
“Ringing out the old and bringing in the new.” I think you will agree that 2022 has just been 

an extension of 2021, and extension of 2020! I am REALLY ready for 2022 to be over! We 

have seen unprecedented challenges and changes that have affected the very values we hold 

dear as God’s people. The unprecedented over reach from our government caused by the Chi-

na Virus response continues. The dictates that have deprived us our rights both of speech, 

freedom and life itself are becoming entrenched in our institutions.  More corruption is being 

uncovered in our state and federal governments, as the result of the 2020 election fraud 

takes hold. The horrors of medical induced deaths now being revealed. The moral infrastruc-

ture of our culture continues to disintegrate. And finally, our government leaders are totally 

disregarding the warnings from our Lord God of His impending judgement on us as a coun-

try. But what of living our life in 2023? Going through each day? The question made famous 

by Francis Schaeffer: “How then should we live?” 

The Apostle Paul states: “Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship 

from God bestowed on me for your benefit, so that I might fully carry out the preaching of 

the word of God, that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and genera-

tions, but has now been manifested to His saints, to whom God willed to make known what 

is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope 

of glory. We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, 

so that we may present every man complete in Christ. For this purpose also I labor, striving 

according to His power, which mightily works within me.” Colossians 1:25-29 

He then directs our path by saying: “Brethren, join in following my example, and observe 

those who walk according to the pattern you have in us. For many walk, of whom I often told 

you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end 

is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their 

minds on earthly things. For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait 

for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state into 

conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to sub-

ject all things to Himself.” (Philippians 3:17-21) 

We have this new year before us. We are encouraged to always remember “This is the day 

that the Lord has made! Let us rejoice and be glad in it!” (Psalm 118:24) Great expectations 

should await us! Not knowing what the whole year will look like but looking forward to to-

day. Not knowing exactly what will be revealed and uncovered. Some hope, wonder, in-

trepidation, fear and dread accompany each days reveal. However; what ever may be ahead 

in 2023, we know, all of our lives are built on a sound foundation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

As children of God we have the firmest foundation possible, the God of the Universe. His 

presence within us promises a foundation that cannot be shaken. The wind and waves of 

2023 must come. The enemies of God work to usher in change, to force us to follow the will of 

the Evil one. With all that Job endured he stated in 42:1-6: Then Job answered the LORD 

and said, “I know that You can do all things, And that no purpose of Yours can be thwarted. 
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the bestowal of this salvation is our need and misery: “For 

when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died 

for the ungodly” (Rom 5:6). This obedience unto death ob-

tained for us a right to the tree of life and of entrance into 

the city of God. By this, Jesus has become “the author of 

eternal salvation unto all them that obey him” (Heb 5:9). Our 

own obedience to the commands of God our Savior is not, 

therefore, the consideration for which God bestows upon us 

eternal life or gives us a right to the security and enjoyment 

of His people. 

2.  But though not the meritorious cause of our salvation, it 

is the indispensable antecedent and preparation for its com-

pletion in eternal glory. And it is thus required of us. This 

renewal of our nature in the character of heaven and the 

likeness of God is the method of our preparation for the en-

joyment of the presence of God in heaven...The business of 

heaven is unqualified and everlasting submission to the will 

of God. For this, the increasing holiness of the Christian on 

the earth educates and prepares him more and more. They 

who have lived and who die unto the Lord rest in the hour of 

their death from their earthly labors; but their works follow 

them, not only as the evidence of their character, but as the 

commencement of that life of perfect obedience to God and 

cordial delight in His presence and government in which 

they are to be occupied forever. Jesus is the way that leadeth 

unto life, and the holiness of His servants is their walking in 

this way of divine provision. There is no other method in 

which we may be prepared for glory. He who would delight 

himself in the eternal contemplation of the majesty and glory 

of God must not become [accustomed] here to love darkness 

rather than light or to indulge in works that are evil. Our 

doing the commandments of God is a travelling onward to 

His rest—a walking in the way of life. And the worth and 

influence of this obedience is displayed in the fact that it is of 

necessity, in the nature of the case, the indispensable 

preparative and antecedent to the glory that this rest pro-

poses. 

God’s Law and Obedience by Stephen Tyng (1800-1885) 
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Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they 

may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in 

through the gates into the city.—Revelation 22:14 

The salvation that the gospel [proclaims] to man is entirely 

free. A fundamental principle [of it is this]: it is not of works, 

lest any man should boast (Eph 2:8-9). God hath saved us, 

not by works of righteousness that we have done, but accord-

ing to His mercy (Ti 3:5). Yet the assurance is uttered with 

equal solemnity and precision: without holiness, no man 

shall see the Lord (Heb 12:14). It becomes, therefore, a most 

important topic for us to consider: What is the worth of 

man’s obedience?...Salvation from sin—offering everlasting 

life and happiness in that life—is the great promise of the 

gospel and the object to which the gospel leads our desires 

and exertions. To attain this blessing, it urges us to forget 

the things that are behind (Phi 3:13), to count all other 

things as loss (Phi 3:8), to look not at the things that are 

seen and are temporal (2Co 4:18). But while it offers this 

salvation freely through the grace of God, it opens but one 

path to its attainment—one highway, which is called “The 

way of holi-ness” (Isa 35:8). This is presented to us in our 

text. They who do the commandments of God have a right to 

the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the 

city...A consideration of the worth of man’s obedience to the 

divine commandments requires us to understand the charac-

ter under which this obedience is demanded and the effect 

that it is to produce upon our eternal condition. 

1. It is not the meritorious cause of our salvation or the thing 

for which God saves us in any degree. We are saved by grace 

and not of ourselves. No obedience could have the effect of 

meriting life but that spotless obedience that the Law re-

quires. The only merit that has deserved and claimed salva-

tion for us—or can do it—is that obedience of the Lord Jesus, 

which has actually fulfilled the Law. And [it] is offered to us 

as a free gift of the grace of God when we are perishing un-

der the condemnation of sin...All that God respects in us in 

‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’ There-

fore I have declared that which I did not understand, Things 

too wonderful for me, which I did not know.” 4 ‘Hear, now, 

and I will speak; I will ask You, and You instruct me.’  “I 

have heard of You by the hearing of the ear; But now my eye 

sees You; Therefore I retract, And I repent in dust and ash-

es.” 

Outer change must come but inner change brings us ever 

closer to our Lord Christ Jesus every day! There is no chal-

lenge that can effect our foundation in Him. The Apostle 

Paul tells us above of his ministry to the church, for the 

church and with the church all standing on one truth: which 

“is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, 

which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” That has never, 

nor will it ever change. 

In 2023, I pray for you to stand ever more confidently and 

more aware of your foundation, “Christ in you, the hope in 

glory”  and  “our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we 

eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christas.” Let us 

preach, teach and grow toward completion in Christ together 

each day in 2023. Happy New Year! 

    Pastor Robert 
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3.  Obedience to the commandments of God is required of us 

under the gospel as a debt of gratitude to Christ and an evi-

dence of our love for Him. This is the motive to Christian 

obedience that Jesus offers us when He says, “If ye love me, 

keep my commandments” (Joh 14:15). True love to Christ 

will constrain us to live, not unto ourselves, but for Him Who 

died for us and rose again that He might bring us unto God 

(1Pe 3:18). We have been bought by Him with a price that we 

may glorify Him in our bodies and our spirits, which are His. 

He enjoins it upon us as the argument and evidence of 

friendship to Him that we follow Him in a life of holiness and 

endeavor to walk in His steps. He would bind us here by 

those cords of love that shall hold throughout eternity. He 

would deal with us, not as vassals and servants whom He 

can govern as He pleases and order according to His will, but 

as the chosen companions and friends in whom He will de

light forever, and whose hearts He would now attach to that 

holiness and purity in which He desires them eternally to 

shine to His honor. Our conformity to Him and imitation of 

His life is the evidence that He asks of 

our gratitude for His mercy and our love 

for His character. If we have been made 

partakers of His redemption and are one 

with Him in the bonds of an everlasting 

covenant, thus, the necessary and con-

stant gratitude of our hearts will display 

itself. It will be the purpose of our grate-

ful minds to walk in ways of holiness 

before Him. And the importance of this 

gratitude for God’s unspeakable gift indi-

cates the worth and influence of this obe-

dience to the divine commandments, 

which is required of us under the gospel. 

4. Our obedience to the divine commandments is required as 

the evidence of our Christian character and of our title to the 

inheritance of the people of God. Multitudes may say, “Lord, 

Lord, open unto us...We have eaten and drunk in thy pres-

ence, and thou hast taught in our streets” (Luk 13:25-26), to 

whom the reply must be, “Not every one that saith unto me, 

Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 

that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven” (Mat 

7:21). The title to reward—to life eternal—is the perfect obe-

dience of the Lord Jesus. “He that hath the Son hath 

life” (1Jo 5:12). But the evidence that this title has been con-

ferred upon us and that this perfect obedience is made ours 

through grace is in the renewing power of the Holy Spirit, by 

which we are sealed unto the day of redemption (Eph 4:30). 

By no other testimony can our title be established. Vain is 

any assertion of our right to the tree of life or claim of an 

entrance into the City of God while there is an absence of 

this one evidence by which the people of God are known. “He 

that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, 

even as he walked” (1Jo 2:6). “In this the children of God are 

manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not 

righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his 

brother” (1Jo 3:10). By faith that accepts and rests upon Je-

sus as our righteousness and redemption, we are justified 

and made the heirs of glory. But no man can give an evi-

dence of the possession of the faith that justifies in whom 

there is not an obedience in holiness, a working by love, and 

a victory over the world. An unholy follower of Jesus is a 

manifest contradiction...The worth of this evidence of our 

interest and union with Christ indicates the worth of our 

obedience to the divine commandments. 

Our obedience to the divine law is necessary to bring assur-

ance of salvation to our own hearts. There is no possible 

method by which a man indulging in voluntary sin can be 

justly assured of the safety of his own soul. To suppose it 

possible is to suppose his obtaining assurance of that which 

has no existence! “There is no peace, saith my God, to the 

wicked” (Isa 57:21). Though man’s obedience is not the foun-

dation of his hope, yet his hope is coordinate with his obedi

ence. And there can be no hope for a disobedient man…  Un-

less he be converted from his sin and re-

newed unto holiness in the whole charac-

ter of his soul, he shall be lost forever. For 

such a man to retain a fancied security is 

to be given over to believe a lie. The work 

of the Spirit upon the heart is the evi-

dence of man’s interest in the promises of 

the Savior and, of necessity, the measure 

of his own assurance of hope. The worth 

of his obedience, which the Spirit thus 

produces in him, is measured therefore by 

the worth of the assurance of hope, of 

which it is the evidence and proof. “And 

hereby we know that he abideth in us, by 

the Spirit which he hath given us” (1Jo 3:24). 

Our obedience to the divine commandments is necessary 

because this is the absolute command of God. “This is the 

will of God, even your sanctification” (1Th 4:3). He has abso-

lutely connected man’s obedience with man’s security; and 

they cannot be put asunder. He requires us to glorify Him in 

the good works that He hath before ordained that we should 

walk in them (Eph 2:10). All that He has desired or revealed, 

enjoined upon others, or done Himself is that He might make 

rebellious and unholy beings once more perfect in holiness 

after His own image. For this His love has labored. For this 

His grace has been exerted and displayed. For this His pow-

er has been manifested...The way of holiness is by the will of 

God made the way to glory. And the worth and influence of 

man’s obedience under the gospel is displayed in the fact 

that this is the offering that God requires, and which alone 

He will accept from man. 

We have in these points, clearly set before us, the effect of 

man’s obedience to God upon his eternal condition. The text 

declares that they who do His commandments have a right 

to the tree of life and to an entrance through the gates into 

the city. They are blessed and happy because they are in the 
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possession of this right. It is not that their right is founded upon this obedience. 

But this obedience is the evidence of their character, the mark of their condition, 

the proof that they have received such privileges as the unspeakable gift of God! 

Were they destitute of this obedience, they could give no evidence of their partner-

ship with Christ in the privileges of His kingdom. And its worth is manifested in 

the fact that it is indispensable for the security of their souls and to their posses-

sion of life eternal. 

Here, then, we see who are the real candidates for the glory and bliss of the king-

dom of God. They are those who are growing in spiritual holiness, maturing in 

deep and humble piety, and acquiring daily more of the blessed and lovely spirit of 

the Redeemer of men. They have been delivered from the condemnation of the 

Law and from the punishment due to sin, but the Law as [a] rule of life has been 

written upon their hearts. In conformity to it, they are bringing forth the fruits of 

the Spirit and have crucified the flesh with its unholy affections and lusts (Gal 

5:24). Our confidence in hope and our peace in believing will always rise or fall 

with the actual conformity of our character to the will of Christ and our watchful-

ness and devotion to the attainment of this conformity to Christ. We are to grow in 

grace, if we would abound in consolation and hope. To be with Christ and to 

[awaken in] His likeness, we must here acquire an entire self-renunciation and a 

simple union of ourselves with Him. While we thus press forward in the path of 

obedience, though our infirmities and imperfections are many, yet being of one 

mind and desiring only to become like Him Whom we love and follow, we are pre-

paring to enter through the gate into the city. The Savior will pass by our in

firmities, heal our backslidings, [and] will look to the motive and purpose by which 

we have been guided, not to the imperfections that have marked the accomplish-

ment of them. He will accept us according to that which we have, while all that 

we had, has been cheerfully given up for Him. [He] will bid us to come as the 

blessed of His Father to receive the kingdom prepared for us from the foundation 

of the world (Mat 25:34). 
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Legalists teach that believers are 

under the Law, even as it is the 

covenant of works: Antinomians, 

on the contrary, assert that        

believers are not only not under it 

as a covenant, but not under it 

even as a rule of duty. These two 

assertions are not more contrary  

to one another, than they both are 

to the truth as it is in Jesus.  

—John Colquhoun 
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Make no mistake about it, ours is a culture of specialization 

and niche marketing. From vegetarian or vegan restau-

rants to the most obscure hobby, entrepreneurs have found 

a way to tap into every conceivable niche market. And just 

as the church has borrowed other trends and techniques 

from the marketing world, niche marketing has been no 

exception. It should come as no surprise that para-church 

ministries and organizations have a target audience that 

they aim for, but we are seeing an increasing number of 

Christian churches that are shaping their ministries to 

reach a particular niche market. Sometimes this trend is 

the result of a subtle shift in the church’s ministry as they 

minister to a particular segment of the congregation. For 

instance, a church with a growing number of college age 

members may develop programs geared to meet the needs 

of that group. Concern for this group can evolve from a Sun-

day School class, to a small group fellow-

ship, to a series of sermons tailored for 

that group, music that would appeal to 

that group, and on and on until the 

church has the character and reputation 

of being “a church for college students.” 

You can substitute “college student” with 

any other group or special interest such 

as family, young marrieds, business peo-

ple, ad infinitum, but the end result is 

the same, a special interest-groups 

church, with a certain target audience.  

But while some churches evolve to this 

point, others are planned and planted 

with the intention of catering to a specific group. Whether 

the specialty church is the result of efforts to meet the 

needs of a particular group within a given congregation, or 

of a church plant with a target audience in mind, the result 

is the same — an unnecessarily unbalanced and unhealthy 

church. This may appear to be an overstatement, but con-

sider a family where one child is catered to and another is 

neglected. This is to the detriment of both. The one that is 

catered to develops unrealistic expectations and possibly a 

sense of entitlement. While the one that is neglected is 

made to feel inferior and at times even unloved, if not re-

sentful of the favored child. But let’s consider a church sce-

nario. A friend once told of an elderly widow who visited his 

church because her pastor was starting a prolonged series 

of sermons on sex. She understood the importance of ad-

dressing this subject from a biblical and pastoral perspec-

tive, but several weeks on the subject was more than she 

needed. Or, take a church that tailors its ministry to fami-

lies with children, not only will such an emphasis not minis-

ter to those who are not married and have no children, but 

it could also prompt them to become discontent in their 

state. Contrary to what some may think or say (even many 

Christians), everyone that is single is not necessarily look-

ing to be married. I have heard the complaints of unmarried 

Christians about the subtle pressures placed on them 

(sometimes in the context of singles ministries) to find a suit-

able mate, when finding a mate is the least of their concerns. 

In fact, Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 7:8, 32–35 suggest that 

single Christians have fewer hindrances when it comes to 

serving the Lord. It is the responsibility of church leaders to 

provide an atmosphere that nurtures and edifies the whole 

covenant family.  

Of course there is a place for special interest or small group 

ministries in the church. But I wonder if the contemporary 

church has made these secondary auxiliary ministries the 

driving force and defining character of the church. In other 

words, if a local church does not have a youth ministry, or a 

young adult fellowship, does this mean that church has noth-

ing to offer youth and young adults? Have these special inter-

est groups become the cornerstone of the church? On the con-

trary, the apostle Paul presents a differ-

ent picture. In Ephesians 4:11–16 he says 

that Christ has given His church pastor-

teachers to the whole body (family) for 

some very specific purposes:  

First, they are for the equipping of the 

saints for the work of ministry. Edmund 

Clowney in his book, The Church, says 

that the work of ministry consists in 

three things: serving God in worship, the 

world in missions and evangelism, and 

each other in nurture. Our gifts and par-

ticipation in these things may differ, but 

our commitment to them should be equal. 

Another purpose of the church in its ministry to the whole 

family is “building up the body of Christ until we all attain to 

the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God” 

(Eph. 4:12–13). Knowledge of the person and work of Christ 

is important to the whole body. 

Thirdly, it is the duty of the church to build up the family so 

they are not easily deceived “by every wind of doctrine.” In 

other words, the family of God must be instructed in what we 

believe and why. 

A fourth purpose of the church to the whole family is the 

stressing of our organic unity. Paul says “the whole body, 

joined and held together by every joint with which it is 

equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the 

body grow so that it builds itself up in love” (v. 16). 

If these things are our primary focus, then each member of 

the family will be equipped to serve, they will recognize their 

individual value to the body and appreciate the value of their 

brothers and sisters, as we uphold our common faith, and 

glorify our heavenly Father. 

Tabletalk Magazine 

 

Building Up The Body by Ken Jones 

 

...the work of ministry consists 

in three things: serving God in 

worship, the world in missions 

and evangelism, and each 

other in nurture.  
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“Give us this day our daily bread”–Matthew 6:11 

We turn our attention to those petitions that more immedi-

ately concern ourselves. The fact that our Lord placed 

three petitions that relate directly to God’s legitimate in-

terests first should sufficiently indicate to us that we must 

labor in prayer to promote the manifestative glory of God, 

to advance His Kingdom, and to do His will before we are 

permitted to supplicate for our own needs. These petitions 

that more immediately concern ourselves are four in num-

ber, and in them we may clearly discern an implied refer-

ence to each of the Persons of the blessed Trinity. Our tem-

poral needs are supplied by the kindness of the Father. 

Our sins are forgiven through the mediation of the Son. We 

are preserved from temptation and delivered from evil by 

the gracious operations of the Holy Spirit. Let us carefully 

note the proportion that is observed in these last four peti-

tions: one of them concerns our bodily needs; three relate 

to the concerns of the soul. This teaches us that in prayer, 

as in all other activities of life, temporal concerns are to be 

subordinated to spiritual concerns. 

"Give us this day our daily bread." Perhaps it will be help-

ful if we begin by raising a number of questions. First, why 

does this request for the supply of bodily needs come before 

those petitions that concern the needs of the soul? Second, 

what is signified by, and included in, the term bread? 

Third, in what sense may we suitably beg God for our daily 

bread when we already have a supply on hand? Fourth, 

how can bread be a Divine gift if we earn the same by our 

own labors? Fifth, what is our Lord inculcating by restrict-

ing the request to "our daily bread"? Before attempting to 

answer these queries let us say that, with almost all of the 

best of the commentators, we regard the prime reference as 

being to material bread rather than to spiritual. Matthew 

Henry has astutely pointed out that the reason this re-

quest for the supply of our physical needs heads the last 

four petitions is that "our natural [well being] is necessary 

[for] our spiritual well-being in this world." In other words, 

God grants to us the physical things of this life as helps to 

the discharge of our spiritual duties. And since they are 

given by Him, they are to be employed in His service. What 

gracious consideration God shows toward our weakness: 

we are unapt and unfit to perform our higher duties if de-

prived of the things needed for the sustenance of our bodily 

existence. We may also rightly infer that this petition 

comes first in order to promote the steady growth and 

strengthening of our faith. Perceiving the goodness and 

faithfulness of God in supplying our daily physical needs, 

we are encouraged and stimulated to ask for higher bless-

ings (cf. Acts 17:25-28). 

"Our daily bread" refers primarily to the supply of our tem-

poral needs. With the Hebrews, bread was a generic term, 

signifying the necessities and conveniences of this life 

The Lords Prayer—The 4th Petition by AW Pink 

(Gen. 3:19; 28:20), such as food, raiment, and housing. Inher-

ent in the use of the specific term bread rather than the more 

general term food is an emphasis teaching us to ask not for 

dainties or for riches, but for that which is wholesome and 

needful. Bread here includes health and appetite, apart from 

which food does us no good. It also takes into account our 

nourishment: for this comes not from the food alone, nor does 

it lie within the power of man’s will. Hence God’s blessing on 

it is to be sought. "For every creature of God is good, and 

nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving: For 

it is sanctified by the Word of God and prayer" (1 Tim. 4:4, 5). 

In begging God to give us our daily bread, we ask that He 

might graciously provide us with a portion of outward things 

such as He sees will be best suited to our calling and station. 

"Give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food con-

venient for me: Lest I be full, and deny Thee, and say, Who is 

the Lord? or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of 

my God in vain" (Prov. 30:8, 9). If God grants us the superflu-

ities of life, we are to be thankful, and must endeavor to use 

them to His glory; but we must not ask for them. "And having 

food and raiment let us be therewith content" (1 Tim. 6:8). 

We are to ask for "our daily bread." It is to be obtained not by 

theft, nor by taking by force or fraud what belongs to anoth-

er, but by our personal labor and industry. "Love not sleep, 

lest thou come to poverty; open thine eyes, and thou shalt be 

satisfied with bread" (Prov. 20:13). "She looketh well to the 

ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of idle-

ness" (Prov.31:27). 

How can I sincerely ask God for this day’s bread when I al-

ready have a good supply on hand? First, I may ask this be-

cause my present temporal portion may speedily be taken 

from me, and that without any warning. A striking and sol-

emn illustration of this is found in Genesis 19:15-25. Fire 

may burn down one’s house and everything in it. So by ask-

ing God for the daily supply of our temporal needs, we 

acknowledge our complete dependency upon His bounty. Sec-

ond, we should plead this petition every day, because what 

we have will profit us nothing unless God deigns also to bless 

the same to us. Third, love requires that I pray this way, be-

cause this petition comprehends far more than my own per-

sonal needs. By teaching us to pray, "Give us this day our 

daily bread," the Lord Jesus is inculcating love and compas-

sion toward others. God requires us to love our neighbor as 

ourselves, and to be as solicitous about the needs of our fel-

low Christians as we are of our own needs (Gal. 6:10). 

How can God be said to give us our daily bread if we our-

selves have earned it? Surely such a quibble scarcely needs 

reply. First, God must give it to us because our right to it was 

forfeited when we fell in Adam. Second, God must bestow it 

because everything belongs to Him. "The earth is the Lord’s, 

and the fulness thereof, the world, and they that dwell there-

in" (Ps. 24:1). "The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine, saith 
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the Lord of hosts" (Haggai 2:8). "Therefore will I return, and 

take away My corn in the time thereof, and My wine in the 

season thereof" (Hosea 2:9). Therefore we hold in fee from 

our Lord (that is, on condition of homage and service) the 

portion He bestows. We are but stewards. God grants us 

both possession and use of His creation, but retains to Him-

self the title. Third, we ought to pray this way because all 

that we have comes from God. "These wait all upon Thee; 

that Thou mayest give them their meat in due season. That 

Thou givest them they gather: Thou openest Thine hand, 

they are filled with good" (Ps. 104:27, 28; cf. Acts 14:17). 

 Although by labor and purchase things may be said to be 

ours (relatively speaking), yet it is God who gives us 

strength to labor. What is Christ inculcating by restricting 

the request to "our daily bread"? First, we are reminded of 

our frailty. We are unable to continue in health for twenty-

four hours, and are unfit for the duties of a single day, un-

less constantly fed from on high. Second, we are reminded 

of the brevity of our mundane existence. None of us knows 

what a day may bring forth, and therefore we are forbidden 

to boast ourselves of tomorrow (Prov. 27:1). Third, we are 

taught to suppress all anxious concern for the future and to 

live a day at a time. "Take therefore no thought for the mor-

row: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. 

Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof" (Matthew 6:34). 

Fourth, Christ inculcates the lesson of moderation. We are to 

stifle the spirit of covetousness by forming the habit of being 

contented with a slender portion. Finally, observe that our 

Lord’s words, "Give us this day our daily bread," are appro-

priate for use each morning, whereas the expression He 

teaches in Luke 11:3, "Give us day by day our daily bread," 

ought to be our request every night. In summary, then, this 

petition teaches us the following indispensable lessons: (1) 

that it is permissible and lawful to supplicate God for tem-

poral mercies; (2) that we are completely dependent upon 

God’s bounty for everything; (3) that our confidence is to be in 

Him alone, and not in secondary causes; (4) that we should 

be grateful, and return thanks for material blessings as well 

as for spiritual ones; (5) that we should practice frugality and 

discourage covetousness; (6) that we should have family wor-

ship every morning and evening; and (7) that we should be 

equally solicitous on behalf of others as for ourselves.  

God’s answers to prayer don’t always follow our expecta-

tions. 

David, king of ancient Israel, was reaping the fruit of his 

sin. God had told him after his adultery with Bathsheba 

that, although his sins would be forgiven, his household 

would never be the same. Sure enough rape and murder 

and strife descended upon his family like a plague.  

Now his son Absalom was leading a coo to take over the 

kingdom.  David cast himself on the Lord. Then the king 

said to Zadok, “Carry the ark of God back into the city. If I 

find favor in the eyes of the Lord, he will bring me back and 

let me see both it and his dwelling place. But if he says, ‘I 

have no pleasure in you,’ behold, here I am, let him do to 

me what seems good to him.” 2 Samuel 15:25-26 

When it was told David that Ahithophel, one of his trusted 

counselors, had sided with Absalom, he prayed: O Lord, 

please turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness.” 

That’s not what happened. On the contrary, the advice of 

Ahithophel to Absalom was anything but foolishness. We 

are told: 

Now in those days the counsel that Ahithophel gave was as 

if one consulted the word of God; so was all the counsel of 

Ahithophel esteemed, both by David and by Absalom. 2 

Samuel 16:23 

Things were very much in flux at this point. David was flee-

ing. Absalom was trying to establish his rule. Absalom 

turned to Ahithophel for what to do next. “Chase them 

down. Slaughter them while they are weary and disor-

ganized,” he advised. 

But Hushai, another counselor David had sent back and an 

ally of the rightful king, was given opportunity to speak.  His 

counsel ran contrary to Ahithophel’s. “Lay back. Amass more 

troops. Then pounce.” 

Ahithophel’s advice would have won the day, but Absalom 

chose Hushai’s counsel over his.  Why would that be if the 

counsel of Ahithophel was so highly esteemed?  The text 

gives us the answer: 

And Absalom and all the men of Israel said, “The counsel of 

Hushai the Archite is better than the counsel of Ahithophel.” 

For the Lord had ordained to defeat the good counsel of 

Ahithophel, so that the Lord might bring harm upon Absa-

lom. 2 Samuel 17:14 

God had answered David’s prayer, but not by turning the 

counsel of Ahithophel to foolishness.  His counsel was mon-

ey.  But God so worked to have Absalom and his cohorts re-

ject the counsel of Ahithophel, treating it as foolishness in 

their eyes. 

This serves as a reminder to us that God achieves His ends in 

ways different from the way we might map it out.  But it also 

reminds us that God acted in answer to prayer.  David’s 

prayer and God’s actions in response to it are conspicuous in 

the account, part of the discourse of history and dynamic in 

its unfolding. 

Again, as He does so often, our God encourages us to pray.  

And he protects us from the discouragement that can come 

when we don’t see things unfolding as we would want or ex-

pect. 

When God Answers Prayer the Wrong Way by Stan Gale -  CHOP Talk blog 
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“Continuing instant in Prayer.”–Romans12:12. 

Prayer takes for granted that God is full, and we are emp-

ty; that He is infinitely full, and we unspeakably empty. I 

do not say infinitely empty, because God only is infinite. 

The creature is finite, alike in evil and in good: The empti-

ness or evil of any creature, or a whole universe of crea-

tures, can never be infinite. Else what would become of us? 

Infinitude belongs to Godhead; finitude to creaturehood. 

And here is the first ray of hope to us. 

Our poverty and want must ever be a mere nothing in com-

parison with the fullness of Him who filleth all in all. We 

are sometimes alarmed at the thought of His greatness. 

Foolish alarm! Were He not so great, so full, so infinite, 

what would become of us? 

Prayer takes for granted that there is a connection be-

tween this fullness and our emptiness. The fullness is not 

inaccessible. It is not too high for us to reach, or for it to 

stoop. It is not too great for us, nor too distant, so as to be 

incommunicable. There is a connection, and it has been 

established by God himself; it is a divine medium of com-

munication: “Ask, and ye shall receive.” It is as righteous 

as it is divine. 

Prayer takes for granted that we are entitled to use this 

channel, this medium; and that, in using it, there will be a 

sure inflow of the fullness into us. “Every one that asketh 

receiveth.” It is men, not angels, who are invited to use this 

medium. It is to sinners that the gate is thrown open; for 

them is the access provided. Free, yet righteous access for 

unrighteous men. God’s love has made it free; the blood of 

His Son hath made it righteous. 

It takes for granted God’s willingness to receive every ap-

plicant. His willingness is like His fullness, infinite. “Him 

that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out,” applies to 

prayer; but still more does John 4:10 “If thou knewest the 

gift of God, thou wouldest have asked, and He would have 

given.” He makes no exceptions, He does not bid the sinner 

qualify himself, or ascertain his election, or get up some 

preliminary preparation, or make sure of the quantity or 

quality of his faith; He throws open wide His gate and His 

throne to any applicant, the unworthiest of the human 

race. His willingness to receive each coming one is infinite. 

Prayer is not meant to create or produce willingness; to 

move the heart of an unwilling God. It assumes this will-

ingness, and acts upon it. It is not “tentative”; it does not 

go in order to make an experiment on God’s willingness. To 

“experiment” upon it is in reality to deny it; and to act up-

on such an experimenting principle is to deal with an un-

known God. 

Prayer takes for granted expectation on our part. This is in 

a measure implied in the willingness of God; but it needs 

Pray On, And Pray Fervently by Horatius Bonar  

special notice; for it is that to which Paul referred when he 

wrote, “without faith it is impossible to please Him, for He 

that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is 

the rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.” Length will 

not do; nor repetition; nor regularity; no, not even earnest-

ness; nay, earnestness is often the mere expression of unbe-

lief, and the indication of a secret feeling on our part that 

God is not wholly willing, but requires our earnestness to 

make Him so. 

If, then, we examine our prayers, and strip them of all that is 

not prayer, how little remains? Take away the vain words, 

the mere meditative parts; the mere expression of solemn 

feeling; the mere sentimentalism; the mere utterance of peti-

tions, because urged by conscience and a sense of duty; the 

requests not accompanied with expectation, and how little 

remains in the best of our prayers! What multitudes of pray-

ers are ascending on this day. How much of these will God 

recognize as prayer? What a small residuum would remain if 

divested of all prayerless accessories. I cannot compare it to 

the amount of grain when the chaff is winnowed away, nor of 

gold when the dross is purged off; but to the tiny gem or little 

crystal which you pick out of some great rock, after breaking 

it in pieces, and sifting its endless fragments. 

Let us mark such things as the following in reference to this 

kind of prayer: 

1. The irksomeness of non-expecting prayer. Sometimes 

there may be such an amount of natural feeling as may 

make what is called “devotion” pleasant. But in the long 

run it becomes irksome, if not accompanied with expecta-

tion, sure expectation. It is expectation only that can 

produce and keep up truly devotional feeling; expectation 

founded on God’s infinite willingness to give, and on His 

promises to the applicant. 

2. The uselessness of non-expecting prayer. It bears no 

fruit; it brings no answer; it draws down no blessing. It is 

expectation that honors God, and that God will honor. 

The answer always runs in this form, “According to thy 

faith be it unto thee.” It is non-expectation that, more 

than anything else, ruins and nullifies prayer. 

3. The sinfulness of non-expecting prayer. The utterance of 

petitions is nothing to God; it does not recommend the 

petitioner. Many seem to think so; and to suppose there 

is some secret virtue or influence, if not merit, in all 

prayer, however unbelieving. It is not so; nay, there is 

guilt, deep guilt, in every unbelieving petition; for thus  

God is dishonored, His willingness is denied, His Son is 

set aside, His Spirit is grieved, and He is addressed both 

as an hard master and an unknown God. Oh the guilt 

involved in the religion of religious men; men whose 

prayers are as regular as the rising or setting sun! 
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Dear Partners in the Lord’s service, 

I want to thank you for your many prayers and unfailing 

support in spite of my scanty communication with you. 

Here’s my Year-end Report! Please join me in praising God 

for the great things he is doing through your prayers and 

gifts. 

As you read my report, you may notice that there are minis-

tries I did not include in the report which you have been 

praying for many years – like Agape Babies Home, Cove-

nant High School, Singngat Rayburn High School, Re-

formed School of Theology and the four Rural Mission Pri-

mary Schools in the remote villages. I thank God that these 

ministries are doing rather well beyond my expectation! 

Also, I want you to know that during the last 5 years, our 

churches have encouraged our members to cater to the 

needs of shattered lives, broken families and to the very 

poor segments of people in our Town. Our members re-

sponded positively to the appeal made by our church, and 

now we are running two REHABILITATION CENTERS in 

our Town - (1) Gilead Balm Rehabilitation Centre to cover 

Northern side of our Town, (2) City Cry Ministries Cen-

tre to cover Southern side of our Town. The theme of both 

centre is JESUS HEALS. 

You will also notice that my report is packed with PRAY-

ERS REQUESTS. I will very much appreciate your spe-

cial prayers for the church planting ministry as it is becom-

ing more and more dangerous and challenging under the 

present ruling BJP party. Please continue to pray for the 

orphans at Covenant Children Home (Orphanage) so that 

their basic physical and spiritual needs may be met as you 

have been doing for the last many years. 

Can’t stop praising God and thanking you for your love, 

prayers and gifts for ministry in India! 

Khen & Rith Tombing 

Missionaries in India 

Praise & Prayer Request 

PRAISE God for the churches planted in 2022 and PRAY for 

the growth of each one of them in their faith and witness. 

PRAISE God that he has given us many opportunities to 

plant churches and PRAY that the following churches may be 

planted in 2023:  Pilangkatta, Assam  

  Tinigharia, Assam 

  Kalbari, Assam 

  Between Lucknow City and Delhi City 

PRAISE God for Rayburn College and PRAY that we will 

overcome our heavy bank loan without having to surrender 

to the bank. 

Urgent request from Covenant Children’s Home/Orphanage 

They have been ministering to orphans and their families 

since 2002 by providing socio-emotional, physical, education-

al needs, and most importantly opportunities to grow in their 

faith. I have been overwhelmed with joy to see many or-

phans, who otherwise would be destitute, completing their 

courses at the Home blessed with jobs, ministries and lovely 

families today. This has been possible because of your pray-

ers and generosity for which I will never thank you enough! 

Currently, Covenant Children’s Home is ministering to 392 

orphans out of which 327 are reading in Pre-school to 12th 

Grade; 50 orphans are in college studying degree courses in 

science, liberal arts and commerce; and 15 orphans are in 

seminary, medical and nursing colleges. 

And this communiqué is to let you know that in the midst of 

all these great happenings there has been a gradual decline 

in support for the orphans and the orphanage.  …   

They are barely scraping by. Please be praying for God to 

provide for their needs. 

For a complete copy of their newsletter, please ask Becca to 

forward their email to you. 

 

• Anti-Christian Riots in India Surge Across 20 Villages 

• Christian Genocide Warning Signs in Artsakh 

• Dozens of Christians Killed or Abducted by Extremists in Nigeria 

• Yemen’s Children are Dying in Large Numbers Daily 

• Christians in India Severely Beaten for Refusing to Deny Their Faith 

• Iraqi Displaced Find Alternative Refugee Camp 

Prayer Needs—News from International Christian Concern www.persecution.org 
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In this study, we will not be considering the specific testing 

that Christ had in mind that was about to fall upon these 

disciples in the scandal and events of the cross. My purpose 

is to consider in these words a general principle that applies 

to all of Christ’s disciples throughout all generations. There 

are three things in Christ’s words: 

1. The evil cautioned against—temptation. 

2. The means by which it prevails—by our entering into it. 

3. The way of preventing it—watch and pray. 

The word for temptation is used in two ways in the New Tes-

tament: (1) In general, to test or to prove. Thus, God is said to 

test; and we are commanded as our duty to test, try, or 

search ourselves to know what is in us and to pray that God 

would also do so. Affliction tests us, and James exhorts that 

we count it all joy when we meet trials (Jam 1:2). In Genesis 

22:1, we see God testing Abraham. (2) Secondly, testing in 

the negative sense is to seek to lead the soul into evil. We 

generally translate it temptation. In this sense, God tempts 

no one, and Christ exhorts us to pray that we do not enter 

temptation. 

Thus, temptation is like a knife. It may be useful to cut the 

meat or to cut the throat of a man. It may be a man’s food or 

his poison, his exercise or his destruction. 

It is not my intention to go deeply into the general nature of 

testing as seen in the trials mentioned above, but to consider 

the danger of temptation to sin and the means of preventing 

that danger... 

God in His providence allows occasions of temptation to be 

administered to men, such as the case of false prophets men-

tioned in Deuteronomy 13:3. They are not, however, tempta-

tions from God. They do not come from Him, and therefore 

they are different from our previous considerations. This 

brings us to the main purpose of our study: the consideration 

of these temptations that do not come from God and which 

have as their active purpose to lead us into sin. In this 

case, temptation may proceed either from Satan alone, 

from the world, from other men in the world, or from our-

selves. Temptation may come from each of these individu-

ally, or they may join forces in various combinations. 

1. Satan tempts sometimes by himself without taking 

advantage from the world, the things and persons in 

it, or ourselves. He seeks to inject his evil and blas-

phemous thoughts about God into the hearts of the 

saints. It is his own work. He does not use the world 

or our own hearts in this temptation. No one would 

words of our Savior are repeated with very little al-

teration by the three Evangelists. Matthew and Mark record 

them as above. Luke says, “Rise and pray, lest ye enter into 

temptation” (Luk 22:46); the whole caution seems to have 

been, “Arise, watch and pray, that you enter not into tempta-

tion.”

Solomon tells us of some that lie down on the top of a mast 

or in the midst of the sea (Pro 23:34). This is an accurate 

picture of men who are overtaken by a false security at the 

brink of destruction. If any have ever done so, the disciples 

in the garden certainly did! Their Master was just a little 

distance from them offering “up prayer and supplica-tions 

with strong crying and tears” (Heb 5:7) while they slept. He 

was beginning to taste the cup that was filled with the curse 

and wrath due to their sins. The Jews were nearby and 

armed for His and their destruction! 

Jesus had earlier informed them that this was the night of 

His coming betrayal and death. The disciples saw that Jesus 

was “sorrowful and very heavy” (Mat 26:37). He had even 

told them plainly that His soul was “exceeding sorrowful, 

even unto death” (v. 38), and He entreated them to wait and 

watch with Him. He was dying and dying for them! In this 

condition, as He left them for a little while, like men who 

had forsaken all their love toward Him or care for them-

selves, they fell fast asleep! Even the best of saints, being 

left to themselves, will quickly appear to be less than men—

to be nothing. 

All our own strength is weakness, and all our own wisdom is 

folly. Peter was one of those that fell asleep—and that soon 

after he had expressed such self-confidence that he would 

not forsake Him even if all others did! Our Savior said to 

Peter: “Could ye not watch with me one hour?” (Mat 26:40). 

It seems to be implied in His words that if Peter could not 

watch just one hour, he was not likely to fulfil his boast nev-

er to forsake Him! As if to say, “Could you really hold out, if 

you cannot even watch with Me for an hour? Is this how you 

are going to die for Me, being dead in security while I am 

dying for you?” 

It is an amazing thing to consider that Peter should make 

so high a promise, and then immediately be so careless and 

remiss in the pursuit of it. 

We find, however, in our own hearts the same root of treach-

ery abiding and working. It bears fruit in us every day, the 

most noble promises of obedience quickly ending in deplora-

ble negligence (Rom 7:18). 

The Lord Jesus sought to stir them up to see their condition, 

their weakness, their danger. Ruin lay right at the door! 

They needed to rise, watch, and pray. 

What Is Temptation? by John Owen (1616-1683)  
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conceive of God and think evil of Him. Satan is alone 

in this sin and shall be so in the punishment. These 

fiery darts are prepared in the forge of his own malice 

and shall, with all their venom and poison, be returned 

into his own heart forever. 

2. Sometimes Satan makes use of the world and joins forces 

against us without any help from within our hearts. This 

is the way he tempted our Savior, by showing Him “all 

the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them” (Mat 

4:8). The variety of assistants that Satan will use from 

the world to tempt us comprises all sorts and an innu-

merable number of instruments and weapons. 

3. At other times, Satan seeks assistance from ourselves. 

We are not like Christ when Satan came to tempt Him. 

Jesus declared that Satan had nothing in Him (Joh 

14:30). It is otherwise with us. Satan has in us an 

agreeable party within our very own breasts for most 

of his ends (Jam 1:14-15). This is how he tempted Ju-

das. He appealed to the lust of Judas himself as he 

planted in his heart the idea of betraying Christ; he 

entered him (Luk 22:3). Satan set the things of the 

world at work in Judas in providing thirty pieces of 

silver. He used the priests and the Pharisees as instru-

ments and appealed to Judas’ own corruption; for he 

was covetous, “a thief, and had the bag” (Joh 12:6). 

I might show how the world and our own corruptions act 

independently by themselves and sometimes in conjunc-

tionwith Satan and one another in this business of temp-

tation. But the truth is that the ways and means of temp-

tations, the kinds, degrees, and efficacy of them, and the 

causes of them, are so inexpressibly large and various, 

and the circumstances of them, from providence, nature, 

conditions spiritual and natural, with particular cases 

arising, are so innumerable that it is impossible to organ-

ize them in a systematic way. To attempt it would be an 

endless task. I shall be satisfied to give a description of 

the general nature of that of which we must beware. This 

will suffice to accomplish the goal I have set myself. 

A temptation, then, in general, is anything that for any rea-

son exerts a force or influence to seduce and draw the mind 

and heart of man from the obedience that God requires of him 

to any kind of sin. 

In particular, it is a temptation if it causes a man to sin, 

gives him opportunity to do so, or causes him to neglect his 

duty. Temptation may suggest evil to the heart or draw out 

the evil that is already there. It is also a temptation to a man 

if something is by any means able to distract him from his 

communion with God or the consistent universal obedience 

that is required of him. 

To clarify, I am considering temptation not just as the active 

force of seduction to sin, but also the thing itself by which we 

are tempted. Whatever it is, within us or without us, that 

hinders us from duty or provides an occasion for sin should 

be considered temptation. It could be business, employment, 

the course of one’s life, company, affections, nature, corrupt 

purposes, relations, delights, honor, reputation, esteem, posi-

tion, abilities, gifts, etc., that provide the opportunity to sin 

or neglect duty. These are true temptations just as much as 

the most violent solicitations of Satan or allurements of the 

world. Whoever does not realize this is on the brink of ruin. 

Free Grace Broadcaster, Temptation #257                               

www.chapellibrary.org.  

It is not at all surprising that God’s great enemy, the 

devil, in his anxiety to ruin God’s perfect creation, 

should first and foremost have attacked the mind. In 

the temptation of Eve, we read that the devil rea-

soned with her; he presented a case to her: “Hath God 

said?” (Gen 3:1). He was appealing to her reason, to 

her understanding; and in her folly, she listened. 

“The serpent beguiled Eve,” as the apostle Paul puts 

it (2Co 11:3), and so she fell. And from there on hu-

man understanding has been warped, it has been 

blinded and blunted, it has been rendered incapable 

of operating as God had originally intended. 

   —David Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

It is our duty, not only to avoid those things that are 

themselves sinful, but also, as far as may be, those 

things that lead and expose to sin.  

   —Jonathan Edwards 
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At age 19, American theologian Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) wrote down 70 resolutions, or 

commitments, and then read them every week until his death. He wrote: 

Being sensible that I am unable to do anything without God’s help, I do humbly entreat him 

by his grace to enable me to keep these Resolutions, so far as they are agreeable to his will, 

for Christ’s sake.    Remember to read over these Resolutions once a week. 

4.   Resolved, never to do any manner of thing, whether in soul or body, less or more, but 

what tends to the glory of God; nor be, nor suffer it, if I can avoid it. 

28. Resolved, to study the Scriptures so steadily, constantly and frequently, as that I may 

find, and plainly perceive myself to grow in the knowledge of the same. 

29. Resolved, never to count that a prayer, nor to let that pass as a prayer, nor that as a peti-

tion of a prayer, which is so made, that I cannot hope that God will answer it; nor that as a 

confession, which I cannot hope God will accept. 

30. Resolved, to strive to my utmost every week to be brought higher in religion, and to a 

higher exercise of grace, than I was the week before. 

37. Resolved, to inquire every night, as I am going to bed, wherein I have been negligent, 

what sin I have committed, and wherein I have denied myself: also at the end of every week, 

month and year 

42. Resolved, frequently to renew the dedication of myself to God, which was made at my 

baptism; which I solemnly renewed, when I was received into the communion of the church; 

and which I have solemnly re-made this twelfth day of January, 1722- 

48. Resolved, constantly, with the utmost niceness and diligence, and the strictest scrutiny, 

to be looking into the state of my soul, that I may know whether I have truly an interest in 

Christ or no; that when I come to die, I may not have any negligence respecting this to repent 

of. 

53. Resolved, to improve every opportunity, when I am in the best and happiest frame of 

mind, to cast and venture my soul on the Lord Jesus Christ, to trust and confide in him, and 

consecrate myself wholly to him; that from this I may have assurance of my safety, knowing 

that I confide in my Redeemer.  

68. Resolved, to confess frankly to myself all that which I find in myself, either infirmity or 

sin; and, if it be what concerns religion, also to confess the whole case to God, and implore 

needed help.  

Resolutions of Jonathan Edwards 

 

Hold firmly to your faith (Hebrews 4:14) 

Assemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25) 

Pray and thank God earnestly (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18) 

Petition God for great blessings (Malachi 3:10) 

Yield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22) 

 

Notice opportunities to serve others (Galatians 6:10) 

Examine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5) 

Work diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58) 

 

Yearn for righteousness (Matthew 5:6) 

Exercise godliness (1 Timothy 4:7) 

Aim for sinless perfection (Hebrews 6:1) 

Redeem the time, living wisely (Ephesians 5:15-16) 

    -Gus Nichols 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 

 

 

 

 

Jerry Jones  

Birthday 

11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 

 

 

 

 

Trey Magdziarz 

Birthday 

30 31 

 

 

 

 

Amanda Jones  

Birthday 

 5th Sunday  
Fellowship 

Family 

Supper 


