

model, yet the words of Luke 11:2 indicate that it is to be 

used by us as a form. Like everything in Scripture, this pray-

er is perfect—perfect in its order, construction, and wording. 

Its order is adoration, supplication, and argumentation. Its 

petitions are seven in number. It is virtually an epitome of 

the Psalms and a most excellent summary of all prayer. Eve-

 

These words “Our Father” not 

only signify the office that God 

sustains to us by virtue of the 

everlasting covenant, but they 

also clearly imply our obligation.  

The Lords Prayer by AW Pink 
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It presents to us the great Object to whom we pray, teaches 

us the covenant office that He sustains to us, and denotes 

the obligation imposed upon us, namely, that of maintaining 

toward Him a filial spirit, with all that that entails. All real 

prayer ought to begin with a devout contemplation and to 

express an acknowledgment of the name of God and of His 

blessed perfections. We should draw near unto the Throne of 

Grace with suitable apprehensions of God’s sovereign majes-

ty and power, yet with a holy confidence in His fatherly 

goodness. In these opening words we are plainly instructed 

to preface our petitions by expressing the sense we have of 

the essential and relative glories of the One whom we ad-

dress. The Psalms abound in examples of this. See Psalm 8:1 

as a case in point. “Our Father which art in heaven.” Let us 

first endeavor to ascertain the general principle that is em-

bodied in this introductory clause. It informs us in the sim-

plest possible manner that the great God is most graciously 

ready to grant us an audience. By directing us to address 

Him as our Father, it definitely assures us of His love and 

power. This precious title is designed to 

raise our affections, to excite us to rever-

ent attention, and to confirm our confi-

dence in the efficacy of prayer. Three 

things are essential to acceptable and 

effectual prayer: fervency, reverence, and 

confidence. This opening clause is de-

signed to stir up each of these essential 

elements within us. Fervency is the effect 

of our affections being called into exercise; 

reverence will be promoted by an appre-

hension of the fact that we are addressing 

the heavenly throne; confidence will be 

deepened by viewing the Object of prayer 

as our Father.  

In coming to God in acts of worship, we must “believe that 

He is, and that He is a Rewarder of them that diligently seek 

Him” ( Hebrews 11:6).  

What is more calculated to deepen our confidence and to 

draw forth the strongest love and earnest hopes of our hearts 

toward God, than Christ’s presenting Him to us in His most 

tender aspect and endearing relation?  

How we are here encouraged to use holy boldness and to 

pour out our souls before Him! We could not suitably invoke 

an impersonal First Cause; still less could we adore or sup-

plicate a great abstraction. No, it is to a person, a Divine 

Person, One who has our best interests at heart, that we are 

invited to draw near, even to our Father. “Behold, what man-

ner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 

should be called the sons of God” ( 1 John 3:1).  

God is the Father of all men naturally, being their Creator. 

“Have we not all one Father? hath not one God created us?” ( 

Malachi 2:10). “But now, O Lord, Thou art our Father; we 

are the clay, and Thou our Potter; and we all are the work of 

Thy hand” ( Isaiah 64:8).  

The fact that such verses have been grossly perverted by 

pray ye.” We are to pray “with that reverence, humility, seri-

ousness, confidence in God, concern for His glory, love to 

mankind, submission, moderation in temporal things, and 

earnestness about spiritual things which it inculcates” 

(Thomas Scott). But in Luke 11:2 we find our Lord teaching 

this: “When ye pray, say ... ,” that is, we are to use His words 

as a formula. It is, then, the duty of Christ’s disciples in their 

praying both to use the Lord’s Prayer continually as a pat-

tern and sometimes as a form.  

As for those who object to the using of any form of prayer, let 

us remind them that God Himself often puts into the mouths 

of His needy people the very language that they are to em-

ploy in approaching Him. For example, the Lord says to Isra-

el, “Take with you words, and turn to the Lord: say unto 

Him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously” 

(Hosea 14:2).  

Doubtless, we need to be much on our guard against merely 

formal, and still more so against a superstitious, observance 

of the Lord’s Prayer.  

Nevertheless, we must as sedulously 

avoid going to the opposite extreme and 

never employing it at all. In the opinion of 

this writer, it ought to be reverently and 

feelingly recited once at every public ser-

vice and used daily at family worship. 

That it has been perverted by some, 

whose too frequent use thereof seems to 

amount to the “vain repetitions” that the 

Savior prohibited ( Matthew 6:7), is no 

valid reason why we should be altogether 

deprived of offering it at the Throne of 

Grace in the spirit that our Lord inculcat-

ed and in the very words that He dictated.  

In every expression, petition, and argument of this prayer, 

we see Jesus: He and the Father are one. He has a “Name” 

given Him which is above every name. He is the blessed and 

only Potentate, and His “Kingdom” ruleth over all. He is the 

“living bread” which came down from Heaven. He had power 

on earth to “forgive sins.” He is able to succor them that are 

“tempted.” He is the Angel that “redeems from all evil.” The 

Kingdom, power, and glory pertain unto Him. He is the ful-

fillment and confirmation of all Divine promises and gra-

cious assurances. Himself “the Amen, and faithful Witness.” 

Well did Tertullian term the Lord’s Prayer “The Gospel ab-

breviated.” The more clearly we understand the Gospel of 

the grace of God, “the Gospel of the glory of Christ,” the more 

shall we love this wonderful prayer, and glorying in the Gos-

pel which is “the power of God and the wisdom of God” to 

them that believe, we shall rejoice with joy unspeakable as 

we offer the Divinely prescribed petitions and expect gra-

cious answers (Thomas Houston).  

CHAPTER - THE ADDRESS “Our Father which art in heav-

en” (Matthew 6:9).  

This opening clause is a suitable preface to all that follows. 

 

Christ knew both our needs and 

the Father’s good will toward 

us, and thus He has mercifully 

supplied us with a simple yet 

comprehensive directory.  
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much is included in these two words! “Which art in heaven.” 

What a blessed balance this gives to the previous phrase. If 

that tells us of God’s goodness and grace, this speaks of His 

greatness and majesty. If that teaches us of the nearness 

and dearness of His relationship to us, this announces His 

infinite elevation above us. If the words “Our Father” inspire 

confidence and love, then the words “which art in heaven” 

should fill us with humility and awe. These are the two 

things that should ever occupy our minds and engage our 

hearts: the first without the second tends toward unholy 

familiarity; the second without the first produces coldness 

and dread. By combining them together, we are preserved 

from both evils; and a suitable equipoise is wrought and 

maintained in the soul as we duly contemplate both the mer-

cy and might of God, His unfathomable love and His im-

measurable loftiness. Note how the same blessed balance 

was preserved by the Apostle Paul, when he employed the 

following words to describe God the Father: “the God of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory” ( Ephesians 1:17).  

The words “which art in heaven” are not used because He is 

confined there. We are reminded of the words of King Solo-

mon: “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? behold, the 

heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain Thee; how 

much less this house that I have builded?” ( 1 Kings 8:27).  

God is infinite and omnipresent. There is a particular sense, 

though, in which the Father is “in heaven,” for that is the 

place in which His majesty and glory are most eminently 

manifested. “Thus saith the Lord, The heaven is My throne, 

and the earth is My footstool” ( Isaiah 66:1).  

The realization of this should fill us with the deepest rever-

ence and awe.  

The words “which art in heaven” call attention to His provi-

dence, declaring the fact that He is directing all things from 

on high. These words proclaim His ability to undertake for 

us, for our Father is the Almighty. “But our God is in the 

heavens: He hath done whatsoever He hath pleased” ( 

<19B503> Psalm 115:3).  

Yet though the Almighty, He is “our Father. ” “Like as a fa-

ther pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear 

Him” (Psalm 103:13). “If ye then, being evil, know how to 

give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your 

heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?” 

( Luke 11:13).  

Finally, these blessed words remind us that we are journey-

ing thither, for heaven is our home. 

some holding erroneous views on “the universal fatherhood 

of God and brotherhood of man,” must not cause us to utterly 

repudiate them. It is our privilege to assure the most ungod-

ly and abandoned that, if they will but throw down the 

weapons of their warfare and do as the prodigal did, there is 

a loving Father ready to welcome them. If He hears the cries 

of the ravens ( <19E709> Psalm 147:9), will He turn a deaf 

ear to the requests of a rational creature? Simon Magus, 

while still “in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniqui-

ty,” was directed by an apostle to repent of his wickedness 

and to pray to God ( Acts 8:22,23).  

But the depth and full import of this invocation can be en-

tered into only by the believing Christian, for there is a high-

er relation between him and God than that which is merely 

of nature. First, God is his Father spiritually.  

Second, God is the Father of His elect because He is the Fa-

ther of their Lord Jesus Christ ( Ephesians 1:3). Thus Christ 

expressly announced, “I ascend unto My Father, and your 

Father; and to My God, and your God” ( John 20:17).  

Third, God is the Father of His elect by eternal decree: 

“Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by 

Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of 

His will” ( Ephesians 1:5).  

Fourth, He is the Father of His elect by regeneration, where-

in they are born again and become “partakers of the Divine 

nature” ( 2 Peter 1:4).  

It is written, “And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth 

the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father” ( 

Galatians 4:6).  

These words “Our Father” not only signify the office that 

God sustains to us by virtue of the everlasting covenant, but 

they also clearly imply our obligation. They teach us both 

how we ought to dispose ourselves toward God when we pray 

to Him, and the conduct that is becoming to us by virtue of 

this relationship. As His children we must “honor” Him 

(even more than our human parents; see Exodus 20:12; 

Ephesians 6:1-3), be in subjection to Him, delight in Him, 

and strive in all things to please Him. Again, the phrase 

“Our Father” not only teaches us our personal interest in 

God Himself, who by grace is our Father, but it also in-

structs us of our interest in our fellow Christians, who in 

Christ are our brethren. It is not merely to “my Father” to 

whom I pray, but to “our Father.” We must express our love 

to our brethren by praying for them; we are to be as much 

concerned about their needs as we are over our own. How 
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In Part 2 of “The Age of Deceit,” we began to explore the 

“devices,” or M.O. of Satan by which he has deceived man-

kind since the dawn of time. We witnessed how a simple 

conversation with the wrong type of person can easily slip 

into Satan’s devices of Contradiction, Condescension, and 

ultimately Deconstruction. 

From Eden to the End-Times scenario, Satan is following a 

predictable pattern of deception. What does the Bible have 

to say about the End Times? 

Matthew’s Gospel gives us the response of Jesus to this 

question. 

“And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came 

unto him privately, saying, ‘Tell us, when shall these things 

be? and what [shall be] the sign of thy coming, and of the end 

of the world?’ And Jesus answered and said unto them, ‘Take 

heed that no man deceive you.’ ”  Matthew 24:3,4 

The apostle Paul expands on this by stating, 

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times 

some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing 

spirits, and doctrines of devils;”  1 Timothy 4:1 

The Age of Deceit - Part 3 by Ron Matsen 

China –  On August 2, a preacher from the heavily perse-

cuted Early Rain Covenant Church (ERCC) was taken away 

by the police from home for allegedly violating COVID proto-

cols. Preacher Wu has been facing repeated harassment 

from the authorities for serving at the Chengdu-based house 

church. He has been detained, his tires punctured, and the 

fire door outside of his home chained in the last year alone. 

The authorities threatened that as long as he serves at 

ERCC, they will continue to intensify their control and 

crackdown against him.  

Ethiopa –  On Friday, July 29, over 150 members of the al-

Qaeda affiliated extremist group, Al-Shabaab, were killed by 

Ethiopian forces during a fight near the Somalia border. 

This battle is the most recent development in the ongoing 

and complicated conflict in Ethiopia where the government 

has tried to tame the rising insurgency, while, at the same 

time, dealing with paramilitary groups in two parts of the 

country and negotiating a peace treaty in a third region.    

 

Prayer Needs — www.persecution.org 

A doctrine is defined as “the codification of beliefs or a body 

of teachings or instructions, taught principles or positions, 

as the body of teachings in a branch of knowledge or belief 

system.” Simply put, a doctrine is the formalized expression 

of a foundational belief. 

Deception by Disinformation 

What are these “doctrines of devils” Paul warns us about? 

Satan often relies on deception through disinformation. Mis-

information is defined as an accidental untruth, where disin-

formation is the intentional misrepresentation of the truth. 

Therefore, doctrines of devils are creeds that offer counter-

feit truths. 

Paul expressed his fear for the wayward church in Corinth 

by saying, 

“But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve 

through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from 

the simplicity that is in Christ. For if he that cometh 

preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if 

ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or an-

other gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear 

with him.”   2 Corinthians 11:3,4 

Other Headlines: 

• Six Christian Women Jailed in India 

• Nigerian Government Silent as Militants Kill Farmers 

in Rural Communities 

• Printing Houses’ Fear of Government Crackdown 

Threatens to Cause Shortage of Bibles in Hong Kong  

• Christian Father and Son Stabbed in Egypt in String of 

Incidents 

• Slow Progress for Prisoner Rights in Pakistan 

• Turkish Textbook Touts Armed Jihad 

• Christians Prevented from Worshipping in Burkina 

Faso 

• Hmong Christians Suffering Daily Persecution in Vi-

etnam 

• New President Angers Christians in Sri Lanka 
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Paul points to a chilling parallel; “as the serpent deceived 

Eve…”  Paul then warns of 3 deceptions that they “may well 

put up with.” 

1. Another Jesus 

2. Another Spirit 

3. Another Gospel 

Another Jesus 

As Jesus was warning His disciples during His end-times 

discourse, He told them, 

“For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and 

shall deceive many.” John, the apostle, declared, “Who is a 

liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is anti-

christ, that denieth the Father and the Son. Whosoever de-

nieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: but he that 

acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also.”  1 John 2:22,23 

The deception of the antichrist is to present a “pseudo-

Christ” (an alternative Christ). Not eve-

ryone who names the name of Jesus 

means the same person as revealed in the 

Bible. 

The Muslims say they believe in Jesus. 

But Muslims describe Jesus as “Isa. His 

message was pure Islam, ‘surrender to 

Allah.’” They go on to assert that “Isa’s 

original disciples were also true Muslims, 

for they said ‘We believe. Bear witness 

that we have surrendered. We are Mus-

lims.’” Although the apostle Paul claims 

that the crucifixion and resurrection of 

Jesus is the true Gospel, the Muslims 

claim that although Christians believe “Isa died on a cross, 

and Jews claim they killed him, in reality he was not killed 

or crucified, and those who said he was crucified lied.” 

The Mormons say they believe in Jesus. But they do not be-

lieve that Jesus was born of the virgin as described in the 

Bible. They proclaim that “the birth of the Saviour was as 

natural as are the births of our children; it was the result of 

natural action. He partook of flesh and blood - was begotten 

of his Father, as we were of our fathers.” They go on to say 

that “Jesus is the literal spirit-brother of Lucifer, a crea-

tion.” 

The Jehovah Witnesses say they believe in Jesus. But they 

teach that “the Son of God was known as Michael before he 

came to earth.” In the J.W. version of the Bible, John 1:1 

reads, “In the beginning was the Word. The Word was with 

God, and the Word was a god.” They suggest that Jesus “was 

a powerful godlike one. Clearly, Jesus is not Almighty God.” 

The Roman Catholics say they believe in Jesus. But in their 

veneration of Mary, they define a diminished Jesus. The 

Jesus of Roman Catholic doctrine is eternally connected and 

dependent on His mother Mary. She is “the Queen over all 

things”, our “Advocate, Helper, Benefactress, and Mediatrix, 

who is “full of grace”, the “Mother of God and our mother.” It 

was Mary who “crushed the poisonous head of the most cruel 

serpent and brought salvation to the world”. It is she who 

“delivers our souls from death”, and “continues to bring us 

the gifts of eternal salvation”. 

There is so much more that could be said of the Hollywood 

Jesus and the Jesus of numerous cults, that all present an-

other Jesus. Jesus is not defined by what others believe and 

teach about Him, but He is defined by Scripture only. Clear-

ly, we are living in the days when there are many misrepre-

sentations of the Jesus of the Bible. 

Another Spirit 

Often spiritual deception is accomplished primarily through 

the working of counterfeit miracles. Concerning the anti-

christ, the apostle Paul warned, 

“Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with 

all power and signs and lying wonders, 

And with all deceivableness of unright-

eousness in them that perish; because they 

received not the love of the truth, that they 

might be saved.”    2 Thessalonians 2:9,10 

Paul identifies three areas of potential 

spiritual deception: 

1. Power, 

2. Signs, and 

3. Lying wonders. 

Counterfeit Power – The Book of Acts 

gives us insight into this area of concern. 

“But there was a certain man, called Simon, which before-

time in the same city used sorcery, and bewitched the people 

of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one: To 

whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, say-

ing, This man is the great power of God. And to him they had 

regard, because that of long time he had bewitched them with 

sorceries.”  Acts 8:9-11 

Therefore, Simon used sorcery to demonstrate enough spir-

itual power that the people referred to him as “the great 

power of God.” 

Counterfeit Signs – Exodus chapters 7 and 8 detail the 

works of the Egyptian magicians. They were able to mimic 

the first 4 miracles that God worked by the hand of Moses 

before Pharaoh. We also read that because of these signs 

produced by his magicians his heart grew hard against the 

commands of God. 

Counterfeit Wonders – What is a “wonder?” It comes from 

the Greek word “teras” which means “an exceptional event” 

or “omen.” It is used only 16 times in the New Testament, 13 

times speaking of the Works of God. If “power, signs, and 

 

“But you be watchful in all 

things, endure afflictions, do the 

work of an evangelist, fulfill your 

ministry.” 



wonders” can be produced by both God and Satan how can 

we know which are of God? 

John gives us a simple test. 

“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether 

they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out 

into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit 

that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of 

God: And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is 

come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of anti-

christ, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even 

now already is it in the world.”  1 John 4:1-3 

Spiritual discernment requires testing. It starts with 

“comparing spiritual things with spiritual” things like the 

Bible. The authentic Holy Spirit will never contradict the 

Scriptures. Therefore, never use our “natural mind” to dis-

cern the activity of the Spirit. The truly spiritual “judge all 

things” to determine what is from God. 

Another Gospel 

The last commandment of Jesus before 

His ascension was for His disciples to 

“…Go ye into all the world, and preach 

the gospel to every creature.” The simple 

meaning of the word “gospel” is the “good 

news.” The apostle Paul gave us a sum-

mary of the Gospel. 

“For I delivered unto you first of all that 

which I also received, how that Christ 

died for our sins according to the scrip-

tures; And that he was buried, and that 

he rose again the third day according to 

the scriptures:”  1 Corinthians 15:3,4 KJV 

As the early Church went out to fulfill Christ’s command-

ment, they presented: 

1. The Events that provided reconciliation between a Holy 

God and sinful man which were the Crucifixion and the 

Resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

2. The Demands of reconciliation which are Repentance 

and Faith, and 

3. The Promises of reconciliation which are the Forgiveness 

of Sin and the Gift of the Holy Spirit 

In an attempt to see membership increase, some modern 

churches have strayed into non-Biblical practices that actu-

ally eclipse the presentation of the true gospel message. 

These types of conversions require no understanding of God, 

sin, judgment, nor atonement. 

Absent are the core elements of the true gospel that it leaves 

the hearer to determine for themselves which Jesus they 

choose to believe in. For many, this leads to a metaphysical, 

self-validated experience that ultimately does not bring these 

new “believers” into a real understanding of the Biblical con-

ditions for reconciliation with God. 

This is a wide-reaching, experience-based Christianity, which 

seems to allow each participant to follow their own emotions 

as a guide to truth. The emersion of the senses is at the heart 

of this type of religious experience. Entertainment and exci-

tation become key elements in their church services. This 

becomes showtime for the sheep. 

It also engenders a type of Feel-Good-Factor-Faith Christian-

ity that appeals to those who are looking to basically improve 

their current life situation. Health, wealth, and prosperity 

are the key inducements for these followers. There is no 

downside with this gospel message. The hearer only needs to 

embrace the abundant life that is promised by these preach-

ers. 

Sadly, these alternative gospels present a man-centered mes-

sage that often presents a cross-less Christ; a Christ whose 

sole purpose it to bless and benefit mankind. Jesus warned, 

“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is 

the gate, and broad is the way, that 

leadeth to destruction, and many there be 

which go in there at: Because strait is the 

gate, and narrow is the way, which 

leadeth unto life, and few there be that 

find it.”  Matthew 7:13,14 KJV 

Jesus then emphasizes this truth by stat-

ing, 

“Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, 

Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 

heaven; but he that doeth the will of my 

Father which is in heaven. Many will say 

to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 

name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name 

done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto 

them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniqui-

ty.”  Matthew 7:21-23 

Combating Satan’s Disinformation 

What can we do in this age of deception? Paul told his disci-

ple Timothy, 

“I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, 

who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and 

His kingdom: Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of 

season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and 

teaching. For the time will come when they will not endure 

sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because 

they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teach-

ers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be 

turned aside to fables. But you be watchful in all things, en-

dure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your min-

istry.”  2 Timothy 4:1-5 

https://www.khouse.org/articles/2021/1413/ 
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From Eden to the End-Times 

scenario, Satan is following a 

predictable pattern of 

deception.  
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The Crisis at Kadesh-Barnea 

The writer of the Epistle continually relies on the crisis at 

Kadesh-Barnea (Numbers 13 and 14) to draw his primary in-

sights: Israel’s lack of faith at the threatening report of ten 

(of the twelve) spies caused them to balk at entering the 

Land. Their lack of faith deeply grieved the Lord, of course. 

What is widely overlooked, however, is that they were for-

given. However, they still were disinherited, because of a 

sworn oath, and that is the key point by the writer in several 

of the issues addressed in the Epistle. 

The writer applies the same argument regarding the 

“repentance” that was not available to Esau, who “found no 

place of repentance though he sought it carefully with 

tears.” Let’s realize that the word for “repentance” (meta,noia 

metanoia), refers to a change of mind, as it appears to one 

who repents of a purpose he has formed or 

of something he has done. It was Isaac’s 

repentance that was lacking, not Esau’s. 

So it also seems possible that in Hebrews 

6, it may be God whose repentance is in 

view, not the readers’. Even though for-

giveness may be granted, it could be God  

who does not  “change His mind” regard-

ing the inheritance issue since He had 

sworn an oath regarding the matter. This 

is a provocative alternative perspective to 

reflect upon. 

An Amicus Brief? 

There is an unusual concept available in our law courts: 

an Amicus curiae, a friend of the court. This refers to a by-

stander who interposes and volunteers information upon 

some matter to which the judge may be doubtful or mistaken, 

or when there is a danger of doing a wrong thing. Such a 

“third party”—not a direct party in interest—can offer an  

Amicus brief, as a friend of the court, for whatever assistance 

it may provide. 

Paul was, in a sense, in that kind of a position. Since he re-

garded Jesus Christ as The Apostle to the Jews, and since 

Paul was specifically called as the apostle to the Gentiles, to 

officially step in and address Jewish believers could consti-

tute a kind of presumptuous supererogation. 

This would also explain why he deliberately left the epis-

tle unsigned. He simply put forth a series of self-sufficient 

arguments which rely on the very Scriptures his audience 

was bound to accept as authoritative. If appended with Paul’s 

signature, this could have negatively prejudiced Jewish be-

lievers (much as it still does to Judaizers to this very day!) 

The critical issue before the readers was not their salvation: 

The Epistle to the Hebrews is widely regarded as one of the 

most difficult of books, enigmatic to those who fail to recog-

nize the status of (and the issues confronting) the specific 

readers who are being addressed. In our previous article on 

this challenging book, we focused on the mysteries surround-

ing its authorship and its role in the Trilogy on Habakkuk 

2:4  

But perhaps the most disturbing concern seems to center 

around its ostensible attack on the eternal security of the 

believer, particularly in the lengthy sentence in Hebrews 6: 

For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and 

have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of 

the Holy Ghost, And have tasted the good word of God, and 

the powers of the world to come, If they shall fall away, to 

renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to 

themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open 

shame.  Hebrews 6:4-6 

Since the readers of this Epistle were 

definitely saved believers, this would 

seem to create a paradox regarding eter-

nal security. 

Exegetical Analysis 

The exegesis of the Greek grammar is 

very challenging: the long sentence con-

sists of a string of participles that modify 

the adjective “impossible.” This impossi-

bility is modified, however, by two contin-

uous action participles. The grammar of 

the pas-sage connotes that the main verb 

of the sentence (i.e., the verb “to be”) and the descriptive ao-

rist participles that modify it in verses 4-5 are all limited and 

defined by the present tense of the participles in verse 6. 

After a person stops those two actions, at which time those 

behaviors become past tense activities as soon as they are 

ceased, the impossibility of renewal or restoration no longer 

applies, since they no longer are present tense activities re-

lating to the word “impossible.” 

However, in any case, the impossibility referred to is an im-

possibility to restore repentance, not to restore salvation, 

and the restoration of the repentance is connoted by the 

verbs as occur-ring only during the time of the various verbs 

described by the two present participles. Once these two pre-

sent actions cease, the impossibility is removed. Thus, nei-

ther permanent loss of repentance (let alone any loss of sal-

vation, for that matter) is mentioned in this verse. 

Beyond the exegetical technicalities of the Greek, however, 

there is an even more basic issue involved: whose  

“repentance” is in view? 

 

Oh, if we could ... recognize now 

how our eternal destiny then is 

going to be impacted by our 

faithfulness here and now. 

A Glimpse of Hebrews... A Major Biblical Enigma by Chuck Missler 
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it was their inheritance! They were to press on to spiritual maturity: to become a metachoi, a 

partaker, an overcomer. There are at least five specific warnings in this epistle that build on 

each other to hammer home that crucial theme. 

Are you a metachoi? If not, how do you become one? What do you miss if you don’t? 

The Scripture says that, in heaven, God shall wipe away all tears from our eyes. Why are 

there any tears in heaven? (There are no shortages, no lack of the knowledge of God, no death, 

no sorrow, no pain, etc.) Why are there any tears at all? 

I suspect that we may become overwhelmed as we realize our lost opportunities! When we look 

back and recall the time we wasted, the numerous ways we might have better taken ad-

vantage of this brief “boot camp” we call life, during which we might have been more diligent 

on behalf of our Savior and King! 

Oh, if we could just develop a “Kingdom Perspective,” and recognize now how our eternal des-

tiny then is going to be impacted by our faithfulness here and now. 

How devoutly to be wished, indeed! 

This is an amazing epistle—directed to the sophisticated believer, not the novitiate. It is a call 

to graduate from the children’s milk to the mature meat of the Word. 

It’s your call. Pray about it. 

https://www.khouse.org/articles/2008/791/ 

“It is a great thing to be a Christian. The very name is a noble one, beyond all the noble 

names of earth. The thing itself is inconceivably blessed and glorious. Much, then, is 

expected of you. Do not disgrace the old family name. Do nothing unworthy of Him who 

represents you in heaven, and whom you represent on earth. He is faithful to you; be 

you so to Him. Let men know what a Lord and Master you serve. Be His witnesses; be 

His mirrors; be His living epistles. Let Him speak through you to the world. Let your life 

tell your fellow-men what He is, and what He is to you. Speak well of Him to men, as He 

speaks well of you to God. He has honoured you by giving you His name; He has blessed 

you by conferring on you sonship, and royalty, and an eternal heritage: see that you do 

justice to His love, and magnify His greatness.”  

—Horatius Bonar, Follow the Lamb, 1861. 
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