
October is one the my most favorite times of the year, the changing from Summer to Fall. All 

the changes that take place are just beautiful to me. The temperature moderates. There is a 

bite in the air in the morning. The leaves change to vibrant colors. The Lord God of Heaven 

and Earth displays His glorious design in the creation of life, death and renewal. The only 

thing that blunts my enthusiasm for this season is dealing with all the leaves that die and cov-

er the yard! On the other hand, the dying of the leaves, the trees and plants going dormant 

inevitably reminds me death and the losses of loved ones or impending losses. It puts me in a 

very melancholy and somber mood. Also, 2022 has continued the challenges wrought in 2021. 

Many in Florida and South Carolina and Cuba just suffered from the vicious hurricane Ian. It 

has left a terrible path of devastation and loss of life that is still being tallied. The wars and 

earthquakes continue along with deteriorating economic conditions all over. What's really hap-

pening? Who is in control? Why is all this happening? 

When we look at the world around us today everyone has the same evidence. Who do you really 

believe is in charge? Where do you go for facts? Who or what is your source for truth? Can they 

be trusted? Look at the evidence and then evaluate what’s “true” or what is real. Is there a 

difference between normal and real? Have you inadvertently fallen for the lies of the Evil One 

as has been expressed by the enemies God?  Are you allowing them to set your evaluation of 

your reality that denies Almighty God? Remember all those “God deniers” are either railing at 

God or denying His Sovereignty! Those who cover up the truth of God in a feeble attempt to 

hide Him and fight against His ways are bent on deceiving you and robbing you of your joy and 

security? 

Were it not for the wonderful truth in the Word of God about our life, death and resurrection in 

Christ Jesus and His influence in my life, my melancholy would quickly spiral into depression 

and despair. It is that even through these losses of loved ones once alive and vibrant, their 

death is an inevitable part of life. Only our Heavenly Father makes our losses glorious in 

Christ Jesus. He explains the sense of our going to sleep after a life of living for Him, showing 

off His workmanship as the beautiful foliage shows us in the Spring. As Fall turns to Winter 

and then comes Spring, the season of resurrection, we should marvel, not despair. We should 

glory in His creation and praise His holy name. He has prepared for our life, death and resur-

rection as the seasons show! This is our “normal”! We are in Christ Jesus! 

The Apostle Paul puts it this way for us in 1 Corinthians 15:50-58: “Now I say this, brethren, 

that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the 

imperishable. Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a 

moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the 

dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For this imperishable must put on 

the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. But when this perishable will have 

put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about 

the saying that is written, ‘O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS 

YOUR STING?’ The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, 

who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
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Now Is the Day of Salvation by Charles H. Spurgeon (1834-1892) 

We frequently hear the question discussed as to which are 

the best times. Some are perpetually singing the praises of 

the “good old times”; though, if one reads the page of history, 

it does not appear that the old times deserve any very spe-

cial praise, unless oppression, ignorance, persecution, and 

abundant suffering deserve to be the theme of song. It is the 

common habit of the fathers, with tears in their eyes, to say, 

“The former days were better than these,” but we have the 

wisdom of Solomon on our side when we tell them they do 

not enquire wisely concerning this. “Say not thou, What is 

the cause that the former days were better than these? for 

thou dost not enquire wisely concerning this” (Ecc 7:10). 

Others there be who are always boasting of the present 

eventful period. There was none like it: this is the era of in-

vention and of progress, the age of liberty and of light, when 

slavery must cast away her fetters, and superstition must 

hide herself among her congenial associates, the moles and 

bats. But I cannot perceive that this century is so much the 

age of gold as to need any very enthusiastic praises. Its 

greatest virtues are counterbalanced by greater sins; and the 

progress which has been made towards liberty has scarcely 

kept pace with its advance towards licentiousness: the barri-

ers have been broken down, it is true, but in some places the 

bulwarks have fallen too. Many there be who with bright 

eyes are looking forward to the future, and their declaration 

is that the “good time is coming,” if we but “wait a little long-

er”; if we will but look ahead, until this beast shall have 

been slain, that vial shall have been poured out, and the 

other seal shall have been broken, then it is that we shall 

arrive at halcyon times. We agree with these watchful wait-

ers: the age of gold is yet to come; the Advent is the world’s 

best and brightest hope, insomuch that every lover of his 

kind may importunately cry out, “Come quickly; yea, come 

quickly, Lord Jesus.” 

But there is one thought which should not leave us when 

talking about times and seasons, namely, that now, now, 

just now, this present flying moment, the second that is 

being recorded by the ticking of yonder clock, is the only 

time which we have to work with. I can do nothing with the 

days that are past, I can do nothing with the days future—

yet I reach out towards them—but I cannot improve them. 

The past and [future] are fields far beyond the reach of my 

culture. I can neither plough nor sow the future, nor can I 

prune and correct the past. For practical purposes, the only 

time I have is that which is just now passing. Did I say I had 

it? While I said I had it, it is gone, like the meteor that dash-

es down the sky, the eagle that flies afar, or the swift ships 

that disappear beyond the horizon. 

Time present is the only time I may ever have. Ere any fu-

ture shall have become present, I may be merged in eternity. 

As far as I know, this day may be the end of my life’s career, 

and when yonder sun sinks to his rest, I may sink to my rest 

also, so far as time is concerned. If there be more time allot-

ted to me, yet it will never come to me in any other guise and 

form than as time present. I call it future now, but when I 

get, say, to 1866 or 1880, it will be just like these moments: 

it will be to me present then. Consequently, for practical 

purposes, however much we may speculate upon the past or 

the future, the present moment is the only time we have, 

may have, or ever can have; and it becomes important that 

all our thoughts should be centered upon it, if we would 

make our “calling and election sure” (2Pe 1:10). Our text 

directs us to that solemn employment, and it does so by a 

very telling argument. 

You perceive that our text is a quotation. How ought we to 

value the Old Testament! If inspired men of God, who spoke 

by the Holy Ghost, yet quoted the Old Testament, how valu-

able must be its be-jewelled sentences! The apostle here 

quotes from the forty-ninth chapter of Isaiah, the eighth 

verse. In that passage the Lord God is speaking to the Mes-

siah, speaking to our Lord Jesus Christ, and He says to Him, 

“In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day of 

salvation have I helped thee.” The first part, then, of this 

verse is a quotation from Isaiah; the second part of the verse 

is Paul’s commen-tary upon the passage, “Behold, now is the 

accepted time.” He takes his text from the Old Testament, 

but he gives us a New Testament sermon upon it. Let us try 

if we can catch the apostle’s meaning. 

steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the 

Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.” 

All of us know there is the Fall of our lives, it is coming. Now 

more than any other time of our lives our normal with Al-

mighty God should be set! Spurgeon puts it this way in his 

devotional work, Morning and Evening: “He who does not 

prepare for death is more than an ordinary fool, he is a mad-

man.”  Glory be to our God and Father, Jesus Christ and the 

Holy Spirit who has established our “normal”  of eternal life 

in His unchangeable salvation, eternal life with His love and 

glory! Dear one, “Stay Under the Shadow of the Almighty!” 

    Pastor Robert 

Wisdom is seen when professors walk not as fools in a 

vain, careless, and sinful manner but as wise. This 

they do when they walk as the Word of God directs 

them; when they walk uprightly according to the gos-

pel; when they walk as they have Christ for an exam-

ple; and when they walk not after the flesh but after 

the Spirit. One special and particular instance of 

their walking wisely is redeeming the time because 

the days are evil, which is done when they lose no 

opportunity of doing good to others.—Richard Sibbes 



Page 3 October 2022 

When Paul was reading in Isaiah, he perceived that the Lord 

Jeho-vah had expressly said “to him whom man despiseth, to 

him whom the nation abhorreth [and who is this but the 

Lord Jesus?]...In an acceptable time have I heard thee” (Isa 

49:7-8). Jesus’ sighs, tears, and bloody sweat in the garden of 

Gethsemane did not fall unheeded; like the blood of Abel, 

they cried from the ground and were heard acceptably 

above. An answer was given. This was plainly proved by the 

descent of the angel to strengthen the Savior; so the pro-

phetic words add, “In a time accepted, and in the day of sal-

vation have I succoured thee” (2Co 6:2). The apostle infers 

from this that inasmuch as God hath accepted Christ, the 

representative of His people, He hath thereby ushered in an 

era of acceptance. Acceptance given to the Savior is, in the 

apostle’s view, acceptance given to sinners. Inasmuch as 

Christ is heard—He prayed not for Himself, but for us—

there is therefore an accepted time for us begun and com-

menced from the day when Christ went up to the tree, 

stretched His hands to the nails, bowed His head to death, 

and said, “It is finished” (Joh 19:30). Para-phrase the text 

thus: “I have heard Jesus, the Surety, in an acceptable time; 

in the day of salvation have I succoured Him, the mighty Sav

ior; and therefore to you, my people, to you, poor lost and 

wandering sinners, to you, now is the accepted time; now is 

the day of salvation.” If Christ had not died, there would 

never have been a day of salvation. If Christ had not been 

heard and accepted, an accepted time could never have come 

to us. But since He, man’s representative, hath obtained fa-

vor in the eyes of God, and through His complete work hath 

forever settled that favor upon Himself, there is favor in the 

heart of God to those whom Christ represented, even to those 

transgressors for whom He maketh intercession. 

My dear friend, it is not what I mean: it is what Scripture 

means. “Now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of 

salvation!” The moment a sinner trusts in Christ, he is 

saved, and if thou trustest Him now, it is the day of salvation 

to thee. 

Will you kindly look at that text? Just open your Bibles now, 

and look at it—you, especially, who are unconverted, wheth-

er my hearers or readers. It has two fingerposts to point to it: 

two beholds. “Behold, now is the accepted time.” Now, stop 

and look at that. Do you believe it? Say “Yes,” or “No.” There 

is another “Behold”—“Behold, now is the day of salvation.” 

Do you believe that? I have asked you to look at the text be-

cause I want you to look in its face, and, if you dare, say, 

“That is a lie.” No, you do not dare to say that. Then if you do 

not sermon upon it. Let us try if we can catch the apostle’s 

meaning. 

When Paul was reading in Isaiah, he perceived that the Lord 

Jeho-vah had expressly said “to him whom man despiseth, to 

him whom the nation abhorreth [and who is this but the 

Lord Jesus?]...In an acceptable time have I heard thee” (Isa 

49:7-8). Jesus’ sighs, tears, and bloody sweat in the garden of 

Gethsemane did not fall unheeded; like the blood of Abel, 

they cried from the ground and were heard acceptably 

above. An answer was given. This was plainly proved by the 

descent of the angel to strengthen the Savior; so the pro-

phetic words add, “In a time accepted, and in the day of sal-

vation have I succoured thee” (2Co 6:2). The apostle infers 

from this that inasmuch as God hath accepted Christ, the 

representative of His people, He hath thereby ushered in an 

era of acceptance. Acceptance given to the Savior is, in the 

apostle’s view, acceptance given to sinners. Inasmuch as 

Christ is heard—He prayed not for Himself, but for us—

there is therefore an accepted time for us begun and com-

menced from the day when Christ went up to the tree, 

stretched His hands to the nails, bowed His head to death, 

and said, “It is finished” (Joh 19:30). Para-phrase the text 

thus: “I have heard Jesus, the Surety, in an acceptable time; 

in the day of salvation have I succoured Him, the mighty Sav

ior; and therefore to you, my people, to you, poor lost and 

wandering sinners, to you, now is the accepted time; now is 

the day of salvation.” If Christ had not died, there would 

never have been a day of salvation. If Christ had not been 

heard and accepted, an accepted time could never have come 

to us. But since He, man’s representative, hath obtained fa-

vor in the eyes of God, and through His complete work hath 

forever settled that favor upon Himself, there is favor in the 

heart of God to those whom Christ represented, even to those 

transgressors for whom He maketh intercession. 

My dear friend, it is not what I mean: it is what Scripture 

means. “Now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of 

salvation!” The moment a sinner trusts in Christ, he is 

saved, and if thou trustest Him now, it is the day of salvation 

to thee. 

Will you kindly look at that text? Just open your Bibles now, 

and look at it—you, especially, who are unconverted, wheth-

er my hearers or readers. It has two fingerposts to point to it: 

two beholds. “Behold, now is the accepted time.” Now, stop 

and look at that. Do you believe it? Say “Yes,” or “No.” There 

is another “Behold”—“Behold, now is the day of salvation.” 

Do you believe that? I have asked you to look at the text be-

cause I want you to look in its face, and, if you dare, say, 

“That is a lie.” No, you do not dare to say that. Then if you do 

not delight in the society of Christ; they are now blest with 

communion with all the glorified spirits. They are now rest-

ing from their labors, their toils, their sufferings; they are 

now full of joys, while to their golden harps they sing; they 

are just now satisfied with the favor and are full of the good-

ness of the Lord. They are now knowing what they knew not 

here, knowing even as they are known; they are now more 

than conquerors, waving their palm branches; they are now 

safely shut in from all fear of danger; they are now perfect, 

without taint of sin or remnant of corruption; they are now 

supremely blest. I merely point the finger where my wing 

cannot carry me, and where my eye cannot see. Such are 

your friends who have departed. Your wife is there now, your 

little infant children are there, your brother is there, your 

grandsire is there, and we, if we should now die, blessed be 
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31st   Debbie Magdziarz 

the name of God, many of us should know what they know and taste what they 

enjoy in an instant. 

This is a dreary thought: now in hell! Some of my hearers who listened to me last 

year, and in the years that are past, are now—now— in hell! Now, where no hope 

can come; now, where no gospel shall ever be preached; now, where they bitterly 

regret their wasted Sabbaths and despised opportunities; now, where memory 

holds a dread-ful reign, reminding them of all their sins; now, “Where their worm 

dieth not, and the fire is not quenched” (Mar 9:44); where they gnaw their fire-

tormented tongues in vain; now, where God’s fury is mani-fested to the full in 

Tophet’s hideous fire; now, where devils, once their tempters, become their tor-

mentors; now, where sinners who kept jovial company help to increase the doleful 

miserere of sighs, groans, weeping, and gnashing of teeth; now, accursed of God, 

accursed for ever and ever! And within a moment, that may be the lot of every 

sinner here. Within the twinkling of an eye, there is not a man or woman among 

us out of Christ who may not know this. One drop of blood goes wrong—a thou-

sand chances, as we say, may cause it— and hell is your portion...“Great God! On 

what a feeble thread hang everlasting things!” 

While we are in this danger, we are passing on to our doom: “We nightly pitch our 

moving tent, a day’s march nearer home.” But where is that home to be with you, 

unconverted ones? 

When the express trains first began to run to Scotland, there was seen at the sta-

tion, one evening, a gentleman tall and thin, whose cheek had the consumptive 

mark upon it. The porters asked him several questions about his luggage, of 

which there was a good deal, and when he had been asked several times by differ-

ent persons, an-other came up and said, “Where are you going, sir?” Being of short 

temper and in great haste, he said, “To hell!” A servant of Christ passed by at 

that moment and heard the answer. He sought to get in the same carriage and 

did so, but at the other end of it. And this gentleman was talking very freely to 

different persons upon common top-ics, and the man thought, “I will get a word 

in, if I can.” So, he joined in the general tenor of the conversation until they 

alighted at a refreshment station, when, taking the opportunity, he said to the 

gen-tleman, “When do you expect to get to the end of your journey?” “Oh,” said he, 

“I am going to cross at such-and-such a town by the boat tonight and hope to get 

to my journey’s end about twelve o’clock tomorrow morning.” The man said, “I 

think you misunderstand my question. You said, when the porter asked you just 

now where you were going, that you were going to a very different place.” “Ah! 

Yes, I recollect I did,” said the gentleman, “but I am sometimes very hasty.” The 

other said to him, “Was it true? Are you going to hell? If so, when do you expect to 

get there?” And he began to talk to him about that sickness that he could see so 

certainly in his cheek and warned him that unless he sought another road and 

fled to Christ the only Refuge, he would certainly reach that dreadful end. 

There are some in this place who, if they were labelled this morning as to where 

they are going, would have to be directed “to hell.” You know that this is the case. 

And when will you get to your jour-ney’s end? Some here may live another fifty 

years. I pray God that that question of mine may haunt you, and if it be never 

blessed to you before, may it be then: “When will you get to your journey’s end?” 

When will you arrive in hell? This morning may some of you in your hearts say, “I 

am journeying thither, but, by the grace of God, I have come to a dead halt, and 

not another inch will I go. Lord, make me ready to go to heaven, give me now to 

trust the Savior that I may live.” May God bless these feeble words of mine to His 

glory and your profit. Amen. 
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Operation Christmas Child 

A reminder that shoeboxes will be 

due the middle of November, if you 

wish to contribute. 

More information to follow. 

The doctrine of union with Christ is central to understanding 

the riches of God’s grace in the gospel and all of its implica-

tions. Whether it be from the words of Jesus Himself, partic-

ularly in passages such as John 15, or from the Epistles satu-

rated with phrases such as “in Him,” “through Him,” and “by 

Him,” it is evident that union with Christ is essential for both 

defining what Christians are and what we possess. Moreover, 

this union has tremendous implications within the context of 

Christian fellowship. 

We are familiar with the biblical language that likens the 

corporate body of believers to a single human body (Rom. 

12:4–5; 1 Cor. 12:12–27; Eph. 4:15–16). The basis for such 

metaphors is the faith of individual Christians in a common 

body of truth, that is, the gospel. The Apostle John expresses 

it this way: “That which we have seen and heard we proclaim 

also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and 

indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son 

Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3; see also 1 Cor. 15:1–2). Or, consid-

er the Apostle Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 1:2: “To the 

church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ 

Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every 

place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their 

Lord and ours.” As important as our secondary doctrines are 

(those that determine our denominational affiliations and 

local church choices), what unites us as Christians is our 

faith in what Jude calls “our common salvation” and “the 

faith that was once for all delivered to the saints” (v. 3). 

At the risk of sounding like a minimalist or reductionist, our 

union with Christ ought to cause us to be collegial and gra-

cious in our disputes, debates, and dialogues with others who 

also “call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,” but with 

whom we may have significant differences on various points. 

Our consciences and respective confessions may not allow us 

to worship together or even cooperate in different endeavors, 

but our mindset should be that those who look by faith to the 

person and work of Jesus Christ for their salvation are, as far 

as we are able to tell (as no one knows the heart of another), 

brothers and sisters in the faith. 

In Ephesians 1:15 and Colossians 1:4, Paul commends his 

readers for their “love for all the saints.” We would do well to 

foster such a spirit. We should not treat professing Chris-

tians in our families, on our jobs, and in our neighborhoods 

as if they had a contagious disease when we have minor doc-

trinal differences with them. Rather, we should see them as 

those for whom Christ died. We should not be ready to attack 

on those points of disagreement but to seek gracious ways to 

show them a more excellent way. If meekness and humility 

are to characterize how we defend the faith before unbeliev-

ers (1 Peter 3:15), how much more should we strive for this 

spirit in our dealings with other Christians? 

In addition to motivating us to deal with other Christians 

with civility and love, our union with Christ ought also to 
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govern how we view Christians throughout the world that we 

may never see face to face in this life. Apart from denomina-

tional mission support or the occasional visit from an actual 

foreign missionary to a local church in an effort to gain sup-

port, most American Christians are simply unaware of what 

other Christians endure and suffer because of their faith. In 

no way do I mean this as an indictment. It is simply a re-

minder that union with Christ and the communion of the 

saints ought to enlarge our vision of the body of Christ and 

the diverse circumstances and situations that many of our 

brothers and sisters face. I’m sure that most of us share in 

financial support for missionaries and mission work. Ameri-

can Christians have proven to be very generous in providing 

relief and aid when disaster strikes in any part of the world. 

But as we wrap our minds around the concept of our union 

with Christ and the communion of the saints, I pray that we 

would make room in our personal and corporate prayers for 

brothers and sisters in any number of situations. 

A number of years ago, I was conducting interviews at a ma-

jor Christian event and was approached by a brother who 

asked me to interview a gentleman that he was supporting 

from a sub-Saharan African country. As it turned out, the 

gentleman that I was being asked to interview was an Afri-

can pastor who had devoted his life to purchasing the free-

dom of Christians who had been taken by Muslims as prison-

ers of war and sold as slaves. We should think about under-

ground churches in different countries, as well as inmates 

and those who minister to inmates here or abroad. Union 

with Christ and the communion of the saints should cause us 

to see that the struggles of these Christians are our struggles 

as well. 

Let us not be so consumed with what is happening in our 

part of the vineyard that we do not see the glory of Christ in 

the lives and issues of brothers and sisters purchased by the 

same blood, who uphold the same faith. “Let no one boast in 

men. For all things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or 

Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the fu-

ture—all are yours, and you are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s” 

(1 Cor. 3:21–23). 

Union with Christians by Ken Jones 
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Nigeria  –  There have been several assassination at-

tempts on Samuel Ortom’s life ...Yet as governor of 

Benue State in Nigeria, Ortom is an undeterred, cou-

rageous man on a mission. 

The 61-year-old leader shouts from the rooftops about 

persecution in his country, and the complicity and evil 

of President Muhammadu Buhari’s administration. 

And the failures of previous administrations to stop 

atrocities against believers. 

 

Indonesia –  bishop in the Moluccas, Indonesia, has ac-

cused authorities there of hindering peaceful relations be-

tween religious communities in the region.   

Bishop Seno Ngutra of the diocese of Amboina met with 

journalists at his home in the regency of Western Seram. In 

the interview, he criticized the head of the regency, General 

Andi Ansaddudin for his recent actions. Specifically, Gen-

eral Ansaddudin denied the Christian community access to 

a main road leading to the nearby city of Kupang. In Octo-

ber, the Presparini festival, a major Catholic event, will be 

held in that city.   

 

China  –  A house church in Jilin province’s Changchun 

raided last month by police during its Sunday worship is 

now disbanded by the government. …  According to China 

Aid, the house church follows Reformed tradition and its 

pastor Zhang Yong (aka Guo Muyun) was one of the signato-

ries of “A Declaration for the Sake of the Christian Faith,” a 

2018 letter explaining the meaning and necessity of faithful 

disobedience given the deteriorating religious freedom in 

China.  

Prayer Needs — www.persecution.org 

“ Hallowed be Thy name” (Matthew 6:9).  

“Hallowed be Thy name” is the first of the petitions of 

Christ’s pattern prayer. They are seven in number, and are 

significantly divided into two groups of three and four re-

spectively: the first three relate to the cause of God; the last 

four relate to our own daily concerns. A similar division is 

discernible in the Ten Commandments: the first five teach 

us our duty toward God (in the fifth, the parents stand to the 

child in the place of God); the last five teach us our duty to-

ward neighbors. Our primary duty in prayer is to disregard 

ourselves and to give God the preeminence in our thoughts, 

desires, and supplications. This petition necessarily comes 

first, for the glorifying of God’s great name is the ultimate 

end of all things. All other requests must be subordinate to 

this one and be in pursuance of it.  

We cannot pray aright unless the glory of God be dominant 

in our desires.  

We are to cherish a deep sense of the ineffable holiness of 

God and an ardent longing for the honoring of it. Therefore, 

we must not ask God to bestow anything that would contra-

dict His holiness. “Hallowed be Thy name.” How easy it is to 

utter these words without any thought of their solemn im-

port! In seeking to ponder them, four questions are naturally 

raised in our minds. First, what is meant by the word hal-

lowed? Second, what is signified by God’s name? Third, what 

is the import of “hallowed be Thy name?” Fourth, why does 

this petition come first?  

First, the word hallowed is a term from Middle English used 

here to translate a form of the Greek verb hagiazo. This term 

The Lords Prayer—The 1st Petition by AW Pink 

Other Headlines: 

• Iranian President Raisi Ignores Human Rights Abuses 

at UN  

• Nun Murdered in ISIS Attack in Mozambique 

• Catholic Church in Shan State Desecrated by the Junta 

• Legislative Council in India’s Karnataka State Passes 

Anti-Conversion Bill 

• Christians in Malatya, Turkey Threatened by Ultra-

Nationalist Group 

John Barros—REF—Abortion Intervention and Prison 

Ministry.  His Facebook page is a great way to hear how God 

is using him and specific prayer needs. 

PMI—Orphanage and School in India 
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is frequently translated “sanctified.” It means to set apart for 

a sacred use.” Thus, the words “hallowed be Thy name” signi-

fy the pious desire that God’s matchless name might be rev-

erenced, adored, and glorified, and that God might cause it to 

be held in the utmost respect and honor, that its fame might 

spread abroad and be magnified.  

Second, the name of God stands for God Himself, calling to 

the mind of the believer all that He is. We see this in Psalm 

5:11: “Let them also that love Thy name [that is, Thyself ] be 

joyful in Thee.”  

In Psalm 20:1 we read, “The name of the God of Jacob defend 

thee,” that is, may the God of Jacob Himself defend thee. 

“The name of the Lord is a strong tower” ( Proverbs 18:10), 

that is to say, Jehovah Himself is a strong tower. The name 

of God stands for the Divine perfections. It is striking to ob-

serve that when He “proclaimed the name of the Lord” to 

Moses, God enumerated His own blessed attributes (see Exo-

dus 34:5-7). This is the true significance of the assertion that 

“they that know Thy name [that is, Thy wondrous perfec-

tions] will put their trust in Thee” ( 

Psalm 9:10). But more particularly, the 

Divine name sets before us all that God 

has revealed to us concerning Himself. It 

is in such appellations and titles as the 

Almighty, the Lord of hosts, Jehovah, the 

God of peace, and our Father that He has 

disclosed Himself to us.  

Third, what thoughts did the Lord Jesus 

intend for us to entertain in our hearts 

when He taught us to pray, “Hallowed be 

Thy name”? First, in the widest sense, we 

are to plead thereby that God, “by His 

overruling providence, direct and dispose of all things to His 

own glory” (The Westminster Larger Catechism). Hereby we 

pray that God Himself sanctify His name—that He cause it, 

by His providence and grace, to be known and adored 

through the preaching of His Law and Gospel. Furthermore, 

we pray that His name might be sanctified and magnified in 

and by us. Not that we can add anything to God’s essential 

holiness, but we can and should promote the manifestative 

glory of His holiness. That is why we are exhorted thus: “Give 

unto the Lord the glory due unto His name” ( Psalm 96:8).  

We do not have the power within ourselves to hallow the 

name of our God. Yet Christ instructs us, by putting an im-

perative, passive verb in our mouths, to command our Fa-

ther, saying, “Let Thy name be hallowed!” In this mandatory 

petition, we are taught to call upon our Father to do what He 

must do, according to the tenor of the words that He spoke 

through Isaiah: “And concerning the work of My hands com-

mand ye Me” ( Isaiah 45:11)!  

It is because God’s name must be hallowed among His crea-

tures that our Master instructs us so to pray. “And this is the 

confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask any thing 

according to His will, He heareth us” ( John 5:14). Since our 

God has so clearly stated His mind, every true believer must 

desire the hallowing of God’s name among men and must be 

determined to advance the revealed glory of God on the 

earth. We are to do this especially by prayer, since the power 

to accomplish this great end resides only in God Himself. By 

prayer we receive the empowering of the Holy Spirit to hal-

low and glorify God in our own thoughts, words, and deeds.  

By praying, “hallowed be Thy name,” we beg that God, who is 

most holy and glorious, might enable us to acknowledge and 

honor Him as such. As Manton forcefully expressed it, In this 

petition the glory of God is both desired and promised on our 

part; for every prayer is both an expression of a desire and 

also an implicit vow or solemn obligation that we take upon 

ourselves to prosecute what we ask. Prayer is a preaching to 

ourselves in God’s hearing: we speak to God to warn our-

selves—not for His information, but for our edification.  

Alas, that this necessary implication of prayer is not more 

insisted upon in the pulpit today, and more clearly perceived 

in the pew! We but mock God if we pre-

sent to Him pious words and have no 

intention of striving with our might to 

live in harmony with them.  

For us to hallow or sanctify His name 

means that we give God the supreme 

place, that we set Him above all else in 

our thoughts, affections, and lives.  

This high purpose of life is antithetical to 

the example of the builders of the tower 

of Babel, who said, “Let us make us a 

name ( Genesis 11:4), and of Nebuchad-

nezzar, who said, “Is not this great Baby-

lon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the 

might of my power, and for the honor of my majesty?” ( Dan-

iel 4:30). The Apostle Peter commands us to “sanctify the 

Lord God in [our] hearts” ( 1 Peter 3:15). An awe of His maj-

esty and holiness should so fill our hearts that our whole in-

ner beings bow in entire and willing subjection to Him. For 

this we must pray, striving to obtain right views and a deep-

er knowledge of Him, that we may worship Him aright and 

serve Him acceptably.  

This petition not only expresses the desire that God sanctify 

Himself in and through us, enabling us to glorify Him, but it 

also voices our longing that others may know, adore, and 

glorify Him.  

In the use of this petition we pray that the glory of God may 

be more and more displayed and advanced in the world in the 

course of His providence, that His Word may run and be glo-

rified in the conversion and sanctification of sinners, that 

there may be an increase of holiness in all His people, and 

that all profanation of the name of God among men may be 

prevented and removed (John Gill).  

 

The glory of God is to be our 

chief and great concern.  
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Thus, this petition includes the asking of God to grant all 

needed effusions of the Spirit, to raise up faithful pastors, to 

move His churches to maintain a Scriptural discipline, and 

to stir up the saints to an exercise of their graces.  

Fourth, it is now obvious why this is the first petition in the 

Lord’s Prayer, for it provides the only legitimate basis for all 

our other requests. The glory of God is to be our chief and 

great concern. When we offer this petition to our heavenly 

Father, we are saying, “Whatever comes to me, however low 

I may sink, no matter how deep the waters be through which 

I may be called to pass, Lord, magnify Thyself in and 

through me.” Mark how blessedly this spirit was exemplified 

by our perfect Savior: “Now is My soul troubled; and what 

shall I say? Father, save Me from this hour: but for this 

cause came I unto this hour. Father, glorify Thy name” ( 

John 12:27,28).  

Though it was necessary for Him to be baptized with the 

baptism of suffering, yet the Father’s glory was Christ’s 

great concern.  

The following words beautifully summarize the meaning of 

this petition:  

O Lord, open our eyes that we may know Thee aright and 

may discern Thy power, wisdom, justice, and mercy; and 

enlarge our hearts that we may sanctify Thee in our affec-

tions, by making Thee our fear, love, joy, and confidence; and 

open our lips that we may bless Thee for Thine infinite good-

ness; yea, O Lord, open our eyes that we may see Thee in all 

Thy works, and incline our wills with reverence for Thy 

name appearing in Thy works, and grant that when we use 

any one of them, that we may honor Thee in our sober and 

sanctified use thereof (W. Perkins).  

In conclusion, let us point out very briefly the uses to be 

made of this petition. (1) Our past failures are to be bewailed 

and confessed. We are to humble ourselves for those sins 

whereby we have hindered God’s manifestative glory and 

profaned His name, such as pride of heart, coldness of zeal, 

stubbornness of will, and impiety of life. (2) We are to ear-

nestly seek those graces whereby we may hallow His name: a 

fuller knowledge of Himself, an increase of holy fear in our 

hearts; increased faith, hope, love, and worship; and the 

right use of His gifts. (3) Our duties are to be faithfully prac-

ticed, that there may be nothing in our conduct that would 

cause His name to be blasphemed by unbelievers ( Romans 

2:24). “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye 

do, do all to the glory of God” ( 1 Corinthians 10:31). 

We keep sowing, planting the gospel seed. We’re acutely 

aware that God gives the increase. It is His work, and we 

confidently rest in Jesus’ promise that He will build His 

church (Matt. 16:18). I do think, however, that times like 

this in church life should turn us outward to be thinking how 

we can reach out. God has placed us where we are, and He is 

in the different circumstances that we face and working in 

the lives of the people we know. If you are anything like me, 

you can be very shy in taking the relationship further in 

speaking about the gospel. But I’ve found it helpful recently 

to think of three questions that I hope you might be able to 

use in praying for and speaking with friends.  

There are times when as churches and pastors we make 

things more complicated than they need to be. I sometimes 

fear that evangelism is made out to be something that you 

need to learn, that there’s a magic course or a seminar out 

there that will unlock the hidden evangelist in you. Maybe 

the very term evangelism itself strikes fear into you. Jesus is 

so refreshingly clear, simple, and helpful when He says that 

“out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks” (Luke 

6:45). That means if you love Christ and His people, you will 

end up talking about Him. We are not naive and know that 

the work of seeing people come to faith requires a long haul 

of speaking, sharing, inviting, and praying. 

Three Questions for Evangelism by Paul Levy 
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Holiness is God stamped and printed upon the soul; it is Christ formed in the 

heart; it is our light, our life, our beauty, our glory, our joy, our crown, our 

heaven, our all. The holy soul is happy in life, blessed in death, and shall be 

transcendently glorious in the morning of the resurrection when Christ shall 

say, “Lo, here am I and my holy ones, who are my joy; Lo, here am I and my 

holy ones, who are my crown; and therefore, upon the heads of these holy ones 

will I set an immortal crown.” Even so, Amen! Lord Jesus.—Thomas Brooks 



those who’ve brought along friends or neighbors, looking out 

for those who are outsiders. We mustn’t underestimate how 

attractive the fellowship of God’s people is. The people of 

God being the people of God will be blessed by God. 

“WOULD YOU LIKE TO READ THE BIBLE?” 

This last question I recognize is really foreign to many of us, 

but I think it’s helpful. Many people dismiss the Bible with-

out ever having read it, but most people haven’t dismissed it 

but have just never thought of it as relevant. 

The issue of people’s not understanding everything that goes 

on in church is a fair and right one. The outsider cannot un-

derstand everything—their eyes are darkened spiritually—

and so there is a need to be able to sit down with them and 

hear their questions and comments, to seek to engage them 

with the words of life. 

Someone helped me recently when they told me to stop 

thinking of reading the Bible with people like a Bible study 

but to consider it more as a book club 

where people discuss what they’ve read. 

We are used to Bible studies with ques-

tions and answers, but that is completely 

foreign in the main to people who are not 

Christians. In reading a chapter of a gos-

pel, it’s better to ask these kinds of ques-

tions: “What did you think?” “What 

struck you?” “What do you think the au-

thor is trying to get across?” “What do 

you think this shows us about Jesus?” I 

expect you’ll be amazed at how easily the 

conversation can flow. 

I often like to read Mark with people. I 

find anything more than fifteen to twenty 

minutes too much. I also keep having to tell myself to stop 

preaching, but that might not be such a big issue to you. 

Don’t let it be a monologue, and also don’t be afraid to say, “I 

don’t know.” It may be that you’d like training on how to do 

this. If so, ask an experienced leader in your church.  

I don’t want to lay heavy burdens on you, and I don’t want 

you to feel a wrong guilt. But these three questions have 

helped me think about my friendships and neighbors and 

have stirred me to pray. 

There are different seasons in church life—and we are in a 

strange one at the moment—but let us pray that this would 

be a time when we see the Lord adding to our fellowships 

and bringing new life. 

“WOULD YOU LIKE TO COME FOR DINNER?” 

Of course, this isn’t a Christian question. The cooking indus-

try is massive, and people are hugely into dinner parties. If 

you go into any bookshop, the number of books on cooking is 

astonishing. 

What we talk about as Christians when we speak about hos-

pitality isn’t that, though. It’s a sharing of what we have and 

an opening of ourselves and our homes. Biblical hospitality 

is not a case of “best for the guests” but “Would you like to 

share in what I’m having?” 

Some of you are brilliant cooks, but others of us, like me, 

struggle on the culinary front. We still have a duty to be hos-

pitable. It always encourages me when I see people going 

back to one another’s homes on a Sunday. However, we can 

extend that hospitality to unbelievers. This is one good way 

to reach non-Christians. 

Are there people you can think of who you’ve been praying 

for that you could get around your table? 

There’s lots of ways of doing it—lunch, 

breakfast, get takeout, do a potluck sup-

per. If you’re worried about conversation 

flowing, invite a talkative Christian 

friend to be there too. 

In a lonely city such as London, getting 

people into our homes and welcoming 

them is countercultural, but as you open 

your home and your heart to people, it 

will lead to opportunities.  

“WOULD YOU LIKE TO COME TO 

CHURCH?” 

This is one of those questions that I 

think we can have huge fear in asking. We think, “They’d 

never want to come” or “They wouldn’t understand what 

we’re doing.” I’ve become convinced that people are more 

ready to listen than we are to speak. I recognize that, with 

all the challenges of various situations, it can feel laborious, 

but we do believe that as the people of God gather to wor-

ship, God promises to be with us in a special way. 

The Bible describes the church as the household of God and 

says that God lives in the midst of His disciples through the 

Holy Spirit (Eph. 2:22). So, as we invite people to church, 

we’re inviting them to meet with God. 

Our prayer as we gather for worship is that as “an unbeliev-

er or outsider enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to 

account by all, the secrets of his heart are disclosed, and so, 

falling on his face, he will worship God and declare that God 

is really among you” (1 Cor 14:24–25).  

Of course, this is God’s work, and I can’t make this happen 

in people’s lives. But our job is to be the friendliest we can be 

in church, welcoming those who are new, being interested in 

Page 9 October 2022 

 

Biblical hospitality is not a case 

of “best for the guests” but 

“Would you like to share in what 

I’m having?” 



In previous sessions of “The Age of Deceit,” we identified Sa-

tan’s attack strategies of Contradiction, Condescension, and 

Deconstruction in Part-2, Disinformation in Part 3, and Infil-

tration and Accommodation in Part 4. In this session, we will 

expose what happens when deception comes through indoc-

trination. 

Deception by Indoctrination  -  The Cambridge Diction-

ary defines the term indoctrination as “the process of repeat-

ing an idea or belief to someone until they accept it without 

criticism or question.” In the twentieth century, we saw two 

prime examples of the power of propaganda as it preyed on 

the innocent minds of the youth. 

The Holocaust Encyclopedia tells us: 

“From the 1920s onwards, the Nazi Party targeted 

German youth as a special audience for its propa-

ganda messages. These messages 

emphasized that the Party was a 

movement of youth: dynamic, resili-

ent, forward-looking, and hopeful. 

Millions of German young people 

were won over to Nazism in the 

classroom and through extracurricu-

lar activities. In January 1933, the 

Hitler Youth had approximately 

100,000 members, but by the end of 

the year, this figure had increased to 

more than 2 million. By 1937 mem-

bership in the Hitler Youth in-

creased to 5.4 million before it be-

came mandatory in 1939. 

The German authorities then prohib-

ited or dissolved all competing youth organizations. 

The original purpose of the Hitler Youth was to train 

boys to enter the SA (Storm Troopers), a Nazi Party 

paramilitary formation. After 1933, however, youth 

leaders sought to integrate boys into the Nazi na-

tional community and to prepare them for service as 

soldiers in the armed forces or, later, in the Elite 

SS.”  

The Soviet leader Lenin stated, “We need that generation of 

young people who began to reach political maturity in the 

midst of a disciplined and desperate struggle against the 

bourgeoisie. In this struggle, that generation is training gen-

uine Communists; it must subordinate to this struggle, and 

link up with it, each step in its studies, education, and train-

ing.” It is important to note that the term “bourgeoisie” is a 

French word that Russian revolutionary Karl Marx popular-

ized in an attempt to vilify the enemy of Communist ideals. 

“It means “the middle class, typically with reference to its 

perceived materialistic values or conventional attitudes.” 

Therefore, a bourgeoisie is a person with social behavior and 

political views held to be influenced by private property in-

terest. In other words, a Capitalist. 

Deception by indoctrination is not limited to despotic institu-

tions. 

Sadly, there are many examples of brainwashing within reli-

gious groups. Many people use an expression like “drink the 

Kool-Aid” and vaguely know it means to surrender one’s free 

will and believe whatever they are told to do. This expression 

comes from the 1978 tragedy of Jonestown, in the South 

American nation of Guyana, where over 900 people were 

massacred as they followed their leader Jim Jones in a com-

munal suicide pact. Among the dead were more than 300 

children who “drank the Kool-Aid” laced with deadly cyanide 

poison, thereby demonstrating the power of mind control. 

These devotees of the Peoples Temple were programmed to 

do whatever Jones told them to do as they widely believed 

him to be God’s authority on earth. There 

are many more examples that could be 

offered in this account but suffice it to 

say that many have been led away like 

sheep to the slaughter by these “wolves 

in sheep’s clothing.”  

How does indoctrination happen? 

I submit for your consideration three key 

components to achieving widespread in-

doctrination, otherwise known as brain-

washing. 

1. Indoctrination begins with Isola-

tion. The Union of Soviet Socialist Re-

publics (or U.SSR) surrounded their em-

pire with what British Prime Minister Winston Churchill 

called the Iron Curtain. “Churchill used it to refer specif-

ically to the political, military, and ideological barrier 

created by the U.S.S.R.” According to U.S.S.R. histori-

ans, it was created as a veil of protection following World 

War II to prevent open contact between itself and the 

West. Like the 2,500-year-old Great Wall of China with 

its border fortifications stretching over 4,000 Kilometers 

(2,500 miles), the pretense of protection has the down-

side of preventing integration with the advancements 

being made around you. 

2. Indoctrination is established by Deprivation. Manufac-

tured scarcity is a powerful weapon when attempting to 

control the masses. This is done by making everyone 

dependent on the benevolence of the Elite. In both the 

Nazi and Soviet Youth Camps, food, shelter, and social 

acceptance were doled out in meager portions in order to 

maintain the attention of the children. This would then 

cultivate loyalty through reward for submission. Dressed 

in the party-approved uniform, these young disciples 

 

If ye then, being evil, know how 

to give good gifts unto your 

children: how much more shall 

your heavenly Father give the 

Holy Spirit to them that ask 

Him? ( Luke 11:13).  

The Age of Deceit - Part 5 by Ron Matsen 
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were molded into the image preestablished by the ruling 

Elite. 

3. Indoctrination is maintained by Repetition. The sub-

stance of this brainwashing is constructed by the Elite, 

who rule over the majority of the ignorant. It often mas-

querades as education. There is a fundamental and im-

portant difference between education and indoctrina-

tion. Education involves a broad investigation into what 

is true and what is not true. Indoctrination is solely fo-

cused on influencing the hearer to believe in a narrow 

narrative without being able to back up these newfound 

“truths” with anything other than their own opinion. It 

offers cold monologue over constructive dialogue. It lim-

its all crosschecking or independent validation. Ulti-

mately this leads to the villainization of the “outsiders,” 

closing down the mind of the child so it can be filled up 

with carefully constructed propaganda. 

Joseph Goebbels, Reich Minister of Propaganda of Nazi Ger-

many, has been credited as saying, “The most brilliant prop-

agandist technique will yield no success 

unless one fundamental principle is 

borne in mind constantly - it must con-

fine itself to a few points and repeat 

them over and over.” Again he said, 

“If you repeat a lie often enough, people 

will believe it, and you will even come to 

believe it yourself.” Concerning the mass 

media, he stated, “Think of the press as 

a great keyboard on which the govern-

ment can play.”  

Force and fear make up the foundation 

for all successful indoctrination. Force is 

expressed as the overwhelming power to 

subdue all adversaries. This power is not necessarily one of 

mere military might alone but often reveals itself as the irre-

sistible tsunami of public opinion. Feeding fear leads to spir-

itual blindness that yields the fruit of hate. When hate takes 

hold of a human heart, it is amazing what terrible things it 

can produce. Today we see the pervasive power of the spe-

cial-interest cartels who are seeking of control over what is 

to be considered as the acceptable societal narrative. 

The media call it the Cancel Culture. Philosophically the 

Cancel Culture is deemed necessary in order to prevent the 

spread of racist, violent, and insurrectionary incitement. To 

its devotees, to be “Woke” is to be awake to the systemic in-

justices of society and, by extension, the rest of Western civi-

lization. Their thoughts are that this current civilization is 

part of a long line of oppression and genocide that must be 

torn down in its entirety. To impose this idea on others, the 

Woke use the tactics of mob harassment, public penance, 

hysterical denunciation, and most of all, the weaponization 

of cancel culture to deprive people of their platforms, liveli-

hoods, and reputation. Unlike the Iron Curtain erected by 

the leaders of the Communist Party to solidify their power 

base, these Woke Warriors are attempting to erect an Ideo-

logical Curtain that will encircle the whole globe in which 

they will be the embodiment of the “Thought Police” from 

the dystopian novel “Nineteen Eighty-Four.” Given the cur-

rent state of affairs, it would appear that the Orwellian fic-

tional idea of “Thoughtcrime” is being implemented here and 

now by the Woke Elite. 

Breaking the Stronghold of Indoctrination   -  There is 

a way of breaking the Stronghold of Indoctrination. 

In 1865, following the American Civil War, which saw more 

than 600,000 deaths, the American poet William Ross Wal-

lace wrote a poem that praised motherhood. Here within, he 

created one power phrase that has been quoted out of con-

text for decades, which states, “For the hand that rocks the 

cradle, Is the hand that rules the world.” When you read it 

in its context, you will find a powerful revelation of his origi-

nal intent. 

“The Hand That Rocks the Cradle Is the 

Hand That Rules the World.” 

Blessings on the hand of women!  

Angels guard its strength and grace,  

In the palace, cottage, hovel,  

Oh, no matter where the place;  

Would that never storms assailed it,  

Rainbows ever gently curled;  

For the hand that rocks the cradle  

Is the hand that rules the world. 

Infancy’s the tender fountain,  

Power may with beauty flow,  

Mother’s first to guide the streamlets,  

From them souls unresting grow-  

Grow on for the good or evil,  

Sunshine streamed or evil hurled;  

For the hand that rocks the cradle  

Is the hand that rules the world. 

Woman, how divine your mission  

Here upon our natal sod!  

Keep, oh, keep the young heart open  

Always to the breath of God!  

All true trophies of the ages  

Are from mother-love impearled;  

For the hand that rocks the cradle  

Is the hand that rules the world. 

Blessings on the hand of women!  

Fathers, sons, and daughters cry,  

And the sacred song is mingled  

With the worship in the sky-  

Mingles where no tempest darkens,  

Rainbows evermore are hurled;  

For the hand that rocks the cradle  

Is the hand that rules the world. 

 

Early in His teaching ministry, 

Jesus stated that His message of 

truth would eventually be turned 

into lies by self-seeking false 

prophets who pretend to be 
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The Bible tells us that we can counteract the darkness of societal indoctrination with the 

Light of the Truth. Deuteronomy 4:4-9 tell us, 

4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! 5 You shall love the LORD your God 

with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. 6 And these words which I 

command you today shall be in your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children 

and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie 

down, and when you rise up. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be 

as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on 

your gates. 

Remember the encouragement of Solomon when he says, 

3 A prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself: but the simple pass on, and are pun-

ished. 4 By humility and the fear of the LORD are riches, and honor, and life. 5 Thorns and 

snares are in the way of the froward: he that doth keep his soul shall be far from them. 6 Train 

up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it. Pro 22:3-6 

KJV 
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Why is it that, today, the masses are so utterly unconcerned about spiritual and eternal 

things, and that they are lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God? Why is it that even on 

the battlefields multitudes were so indifferent to their soul’s welfare? Why is it that defiance 

of heaven is becoming more open, more blatant, more daring? The answer is, Because “there 

is no fear of God before their eyes” (Rom 3:18). Again; why is it that the authority of the 

Scriptures has been lowered so sadly of late? Why is it that even among those who profess to 

be the Lord’s people there is so little real subjection to His Word, and that its precepts are so 

lightly esteemed and so readily set aside? Ah! What needs to be stressed today is that God is 

a God to be feared. “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom” (Pro 9:10). Happy the 

soul that has been awed by a view of God’s majesty, that has had a vision of God’s awful 

greatness, His ineffable holiness, His perfect righteousness, His irresistible power, His sover-

eign grace. Does someone say, “But it is only the unsaved, those outside of Christ, who need 

to fear God”? Then the sufficient answer is that the saved, those who are in Christ, are ad-

monished to work out their own salvation with “fear and trembling” (Phi 2:12). Time was, 

when it was the general custom to speak of a believer as a “God-fearing man.” That such an 

appellation has become nearly extinct only serves to show whither we have drifted. Never-

theless, it still stands written, “Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth 

them that fear him” (Psa 103:13)! 

When we speak of godly fear, of course, we do not mean a servile fear, such as prevails 

among the heathen in connection with their gods. No, we mean that spirit which Jehovah is 

pledged to bless, that spirit to which the prophet referred when he said, “To this man will I 

look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word” (Isa 66:2). It 

was this the apostle had in view when he wrote, “Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. 

Fear God. Honour the king” (1Pe 2:17). And nothing will foster this godly fear like a recogni-

tion of the sovereign majesty of God. 

Fearing God in His Sovereign Majesty  
by Arthur W. Pink (1886-1952) 
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Therefore, my beloved brethren,  be steadfast, immovable,  

always abounding in the work  of the Lord,  

knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.   

1 Corinthians 15:58 


