
The Season of Thanksgiving is upon us. Giving thanks to Almighty God, our Heavenly Father 

is essential to our overall physical, mental and spiritual health.  We have endured the pro-

longed consequences of living in a lost and dying world and the growing tyranny of the elite 

who presume their authority over us and stealing our freedoms. I fear “Thanks Giving” for 

many will be another victim in the decline of our country. May it not happen to us! More im-

portantly, we are aware of their ways! They hate God and are killing our children! Alternative-

ly, we have so much in which to be thankful and acknowledging the Creator of Heaven and 

Earth, the Eternal Lord God Almighty. It is the fundamental, “essential” act of our Faith and 

Worship. Paul tells us: “For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or 

give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was dark-

ened.” (Romans 1:21)  

The practice of Thankfulness to God necessitates at least three things from anyone.  The first 

is to recognize the need to give thanks in the first place.  The second is recognizing the need 

has been supplied and lastly, giving thanks to the one responsible for responding to and sup-

plying the need. It is the last point that you will never hear from  our lost culture. It is not will-

ing to acknowledge that there is only one God, who alone is capable and responsible for supply-

ing all their needs. Our culture today displays the demanding attitude of being self absorbed as 

a petulant child. A people who think they deserve a life free of toil, responsibility, pain and free 

from being offended and under no authority. Thanksgiving is then given with consideration of 

what they have and getting what they want. This type of “thanksgiving” results in a declara-

tion of lifestyle attainment, instead of humble gratitude rightly given to the Creator God re-

sponsible for it all.  

The Bible  exhorts us “to give thanks,” to God alone. Three such passages are: Psalm 107:1,2 

which begins: “Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, for His lovingkindness is everlast-

ing. Let the redeemed of the LORD say so. Whom He has redeemed from the hand of the ad-

versary.” The second is Hebrews 13:15-16:  “Through Him then, let us continually offer up a 

sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. And do not ne-

glect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.” And the last 1 Thessalo-

nians 5:16-18:  “Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is 

God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 

Scripture shows us that true thanksgiving can only result when we rightly acknowledge Al-

mighty God and all that we are and have, has come from Him. Through His love and mercy He 

responds to our cries by supplying our need or delivering us out of our distress. All mankind is 

in distress but only the Lord delivers His people from manifold troubles. It is the Lord whom 

we must fear, humble ourselves before His throne and acknowledge that He alone is the only 

God of creation.  Of prime importance is our Thanksgiving to Him and Him alone for His eter-

nal blessings and salvation given us through Jesus Christ. I commend this spiritual exercise to 

you, this “Thanksgiving Season.” Giving thanks to God puts you in proper perspective of ac-

knowledging Him as our God, praising Him for His bountiful blessings to us. And as you do, 
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you will receive confidence in your eternal relationship 

through Christ. Your Thanksgiving is essential!  You will 

experience His presence and peace. You will witness deliver-

ance from your battle with the world, the flesh and the Dev-

il. Then true thanksgiving will take place in your heart and 

life. Indeed, you will not be able to contain your desire to 

praise your God, to give Him thanks to everyone around you! 

Tell of His Goodness! May the LORD bless you in this Sea-

son of Thanksgiving, your spiritual exercise! The exercise of 

a happy heart! I am thankful to our Lord God for you! How 

essential is that? 

    Pastor Robert 

The Disposition of God’s People by Richard Sibbes (1577-1635) 

“Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort”—2 Corin-

thians 1:3. 

We see here the heart of the blessed apostle, being warmed 

with the sense and taste of the sweet mercy of God, stirs up 

his tongue to bless God; a full heart and a full tongue. We 

have here the [over-flowing fullness], the abundance of his 

thankfulness breaking forth in his speech. His heart had 

first tasted of the sweet mercies and comforts of God before 

he praiseth God. The first thing that we will observe hence 

is, that 

It is the disposition of God’s children, after they have tasted 

the sweet mercy and comfort and love of God, to break forth 

into the praising of God and to thanksgiving. It is as natural 

for the new creature to do so as for the birds to sing in the 

spring. When the sun hath warmed the poor creature, it 

shows its thankfulness in singing . . . it is natural for those 

creatures so to do, and we delight in them. 

It is as natural for the new creature, when it feels the Sun of 

Righteousness warming the soul, when it tastes of the mercy 

of God in Christ, to show forth itself in thankfulness and 

praise; and it can no more be kept from it than fire can keep 

from burning or water from cooling. It is the nature of the 

new creature so to do. 

The reason is, every creature must do the work for which 

God hath enabled it, to which God hath framed it. The hap-

piness of the creature is in well-doing, in working according 

to its nature. The heathen could see that. Now all the crea-

tures, the new creature especially, are for the glory of God in 

Christ Jesus. All the new creature, and what privileges it 

hath, and what graces it hath, all is, that God may have the 

glory of grace. Why then, it must needs work answerable to 

that which God hath created it for. Therefore it must show 

forth the praise and glory of God. 

“Blessed be God,” saith the apostle (Eph 1:3); and the 

blessed apostle Peter begins his epistle, “Blessed be the Fa-

ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath begotten us to an 

inheritance immortal and undefiled, which fadeth not away, 

reserved for us in heaven” (1Pe 1:3). 

Free Grace Broadcaster issue 182 -  www.banneroftruth.org,  

Thanksgiving is a spiritual exercise, necessary 

to the building of a healthy soul. It takes us 

out of the stuffiness of ourselves into the 

fresh breeze and sunlight of the will of God. 
 

—Elisabeth Elliot, Keep a Quiet Heart 

 
“God gave us five senses; it is sheer                 

ingratitude to worship him with any less.”  
 

—Martin Luther 
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Let Us Therefore Fear by Arthur W. Pink (1886-1952) 

“Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering 

into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it.”—

Hebrews 4:1 

The opening words of this chapter bid us seriously take to 

heart the solemn warning given at the close of chapter 3. 

God’s judgment upon the wicked should make us more 

watchful that we do not follow their steps. The “us” shows 

that Paul was preaching to himself as well as to the Hebrews. 

“Let us therefore fear” has stumbled some, because of the 

“Fear thou not” of Isaiah 41:10; 43:1, 5, etc. In John 14:27 

Christ says to us, “Let not your heart be troubled, neither let 

it be afraid.” And in 2 Timothy 1:7 we read, “For God hath 

not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and 

of a sound mind.” On the other hand, believers are told to 

“Fear God” (1Pe 2:17), and to work out their own salvation 

“with fear and trem-bling” (Phi 2:12). How are these two dif-

ferent sets of passages to be harmonized? 

The Bible is full of paradoxes, which to the natural man ap-

pear to be contradictions. The Word needs “rightly dividing” 

on the subject of “fear” as upon everything else of which it 

treats. There is a fear which the Christian is to cultivate, and 

there is a fear from which he should shrink. The fear of the 

Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and in Proverbs 14:26-27 we 

read, “In the fear of the LORD is strong confidence...The fear 

of the LORD is a fountain of life”; so again, “Happy is the 

man that feareth alway” (Pro 28:14). 

The testimony of the New Testament inculcates the same 

duty. Christ bade His disciples, “Fear him which is able to 

destroy both soul and body in hell” (Mat 10:28). To the saints 

at Rome Paul said, “Be not highminded, but fear” (Rom 

11:20). To God’s people Peter wrote, “Pass the time of your 

sojourning here in fear” (1Pe 1:17). While in heaven itself the 

word will yet be given: “Praise our God, all ye his servants, 

and ye that fear him, both small and great” (Rev 19:5). 

Fear may be called one of the disliking affections. It is good 

or evil according to the object on which it is placed, and ac-

cording to the ordering of it thereon. In Hebrews 4:1 it is 

placed on the right object—an evil to be shunned. That evil is 

unbelief, which, if persisted in, ends in apostasy and destruc-

tion. About this the Christian needs to be constantly on his 

guard, having his heart set steadily against it. Our natural 

proneness to fall, the many temptations to which we are sub-

ject, together with the deceitfulness of sin, the subtlety of 

Satan, and God’s justice in leaving men to themselves, are 

strong enforcements of this duty. Concerning God Himself, 

we are to fear Him with such a reverent awe of His holy maj-

esty as will make us careful to please Him in all things, and 

fearful of offending Him. This is ever accompanied by a fear-

some distrust of ourselves. The fear of God which is evil in a 

Christian is that servile bondage which produces a distrust-

ful attitude, kills affection for Him, regards Him as a hateful 

tyrant. This is the fear of the demons (Jam 2:19). 

“Let us therefore fear.” “It is salutary to remember our ten-

dency to partiality and one-sidedness in our spiritual life, in 

order that we may be on our guard, that we may carefully 

and anxiously consider the ‘Again, it is written’; that we may 

be willing to learn from Christians who have received differ-

ent gifts of grace, and whose experience varies from ours; 

above all, that we may seek to follow and serve the Lord 

Himself, to walk with God, to hear the voice of the Good 

Shepherd. Forms of godliness, types of doctrine, are apt to 

become substitutes instead of channels, weights instead of 

wings. 

“The exhortations of this epistle may appear to some difficult 

to reconcile with the teachings of Scripture, that the grace of 

God, once received, through the power of the Holy Spirit by 

faith, can never be lost, and that they who are born again, 

who are once in Christ, are in Christ forever. Let us not 

blunt the edge of earnest and piercing exhortations. Let us 

not pass them over, or treat them with inward apathy. 

‘Again it is written.’ We know this does not mean that there 

is any real contradiction in Scripture, but that various as-

pects of truth are presented, each with the same fidelity, 

fullness, and emphasis. Hence we must learn to move freely, 

and not to be cramped and fixed in one position: we must 

keep our eyes clear and open, and not look at all things 

through the light of a favourite doctrine. And while we re-

ceive fully and joyously the assurance of our perfect ac-

ceptance and peace, and of the unchanging love of God in 

Christ Jesus, let us with the apostle consider also our sins 

and dangers, from the lower, yet most real, earthly and time 

point of view. 

“When Christ is beheld and accepted, there is peace; but is 

there not also fear? ‘There is forgiveness with thee, that thou 

mayest be feared’ (Psa 130:4). Where do we see God’s holi-

ness and the awful majesty of the Law as in the cross of 

Christ? Where our own sin and unworthiness, where the 

depths of our guilt and misery, as in the atonement of the 

Lord Jesus? We rejoice with fear and trembling...It is be-

cause we know the Father; it is because we are redeemed by 

the precious blood of the Saviour; it is as the children of God 

and as the saints of Christ that we are to pass our earthly 

pilgrimage in fear. This is not the fear of bondage, but the 

fear of adoption; not the fear which dreads condemnation, 

but the fear of those who are saved, and whom Christ has 

made free. It is not an imperfect and temporary condition; it 

refers not merely to those who have begun to walk in the 

ways of God. Let us not imagine that this fear is to vanish at 

some subsequent period of our course, that it is to disappear 

in a so-called ‘higher Christian life.’ No, we are to pass the 

time of our sojourn here in fear. To the last moment of our 

fight of faith, to the very end of our journey, the child of God, 

while trusting and rejoicing, walks in godly fear.” 

Free Grace Broadcaster issue 182 -  www.banneroftruth.org,  
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The Westminster Confession of Faith is typically associated with clarity and pre-

cision regarding systematic and confessional Reformed theology, yet it also pro-

vides rich insight as to the nature of the church body and her fellowship. In the 

chapter “Of the Church,” the divines, pulling directly from Scripture, describe the 

church as “the house and family of God” (25.2). In the following chapter, “Of the 

Communion of Saints,” the confession describes the union and communion of be-

lievers, which flow from our union with Jesus Christ by the Spirit, as bound in 

love and marked by attending obligations both of a “public and private” matter 

and concerned both with “the inward and outward man” (26.1). The confession 

pastorally takes the theology of Scripture and shows the straightforward applica-

tion to everyday life in the church. 

Considering the two descriptions of the church as a “house” and “family” instructs 

us on how we ought to think of our fellowship as Christians. A house is where one 

lives, a place of protection and rest. Family is the complex of social, hereditary, 

and legal bonds that provide the lifeblood that makes a house a home. A house, 

then, is the typical context wherein faithful nurture and loving discipline take 

place within the family. A similar logic exists for the church, which likewise is a 

place of protection and rest, as well as of nurture and discipline, all to be woven 

together in love (1 Cor. 13; 16:14; 1 Peter 1:22). Where blood relation forms the 

initial bond for the earthly family, the blood of Christ by the work of the Spirit 

forms the bond for Christians of different families, ages, ethnicities, and lan-

guages to find a deep and abiding union in and through the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Scripture that undergirds our confession regarding church family and fellow-

ship intentionally uses imagery of the earthly home and the family to teach us 

something of what communion between Christians ought to look like. Consider, 

for example, the Shema found in Deuteronomy 6:4–9, which encapsulates the call 

to love God and to diligently pass on to our children all which God has command-

ed, and the wisdom of Proverbs 1:8–9, which holds out a grace-filled promise to 

those who receive the instruction of a godly father and mother. The very idea of 

blood relation, which provides the initial and most basic ground of unity and one-

ness in the natural family, forms our unity in the church, for we are bought with 

blood—the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 1:19). In Him we 

have an equal standing (Gal. 3:26–29) and share in the graces uniquely and di-

vinely bestowed on each member (Rom. 12:3–8; 1 Cor. 12; Eph. 4:1–16). 

It is not for nothing, then, that the church—bought by, cleansed by, and united in 

the blood of Christ—is often portrayed as the family and household of God. The 

impulse of Christian communion in the family of God is that we share in the koin 

nia, the participation or fellowship of the Spirit of God, which ushers us into a 

vital communion with our triune God. Too often, such a discussion can remain 

abstract, with little obvious relevance. Yet, far from complicating or distracting 

from our fellowship with one another, this theology enriches and enlivens it. The 

New Testament variously describes our fellowship as with the Son (1 Cor. 1:9), 

the Holy Spirit (2 Cor. 13:14), and the Father and the Son together, which directly 

grounds our fellowship with each other in our fellowship with our triune God (1 

John 1:3). Indeed, if we considered this truth in the same manner that the Shema 

calls us to love and bind ourselves to the Word of God, at any and every moment 

of the day to be pondering it, the fellowship of the Holy Spirit to which the New 

Testament calls Christians would take on a different practical import in our lives. 

Whether it is after Lord’s Day worship when congregants remain in the sanctuary 

talking at length or the more intimate living room setting of a home Bible study, 

whether it is the casual poolside chat at a youth fellowship or weeping on the 

shoulder of one walking a path of grief, there are many ways that the bonds of 
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fellowship are established, fed, and strengthened. All these 

take place through the regular, ordinary, day-by-day lives of 

Christians walking with one another in faith, hope, and love.  

Yet, there is likewise a particular emphasis on the gathering 

on the Lord’s Day and the weekly rhythm of rest and com-

munion that we experience on that day. The nuclear family 

ought to be a place of safety and rest, where burdens are lift-

ed and a freedom to be open that is rooted in a love for one 

another brings forth the strength and endurance to go about 

our daily responsibilities. So, too, the gathering of our spir-

itual family on Sunday, the new covenant Sabbath, the day 

we mark the defeat of death in the resurrection of Christ Je-

sus our Lord and the unity we have in the Spirit of God, is 

the day we are renewed together, by teaching and admonish-

ment in the gospel of grace as well as by the new familial 

bonds, greater than all earthly blood. This family shares gen-

erously (Acts 2:42–47), bears each other’s burdens, does good, 

endures with love (Gal. 6:2, 10; Eph. 4:2), and holds fast to 

our confession of hope. And in view of this blessed hope, we 

consider how we can stir one another up to love and good 

works, gathering together and encouraging each other as we 

eagerly await the coming again of our Lord (Heb. 10:25), ever 

mindful that God is faithful, by whom we are called into the 

fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord (1 Cor. 1:9).  

Tabletalk Magazine 

Algeria  –  Officials in Algeria have made it increasingly 

difficult for Missionaries to evangelize or challenge the Is-

lamic faith in any capacity. … Today Algeria is estimated to 

be about 99% Sunni Muslim, and has blasphemy, anti-

proselytization and laws governing worship that are main 

components in making mission work here near impossible.  

Philippines  –  On November 6, a bomb planted inside a 

passenger bus detonated, killing one person and injuring 

eleven more. The explosion occurred while the bus was at a 

terminal in the Sultan Kudarat province. Nine Muslims and 

two Catholics were injured.  … No group has claimed re-

sponsibility for the attack, but authorities suspect it was 

perpetrated by Islamic extremists who have been active in 

the region for decades.   

Nigeria   –  Unidentified militants have abducted 40 chil-

dren in an attack on a farm in Katsina state, northern Nige-

ria. Nigerian newspaper ‘The Premium Times reported that 

the kidnappers had demanded the payment of 30 million 

naira (about $70,000 USD) as a ransom.  The militants have 

contacted the parents of the children asking for the money.   

China   –  A house church in southwest Shanxi province 

continues to face an ongoing crackdown, as church leaders 

and members are slapped with trumped-up charges and 

detained by the authorities. Linfen Holy Covenant Church 

already had its leaders taken away on Aug. 19 and charged 

with “fraud” in late September. Now, even the members of 

the house church are targeted.  

Myanmar   –  A Baptist seminary in northern Myanmar 

was attacked by the Tatmadaw (Burmese Army) on Thurs-

day, injuring four men in the dormitory. … “The attack 

against this Kachin Bible school was certainly not an acci-

dent,” said Gina Goh, International Christian Concern’s 

regional manager for Southeast Asia. “Instead, the Tatmad-

aw deliberately targeted a Christian facility knowing how 

important the faith is to Kachin people. This despicable jun-

ta regime should not be tolerated any further by the interna-

tional community and needs to be removed at once.”  

Prayer Needs — www.persecution.org 

Other Headlines: 

• Archbishop Warns About the Extinction of Christians in 

Iraq 

• Indonesian Political Party Committed to Help Secure a 

Church’s Building Permit 

• 100 Killed in Somalia Terrorist Attack 

• Seven Killed and Several Missing After ISIS Group At-

tacks Congo Hospital 

John Barros—REF—Abortion Intervention and Prison 

Ministry.  His Facebook page is a great way to hear how God 

is using him and specific prayer needs. 
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“Thy Kingdom come” (Matthew 6:10).  

“The second petition is the most brief and yet the most com-

prehensive one contained in our Lord’s Prayer. Nevertheless, 

it is strange and sad that, in some circles, it is the least un-

derstood and the most controverted. The following questions 

call for careful consideration.  

First , what is the relationship between this petition and the 

one preceding it?  

Second , whose Kingdom is here in view?  

Third , exactly what is meant by the words, “Thy Kingdom ”?  

Fourth , in what sense or senses are we to understand the 

words, “Thy Kingdom come ”?  

The first petition, “Hallowed be Thy name,” concerns God’s 

glory itself, whereas the second and third have respect to the 

means whereby His glory is to be mani-

fested and promoted on earth. God’s 

name is manifestatively glorified here 

only in the proportion in which His King-

dom comes to us and His will is done by 

us. The relationship between this petition 

and the former one, then, is quite appar-

ent. Christ teaches us to pray first for the 

sanctifying of God’s great name; then He 

directs us to pray subsequently for the 

means thereto. Among the means for 

promoting God’s glory, none is so influen-

tial as the coming of His Kingdom. Hence 

we are exhorted, “But seek ye first the 

Kingdom of God and His righteousness” ( 

Matthew 6:33).  

But though men ought to glorify God’s name upon earth, yet 

of themselves they cannot do so. God’s Kingdom must first 

be set up in their hearts. God cannot be honored by us until 

we voluntarily submit to His rule over us. “Thy Kingdom 

come.” Whose Kingdom is being referred to here?  

Obviously, it is that of God the Father, yet it is not to be 

thought of as something separate from the Kingdom of the 

Son. The Father’s Kingdom is no more distinct from Christ’s 

than “the Church of the living God” ( Timothy 3:15) is some-

thing other than the Body of Christ, or than the “Gospel of 

God” ( Romans 1:1) is something different from “the Gospel 

of Christ” ( Romans 1:16), or than “the Word of Christ” ( Co-

lossians 3:16) is to be distinguished from the Word of God. 

But Christ does mean, by the words “Thy Kingdom,” to dis-

tinguish sharply the Kingdom of God from the kingdom of 

Satan ( Matthew 12:25-28), which is a kingdom of darkness 

and disorder. Satan’s kingdom is not only opposite in charac-

ter, but it also stands in belligerent opposition to the King-

dom of God.  

The Father’s Kingdom is, first and more generally, His uni-

versal rule, His absolute dominion over all creatures and 

things. “Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and 

the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in 

the heaven and in the earth is Thine; Thine is the Kingdom, 

O Lord, and Thou art exalted as Head above all” ( 1 Chroni-

cles 29:11).  

Second, and more specifically, it is the external sphere of His 

grace on earth, where He is ostensibly acknowledged (see 

Matthew 13:11 and Mark 4:11 in their contexts). Third, and 

more definitely still, it is God’s spiritual and internal King-

dom, which is entered by regeneration. “Except a man be 

born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 

Kingdom of God” ( John 3:5).  

Now as the Father and the Son are one in nature, so is Their 

Kingdom the same; and thus it appears in each of its as-

pects. Concerning the aspect of providence, we read, “My 

Father worketh hitherto, and I work” ( 

John 5:17), signifying cooperation in the 

government of the world ( Hebrews 1:3). 

Christ now holds the mediatorial office of 

a King by virtue of His Father’s appoint-

ment ( Luke 22:29) and establishment ( 

Psalm 2:6).  

When the Kingdom is viewed very specif-

ically as a reign of grace set up in the 

hearts of God’s people, it is rightly called 

both “the Kingdom of God” ( 1 Corinthi-

ans 4:20) and “the Kingdom of His dear 

Son” ( Colossians 1:13). Viewing the 

Kingdom in regard to its ultimate eternal 

glory, Christ says that He shall drink the fruit of the vine 

with us “in [His] Father’s Kingdom” ( Matthew 26:29), yet it 

is also called “the everlasting Kingdom of our Lord and Sav-

ior Jesus Christ” ( 2 Peter 1:11). Thus it should seem perfect-

ly natural to us when we read these words: “The kingdoms of 

this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His 

Christ” ( Revelation 11:15).  

One may ask, “Which aspect of the Kingdom is here prayed 

for as yet future? Certainly not its providential aspect, since 

that has existed and continued from the beginning. The 

Kingdom must, then, be future in the sense that God’s reign 

of grace is to be consummated in the eternal glory of His 

Kingdom in the new heavens and new earth ( 2 Peter 3:13). 

There is to be a voluntary surrender of the whole man—

spirit and body—to the revealed will of God, so that His rule 

over us is entire. But if we are to experience and enjoy the 

eternal glory of God’s Kingdom, we must personally submit 

to His gracious reign in this life. The nature of this reign is 

summed up in three characteristics: “the Kingdom of God 

is... righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost” ( 

Romans 14:17).  

 

... we pray, that Satan’s kingdom 

may be destroyed; and that the 

Kingdom of grace may be 

advanced... 

The Lords Prayer—The 2nd Petition by AW Pink 



A person experiencing this present reign of grace is charac-

terized by righteousness in that the righteousness of Christ 

is imputed to him as one who, by faith, has become His will-

ing subject; furthermore, he also possesses the righteousness 

of a good conscience because the Holy Spirit has sanctified 

him, that is, has set him apart to a new life of holiness to the 

glory of God. Such a person is also characterized by peace: 

peace of conscience toward God, peaceful relations with God’s 

people, and the pursuit of peace with all his fellow creatures ( 

Hebrews 12:14). This personal, godly peace is maintained by 

attention to all the duties of love ( Luke 10:27; Romans 13:8). 

As the result of righteousness and peace, such a person is 

also characterized by joy in the Holy Spirit, a delighting in 

God in all the states and vicissitudes of life ( Philippians 

4:10-14; 1 Timothy 6:6-10).  

There is a threefold application when we pray, “Thy Kingdom 

come. ” First, it applies to the external sphere of God’s grace 

here on earth: “Let Thy Gospel be preached and the power of 

Thy Spirit attend it; let Thy Church be strengthened; let Thy 

cause on earth be advanced and the works of Satan be de-

stroyed!” Second, it applies to God’s internal Kingdom, that 

is, His spiritual reign of grace within the hearts of men: “Let 

Thy throne be established in our hearts; let Thy laws be ad-

ministered in our lives and Thy name be magnified by our 

walk.” Third, it applies to God’s Kingdom in its future glory: 

“Let the Day be hastened when Satan and his hosts shall be 

completely vanquished, when Thy people shall be done with 

sinning forever, and when Christ shall see of the travail of 

His soul, and shall be satisfied”’ ( Isaiah 53:11).  

God’s Kingdom comes progressively to individuals in the fol-

lowing degrees or stages: (1) God gives to men the outward 

means of salvation ( Romans 10:13-17); (2) the preached 

Word enters the mind, so that the mysteries of the Gospel are 

understood ( Matthew 13:23; Hebrews 6:4-6; 10:32); (3) the 

Holy Spirit regenerates men, so that they enter the Kingdom 

of God as willing subjects of His gracious reign ( John 

1:12,13; 3:3, 5); (4) at death, the spirits of the redeemed are 

freed from sin ( Romans 7:24,25; Hebrews 12:23); and (5) at 

the resurrection, the redeemed shall be fully glorified ( Ro-

mans 8:23).  

O Lord, let Thy Kingdom come to us who are strangers and 

pilgrims here on earth: prepare us for it and conduct us into 

it, that be yet outside of it; renew us by Thy Spirit that we 

may be subject to Thy will; confirm us who are in the way, 

that our souls after this life, and both soul and body in the 

Day of Judgment, may be fully glorified: yea, Lord, hasten 

this glorification to us and all Thine elect (W. Perkins).  

We say again that, though this is the most brief of the peti-

tions, it is also the most comprehensive. In praying, “Thy 

Kingdom come,” we plead for the power and blessing of the 

Holy Spirit to attend the preaching of the Word, for the 

Church to be furnished with God-given and God-equipped 

officers, for the ordinances to be purely administered, for an 

increase of spiritual gifts and graces in Christ’s members, 

and for the overthrow of Christ’s enemies. Thus we pray that 

the Kingdom of grace may be further extended till the whole 

of God’s elect are brought into it. Also, by necessary implica-

tion, we pray that God will wean us more and more from the 

perishing things of this world.  

In conclusion, let us point out some of the uses to which this 

petition should be put. First, we ought to bewail and confess 

our own failures to promote the Kingdom of God, and those of 

others. It is our duty to confess before God our wretched, nat-

ural depravity and the awful proclivity of our flesh to serve 

sin and the interests of Satan ( Romans 7:14-24). We ought to 

mourn the sad state of the world and its woeful transgres-

sions of God’s Law, by which God is dishonored and the king-

dom of Satan furthered ( <19B9136> Psalm 119:136; Mark 

3:5). Second, we are to earnestly seek those graces that will 

make our lives a sanctifying influence in the world, in order 

that God’s Kingdom might be both built and maintained.  

We are to endeavor to so subject ourselves to the command-

ments of Christ that we are wholly ruled by Him, always 

ready to do His bidding ( Romans 6:13). Third, having prayed 

for God’s enabling, we are to perform all the duties appointed 

to us by God, bringing forth the fruits that pertain to God’s 

Kingdom ( Matthew 21:43; Romans 14:17). This we are to do 

with all diligence ( Ecclesiastes 9:10; Colossians 3:17), using 

all the Divinely appointed means for the furthering of God’s 

Kingdom.  

This second petition is well summarized in The Westminster 

Shorter Catechism: In the second petition... we pray, that 

Satan’s kingdom may be destroyed; and that the Kingdom of 

grace may be advanced, ourselves and others brought into it, 

and kept in it; and that the Kingdom of glory may be has-

tened. 
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Every true Christian ought to be a man of prayer. All his views, all his affections, all his desires, hopes, and 

joys, ought to be constantly mounting on the wings of devotions and flying before him into heaven. Every rub 

that he meets with in this thorny wilderness, every outward combat, every inward struggle ought to make his 

groans and prayers rise incessantly, as memorials before that throne from which he expects aid and deliver-

ance. Without this, he is only a nominal, not a real Christian...If [he is not] not addicted to prayer, [he] is a 

man without any interest in Christ, without hope, and without God in the world.   —John Smith 



surrounding villages and farmland. Some have suggested 

that they were constructed in this grand manner to serve as 

a beacon of hope and truth which would be easily seen by 

religious seekers in the local community. 

Thus, pragmatically, the current meaning of the word 

"church" is a building. Based on this popular understanding, 

people "go to church," they can "change churches," they can 

"suffer a church split," and they can even be excommunicat-

ed from church." 

From the onset of the New-Testament era, there has been 

the tendency to establish ecclesiastical order through the 

division of labor within the fellowship of believers. Jesus 

addressed this congregational segregation by calling these 

leaders "Nicolaitans." This term comes from three Greek root 

words: Nikos means "Victory," Lai means "People," and Tes 

represents the word "The." Taken togeth-

er, the word defines someone who is a 

conqueror or victor over people. Herein 

we can see the beginning of the separa-

tion of the Clergy from the Laity. Jesus 

made it clear that He hates the: 

• "deeds of the Nicolaitans"    Rev 2:6 

• "doctrine of the Nicolaitans" Rev 2:15     

History shows us that, for the first three 

hundred years after the death and resur-

rection of Jesus, the followers of Christ 

did not have permanent facilities nor a 

requirement for ecclesiastical fraternities. 

From the account of the Acts of the Apostles that 

46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, 

and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat  

with gladness and singleness of heart, 47 Praising God, and 

having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the 

church daily such as should be saved.    Act 2:46-47 KJV 

From Paul's salutations, it would appear that the "church" 

was meeting primarily in homes. 

3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus: 4 

Who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom 

not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gen-

tiles. 5 Likewise [greet] the church that is in their house. Sa-

lute my wellbeloved Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of 

Achaia unto Christ.     Rom 16:3-5 KJV 

19 The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and Priscilla sa-

lute you much in the Lord, with the church that is in their 

house.    1Cor 16:19 KJV 

15 Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and Nymphas, 

and the church which is in his house.   Col 4 

2 And to [our] beloved Apphia, and Archippus our fellowsol-

Language is the chief medium by which we communicate 

ideas, opinions, and emotions. The foundation of honest com-

munication is a trust that the words that are being used are 

clear and concise. For us to achieve this, we will need to ex-

plore the origin and the meaning of key terms used in the 

Bible that have been redefined over time. 

Etymology is "The study of the origin and history of a word 

or words. Etymon means `origin of a word' in Latin, and 

comes from the Greek word etymon, meaning `literal mean-

ing of a word according to its origin.' Greek etymon in turn 

comes from etymos, which means `true.’  

Therefore, as we examine the modes of deception in the Age 

of Deceit, REDEFINTION of key terms in the Bible stands 

as a prime weapon in this age-old war on truth. 

Deception by Redefinition 

The deceptive act of redefinition is literal-

ly the dislocation of a word from its origin 

in order to give another meaning to that 

word and thereby the message of the pas-

sage where it is being used. This practice 

is most prevalent when dealing with es-

tablished writings where, although the 

text has been freely available for wide 

public viewing, key terms are "redefined" 

to obscure and then overlay the original 

with an entirely new meaning. 

Herein is the fertile field of auditory art 

where concrete concepts become conjec-

ture, clarity turns to confusion, and absolutes devolve into 

assumptions. It seems that every day we witness the re-

definition of foundational terms that in the past helped us to 

express our long-understood truths. Faced with the tide of 

historic precedence, these redactors, in a sense, adopt the 

motto of, "If you cannot erase it then simply redefine it." In 

effect, we are seeing the disintegration of truth through the 

recasting of the key terms that express it, thus dismantling 

the chance for clear communication. 

To make of list of all words that have been mangled in just 

the past ten to twenty years would fill many pages and 

would take hours to explain. However, there is one term 

used in the Bible that I would like to address as a part of this 

exploration. 

What is the Church? 

At first glance, most would agree that the term "church" is 

generally defined as "a building for public and especially 

Christian worship." In the grand scheme of things, it brings 

to mind those massive ecclesiastical superstructures of Eu-

rope which have stood as sentinels for over a millennium. 

These imposing religious citadels generally tower over the 

The Age of Deceit - Part 6 by Ron Matsen 
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house cannot stand."   Mar 3:24-25 KJV 

That said, the downside of denominationalism is the appar-

ent schism it creates within the church founded by Jesus 

Christ. The world then looks on and asks, "Why can't the 

churches work together?" This question seems justified when 

you consider the teaching of Jesus when He said, 

34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one 

another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 35 

By this shall all [men] know that ye are my disciples, if ye 

have love one to another.  Jhn 13:34-35 KJV 

Etymology of the Term "Church" 

The first use of the term "church" is referenced in Matthew 

chapter 16, verse 18 where Jesus tells Peter, "And I say also 

unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 

my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it." 

In this passage, the English word trans-

lated "church" comes from the Greek 

word "ekklesia" which is a compound of 

the Greek term "ek" (meaning "out or) 

and a derivative of the Greek word 

"kale6" (meaning "to call" or "to invite"). 

Therefore, the term "church" that Jesus 

used means "the called-out ones." The 

followers of Jesus were literally called 

out of the world of darkness and death 

into a world of light and life. 

At no time during the ministry of Jesus 

Christ did He instruct His followers to 

"build Him a church." In fact, after the 

amazing revelation of Christ's transfiguration we are told, 

4 Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, "Lord, it is good 

for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernac-

les; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias."       

Mat 17:4 KJV 

It is important to note that no tabernacles were requested by 

Jesus nor later built by Peter. In typical fashion, perhaps 

Peter wanted to solidify something that was purely spiritual. 

Making a monument out of a marvelous experience can be 

dangerous as it can lead to a kind of idolatry where the place 

becomes more important than the people it was intended to 

bless. 

The apostle Paul exhorted the Christians in Corinth, Greece 

by stating, 

10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Je-

sus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be 

no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined togeth-

er in the same mind and in the same judgment. 11 For it 

hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them 

which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions 

among you. 12 Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I 

dier, and to the church in thy house:    Phm 7:2 

It was during the reign of the Roman Emperor Constantine 

that Christianity was decriminalized and was thereafter 

allowed the freedom to hold open assemblies and own prop-

erty. It is also at this time that the State Church of the Ro-

man Empire was launched. Here is where we see the estab-

lishment, organization, and growth of the professional 

priests and the subjugation of the laity. The subsequent sep-

aration of the common people from the source documents of 

the Bible left the believing followers isolated and ignorant as 

they became completely dependent on the religious elite to 

guide them into what they were told was God's truth. 

Organization as the Church? 

There is a second definition for the term "church" which re-

fers to an institution or human organization. This broader 

usage normally incorporates many local "churches" into a 

centralized entity that offers affiliation, 

accreditation, and accountability. Much 

could be said in comparing the benefits 

and differences of the dizzying number of 

denominations, but it is clear from histo-

ry that denominationalism is ultimately 

divisive. 

According to the World Christian Ency-

clopedia of 2001, there are approximately 

33,000 different Christian groups 

(denominations) in the world since AD 

30. There are at least 1,200 different 

Christian denominations in the United 

States alone. Some groups classify Chris-

tianity into eight meta-groups, namely 

Roman Catholicism, Eastern Orthodoxy, Oriental Ortho-

doxy, and Assyrian Churches, Protestantism, Restoration-

ism, Anglican Communicants, Pentecostal, and others. Basi-

cally, the Church has been splintering into denominational 

fragments for more than 1,600 years. 

The term "denomination" comes from the Latin root "de" 

(meaning "completely") and "nominare" (meaning "to 

name.")4 In other words, to establish a denomination means 

to "completely take a name" as a means of identifying your-

self apart from all others. Simply put, this is a tactic taken 

from the business franchise owners. They protect their 

"name as a brand" so they can exercise control over it. 

I believe that it is safe to say that denominations are simply 

human institutions, and while different denominations do 

often represent differences in certain doctrines, beliefs, or 

practices, the vast majority of Christian denominations are 

united in a common faith in Christ. 

However, Jesus made it quite clear by stating, 

"24 And if a kingdom be divided against itself, that kingdom 

cannot stand. 25 And if a house be divided against itself, that 
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am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. 

13 Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye 

baptized in the name of Paul?   1Cor 1:10-13 KJV 

Paul continued this teaching by stating, 

3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envy-

ing, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as 

men? 4 For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am 

of Apollos; are ye not carnal? 5 Who then is Paul, and who is 

Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord 

gave to every man? 61 have planted, Apollos watered; but God 

gave the increase. 7 So then neither is he that planteth any 

thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the in-

crease. 8 Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: 

and every man shall receive his own reward according to his 

own labour. 9 For we are labourers together with God: ye are 

God's husbandry, ye are God's building.   1Cor 3:3-9 KJV 

Therefore, it is clear to me that we should not attempt to 

build God a church. Instead, we should 

allow God to build us into a unified Body 

of Christ. 

Business, Building or Body? 

The apostle Paul's letter to the Church in 

Rome says, 

3 For I say, through the grace given unto 

me, to every man that is among you, not 

to think of himself more highly than he 

ought to think; but to think soberly, ac-

cording as God hath dealt to every man 

the measure of faith. 4 For as we have 

many members in one body, and all mem-

bers have not the same office: 5 So we, being many, are one 

body in Christ, and everyone members one of another. Rom 

12:3-5 KJV 

27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 

1Cor 12:27 KJV 

When you comprehend the correct understanding of the Bib-

lical text concerning the CHURCH, you get the right plan 

and perspective from its Builder, Jesus Christ. Please do not 

misunderstand my intention concerning this focus on the 

original definition of the term we have been exploring. I 

mean no disrespect to the various forms of fellowship or 

styles of worship that can be found within the Body of Christ 

today. My main concern is the overemphasis of differences 

based on denominational creeds and practices that affect the 

ability of the Church to function as a unified Body of Believ-

ers whose objective should be to "Go ye into all the world and 

preach the gospel to every creature."  

Another way of looking at this problem is to appreciate that if 

you get the "foundation" correct, then the "building" can be 

constructed true to its original design. The apostle Paul gave 

this same instruction to the Church in Corinth. 

"10 According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a 

wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another 

buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth 

thereupon."   1Cor 3:10 KJV 

Again, it is Paul who gives us the big picture of what Jesus is 

doing with His Body of Believers on the earth. 

"11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 

some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For the 

perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 

edifying of the body of Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity 

of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 

perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of 

Christ: 14 That we [henceforth] be no more children, tossed to 

and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 

sleight of men, [and] cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in 

wait to deceive; 15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow 

up into him in all things, which is the 

head, [even] Christ: 16 From whom the 

whole body fitly joined together and com-

pacted by that which every joint suppli-

eth, according to the effectual working in 

the measure of every part, maketh in-

crease of the body unto the edifying of 

itself in love."    Eph 4:11-16 KJV 

The apostle Peter identifies the followers 

of Jesus, 

"5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a 

spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to 

offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to 

God by Jesus Christ."  1Pet 2:5 KJV 

He continues by stating, 

"9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 

nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the prais-

es of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvel-

lous light: 10 Which in time past were not a people, but are 

now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but 

now have obtained mercy"   1Pet 2:9-10 KJV 

If you have personally responded to the call of Jesus Christ in 

your life through repentance from your dead works of self-

righteousness and have placed your faith in the completed 

work of Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary, then the Holy 

Spirit alone will confirm that you are one of "the called-out 

ones." Then you ARE a member of the only one true Church 

that was started and will be completed by Jesus Christ our 

Saviour and Lord and your name is written in the Lamb's 

Book of Life which is the only membership record that really 

matters. 
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Something Hidden by Chuck Missler  

Esther is an obscure book to many, even though it is a story 

of romance and palace intrigue set in the glory days of the 

Persian Empire. A Jewish maiden, elevated to the throne of 

Persia as its queen, is used by God to preserve His people 

against a Hitler-like annihilation. 

To this day, the Feast of Purim commemorates the memory 

of this deliverance. Even the works of Shakespeare's dra-

matic genius cannot compare with the drama and irony in 

this captivating epic. 

However, the book deals with real historical events, not just 

a story to highlight a moral. It deals with an escape from 

genocidal annihilation after their return from Babylonian 

captivity. Chronologically, Esther makes possible Nehemiah. 

It was Esther's marriage to the king of Persia that ultimate-

ly leads to the rebuilding of Jerusalem and enables the chain 

of events that led to the appearance of the Messiah five cen-

turies later. 

The Mysteries of the Book 

However, the Biblical mysteries abound: 

There is no mention of the name of God in 

the book. There is no reference to worship 

or faith. There is no mention or prediction 

of the Messiah; no mention of heaven or 

hell; there is nothing "religious" about it. 

It is a gripping tale, but why is it here in 

the Bible? Martin Luther believed it 

should not be part of the Canon! 

The name Esther gives us a clue: it 

means "Something Hidden"! And we dis-

cover that there are numerous surprises hidden behind, and 

underneath, the text itself. 

Summary of the Drama 

Orphaned as a child and brought up by her cousin Mordecai, 

Esther was selected by King Ahasuerus to replace the queen 

when Vashti was disgraced. Haman, the prime minister, 

persuaded the king to issue an edict of extermination of all 

the Jews in the Persian Empire. Esther, on Mordecai's ad-

vice, endangered her own life by appearing before the king-

without being invited - in order to intercede for her people.  

Seeing that the king was well disposed toward her, she invit-

ed him and Haman to a private banquet, during which she 

did not reveal her desire but invited them to yet another 

banquet, thus misleading Haman by making him think that 

he was in the queen's good graces. Her real intention was to 

take revenge on him. During a second banquet, Queen Es-

ther revealed her Jewish origin to the king, begged for her 

life and the life of her people, and named her enemy.  

Angry with Haman, King Ahasuerus retreated into the pal-

ace garden. Haman, in great fear, remained to plead for his 

life from the Queen. While imploring, Haman fell on Es-

ther's couch and was found in this ostensibly compromising 

situation upon the king's return. He was immediately con-

demned to be hung on the very gallows which he had previ-

ously prepared for Mordecai. 

The king complied with Esther's request, and the edict of 

destruction was then changed into permission for the Jews 

to avenge themselves on their enemies. 

The Feast of Purim was instituted by Mordecai to celebrate 

the deliverance of the Jews from Haman's plot to kill them. 

Our Jewish friends continue to celebrate this feast to this 

day, which is based on the events in the Book of Esther. Pu-

rim (from Akkadian, puru, "lots") is so called after the lots 

cast by Haman in order to determine the month in which the 

slaughter was to take place.  

Surprising Roots Behind the Tale 

The two principal protagonists are, of 

course, Haman and Mordecai. We are 

surprised to discover that this narrative 

has its roots several generations earlier. 

Haman was an "Agagite," a royal Ama-

lekite, the last of his proud house to occu-

py a position of influence and power. 

"Agag" was the name given to the kings 

of Amalek, the people "against whom the 

Lord hath indignation forever." We first 

read of the land of the Amalekites, in the 

valleys of southern Palestine, involved in 

the great conflicts of the Elamite ascendancy from which 

ultimately the Persian Empire emerges.    

To fully understand the cosmic drama taking place, one 

must begin with the birth of Esau and Jacob. The twins - 

Jacob and Esau - struggling together picture the flesh and 

Spirit struggling against one another. Amalek descended 

from Esau.  

Amalek fought with Israel at Rephidim. "YHWH will have 

war with Amalek from generation to generation." Both Ba-

laam and Moses foretold the doom of this haughty foe. Every 

time Israel rose up in their own power, they were clobbered; 

whenever they rose up in faith and the lowliness of self-

judgment, Amalek's power was broken.  

Saul's Failure 

Samuel commissioned Saul to "go and smite Amalek, and 

utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them not." But 

Saul failed to carry it out. He spared Agag, and so God took 

the kingdom from Saul. Had Saul been obedient, Haman 

could never have appeared on the scene. Although Samuel 

subsequently showed Agag no mercy, some of his children 
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escaped him. Haman is witness that Samuel likewise failed to exterminate the rest of the 

royal family. Sin unjudged, evil propensities unmortified, will result in grave trouble later. It 

is also important to realize that Mordecai was a descendant of Shimei, who was a recipient of 

David's grace when he refused to take vengeance upon him.  

Now 600 years later, Mordecai, a descendant of the house of Kish, the father of King Saul, 

and a royal Amalekite by the name of Haman, a final descendant of Agag, confront each oth-

er! With Haman's death, and that of his ten sons, the name of Amalek will be blotted out 

from under heaven. 

Microcodes  -  One of the many surprises hidden within the text itself are the presence of 

eight microcodes: five acrostics and three "equidistant letter sequences" that spell out the 

name of God and with some surprising designed-in relevances! 

Macrocodes  -  Of even more personal impact than the microcodes are the macrocodes which 

seem to be hidden behind the narrative. Paul reveals that the historic incidents that hap-

pened to Israel are intended as types (or models) for us: 

Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples [as a warning]: and they are written 

for our admonition [instruction]... - 1 Corinthians 10:11 

For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through 

patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. - Romans 15:4 

The Book of Esther also seems to foreshadow the Book of Romans as the story-behind-the 

story: the classic struggle between the flesh and the spirit. The Bible is given to us (1) to 

know God; and (2) to know ourselves! And it is our very selves which also seem to be in view 

in some surprising - yet practical - ways. 

It is not only a gripping and enjoyable drama, but a challenging puzzle to unravel, and it can 

be a deeply impacting influence on our Christian walk! Good hunting! 

Spurgeon Morning and Evening—Morning, November 9th  

“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:”— Colossians 2:6 

If we have received Christ himself in our inmost hearts, our new life will manifest its inti-

mate acquaintance with him by a walk of faith in him. 

Walking implies action.  -  Our religion is not to be confined to our closet; we must carry out 

into practical effect that which we believe. If a man walks in Christ, then he so acts as Christ 

would act; for Christ being in him, his hope, his love, his joy, his life, he is the reflex of the 

image of Jesus; and men say of that man, “He is like his Master; he lives like Jesus Christ.” 

Walking signifies progress.  -  “So walk ye in him”; proceed from grace to grace, run forward 

until you reach the uttermost degree of knowledge that a man can attain concerning our Be-

loved. 

Walking implies continuance.  -  There must be a perpetual abiding in Christ. How many 

Christians think that in the morning and evening they ought to come into the company of 

Jesus, and may then give their hearts to the world all the day: but this is poor living; we 

should always be with him, treading in his steps and doing his will. 

Walking also implies habit.  -  When we speak of a man’s walk and conversation, we mean 

his habits, the constant tenor of his life. Now, if we sometimes enjoy Christ, and then forget 

him; sometimes call him ours, and anon lose our hold, that is not a habit; we do not walk in 

him. 

We must keep to him, cling to him, never let him go, but live and have our being in him. “As 

ye have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him”; persevere in the same way in 

which ye have begun, and, as at the first Christ Jesus was the trust of your faith, the source 

of your life, the principle of your action, and the joy of your spirit, so let him be the same till 

life’s end; the same when you walk through the valley of the shadow of death, and enter into 

the joy and the rest which remain for the people of God. 

O Holy Spirit, enable us to obey this heavenly precept. 
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