
“For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what 

is false, in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure 

in wickedness.” 2 Thessalonians 2:11-12 

“I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. But when He, the 

Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own 

initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 

He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. All things that the 

Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.” John 

16:12-15 

Today, more than any other time in my life has these verses from the Lord Jesus and Paul’s 

epistle to the Thessalonians been so appropriate. We see the repercussions of the Lord’s 

“deluding influence” across the landscape of our institutions; the church, government, busi-

ness, education and culture. Every area that touches our lives must be called into question. 

We are challenged to “test” every motive, attitude and decision as to the truth. The above 

Scripture points to those “who did not believe the truth.” It also makes clear that there is 

“the truth.” So how do we make sure we recognize the truth? The only surefire way is to trust 

in our Savior Jesus Christ who is the way and the truth and the life.  By personally knowing 

Jesus Christ, He points us to the Word of God to learn and follow the revealed will of God 

and by relying on it to enable us to navigate the dangerous currents of life that would ship-

wreck our faith no longer bringing Him the glory due Him alone. “So this I say, and affirm 

together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility 

of their minds, being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because 

of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart, and they, having 

become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of 

impurity with greediness. (Ephesians 4:17-19) 

By living in Christ and feeding upon the truth of His Word we are assured of the truth. The 

truth makes it possible to evaluate everything that touches us so we may be assured that we 

have not been duped by the “deluding influence” that leads away from Him to judgment in-

stead of the truth of a righteous life in which we are to live in Jesus. To that end we must 

“test the spirits” before we accept anything the world offers as “truth” or understanding. My 

goal is not to scare you or “shock” you, but to make sure you are aware of the events going on 

around us, be alert.  

Propaganda surrounds us seeking to keep us from the truth by purposefully not reporting 

news or distorting it by the main stream elite media, none of them are exempt. The Lord has 

burdened me to make sure that you are aware of the dangers we are facing in this world and 

the truth Christ has given us in His Word that confirms the events that are taking place all 

over the world of which He is still in control. I have been warning you for at least seven years 

of the impending disasters that are approaching our door steps. These things are happening 

whether we acknowledge them or not. To know Jesus Christ is to know the truth! I want to 
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the soul! It is a vivid realization of the Savior’s being and 

nearness in a deep and abiding sense of His favor and love. 

“By the power of the Spirit, He makes His Word so luminous, 

that as we read it, He Himself seems to draw near. The 

whole biography of Jesus becomes in this way a precious 

reality. We see His form. We hear His words.” It is through 

the written Word that the incarnate Word “manifests” Him-

self to the heart! 

And what are the effects upon the soul of such a manifesta-

tion of Christ? First and foremost, He Himself is made a 

blessed and glorious reality to us. The one who has been 

granted such an experience can say with Job, “I have heard 

of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth 

thee” (Job 42:5). Such a one now discerns the surpassing 

beauty and glory of His person and exclaims, “Thou art fairer 

than the children of men” (Psa 45:2). Again, such a manifes-

tation of Christ to the soul assures us of His favor. Now we 

hear Him saying (through the Scriptures), “As the Father 

hath loved me, so I have loved you.” And now I can respond, 

“My beloved is mine, and I am his” (Song 2:16). Another con-

sequence of this manifestation of Christ is “comfort and sup-

port in trials, especially in those trials, which, on account of 

their personal nature, are beyond the reach of human sym-

pathy and love—the trials of desertion and loneliness, from 

which Jesus Himself suffered so keenly; heart trials, domes-

tic trials, secret griefs too sacred to be breathed in the ears of 

men—all these trials in which nothing can sustain us but the 

sympathy that His own presence gives.” Just as the Son of 

God appeared to the three faithful Hebrews in the fiery fur-

nace (Dan 3:25), so does He now come to those in the place of 

trial and anguish. So too in the last great trial, should we be 

called upon to pass through it ere the Savior comes. Then to 

Our Love and Obedience by Arthur W. Pink (1886-1952) 
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He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is 

that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my 

Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. 

Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou 

wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world? Jesus 

answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep 

my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come 

unto him, and make our abode with him.—John 14:21-23 

There is nothing the real Christian desires so much as a per

sonal manifestation of the Lord Jesus. In comparison with 

this, all other blessings are quite secondary. In order to sim-

plify, let us ask and attempt to answer three questions: How 

does the Savior now “manifest” Himself? What are the ef-

fects of such manifestation? What are the conditions that I 

have to meet? 

In what way does the Lord Jesus now manifest Himself? It is 

hardly necessary to say, not corporeally. No longer is the 

Word made flesh tabernacling among men. No more does He 

say, as He said to Thomas, “Reach hither thy finger, and 

behold my hands, and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it 

into my side” (Joh 20:27). No longer may He be seen by our 

physical eyes (1Jo 1:1). Nor is the promise of Christ that we 

are now considering made good through visions. We recall 

the vision that Jacob had at Bethel, when a ladder was set 

upon earth, whose top reached unto heaven, upon which the 

angels of God ascended and descended (Gen 28:12; cf. Joh 

1:21). We think of that wondrous vision given to Isaiah, 

when he saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, before which 

the seraphim cried, “Holy, holy, holy” (Isa 6:1-3). No, it is not 

in visions or in dreams that the Lord promises to come to His 

people. What then? It is a spiritual revelation of Himself to 

make sure that you know that you MUST have a personal 

relationship in “The Lord Jesus Christ” creator of this uni-

verse, Judge of mankind and Savior of sinners of whom I am 

one! Can you say this with assurance with me? Be aware, 

alert and prepared as our Lord leads us into the upheaval 

ahead. 

Paul continues in Ephesians 4:20 telling us that we cannot 

learn Christ in a state of darkened understanding and living 

in ignorance. On the contrary, “if indeed you have heard Him 

and have been taught in Him just as truth is in Jesus, that, 

in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the 

old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the 

lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your 

mind, and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God 

has been created in righteousness and holiness of the ruth. 

Therefore, laying aside falsehood, SPEAK TRUTH EACH 

ONE of you WITH HIS NEIGHBOR, for we are members of 

one another.” (4:20-25) 

Dear one, may we pursue the righteousness of Jesus Christ 

in the daily fellowship with the Spirit in a dark and dying 

world. Resting in truth, peace and life in Christ is our only 

hope and salvation from the coming judgment that is prom-

ised in His Word. This is our means of preparation, security 

and peace with Him. It appears that judgement from the 

Lord God Almighty has indeed started! Please stand with me 

to make sure we are  prepared for what our Lord’s will is for 

our lives. We are facing this together. Remember Jesus told 

the Jews that believed Him say: “‘So Jesus was saying to 

those Jews who had believed Him, “If you continue in My 

word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you will know 

the truth, and the truth will make you free.”’ (John 8:31-32) 

May the love of Christ constrain us! Please never doubt my 

love for you and Jesus Christ loves you all the more!  “Stay 

under the Shadow of the Almighty!” 

    Pastor Robert 
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earthly friends we can turn no longer. But we may say with 

the Psalmist, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with 

me” (Psa 23:4). Now, let us inquire, 

What are the terms on which the Savior thus draws near? 

Surely every Christian reader is most anxious to secure the 

key to an experience so elevating, so blessed. Listen now to 

the Savior’s words: “He that hath my commandments, and 

keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me 

shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will 

manifest myself to him.” The faith by which we are saved 

does not destroy the necessity for an obedient walk. “Faith is 

the root of which obedience is the beautiful flower and fruit. 

And it is only when faith has issued in obedience, in an obe-

dience which stumbles not at sacrifices and halts not when 

the way is rough and dark; in an obedience that cheerfully 

bears the cross and shame—it is only then that this highest 

promise of the gospel is fulfilled...When 

love for the Savior shall lead us to keep 

His holy Word—lead us to an immediate, 

unreserved, unhesitating obedience—lead 

us to say, in the spirit of entire self-

surrender and sacrifice, ‘Thy will, not 

mine, be done,’ then, farewell to doubt and 

darkness, to loneliness and sorrow! Then 

shall we mourn no more an absent Lord. 

Then shall we walk as seeing Him Who is 

invisible, triumphant over every fear, vic

torious over every foe.”  

This manifestation of Christ is made only 

to the one who really loves Him, and the proof of love to Him 

is not by emotional displays but by submission to His will. 

There is a vast difference between sentiment and practical 

reality. The Lord will give no direct and special revelation of 

Himself to those who are in the path of disobedience. “He 

that hath my commandments,” means, hath them at heart. 

“And keepeth them”—that is the real test. We hear, but do 

we heed? We know, but are we doing His will? “My little chil-

dren, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed 

and in truth” (1Jo 3:18)! 

“And he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father.” There 

are three different senses in which Christians may be consid-

ered as objects of the loving favor of the Father and of the 

Son: as persons elected in sovereign grace to eternal life, as 

persons actually united to Christ by believing, and as per-

sons transformed by the sanctifying work of the Spirit. It is 

in this last sense that Christ here speaks. Just as the Father 

is said to love the Son because of His obedience (Joh 10:17-

18), so is He said to love the believer for the same reason. It 

is the love of complacency, as distinguished from the love of 

compassion. The Father was well pleased with His incarnate 

Son, and He is well pleased with us when we honor and glo-

rify His Son by obeying His commandments... 

To “keep” God’s commandments is to obey them, and the 

primary, the fundamental thing in obedience is the desire of 

the heart; and it is on the heart that God ever looks. Two 

things are true of every Christian: deep down in his heart 

there is an intense, steady longing and yearning to please 

God, to do His will, to walk in full accord with His Word. 

This yearning may be stronger in some than in others, and 

in each of us it is stronger at some times than at others; nev-

ertheless, it is there! But in the second place, no real Chris-

tian fully realizes this desire. Every genuine Christian has to 

say with the apostle Paul, “Not as though I had already at-

tained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that 

I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of 

Christ Jesus” (Phi 3:12). 

Now, we believe that it is this heart-obedience, this inward 

longing to be fully conformed to His will, this burning desire 

of the renewed soul, of which Christ here speaks. “If a man 

love me, he will keep my word.” Every true 

believer loves Christ; therefore every true 

believer “keeps” His Word, keeps it in the 

sense thus defined. Let it be repeated: God 

looks at the heart, whereas we are con-

stantly occupied with the outward appear-

ance. As we scrutinize our deeds, if we are 

honest, we have to acknowledge that we 

have “kept his word” very imperfectly; yea, 

it seems to us that we are not entitled to 

say that we have “kept” it at all. But the 

Lord looks behind the deeds and knows 

the longings within us. 

The case of Peter in John 21 is a pertinent illustration. When 

Christ asked him a third time, “Lovest thou me?” His disci-

ple answered, “‘Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest 

that I love thee’ (Joh 21:17). My disgraceful actions contra-

dicted my love; my fellow-disciples have good reason to doubt 

it, but Thou Who searchest the heart knowest better.” In one 

sense, it is an intensely solemn and searching thing to re-

member that nothing can be hidden from Him before Whom 

all things are open and naked; but in another sense, it is 

most blessed and comforting to realize that He can see in my 

heart what I cannot often discover in my ways, and what my 

fellow-believers cannot—a real love for Him, a genuine long-

ing to please and glorify Him...Where there is love for Christ, 

there cannot but be bitter sorrow (as with Peter) when we 

know that we have grieved Him. And more: there will be a 

sincere confession of our sins, and confession will be followed 

by earnest supplication for grace to enable us to do what He 

has bidden. Nevertheless, it is blessed to know that He Who 

is the Truth declares, positively and without qualification, “If 

a man love me, he will keep my word”; and in the light of 

John 17:6, this must mean first and absolutely, in the desire 

of his heart; secondly and relatively, in his walk... 

“And my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, 

and make our abode with him”...“Abiding” speaks of fellow-
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ship all through John’s writings. Not only is our fellowship with the Father and 

His Son (1Jo 1:3), but to the one who truly heeds the Word, They will come and 

have fellowship with him. This is the reward of loving obedience... 

“He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings” (Joh 14:24). Here was the final 

word to Judas: the line between “the world” and “his own” is clearly drawn by the 

“whoso loveth me, whoso loveth me not.” Not to love the Loveliest is because of 

hatred. There is no other alternative. Of old, Jehovah had declared that He would 

visit the iniquities of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth gen-

eration of them that hated Him, but that He would show mercy unto thousands of 

them that loved Him and kept His commandments (Exo 20:6). What seems to be 

indifference is really enmity.11 All who are not with Christ are against Him (Luk 

11:23). 

“He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings.” Observe the change: in the previ-

ous verse the one who loves Christ keeps His Word; here the one who loves Him 

not, [keeps not] His sayings or words. Why this variation? Because unbelief does 

not combine the individual sayings in their unity, but dismisses them as they are 

isolated. The true believer hears in all God’s words one Word—Him, the unbeliev-

er heeds not! An unbeliever may observe some of Christ’s words as a matter of 

policy and prudence because they commend themselves to his reason; but others, 

which to him are distasteful, which appear impracticable12 or severe, he esteems 

not. If he loved Christ, he would value His Word as a whole, but he does not; there

fore he keeps not His words. 

From Exposition of the Gospel of John (Swengel, PA: Bible Truth Depot, 1923),  

785-792, in the public domain. 
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Holiness is God stamped and printed upon the soul; it is Christ formed 

in the heart; it is our light, our life, our beauty, our glory, our joy, our 

crown, our heaven, our all. The holy soul is happy in life, blessed in 

death, and shall be transcendently glorious in the morning of the resur-

rection when Christ shall say, “Lo, here am I and my holy ones, who are 

my joy; Lo, here am I and my holy ones, who are my crown; and there-

fore, upon the heads of these holy ones will I set an immortal crown.” 

Even so, Amen! Lord Jesus.    —Thomas Brooks  
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… in Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians, looking at 

chapter five, verses 23-28.  Paul doesn’t introduce new ma-

terial in this final section but he does emphasize some 

things he wants the church to hear in closing.  These are 

things we need to hear as well for our understanding of our-

selves as Christ’s church. 

We are to stand in great confidence. 

We’ve talked a lot about hope over the course of 1 Thessalo-

nians.  What makes Christian hope so solid, in stark con-

trast to the world’s idea of hope?  Paul spelled it out in the 

body of the letter:  “For God has not destined us for wrath, 

but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we 

might live with him” (5:9-10). 

He points to God. Now in closing the 

Apostle plays that card again: “Now may 

the God of peace himself sanctify you com-

pletely, and may your whole spirit and 

soul and body be kept blameless at the 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (5:23). 

Imagine your mother-in-law has an-

nounced she is coming for her annual vis-

it.  She’s one of those sticklers for a clean 

house.  She arrives at your home and the 

first thing she does is reach in her purse 

and pull out a pair of white gloves.  After 

putting them on, she heads for the mantle 

over the fireplace. 

How would you feel if the holy God, from whom nothing is 

hidden were to do that in your life? Any sin, any lack of 

righteousness would doom you. 

Paul extends great hope (in the Christian sense) and assur-

ance by saying that God Himself will sanctify you, in the 

entirety of your being.  In other words, He will do the spir-

itual cleaning that He will inspect.  The white glove will 

come up spotless.  As Paul goes on to say, “He who calls you 

is faithful; he will surely do it” (5:24).  God Himself cleanse 

you and keep you blameless. 

How does this sure hope and certain confidence come to us?  

Look again at v. 24.  It is carried on the grace of God’s call-

ing, just as Paul emphasized at the beginning of the letter 

when he stated: “brothers loved by God,” pointing out that 

God had “chosen” them (1:4; cf. Rom. 8:28-39). 

We are to exhibit loving community. 

In Christ, we are a community of faith, of love, of hope.  By 

God’s grace, we have turned from idols to serve the true and 

living God (1:9-10).  We are birthed in the gospel and up-

held in the gospel. 

Paul has displayed for us throughout his letter some of the 

dynamics of Christian community, and the demands that go 

along with it.  Now Paul touches on this community aspect 

once again, but from a different angle. 

Paul has assured the church of his prayers for them (1:2).  In 

closing he asks them to pray for him.  “Brothers, pray for us” 

(5:25). 

Two primary ways by which a pastor shepherds the flock is 

through ministry of prayer and the Word.  Part of my God-

given job description as your pastor is to pray for you. Not to 

pray would be ministerial malpractice. 

But I am equally in need of your prayer for me.  My protec-

tion and effectiveness in ministry are dependent in large 

measure on your prayers. 

One leader in prayer in the PCA used to 

conduct seminars where he spoke of an 

“armor bearer” approach. He described how 

Roman soldiers would encircle a leader 

with their large shields that extended head 

to toe.  He spoke of the people being armor 

bearers to their pastors, through their 

prayer.  He suggested that the people pray 

for their pastor three times a day, at each 

meal. 

I love that idea.  And if you eat more than 

three times a day, all the better. 

The Apostle Paul goes on to say: “Greet all the brothers with 

a holy kiss” (5:26).  Paul mentions this kiss in several of his 

letters.  Peter calls it the agape kiss, the kiss of love. 

So, in one sense, Paul is saying, “give everyone my love.”  But 

primarily he is stressing the unity of the body of those set 

apart by the love of Christ, and who are to exhibit the love of 

Christ. 

And notice that this expression of warmth and belonging is to 

be extended to all the brothers, not just those we are close to 

or like. 

We are to keep our eyes fixed on Christ. 

You can almost hear the gravity of Paul’s next statement.  “I 

put you under oath before the Lord to have this letter read to 

all the brothers” (5:27).   It’s like the apostle is asking them 

to raise their right hand and take a solemn oath before Jesus 

that they will make sure every believer in that church hears 

what he has written in his epistle. 

What’s the sense of urgency?  It’s because this is the word 

given by God, through His apostle, for the needs of His peo-

ple. 

Christ’s Message to His Church by Stan Gale  
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"And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors"            

Matthew 6:12 

At the outset of our consideration of this fifth petition, it is 

vital that we give due attention to the fact that it begins 

differently than the first four. For the first time in our 

Lord’s Prayer we encounter the word and. The fourth peti-

tion, "Give us this day our daily bread," is followed by the 

words, "And forgive us our debts," indicating that there is a 

very close connection between the two petitions. It is true 

that the first three petitions are intimately related, yet they 

are quite distinct. But the fourth and fifth petitions are to 

be especially linked in our minds for several practical rea-

sons. First, we are taught that without pardon all the good 

things of this life will benefit us nothing. A man in a cell on 

death row is fed and clothed, but what is the daintiest diet 

and the costliest apparel worth to him as long as he re-

mains under sentence of imminent death? "Our daily bread 

doth but fatten us as lambs for the slaughter if our sins be 

not pardoned" (Matthew Henry). 

 Second, our Lord would inform us that our sins are so 

many and so grievous that we deserve not one mouthful of 

food. Each day the Christian is guilty of offenses that forfeit 

even the common blessings of life, so that he should ever 

say with Jacob, "I am not worthy of the least of all the mer-

cies. . . which Thou hast shewed unto Thy servant (Gen. 

32:10). Third, Christ would remind us that our sins are the 

great obstacle to the favors we might receive from God (Isa. 

59:2; Jer. 5:25). Our sins constrict the channel of blessing, 

and therefore as often as we pray, "Give us," we must add, 

"And forgive us." Fourth, Christ would encourage us to go 

The Lords Prayer—The 5th Petition by AW Pink 

on in faith from strength to strength. If we trust God’s provi-

dence to provide for our bodies, should we not trust Him for 

the salvation of our souls from the power and dominion of sin 

and from sin’s dreadful wages? 

"Forgive us our debts." Our sins are here viewed, as in Luke 

11:4, under the notion of debts, that is, undischarged obliga-

tions or failures to render to God His lawful due. We owe to 

God sincere and perfect worship together with earnest and 

perpetual obedience. The Apostle Paul says, "Therefore, 

brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the 

flesh" (Rom. 8:12), thus stating the negative side. But posi-

tively, we are debtors to God, to live unto Him. By the law of 

creation, we were made not to gratify the flesh but to glorify 

God. "When ye shall have done all those things which are 

commanded you, say,  We are unprofitable servants: we have 

done that which was our duty to do" (Luke 17:10). Failure to 

discharge our debt of worship and obedience has entailed 

guilt, bringing us into debt to Divine justice. Now when we 

pray, "Forgive us our debts," we do not ask to be discharged 

from the duties we owe to God, but to be acquitted from our 

guilt, that is, to have the punishment due us remitted. "There 

was a certain creditor which had two debtors" (Luke 7:41). 

Here, in our text, God is set forth under the figure of a credi-

tor, partly in view of His being our Creator, and partly as 

being our Lawgiver and Judge. God not only has endowed us 

with talents, obligating us to serve and glorify our Benefac-

tor, but also has placed us under His Law, so that we are 

condemned for our defaults. And as Judge, He will yet call 

upon each of us to render a full account of our respective 

stewardships (Rom. 14:12). There is to be a great Day of 

Reckoning (Luke 19:15), and those who have failed to repent 

This sentiment of Paul could be expressed by any pastor.  

Certainly, there is a difference. Paul was a vehicle of revela-

tion, used by the Holy Spirit in the formation of the New 

Testament. 

But there is a sense in which I can say the same thing.  As 

your pastor, I prepare a message to minister God’s Word to 

you. 

A pastor is different from a guest preacher.  A pastor knows 

the sheep. He knows the nutritional needs of the flock.  The 

sermon he prepares through study and prayer is tailored to 

the congregation he serves.  It takes into account the needs 

of that particular church and applies God’s Word according-

ly. 

So, I would ask the same thing of you that Paul asks of the 

Thessalonians. Please make sure you listen to the ser-

mons—either in person, or online through our website, or 

through email follow-ups like the one you are reading now.  

My sermons are an important way that Christ builds up 

and protects and mobilizes us as His church. 

And then Paul closes with these words: “The grace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ be with you” (5:28).  Grace is what 

brought us life, and grace is what sustains us as a church. 

Some movies have memorable endings.  I think of the final 

scene in The Planet of the Apes.  It is when we see the half-

buried Statue of Liberty that it hits us where we are and 

what has happened to America. 

What does Paul want to leave with us as he closes his letter, 

as the scene fades to black and the credits roll?  He wants us 

to focus on Jesus.  It is the grace “of the Lord Jesus Christ” 

he extends to us. 

And so Paul leaves us with our eyes lifted to Jesus, who died 

for us, lives for us, reigns for us, and will one day return for 

us.  He is our hope and our help.  We live by Him and in 

Him and for Him.  To Him be the glory, both now and forev-

er. Amen. 

CHOP Talk Blog 
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of and bewail their debts and to take refuge in Christ will be 

eternally punished for their defaults. Alas, that so very few 

conduct themselves in the conscious realization of that sol-

emn Assize. 

Not only does this metaphor of creditor and debtors apply to 

our ruin, but, thank God, it applies equally to the remedy for 

our recovery. As insolvent debtors, we are completely un-

done and must forever lie under the righteous judgment of 

God, unless full compensation be made to Him. But we are 

powerless to pay Him that compensation, for, morally and 

spiritually speaking, we are undischarged bankrupts. Deliv-

erance, then, must come from outside ourselves. Here is 

where the Gospel speaks relief to the sin-burdened soul: 

another, even the Lord Jesus, took upon Himself the office of 

Sponsor, and rendered full satisfaction to Divine justice on 

behalf of His people, making complete compensation to God 

for them. Hence, in this connection, Christ is called the 

"Surety of a better testament" (Heb. 7:22), as He affirmed 

prophetically through His father David: "Then I restored 

that which I took not away" (Ps. 69:4). God declares concern-

ing His elect, "Deliver him from going down to the pit: I 

have a found a ransom" (Job 33:24). "And forgive us our 

debts." Strange to say, some experience a difficulty here. 

Seeing that God has already forgiven the Christian "all tres-

passes" (Col. 2:13), is it not needless, they ask, for him to 

continue to beg God for forgiveness? This difficulty is self-

created, through a failure to distinguish between the pur-

chase of our pardon by Christ and its actual application to 

us. True, full atonement for all our sins was made by Him, 

and at the cross their guilt was canceled. True, all our old 

sins are purged at our conversion (2 Pet. 1:9). Nevertheless, 

there is a very real sense in which our present and future 

sins are not remitted until we repent and confess them to 

God. Therefore, it is both necessary and  proper that we 

should seek pardon for them. (1 John 1:6-10). Even after 

Nathan administered assurance to David, saying, "The Lord 

also hath put away thy sins" (2 Sam. 12:13), David begged 

God’s forgiveness (Ps. 51:1). What do we ask for in this peti-

tion? First, we ask that God will not lay to our charge the 

sins we daily commit (Ps. 143:2). Second, we plead that God 

will accept the satisfaction of Christ for our sins and look 

upon us as righteous in Him. Some may object, "But if we be 

real Christians, He has already done so." True, yet He re-

quires us to sue for our pardon, just as He said to Christ, 

"Ask of Me, and I shall give Thee the heathen for Thine in-

heritance" (Ps. 2:8). God is ready to forgive, but He requires 

us to call upon Him. Why? That His saving mercy may be 

acknowledged, and that our faith may be exercised! Third, 

we beseech God for the continuance of pardon. Though we be 

justified, yet we must continue to ask; as with our daily 

bread, though we have a goodly store on hand, yet we beg 

for the continuance of it. Fourth, we plead for the sense of 

forgiveness or assurance of it, that sins may be blotted out of 

our conscience and from God’s book of remembrance. The 

effects of forgiveness are inner peace and access to God 

(Rom. 5:1, 2). 

Forgiveness is not to be demanded as something due us, but 

requested as a mercy. "To the very end of life, the best Chris-

tian must come for forgiveness just as he did at first, not as a 

claimant of a right but as a suppliant of a favour" (John 

Brown). Nor is this anywise inconsistent with, or a reflection 

upon, our complete justification (Acts 13:39). It is certain that 

the believer "shall not come into condemnation" (John 5:24); 

yet instead of this truth leading him to the conclusion that he 

need not pray for the remission of his sins, it supplies him 

with the strongest possible encouragement to present such a 

petition. Likewise, the Divine assurance that a genuine 

Christian shall persevere to the end, instead of laying a foun-

dation for carelessness, is a most powerful motive to watch-

fulness and faithfulness. This petition implies a felt sense of 

sin, a penitent acknowledgement thereof, a seeking of God’s 

mercy for Christ’s sake, and the realization that He can 

righteously pardon us. Its presentation should ever be pre-

ceded by self-examination and humiliation. Our Lord teaches 

us to confirm this petition with an argument: as we forgive 

our debtors." First, Christ teaches us to argue from a like 

disposition in ourselves: whatever good there be in us must 

first be in God, for He is the sum of all excellency; if, then, a 

kindly disposition has been planted in our hearts by His Holy 

Spirit, the same must be found in Him. Second, we are to 

reason with God from the lesser to the greater: if we, who 

have but a drop of mercy, can forgive the offenses done to us, 

surely God, who is a veritable Ocean of mercy, will forgive us. 

Third, we are to argue from the condition of those who may 

expect pardon: we are sinners who, out of a sense of God’s 

mercy to us, are disposed to show mercy to others; hence, we 

are morally qualified for more mercy, seeing that we have not 

abused the mercy we have already received. They who would 

rightly pray to God for pardon must pardon those who wrong 

them. Joseph (Gen. 50:14-21) and Stephen (Acts 7:60) are 

conspicuous examples. We need to pray much for God to re-

move all bitterness and malice from our hearts against those 

who wrong us. But to forgive our debtors does not exclude our 

rebuking them, and, 

where public interests 

are involved, having 

them prosecuted. It 

would be my duty to 

hand over a burglar to 

a policeman, or to go to 

law against one who 

was able but who re-

fused to pay me (Rom. 

13:1-8). If a fellow citi-

zen is guilty of a crime 

and I do not report it, 

then I become an ac-

cessory to that crime. I 

thus betray a lack of 

love for him and for 

society (Lev. 19:17, 18). 
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One of the things that constantly astonishes me is that God, 

who could with one blink of an eye or flick of a little finger, 

dispatch all of Satan and all of his hordes out of the world 

and out of the way — instead of doing that — employs hu-

man agents to do war with them and fight them in order to 

get victories. And all I know to say about that is, in his in-

scrutable wisdom, more glory will come to him and more joy 

will come to you in participating in this triumph. 

I don’t know what else to say because he could do it so easi-

ly without us. He could just get rid of the devil so that all 

we had to deal with was human flesh. But he hasn’t chosen 

to get rid of the devil. He will throw the devil into the lake 

of fire someday. But now God lets him run on a leash, let’s 

him do great damage in the world. 

Strong in the Lord—But God does gives us texts like 

Ephesians 6. So, let’s read this to see what the point is for 

us of letting the devil in the world and then calling us in to 

engage with this enemy. Ephesians 6:10: 

Finally, be strong in the Lord. 

This issue of strength is so important. You see it over and 

over again, especially here in Ephesians. Paul talks about 

strengthening the inner man in Ephesians 3:16. We must be 

strong. And notice what kind of strength it is: 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his 

might. 

So, it isn’t our strength. He’s not saying, “Come on, let’s re-

cruit big, strong men and women. That’s not the kind of 

strength it’s talking about. It’s in the Lord. It’s the Lord’s 

strength in you. His strength is made perfect in our weak-

ness (2 Corinthians 12:9). So, he’s calling for you to experi-

ence a strength that is not your own in this whole issue of 

prayer and spiritual warfare. 

Don the Armor—But ironically or strangely, you get the 

strength by putting on armor. Now that may seem strange. A 

soldier doesn’t ordinarily get strength from putting on armor. 

But when you think about the nature of this armor, it’s all 

internal stuff. 

So, when you look at the content of the armor here, like truth 

Spiritual Warfare and Prayer by John Piper 

Indian Christians Recover from Devastating Riots –  

Christians in the central Indian state of Chhattisgarh con-

tinue to reel from a devastating attack from radical Hindu 

nationals that decimated their communities late last year. 

The attacks left more than 2,500 tribal Christians homeless. 

Hundreds of Christian homes were looted and vandalized, 

and many Christians were hospitalized with severe injuries 

inflicted by radicals during the Christmas and New Year’s 

Day holidays..  

A month after the horrifying incident, some Christians are 

gradually returning to their villages and picking up the 

piece of their lives. Others, however, are reticent and fearful 

of more deadly attacks. An overarching concern for all of 

them is when and where they find their next meal.  

 

Other Headlines: 

• Militants Attack Villagers, University Students In Cen-

tral Nigeria 

• Indonesian President Reaffirms Religious Freedom 

• Christian Establishments Vandalized Amid Escalation 

in Jerusalem 

• Turkey Continue Threats to Invade Northeast Syria 

Prayer Needs — www.persecution.org 

John Barros—REF—Abortion Intervention and Prison 

Ministry.  His Facebook page is a great way to hear how God 

is using him and specific prayer needs. 

PMI—Orphanage and School in India 

Carlos & Sandy Rios—TEAM—Church Planting in Mexico 

John Barros Facebook page is a great way to learn of how 

God is working through their ministry and to learn of their 

prayer needs/requests.  Recent posts shared: 

• Layla came out and fought her way through the Carnies 

to get our information. She went down the street and 

then Dee walked down and spoke with her. She told Dee 

that the scriptures that were preached kept going 

through her head over and over and God drove her out 

(of the clinic). 

• I would like to say something in regards to the opposi-

tion from the Carnies. We just try to do our best to not 

engage them. It would be so easy to become a protestor 

and not focus on what God has called us to do. Pray that 

God would continue to move. I believe that more have 

chosen life since the Carnies arrived than before. God 

uses them as pawns to do His will. There is no reason to 

even acknowledge them much less fight with them.   

Missions 
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and faith and righteousness and salvation — that’s all 

strengthening stuff. It’s not just kind of out there. When it 

comes near and you get it on you, it goes into you. So, we’re 

struggling with a metaphor here that I think is a little bit 

inadequate, as all metaphors are. There’s a strength to be 

had by the armor. 

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 

stand against the schemes of the devil. 

The word stand is repeated a few times because that’s 

Paul’s goal. He wants us to stand and not be on the ground. 

When you’re in a battle and you’re standing, you’ve still got 

a chance to win. And if you’re on the ground, a horse is go-

ing to step on you or you’re getting stuck with a spear. 

You’re doing nobody any good on the ground. So, standing is 

all-important in a fight. In boxing, you go down, you lose. If 

you stand, you might win. And so here, standing is of ut-

most importance. 

The devil has schemes in Guinea, he’s got 

schemes in Minneapolis. He tailors his 

schemes. The Greek word is methodeias, 

the same word from which we get method. 

He’s got methods. The devil has methods. 

He’s got a book. I’m sure he’s got a book. 

And he’s got an American book, a Guinea 

book, he’s got a white middle-class book, 

and he’s got a wealthy book, and a poor 

book. He has a book for every class of peo-

ple, so that his methods are tailor-made for 

your situation, to mess you up and to make 

you weak, to make you fall down, to ruin 

your life. 

So, you can’t ever say, “Oh, if I could just get enough money, 

I’d be free from the methods. Or if I could just live in the 

right place, I’d be free from the methods. Or if I could be-

come a missionary, I’d be free from the methods. Or if I 

could not have a computer, I’d be free from the methods or 

whatever.” Satan always has a new method for your new 

situation. He’s got methods and schemes and we have to 

have armor so that we can discern and figure out how to be 

protected against it. 

Not Against Flesh and Blood—For we do not wrestle 

against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present 

darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 

places. 

Remember what Jesus said in John 18:36 when Pilate 

asked him if he’s king. He said, “If my kingdom were of this 

world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might 

not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not 

from the world.” 

The kingdom of Jesus does not advance with swords, con-

trary to terrible aspects in the history of Christendom. It 

doesn’t advance with the sword. It’s not a flesh and blood 

issue. It’s a spiritual issue, the way the kingdom advances 

and what our foes are in essence. 

It’s a demonic, angelic, evil power that is to be fought here 

with this armor. I want you to be really tuned in to this be-

cause this will be a sobering, settling issue. If you’re wonder-

ing, *How do you fight the devil? Mainly, there’s a lot of peo-

ple who do devil warfare in the weirdest ways. Exorcism has 

a place. I’ve been involved in one or two — major, clear, hor-

rible moments of deliverance. 

If you wonder, How can I protect my children from the devil? 

How can I keep myself free from the devil? How can I get free 

from the claws of the devil? just watch now as we go through 

here. It’s very truth-oriented. 

Stay True—Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that 

you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 

done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, hav-

ing fastened on the belt of truth . . . So, the 

soldiers in those days, they pulled up their 

long thing between their legs probably 

bound it around themselves here so they can 

move around. 

I wonder what kind of truth that is. I won-

der if that’s objective truth outside of you 

like the Bible. I wonder if Paul means the 

sword of the Spirit, which he says is God’s 

word. But there’s another possible meaning 

for this word and that would be truthful-

ness, namely, the kind of truthfulness that 

you are. Are you a true person? The opposite of one truth is 

falsehood. The opposite of the other truth is hypocrisy. True 

like an arrow is true. If the arrow has a little curve, it’s going 

to go all over the place. If it’s a true arrow, it goes straight to 

the mark. 

Are you a true person? Do you put on the quality of trueness 

in your life? Are you not a hypocrite? Are you real? Are you 

through and through a truth-driven person? Something like 

that may be the meaning rather than just saying what he’s 

going to say in a minute when he says, “Take up the sword of 

Spirit.” Gird yourself with sincerity, and authenticity, and 

loyalty, and faithfulness, and trueness to God so that you are 

a straight arrow with God. 

Put on Righteousness—Put on the breastplate of right-

eousness. I’m inclined to think that that is probably not the 

imputed righteousness of Christ here as he talks to Chris-

tians, though it might be saying: appropriate and live in the 

joy and the deliverance of the righteousness that has been 

made over to your account. 

But I’m inclined to think it’s something like Romans 6:13, 

which says, “Do not present your members [of your body] to 

sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present your-

selves to God as those who have been brought from death to 

 

The devil is in the 

business of causing you 

to do wrong things.  
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er. And I didn’t know how serious it was when I left on 

Thursday morning. But now, I’ve been going back over and 

over again to Romans 14:7–9 where it says,  

For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to him-

self. For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die 

to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we 

are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, 

that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 

To establish myself in the confidence that my dad was a won-

derful believer, whether we live or whether we die, we are 

the Lord’s. Then I’ve thought about, “To live is Christ and to 

die is gain” (Philippians 1:21). That’s true for my dad. 

No Reproach on the Gospel—I pray often prayers like 

this for myself and now for Daddy, “Lord, only let me live so 

long as I will not bring reproach upon you, and take me the 

moment I have ended my capacity to bring you glory because 

I don’t want to outlive my faith. I don’t want to outlive my 

honoring of you. And you know where that is and I don’t. I 

don’t know where it is for my dad.” 

It is possible for an eighty-year-old man to become a mean-

spirited, bitter person. And that would be a horrible way for 

a man who’s been an evangelist, led thousands of people to 

Jesus, and has been a godly person to live. That would be 

terrible for him to bring reproach upon the gospel. 

So, I found myself praying, as I stood outside the x-ray room 

at ten o’clock on Wednesday night, “Lord, I don’t know 

what’s going on here, but I know this: give my dad life if it 

can be Christ, and take my dad if it would spare any re-

proach upon the gospel.” And I pray that for myself very reg-

ularly. So, we quench the fiery darts with particular promis-

es, tailor-made for the crises of our lives. 

Stab with Your Sword—And take the helmet of salvation, 

and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God . . . 

Love your salvation, and it will protect your mind and your 

whole self. And do like Jesus in the wilderness. How did he 

fight the devil? He just quoted Scripture to him in Matthew 

4:1–11. Jesus had a little dagger in his hand, and every time 

the devil said, “Turn this stone into bread and show that you 

really are something.” And he Jesus responded, “Man shall 

not live by bread alone,” quoting from Deuteronomy. 

Just quote the Bible back to the devil. Do this with every 

kind of temptation and test that rises in your heart. 

Pray in the Spirit—Praying at all times in the Spirit, with 

all prayer and supplication. 

It probably means all kinds of prayer — all kinds of praying 

and all kinds of petition. At all times, every occasion, in the 

Spirit, ask the Holy Spirit to help you pray. Don’t just pray 

human prayers. Use the Spirit’s inspired word and ask the 

Spirit to anoint you to have energy and guidance in your 

prayer when you pray. 

life, and your members to God as instruments for righteous-

ness.” “Give yourselves as instruments of righteousness to 

God” might be the same as “put on righteousness,” that is, 

become a righteous person. 

So, in your spiritual warfare when you think about how Sa-

tan’s going after you today, and you want to know how to 

defeat him, the answer is: do right things. The devil is in the 

business of causing you to do wrong things. When you do 

right things, in the power of the Holy Spirit, which we’ll see 

in a minute, the devil is frustrated, he’s defeated, he’s put 

back. 

Ready with the Message—As shoes for your feet, having 

put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 

Shoes are important, of course, in war. If your feet are hurt-

ing, you’re going probably not going to do the kind of nimble 

stepping you need to do in a boxing match or whatever. The 

devil and his hordes are pushed back and defeated and kept 

off of you as you maintain a spirit of readiness with the gos-

pel. The gospel is always brewing and simmering in your life. 

You are always ready to give an answer, ready to speak the 

gospel. If that’s the way you conduct your life through the 

day, the devil has less of a chance of tripping you up and 

messing you up. 

And so I think this idea of readiness or preparation with the 

gospel is a protective armor device, even though it’s just 

shoes to get you from one place to the next or makes you able 

to step where you need to step and say what you need to say. 

Shield Yourself—In all circumstances take up the shield of 

faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of 

the evil one. 

Faith shields darts coming at you. You see them coming at 

you and they stick in this shield. And they burn out because 

they can’t catch the shield on fire. Now, here’s the question: 

Faith in what? 

Well, my father’s in the hospital right now and he is much 

sicker than I thought he was going to be. He had a hip re-

placement, and now he’s got some terrible gallbladder prob-

lem, and he’s full of infection. He’s got a fever and they can’t 

do surgery. I hope they’ll do it tomorrow morning. And I 

think my father may die in the next few days. It’s that seri-

ous. 

Darts Will Come—Now, fiery darts can come at you at that 

moment of disappointment, or regret, or anger, or fear, or 

loneliness, or incapacitating grief. When you put up the 

shield of faith, practically, what do you really do? What do 

you do? What do you believe? What does faith believe at that 

moment? And the answer is faith moves through the memory 

bank of the Bible, laying hold on particularly suited promises 

for that crisis. 

So, for example, my father and I had some wonderful times 

in the word while we were there in the hospital room togeth-
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Be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the 

saints. So pray big sweeping prayers for Guinea. All the 

saints in Guinea — there are many. Pray for all of them, just 

big sweeping prayers.  

I have my big list of all the missionaries. I just flip through 

those pages, praying for each of those missionaries, and then 

I close it and I just read some portion of Scripture, and pray 

that for the Muslims, and pray that for the cause of Christ, 

and whatever comes to my mind. And those fifteen minutes 

go by pretty quickly. 

Pray for Boldness—And also for me, that words may be 

given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mys-

tery of the gospel . . . 

What did Paul want to be prayed for? He’s a missionary here 

and he says, “Just pray that I can open my mouth. Pray that 

I would have a word when I need a word to make known the 

mystery of the gospel with boldness.” Paul asked for prayer 

for boldness. There’s not a more bold person in the universe 

than the apostle Paul, except Jesus. And he knew he was 

dependent on prayer for it. Isn’t that amazing that Paul 

would ask the church for this? And he doesn’t stop with one, 

he says it again. 

Open Your Mouth—For which I am an ambassador in 

chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak. 

There it is again: boldness, openness — just confident, open 

speaking. There’s not a person in this room and there’s not a 

person who’s ever lived who doesn’t struggle with timidity, 

fear, anxiety, and hesitancy to say what ought to be said. 

Everybody has, including the Apostle Paul, and we need to 

pray for each other and pray for the missionaries who are 

there. 

We need to open our mouths tonight in prayer and say, 

“Whoever’s there, O God, may the indigenous believers, and 

may the missionaries who are there have boldness to speak 

the word, to say and to teach the gospel so that they hear the 

whole counsel of God. 

So, let’s be earnest in our being strong and fighting against 

the devil and in our praying for the nations. 

The Epistle to the Romans is a cornerstone in the Scrip-

tures. Sometimes called the Gospel according to Paul, it is 

the most comprehensive book in the New Testament. If you 

are going to study the New Testament seriously, you must 

diligently address this book. 

Romans was written at the close of Paul’s third missionary 

journey during the three months he was in Greece (Acts 20) 

in either the late winter or the early spring of a.d. 57 or 58. 

This was just before he returned to Jerusalem with the of-

fering from the Macedonian churches. 

The historical impact of Romans is probably unequaled by 

any other book. The Church thrived on the great truths of 

God’s grace until grace began to erode into forms of legal-

ism, plunging the world into the Dark Ages from the 6th to 

the 16th centuries. 

The Great Reformation brought grace back into the picture. 

“By grace are we saved through faith.” The Epistle to the 

Romans really altered the whole course of the world. 

The book of Romans has a very international outlook. Paul 

was a Roman citizen. Since he was educated in Tarsus, he 

had a Greek cultural background and was well learned in 

the Greek philosophers. He was also a “Hebrew of the He-

brews,” taught by Gamaliel himself, who was among the 

most venerated of the rabbis. Paul was bright, lettered, and 

intellectual, yet he was also very sensitive. He knew how to 

reach people; he tailored his message to his audience. 

This book will delight the greatest logician; it will hold the 

attention of the wisest of men; yet, it will bring the humblest 

soul to tears of repentance at the feet of the Savior. Romans 

emphasizes that a God small enough for our mind is not large 

enough for our need. 

The name Paul means “the least; the little one.” He, of all 

writers, really understood the grace of God. He acknowledged 

that he himself was the chief of sinners, and yet he was the 

most devoutly religious man who ever lived. But if he was the 

most religious man who ever lived, and yet could also call 

himself the chief of sinners, that’s really good news for you 

and I. God has already saved one far worse than us, by Paul’s 

own testimony in the Scriptures. He was the chief of sinners, 

and God saved him. 

Romans wasn’t written to the world, but to believers. It was-

n’t written to the church at Rome, but to the individuals, to 

the believers, who were in Rome. This letter does not preach 

to the unsaved; the unsaved are never called “God’s beloved,” 

a term reserved for God’s own children. Romans is intended 

to teach the saints. What are saints? I prefer Donald Grey 

Barnhouse’s definition: 

Saints are a group of displaced persons, uprooted from their 

natural home, and on their way to an extraterrestrial desti-

nation, not of this planet, neither in its roots or in its ideals. 

That describes us. If you feel a little estranged sometimes, 

rejoice in that. When you pick up the newspaper and see all 

of the nonsense and evil in the world, you can take comfort 

that we are just passing through. 

The Gospel of Paul by Chuck Missler 



The Outline of the Book 

The first section, chapters 1-8, is doctrinal, a masterpiece on the doctrine of faith. The first three chapters are the most com-

plete diagnosis of sin in the Bible. They speak of three basic types of people: the Pagan Man, who has never heard the Gospel; 

the Moral Man, who strives to live a good life; and, the Religious Man, who keeps all the rules and regulations. All three stand 

condemned because their righteousness is not adequate to avoid offending a perfect and holy God. 

The second section, chapters 9-11, deals with God’s greatest predicament: How can God love us and save us without violating 

His own nature? Without violating His justice? Without impugning His own holiness? 

God has a problem but He found a very creative way to solve it by giving us the greatest gift conceivable-His Son. These chap-

ters can also be called dispensational because they focus on Israel’s past, present and future. We are interested in Israel, not 

because we are Jewish, but because we are Gentiles and heirs through them. 

The third and last section, chapters 12-16, explains sanctification, the peace of God. We are not only delivered from the penalty 

of sin in the past tense, we can be delivered from the power of sin in the present sense. 

The three sections can be summarized as “Faith, Hope, and Love,” or Doctrinal, Dispensational, and Practical. 

The Theme of the Gospel of Paul 

The word “Gospel” is not a code of ethics or morals. It’s not a creed to be accepted. It’s not a system of religion to be adhered to. 

It’s not good advice to follow. So what is the Gospel? It is a message concerning a Divine Person. My friend Lew Phelps suggest-

ed to me the word GRACE could be an acronym to summarize Romans: “God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense.” 

God’s grace is what Romans is really all about, and, specifically, God’s predicament. Romans 

presents the most complete and penetrating statement of God’s divine plan for redemption. 

Christ did not come to make bad men good, but to give dead men life! 

An illustration of this is the case of the Prodigal Son in Luke 15. When the son came home, his 

father did not say, “My son has become good.” Rather, he said, “My son was dead and is alive 

again! He was lost and now is found!” The point of the Prodigal Son is that, despite his mis-

deed, he never lost his sonship. 

Paul’s entire commitment can be summarized in Romans 1:16: “For I am not ashamed of the 

gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew 

first, and also to the Greek.” 

The power of God unto what? Unto salvation-not unto reformation, education, progress, devel-

opment, nor for the “fanning of some innate flame.” It is for lost man and no other. Men are 

involved in either salvation or its opposite, perdition. The book is written for you and me. 

A Trilogy Around A Key Verse 

A trilogy of truth found in the Old Testament became the cornerstone of the Reformation. Hab-

akkuk 2:4, “The just shall live by faith,” changed Martin Luther’s life. He was desperate about 

his own sin and kept going through all the bizarre medieval church procedures for absolution, 

trying harder and harder and harder. 

Finally, he decided to journey through the Alps to Rome, and on the way he met a monk. The 

monk understood his predicament and said, “You need to get into Habakkuk.” 

Martin did and chapter 2 verse 4 leapt out at him, “The just shall live by faith.” 

Who are the just? The answer to that question is the centerpiece of the first chapter of Romans 

(1:17). How shall they live? The book of Galatians deals with that in Galatians 3:11. The just 

shall live by what? By faith. The book of Hebrews focuses on faith in unparalleled terms. These 

three epistles, Romans, Galatians, and Hebrews, are a trilogy on Habakkuk’s declaration: The 

just shall live by faith. [This is one of the many reasons I believe Paul wrote the epistle to the 

Hebrews.] 

Paul’s Epistle to the Romans is the definitive statement of Christian doctrine and can command 

a lifetime of study in itself. It will challenge the greatest minds and philosophers, and yet any 

of us can understand it and embrace its precepts. 
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Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
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