
The perfect storm that has been brewing for many years is now here. We must be prepared! 

Most of the areas of our life are at critical mass. If there is any time in our lives where pray-

er demonstrates it’s place as a necessary part of our daily life, it is today! Prayer is one of our 

four main vehicles that help us exercise our faith in Christ Jesus. Prayer is one of the four 

integral elements we are to be focused on as the children of God.  The other three, as you 

know, are worship, the study of scripture and fellowship with the saints. (Acts 2:42) These 

four are the foundations of our experience, intimacy and growth with our Heavenly Father in 

the body of Christ. The importance of prayer in every segment of our discipleship with our 

Lord Jesus has been demonstrated in our fellowship throughout the years. 

In the Luke 11 passage containing The Lord’s Prayer, notice the Lord Jesus begins His les-

son to us on prayer with the presupposition that we will be praying, saying: “When you 

pray…” The Creator of our world teaches us what He wants to hear from us! Think about 

this for a minute, Almighty God wants to hear from us! This strongly suggests that our 

Heavenly Father has an ear for us! Understand this is a privilege given to us, we have God’s 

attention, indeed! Another amazing, fantastic and exciting blessing from our Heavenly Fa-

ther, and wonders of all wonders is He answers us! Please take the time to have a conversa-

tion with your Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Go to Luke chapter eleven and remind yourself 

of content of your prayers and then keep reading to the end of the thirteenth verse. Christ 

Jesus gives us an illustration covering the contents, frequency and expectation for the effica-

cy of our prayers to Him. The Apostle Paul adds through the leading of the Holy Spirit: 

“With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the 

alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints ...” Ephesians 6:18 

Charles Spurgeon adds: Your wants were innumerable, and therefore the supplies have been 

infinitely great, and your prayers have been as varied as the mercies have been countless. 

Then have you not cause to say, “I love the Lord, because He hath heard the voice of my sup-

plication”? For as your prayers have been many, so also have been God’s answers to them. 

He has heard you in the day of trouble, has strengthened you, and helped you, even when 

you dishonored Him by trembling and doubting at the mercy-seat. Remember this, and let it 

fill your heart with gratitude to God, who has thus graciously heard your poor weak prayers. 

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits.” 

Without the exercise of the spiritual discipline of prayer can anyone really believe and come 

to know and trust the Triune God? Likewise, we can be prepared for the things to come. Dear 

ones, don’t forget the desired goal is a more intimate relationship with our Heavenly Father, 

that includes, increased experience of the power and presence of the Holy Spirit and the Lord 

Jesus Christ, along with glorifying and enjoying Him. Prepare yourself and stay under the 

Shadow of the Almighty dear ones! 

       Pastor Robert 
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authority or an imperiousness, as out of an affection to 

you and your interest (15:11). It is not that I should have 

an advantage, but that you should have a joy; that such 

a joy as you have felt in My presence with you and in My 

redeeming work may constantly remain in you. Now the 

way to have this joy is to keep My commandments. 

Fruitfulness will clear up your interest in Me, and espe-

cially the observance of that command of a mutual love 

to one another, for “greater love hath no man than this, 

that a man lay down his life for his friends” (15:13); and 

you shall see [that] I will not go backward to discover 

the highest affection to you; and as I discover My affec-

tion to you in laying down My life, so you can discover 

your affection to Me only by observing My commands... 

What an incentive have we, then, to an ex-

act obedience! This is the delight of Christ, 

and so high a delight to Him that He thinks 

fit to reward it with no less than a special 

friendship. Christ looked upon the young 

man’s morality with an eye of love (Mar 

10:17-24); much more will He [look with 

love] upon an evangelical obedience. It is not 

the pomp of the world or the glittering vani-

ties man’s heart runs after that can lay any 

claim to this dignity. Obedience, though low, 

if sincere, is the delight of Christ. He loves 

to go into His vineyard and look upon the 

“tender grapes,” as well as upon the “ripe 

fruit” (Song 7:12; 8:2). It is by this you shew yourselves the 

friends of Christ; by this you maintain His honor in the 

world. This is a silent conviction upon others and makes 

them have some veneration for religion. Men judge usually of 

principles by practices, and you never heard any speak 

against the principles of religion, but they first fell upon the 

practice of the professors of it. It is by this obedience [that] 

we glorify God and Christ (Mat 5:16), i.e., make others speak 

well of the ways of religion. Let this honor of being the 

friends of Christ engage us to obedience as the means. It is a 

shame for such that may attain such a privilege to pursue 

anything lower; an Alexander watches for kingdoms. It is a 

poor-spirited Domitian that loves to catch flies. How many 

will conform to men’s principles, to their will, for a small re-

ward, yea, for no reward; and shall not we conform to our 

Redeemer’s will for so glorious a title? We must first be Ja-

cobs—supplanters of vice—before we be Israels, seers of God. 

Let us close all with a few directions: 

1. Let us walk as those that have the eye of Christ upon us, 

to see whether we act as friends to Him or no. Let us 

consider in every action that it is registered by con-

science, laid up in Christ’s remembrance, and will be 

censured by Him either as the act of a friend or an ene-

my. Men look upon the bark of the action: this may ap-

Christ’s Friends Obey Him by Stephen Charnock (1628-1680) 
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The words are a part of Christ’s discourse after the supper 

He had instituted. The chapter begins with a parable, where-

in Christ likens Himself to a vine and the disciples (and con-

sequently all believers) to branches. The use of this parable 

was occasioned, as some think, by Christ’s passing by some 

vineyards, whence He raises a discourse to spiritualize their 

meditations upon the view of creation. Whether this were so 

or not, yet the discourse is excellent, both to show the near 

union and relation of Christ and believers and the way and 

means of a spiritual growth in sanctification and holiness. 

Christ was sent into the world to publish a new religion—not 

a lazy, but a fruitful one. God the Father is the husbandman, 

Who both dresseth the vine and purgeth the branches to ren-

der them fruitful. Several arguments He useth to engage 

them to abide in Him and consequently to be fruitful: 

1. From their misery without it (15:6). The 

fire is the portion of unfruitful branch-

es. “If a man abide not in me, he is cast 

forth as a branch, and is withered; and 

men gather them, and cast them into 

the fire.” 

2. From the prevalence of their prayers 

with God, if His words did practically 

and fruitfully abide in them (15:7). “If 

ye abide in me, and my words abide in 

you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it 

shall be done unto you.” 

3. From the glory of God and honor of Christ that are fur-

thered by it (15:8). When what you ask is in order to 

your own fruitfulness and consequently God’s glory, you 

need not fear the grant of your requests. “Herein is my 

Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be 

my disciples.” 

4. From gratitude; since He had given them, and was yet 

further to give them, the highest demonstration of His 

affection to them (15:9). “As the Father hath loved me, 

so have I loved you.” You have had evidence of My Fa-

ther’s love to Me, in His witnessing My mission from 

heaven by multitudes of miracles, and such a kind of 

love as My Father bears to Me, I do, and will bear to you 

if you continue to be My disciples. And all the proof of it 

I demand of you is the continuance of My commands 

and the performance of them: “If ye keep my command-

ments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my 

Father's commandments, and abide in his love” (15:10). 

If you would have such a kind of love from Me as I have 

had from My Father, you must perform such a kind of 

obedience to Me as I have performed to My Father. You 

must make Me a pattern of imitation and My precept 

the rule of your actions. And “do not think,” saith He, 

that what I have spoken of to you is so much out of an 

 

Ye are my friends, if ye 

do whatsoever I 

command you. 

John 15:14 
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pear fair and have a gloss upon it; [but] Christ looks 

upon the inward part, upon the spirit, to see how the 

heart is conformed to the command. We may hide our 

deformities from men, but not from an all-seeing eye. 

Now I am going to this or that action, I have a watchful 

eye over me that pierceth into all my thoughts, discovers 

the principles whereby I am conducted, the end for 

which I move, and sees how my heart answers the com-

mand. 

2. Let us walk as though every action were an inlet to the 

favor or enmity of Christ. What know I but this action 

may open a door to the favor of Christ or His endless 

refusal? What do I know but at the end of this I may 

either be in Abraham’s bosom or in a gulf of misery, and 

launched into a blessed or miserable eternity? 

3. Let us walk as though the glory of Christ depended upon 

every action. If our credit, estates, relations, worldly 

advantages, depended upon one action, how careful and 

diligent should we be in the doing of it! Let us act as 

though the honor of Christ and our relation to Him de-

pended upon what we go about. 

4. Let us walk as if we were to give an account immediate-

ly of what we have done. Let us set before us Christ’s 

tribunal and imagine ourselves called to judgment. I am 

going about a business, but if Christ should send for me 

at the end of it, what account can I give Him of my 

friendship and obedience to Him in it? Is this such an ac

tion that, when I look Christ in the face, I can challenge 

Him upon this promise to own me as a friend? 

5. Let us walk as though Christ stood before us crucified, 

with all the obligations of love on His part; as if we saw 

Him with His wounds open, and love and blood distilling 

from His heart upon us; and consider whether the act we 

are going about be suited to such inestimable kindness 

or a putting Him to an open shame. Hath not Christ had 

wounds enough, but must I increase them? Hath not He 

had misery enough, but must I add more? Shall I break 

His heart Who breathes kindness towards me, and be-

have myself as an enemy towards Him Who offers me a 

favor that cannot be merited by a creature? Shall I 

wound Him Whose heart is open for me and strike Him 

that woos me? Shall I be a Judas to Him that would be 

my friend and pull Him down that would lift me up to 

the highest privilege of a creature? 

6. Let us walk as we think a damned soul would walk, if he 

were again to live under the knowledge of such a prom-

ise. How would he obey, and obey heartily! How would 

he pray, and pray fervently! How busy might we suppose 

him to be in inquiring what those commands were and 

how diligent in the performance of them! How would he 

by violence take all opportunities to pursue his duty and 

attain his privilege! What if any should see a damned 

soul stand before him when he was going into an un-

clean bed and tell him it was for less than this he was 

judged an enemy to Christ and a miserable wretch for 

ever; would any man’s fear suffer him to go on in his 

intended evil? We have not those objects of fear before 

our eyes, but we have this promise in the Word, suited 

more to ingenuous natures, to be accounted the friends 

of God and Christ, if we do whatsoever He commands us. 

From The Works of Stephen Charnock, vol. 4, 587-598, in the 

public domain. 

Free Grace Broadcaster Issue 232; Chapel Library 

All obedience must flow from a principle of 

love. This is taught everywhere in Scripture. 

Jesus says, “If ye love me, keep my command-

ments” (Joh 14:15).   —    William Plumer 

 

He who trusts in the merits of Christ alone and 

has any just sense of his obligations to the      

Redeemer, gives much, gives all, and then wishes 

he could give more.   —   William Plumer 
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The doctrine of union with Christ is central to understanding the riches of God’s 

grace in the gospel and all of its implications. Whether it be from the words of Je-

sus Himself, particularly in passages such as John 15, or from the Epistles satu-

rated with phrases such as “in Him,” “through Him,” and “by Him,” it is evident 

that union with Christ is essential for both defining what Christians are and what 

we possess. Moreover, this union has tremendous implications within the context 

of Christian fellowship. 

We are familiar with the biblical language that likens the corporate body of believ-

ers to a single human body (Rom. 12:4–5; 1 Cor. 12:12–27; Eph. 4:15–16). The ba-

sis for such metaphors is the faith of individual Christians in a common body of 

truth, that is, the gospel. The Apostle John expresses it this way: “That which we 

have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship 

with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus 

Christ” (1 John 1:3; see also 1 Cor. 15:1–2). Or, consider the Apostle Paul’s words 

in 1 Corinthians 1:2: “To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified 

in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every place call 

upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours.” As important 

as our secondary doctrines are (those that determine our denominational affilia-

tions and local church choices), what unites us as Christians is our faith in what 

Jude calls “our common salvation” and “the faith that was once for all delivered to 

the saints” (v. 3). 

At the risk of sounding like a minimalist or reductionist, our union with Christ 

ought to cause us to be collegial and gracious in our disputes, debates, and dia-

logues with others who also “call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,” but 

with whom we may have significant differences on various points. Our consciences 

and respective confessions may not allow us to worship together or even cooperate 

in different endeavors, but our mindset should be that those who look by faith to 

the person and work of Jesus Christ for their salvation are, as far as we are able to 

tell (as no one knows the heart of another), brothers and sisters in the faith. 

In Ephesians 1:15 and Colossians 1:4, Paul commends his readers for their “love 

for all the saints.” We would do well to foster such a spirit. We should not treat 

professing Christians in our families, on our jobs, and in our neighborhoods as if 

they had a contagious disease when we have minor doctrinal differences with 

them. Rather, we should see them as those for whom Christ died. We should not 

be ready to attack on those points of disagreement but to seek gracious ways to 

show them a more excellent way. If meekness and humility are to characterize 

how we defend the faith before unbelievers (1 Peter 3:15), how much more should 

we strive for this spirit in our dealings with other Christians? 

In addition to motivating us to deal with other Christians with civility and love, 

our union with Christ ought also to govern how we view Christians throughout the 

world that we may never see face to face in this life. Apart from denominational 

mission support or the occasional visit from an actual foreign missionary to a local 

church in an effort to gain support, most American Christians are simply unaware 

of what other Christians endure and suffer because of their faith. In no way do I 

mean this as an indictment. It is simply a reminder that union with Christ and 

the communion of the saints ought to enlarge our vision of the body of Christ and 

the diverse circumstances and situations that many of our brothers and sisters 

face. I’m sure that most of us share in financial support for missionaries and mis-

sion work. American Christians have proven to be very generous in providing re-

lief and aid when disaster strikes in any part of the world. But as we wrap our 

minds around the concept of our union with Christ and the communion of the 
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saints, I pray that we would make room in our personal and 

corporate prayers for brothers and sisters in any number 

of situations. 

A number of years ago, I was conducting interviews at a 

major Christian event and was approached by a brother 

who asked me to interview a gentleman that he was sup-

porting from a sub-Saharan African country. As it turned 

out, the gentleman that I was being asked to interview was 

an African pastor who had devoted his life to purchasing 

the freedom of Christians who had been taken by Muslims 

as prisoners of war and sold as slaves. We should think 

about underground churches in different countries, as well 

as inmates and those who minister to inmates here or 

abroad. Union with Christ and the communion of the saints 

should cause us to see that the struggles of these Christians 

are our struggles as well. 

Let us not be so consumed with what is happening in our 

part of the vineyard that we do not see the glory of Christ in 

the lives and issues of brothers and sisters purchased by the 

same blood, who uphold the same faith. “Let no one boast in 

men. For all things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or 

Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the fu-

ture—all are yours, and you are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s” 

(1 Cor. 3:21–23). 

Tabletalk Magazine 

“Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth 

for a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from 

a pure heart” (1 Peter 1:22). 

As we study the New Testament, it soon becomes clear that 

love is perhaps the most recognizable fruit of saving faith. 

We saw this a few months ago when we studied James 2, 

which exhorts us to demonstrate our faith by works done in 

obedience to the royal law of Scripture. The explicit teach-

ing of 2:8 showed us that the works James has in mind are 

works of love. 

True faith leads to works of obedience that can also be de-

scribed as works of love. This is what Peter tells us in to-

day’s passage. In the preceding verses, Peter has spoken of 

His audience’s salvation as something that they truly pos-

sess. His audience has already been born again to a living 

hope (1 Peter 1:3), which hope is only in God through faith 

in the Lord Jesus Christ (v. 21). 

In verse 22, Peter assumes that this audience will obey his 

earlier exhortations to be holy (vv. 14–16). Being that they 

have true faith, there is no other assumption that can be 

made. True Christians will live lives of holiness. Moreover, 

one of the ends for which we live holy lives is that we might 

have a “sincere brotherly love” (v. 22). This love flows from 

our obedience. 

Love not only flows from obedience, it is obedience itself. In 

the very same verse, Peter commands us to love one anoth-

er earnestly from a pure heart. The fruit of true faith is holy 

living that manifests itself in love for other Christians. If 

we have no love for other believers then we have not met 

God’s standards of holiness. There is no holiness without 

love, and there is no love without holiness. 

We obey this command to love because of our great salva-

tion. We have been born of the imperishable seed of the 

Holy Spirit who has regenerated our hearts through the 

Word of God (vv. 23–24). This Word, we are told, is the 

Good News that was preached to us (v. 25), and it includes 

the whole counsel of God. The right preaching of the Gospel 

must include the substance of all of God’s revelation, other-

wise we will not know from what we have been saved. And 

the hope we have in God, because of His Word, is a sure hope 

because the promises found therein will never fail (vv. 23–

24). 

Coram Deo 

By what standard do you measure your obedience to the 

Lord’s command to be holy? Do you set up a checklist of those 

things that God forbids and then make sure to avoid them? 

While such an evaluation of one’s life is not in and of itself a 

bad thing, we have missed the point if we think that we have 

fulfilled the command to be holy and yet do not love our 

brothers. In prayer, ask the Lord to help you love the 

“unlovable” and do what you can to love other believers. 

Love Earnestly from Tabletalk Magazine 
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"And lead us not into temptation" 

Matthew 6:13 

This sixth petition also begins with the word and, requiring 

us to mark closely its relationship with the preceding peti-

tion. The connection between them may be set forth thus. 

First, the previous petition concerns the negative side of our 

justification, while this one has to do with our practical 

sanctification; for the two blessings must never be severed. 

Thus we see that the balance of truth is again perfectly pre-

served. Second, past sins being pardoned, we should pray 

fervently for grace to prevent us from repeating them. We 

cannot rightly desire God to forgive us our sins unless we 

sincerely long for grace to abstain from the like in the fu-

ture. We should therefore make it our practice to beg ear-

nestly for strength to avoid a repetition of them. Third, in 

the fifth petition we pray for the remission of the guilt of 

sin; here we ask for deliverance from its power. God’s grant-

ing of the former request is to encourage 

faith in us to ask Him to mortify the flesh 

and to vivify the spirit. 

Before proceeding further, it may be best to 

clear the way by disposing of something 

that is a real difficulty to many. "Let no 

man say when he is tempted, I am tempted 

of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, 

neither tempteth He any man" (Jas. 1:13). 

There is no more conflict between the words 

"And lead us not into temptation" and the 

expression "neither tempteth He any man 

than there is the slightest opposition be-

tween the teaching that "God cannot be 

tempted with evil" and the recorded fact that Israel "turned 

back and tempted God" (Ps. 78:41). That God tempts no 

man means that He neither infuses evil into anyone nor is 

in any wise a partner with us in our guilt. The criminality 

of our sins is to be wholly attributed to ourselves, as James 

1:14, 15, makes clear. But men deny that it is from their 

own corrupt natures that such and such evils proceed, 

blaming their temptations. And if they are unable to fix the 

evil on those temptations, then they seek to excuse them-

selves by throwing the blame upon God, as Adam did: "The 

woman whom Thou gayest to be with me, she gave me of 

the tree, and I did eat" (Gen. 3:12). It is important to under-

stand that the word tempt has a twofold significance in 

Scripture, though it is not always easy to determine which 

of the two applies in a particular passage: (1) to try (the 

strength of), to put to the test; and (2) to entice to do evil. 

When it is said that "God did tempt Abraham" (Gen. 22:1), 

it means that He tried him, putting to the test his faith and 

fidelity. But when we read that Satan tempted Christ, it 

signifies that Satan sought to bring about His downfall, 

morally impossible though it was. To tempt is to make trial 

of a person, in order to find out what he is and what he will 

The Lords Prayer—The 6th Petition by AW Pink 

do. We may tempt God in a legitimate and good way by put-

ting Him to the test in a way of duty, as when we await the 

fulfillment of His promise in Malachi 3:10. But, as is recorded 

for our admonition in Psalm 78:41, Israel tempted God in a 

way of sin, acting in such a manner as to provoke His dis-

pleasure. 

"And lead us not into temptation." Note the truths that are 

clearly implied by these words. First, God’s universal provi-

dence is owned. All creatures are at the sovereign disposal of 

their Maker; He has the same absolute control over evil as 

over good. In this petition an acknowledgment is made that 

the ordering of all temptations is in the hands of our all-wise, 

omnipotent God. Second, God’s offended justice and the evil 

we deserve are avowed. Our wickedness is such that God 

would be perfectly just if He should now allow us to be com-

pletely swallowed up by sin and destroyed by Satan. Third, 

His mercy is recognized. Though we have so grievously pro-

voked Him, yet for Christ’s sake He has 

remitted our debts. Therefore, we plead 

that He will henceforth preserve us. 

Fourth, our weakness is acknowledged. 

Because we realize that we are unable to 

stand against temptations in our own 

strength, we pray, "And lead us not into 

temptation." How does God lead us into 

temptation? First, He does so objectively 

when His providences, though good in 

themselves, offer occasions (because of our 

depravity) for sin. When we manifest self-

righteousness, He may lead us into circum-

stances something like Job experienced. 

When we are self-confident, He may be 

pleased to suffer us to be tempted as Peter was. When we are 

self-complacent, He may bring us into a situation similar to 

the one Hezekiah encountered(2 Chron. 32:27-31; cf. 2 Kings 

20:12-19). God leads many into poverty, which though a sore 

trial is yet, under His blessing, often enriching to the soul. 

God leads some into prosperity, which is a great snare to 

many. Yet if sanctified by Him, prosperity enlarges one s ca-

pacity for usefulness. Second, God tempts permissively when 

He does not restrain Satan (which He is under no obligation 

to do). Sometimes God suffers him to sift us as wheat, just as 

a strong wind snaps off dead boughs from living trees. Third, 

God tempts some men judicially, punishing their sins by al-

lowing the Devil to lead them into further sin, to the ultimate 

destruction of their souls. 

But why does God tempt His people, either objectively by His 

providences, or subjectively and permissively by Satan? He 

does so for various reasons. First, He tries us in order to re-

veal to us our weakness and our deep need of His grace. God 

withdrew His sustaining arm from Hezekiah in order "that 

he might know all that was in his heart" (2 Chron. 32:31). 

When God leaves us to ourselves, it is a most painful and 

 

The Bible is indeed a 

sword, but we must take 

heed that we know it 

well if we would use it 

with effect. 
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humiliating discovery that we make. Yet it is needful if we 

are to pray from the heart, "Hold Thou me up, and I shall be 

safe" (Ps. 119:117). Second, He tests us in order to teach us 

the need of watchfulness and prayer. Most of us are so stu-

pid and unbelieving that we learn only in the hard school of 

experience, and even its lessons have to be knocked into us. 

Little by little we discover how dearly we have to pay for 

rashness, carelessness, and presumption. Third, our Father 

subjects us to trials in order to cure our slothfulness. God 

calls out, "Awake thou that sleepest" (Eph. 5:14), but we 

heed Him not; and therefore He often employs rough serv-

ants to rudely arouse us. Fourth, God puts us to the test in 

order to reveal to us the importance and value of the armor 

He has appointed (Eph. 6:11-18). If we heedlessly go forth to 

battle without our spiritual panoply, then we must not be 

surprised at the wounds we receive; but they shall have the 

salutary effect of making us more careful for the future! 

From all that has been said above, it should be clear that we 

are not to pray simply and absolutely against all tempta-

tions. Christ Himself was tempted by the Devil, and was 

definitely led into the wilderness by the Spirit for that very 

end (Matthew 4:1; Mark 1:12). Not all temptations are evil, 

regardless of the aspect in which we view them: their na-

ture, their design, or their outcome. It is from the evil of 

temptations that we pray to be spared (as the next petition 

in the prayer indicates), yet even in that we pray submis-

sively and with qualification. We are to pray that we may 

not be led into temptation; or, if God sees fit that we should 

be tempted, that we may not yield thereto; or if we yield, 

that we be not totally overcome by the sin. Nor may we pray 

for a total exemption from trials, but only for a removal of 

the judgment of them. God often permits Satan to assault 

and harass us, in order to humble us, to drive us to Himself, 

and to glorify Himself by manifesting more fully to us His 

preserving power. My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall 

into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of 

your faith worketh patience" (Jas. 1:2, 3). 

In conclusion, a few remarks upon our responsibility in con-

nection with temptation are appropriate. First, it is our 

bounden duty to avoid those persons and places that would 

allure us into sin, just as it is always our duty to be on the 

alert for the first signs of Satan’s approach (Ps. 19:13; Prov. 

4:14; 1 Thess. 5:22). As an unknown writer has said, "He 

who carries about with him so much inflammable material 

would do well to keep the greatest possible distance from the 

fire." Second, we must steadfastly resist the Devil. "Take us 

the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines" (Song of Sol. 

2:15). We must not yield a single inch to our enemy. Third, 

we are to go to God for grace submissively, for the measure 

He grants us is according to His own good pleasure (Phil. 

2:13). You are to endeavour, indeed, to pray, and use all good 

means to come out of temptation; but submit, if the Lord be 

pleased to continue His exercise upon you. Nay, though God 

should continue the temptation, and for the present not give 

out those measures of grace necessary for you, yet you must 

not murmur, but lie at His feet; for God is Lord of His own 

grace (Thomas Manton). Thus we learn that this petition is 

to be presented in subservience to God’s sovereign will. 

Gaza Churches Struggle to Survive –  Gaza’s Christian 

community is struggling to survive after years of steady de-

cline in numbers. Only an estimated 1,000 Christian remain 

in the Gaza Strip, an area of more than 2 million residents 

and that is third most densely populated political unit in the 

world. Christians are exiting the territory due to a combina-

tion of factors including a squeezing Israeli blockade, eco-

nomic woes, and internal pressures faced from radical Is-

lamist factions in the Hamas-controlled territory. 

Christians of all denominations have played an important 

and out-sized influence on healthcare, education and busi-

ness in the Gaza Strip for centuries. Today, among evangeli-

cals, only one known Protestant church continues, it’s lead-

ership struggling to lead its flock ever since the Bible Socie-

ty’s Christian bookstore’s manager was martyred in 2007 by 

local Islamist militants; this was followed by an exodus of 

church leaders. The Greek (which make up most of Gaza’s 

Christians in numbers) and Catholic churches face daily 

pressures from the ruling administration of Hamas’ Islami-

zation efforts while at the same time suffering from the neg-

ative economic and restricted movement effects that come 

Prayer Needs — www.persecution.org 

Other Headlines: 

• 14,000 Gather in Vietnam for Evangelism Event 

• Christians Under Siege in Artsakh 

• Iran Pardons Two Imprisoned Christian Converts 

with the Israeli blockade of Gaza. 

Pray for the church in Gaza, that they would remain strong 

under the daily pressures of living there. Christians are feel-

ing pressure from all sides and are in many ways cut off 

from fellowshipping with and being supported by the wider 

body of Christ. 

John Barros—REF—Abortion Intervention and Prison 

Ministry.  His Facebook page is a great way to hear how God 

is using him and specific prayer needs. 

PMI—Orphanage and School in India 

Carlos & Sandy Rios—TEAM—Church Planting in Mexico 

Missions 
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And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jor-

dan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, Being 

forty days tempted of the devil.—Luke 4:1-2 

The first event recorded in our Lord’s history, after His bap-

tism, is His temptation by the devil. From a season of honor 

and glory He passed immediately to a season of conflict and 

suffering. First came the testimony of God the Father: 

“Thou art my beloved Son.” Then came the sneering sugges-

tion of Satan: “If thou be the Son of God...” The portion of 

Christ will often prove [to be] the portion of Christians. 

From great privilege to great trial there will often be but a 

step. 

Let us first mark in this passage, the power and un-

wearied malice of the devil. That old serpent who tempt-

ed Adam to sin in Paradise was not afraid to assault the 

second Adam, the Son of God. Whether he understood that 

Jesus was “God...manifest in the flesh” (1Ti 3:16) may per-

haps be doubted. But that he saw in Jesus 

one who had come into the world to over-

throw his kingdom is clear and plain. He 

had seen what happened at our Lord’s bap-

tism. He had heard the marvelous words 

from heaven. He felt that the great Friend 

of man was come and that his own domin-

ion was in peril. The Redeemer had come. 

The prison door was about to be thrown 

open. The lawful captives were about to be 

set free. All this, we need not doubt, Satan 

saw and resolved to fight for his own. The 

prince of this world would not give way to 

the Prince of peace without a mighty strug-

gle. He had overcome the first Adam in the Garden of Eden; 

why should he not overcome the second Adam in the wilder-

ness? He had spoiled man once of Paradise; why should he 

not spoil him of the kingdom of God? 

Let it never surprise us if we are tempted by the devil. Let 

us rather expect it as a matter of course if we are living 

members of Christ. The Master’s lot will be the lot of His 

disciples. That mighty spirit who did not fear to attack Je-

sus Himself, is still going about as a roaring lion, seeking 

whom he may devour. That murderer and liar, who vexed 

Job and overthrew David and Peter, still lives and is not yet 

bound. If he cannot rob us of heaven, he will at any rate 

make our journey thither power. Let us rather put on the 

whole armor of God and cry to the strong for strength. 

“Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (Jam 4:7). 

Let us mark, secondly, our Lord Jesus Christ’s ability to 

sympathize with those that are tempted. This is a truth 

that stands out prominently in this passage. Jesus has been 

really and literally tempted Himself. It was meet that He 

Who came to “destroy the works of the devil” should begin 

His own work by a special conflict with Satan. It was meet 

that the great Shepherd and Bishop of souls should be fitted 

for His earthly ministry by strong temptation, as well as by 

the Word of God and prayer. But above all, it was meet that 

the great High Priest and advocate of sinners should be one 

who has had personal experience of conflict and has known 

what it is to be in the fire. And this was the case with Jesus. 

It is written that “He...suffered being tempted” (Heb 2:18). 

How much He suffered, we cannot tell. But that His pure and 

spotless nature did suffer intensely, we may be sure. 

Let all true Christians take comfort in the thought that they 

have a Friend in heaven Who can be touched with the feeling 

of their infirmities (Heb 4:15). When they pour out their 

hearts before the throne of grace and groan under the burden 

that daily harasses them, there is One making intercession 

Who knows their sorrows. Let us take courage. The Lord Je-

sus is not an austere man. He knows what we mean when we 

complain of temptation and is both able 

and willing to give us help. 

Let us mark, thirdly, the exceeding sub-

tlety of our great spiritual enemy, the devil. 

Three times we see him assaulting our 

Lord and trying to draw Him into sin. Each 

assault showed the hand of a master in the 

art of temptation. Each assault was the 

work of one acquainted by long experience 

with every weak point in human nature. 

Each deserves an attentive study. 

Satan’s first device was to persuade 

our Lord to distrust His Father’s prov-

idential care. He comes to Him, when weak and exhausted 

with forty days’ hunger, and suggests to Him to work a mira-

cle to gratify a carnal appetite. Why should He wait any long-

er? Why should the Son of God sit still and starve? Why not 

“command this stone that it be made bread” (Luk 4:3)? 

Satan’s second device was to persuade our Lord to 

grasp at worldly power by unlawful means. He takes 

Him to the top of a mountain and shows Him “all the king-

doms of the world in a moment of time” (Luk 4:5). All these 

he promises to give Him if He will but “fall down and worship 

him” (Luk 4:7). The concession was small. The promise was 

large. Why not by a little momentary act obtain an enormous 

gain? 

Satan’s last device was to persuade our Lord to an act 

of presumption. He takes Him to a pinnacle of the temple 

and suggests to Him to cast Himself down (Luk 4:9). By so 

doing He would give public proof that He was one sent by 

God. In so doing, He might even depend on being kept from 

harm. Was there not a text of Scripture which specially ap-

plied to the Son of God in such a position? Was it not written 

that angels should bear Him up (Luk 4:10-11)? 

A Tempted Savior by J.C. Ryle (1816-1900) 

 

The Bible is indeed a 

sword, but we must take 

heed that we know it 

well if we would use it 

with effect. 
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On each of these three temptations, it would be easy to 

write much. Let it be sufficient to remind ourselves that we 

see in them the three favorite weapons of the devil. Unbe-

lief, worldliness, and presumption are three grand engines 

that he is ever working against the soul of man, and by 

which he is ever enticing him to do what God forbids and to 

run into sin. Let us remember this and be on our guard. 

The acts that Satan suggests to us to do are often in ap-

pearance trifling and unimportant. But the principle in-

volved in each of these little acts, we may be sure, is noth-

ing short of rebellion against God. Let us not be ignorant of 

Satan’s devices. 

Let us mark lastly, the manner in which our Lord 

resisted Satan’s temptations. Three times we see Him 

foiling and baffling the great enemy who assaulted Him. He 

does not yield a hair’s breadth to him. He does not give him 

a moment’s advantage. Three times we see Him using the 

same weapon in reply to Satan’s temptations: “the sword of 

the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Eph 6:17). He Who was 

“full of the Holy Ghost” (Luk 4:1) was yet not ashamed to 

make the Holy Scripture His weapon of defense and His rule 

of action. 

Let us learn from this single fact if we learn nothing else 

from this wondrous history: the high authority of the Bible 

and the immense value of a knowledge of its contents. Let us 

read it, search into it, pray over it, diligently, perseveringly, 

unweariedly. Let us strive to be so thoroughly acquainted 

with its pages that its text may abide in our memories and 

stand ready at our right hand in the day of need. Let us be 

able to appeal from every perversion and false interpretation 

of its meaning to those thousand plain passages, which are 

written as it were with a sunbeam. The Bible is indeed a 

sword, but we must take heed that we know it well if we 

would use it with effect. 

Free Grace Broadcaster Issue 257; Chapel Library 

The Gospel of John by Dr. Chuck Missler 

John’s Gospel is intense and uniquely rewarding for both 

the novice and the seasoned Bible student. It is a fruitful 

place for a beginner, yet it continues to reveal surprises to 

challenge the most sophisticated and diligent. 

Each of the Gospel writers presents a unique perspective, 

and their selection of events and other aspects supports 

their respective themes. John’s Gospel unabashedly pre-

sents Jesus as the Son of God, and he opens it with the 

“genealogy” of the Preexistent One. 

Summary of Themes 

Each of the four Gospels can be summarized by the following 

themes: 

• Matthew presents “the Promised One is here”; see His 

credentials. 

• Mark, “This is how He worked”; see His power. 

• Luke, “This is what He was like”; see His nature. 

• John, “This is who He really was”; see His Godship. 

“If the body be surfeited, sluggish, and lazy, it is 

a certain sign that the soul before was drunken, 

that is, secure, weary, and tired of the Word, and 

besides sleeps and snores. Therefore, Satan takes 

special pains to intoxicate us spiritually, so that 

in time our love for and pleasure in the Word 

may leave us and we acquire a distaste for it.”   

—Martin Luther (1483-1546) 
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speaks of Abraham—“before Abraham was, I AM.” 

Jesus is here declaring that He is the voice of the burning 

bush. Now, anytime that you and I might miss the implica-

tion of something, the Pharisees come to our rescue. They 

took up stones to cast at Him. Why were they so upset? Be-

cause they recognized what He was saying. 

Seven “I AM” Statements 

The Gospel of John is built on His seven “I AM” statements: 

1. I AM the Bread of Life (John 6:48) 

2. I AM the light of the world (John 8:12) 

3. I AM the door (John 10:9) 

4. I AM the good shepherd (John 10:11) 

5. I AM the resurrection and the life (John 11:35) 

6. I AM the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6) 

7. I AM the true vine (John 15:1) 

Seven Furnishings of the Tabernacle 

Jesus also laid claim on each of the seven furnishings of the 

Tabernacle: 

1. The Door 

2. Altar of sacrifice 

3. Washing (laver) 

4. Menorah (light of the world) 

5. Golden altar (prayers) 

6. The Ark 

7. The Mercy Seat 

All of these declared that Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of 

what those were foreshadowing. Compare the three state-

ments of John 1:1 and John 1:14: 

In the beginning was the Word 

And the Word was made flesh 

And the Word was with God 

And the Word dwelt among us; 

And the Word was God; 

Full of grace and truth. 

John also provides a detailed record of the events in the Up-

per Room, in Gethsemane, the six trials, the Crucifixion, and 

the Resurrection. John’s entire Gospel is intense and unique-

ly rewarding for both the novice and the highly seasoned and 

diligent. 

Koinonia House  https://www.khouse.org/articles 

John, the author of five New Testament books, is the most 

mystical of Jesus’ disciples. His Gospel is clearly inexhausti-

ble: “It is shallow enough for a child to wade in, yet it’s deep 

enough for an elephant to bathe in!” 

It is a fruitful place for a beginner to start, yet it continues to 

reveal surprises to challenge the most sophisticated and dili-

gent! 

This book includes many distinctive treasures: it explains 

the enigma of Moses’ brazen serpent in Chapter 3; it shreds 

the heretical “Deutero-Isaiah” theory in Chapter 12; it antici-

pates the Rapture in Chapter 14; and, gives us a rare 

glimpse into the real “Lord’s Prayer” in Chapter 17. 

Why Was John’s Gospel Written? 

And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of His 

disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are 

written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 

of God, and that believing you might have life through His 

name. — John 20:30,31 

The book of John is different than the “Synoptics” as it co-

vers only 21 days of Jesus’ 3 ½ years of ministry. It devotes 

10 of 21 chapters to just one week; one-third of the verses 

(237 of 879 verses) cover a single 24-hour period in Jesus’ 

ministry. 

John depicts Jesus as “more than a man.” His Gospel covers 

the rejection of the “Sent One” and the truth of the new 

birth. 

Seven Miracles 

1. The Gospel of John is built around seven miracles of 

Jesus: 

2. Changing water into wine in Cana (John 2:1–11) 

3. Healing an official’s son in Capernaum (John 4:46–54) 

4. Healing an invalid at the Pool of Bethesda (John 5:1–18) 

5. Feeding the 5,000 near the Sea of Galilee (John 6:5–14) 

6. Walking on the water of the Sea of Galilee (John 6:16–

21) 

7. Healing a blind man in Jerusalem (John 9:1–7) 

8. Raising dead Lazarus in Bethany (John 11:1–45) 

The key verse of this Gospel is found in the first chapter: 

He came unto His own, but His own received Him not, but as 

many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the 

sons of God, even to them that believe on His name.       — 

John 1:11, 12 

Who did “receive Him”? Peter, Nathaniel, and Philip; Nicode-

mus in Chapter 3; the woman by the well in Chapter 4; the 

man born blind in Chapter 9; Mary and Martha at Bethany 

in Chapter 11; the eleven apostles in Chapters 13 and 14; 

and Mary Magdalene. 

I love the confrontation in the Gospel of John when he 
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In Hebrew, rBdmBBmidbar means ''in the wilderness,'' 

which is the real name of this book. The Greek translators 

called itavriqmoArithmoi, and in Latin it was Numeri, be-

cause the translators focused on the two census takings at 

the beginning and the end of the wanderings. But its basi-

cally ''the wilderness wanderings.'' 

Numbers picks up where Exodus left off. And its really a 

book about arrested progress. In a sense, it never should 

have happened. It took only 40 hours to get Israel out of 

Egypt - the Passover. But it took 40 years to get Egypt out 

of Israel. At Kadesh-Barnea, Moses sent out twelve spies to 

check out the new land. Ten of them came back terrified, 

and for good reason. They said they saw the Nephilim, the 

giant ''fallen ones.'' These were the hybrids that were the 

products of mischievous angels commingling with women. 

Numbers 13:33 records, ''and we were in our own sight as 

grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.'' Goliath was 

also one of those. He was nine feet tall. They had reason to 

be scared. And yet, it was also a lack of faith. Two of the 

twelve spies, Joshua and Caleb, had a different attitude 

and brought the ''minority report.'' They said, ''This land is 

rich, its full, its marvelous. Let us go up at once and possess 

it for we are well able to overcome it.'' By their own 

strength? Of course not. By faith! God said, ''Go take it.'' 

When Gods on our side, our enemy is outnumbered. 

Unfortunately, the people rallied around the ten spies with 

their bad report. ''And all the children of Israel murmured 

against Moses and against Aaron: and the whole congrega-

tion said to them, Would God that we had died in the land 

of Egypt, or, Would God that we had died in this wilder-

ness'' (Numbers 14:2). That was a big mistake. God was 

listening and heard their murmuring and gave them their 

desires. 

God threatened to wipe them out, but Moses interceded, ''If 

you wipe them out, what will the Egyptians think? They 

survived all the plagues, and now youre going to wipe them 

out?'' His arguments are fascinating. 

God knows what He is going to do, and says to the nation, 

''Your carcasses shall fall in this wilderness and all that 

were numbered of you, according to your whole number, 

from 20 years old and upward, which have murmured 

against me'' (Numbers 14:29). In other words, ''You guys 

said you wished youd die; youre going to die. Your kids are 

going to grow up and go in. Moses was gone for 40 days; 

youre going to be in the wilderness for 40 years, until this 

unfaithful generation dies off!'' 

Only two in the entire group, Joshua and Caleb, survived to 

go into the Promised Land. Joshua was the military leader 

who took over after Moses. Caleb was his sidekick. Togeth-

er, these two rout the most powerful group of nations on the 

earth at that time. 

Why does the Bible record all the things that happened dur-

ing those 40 years? The Scripture tells us it was for an exam-

ple. These things happened to them for our admonition. Paul 

makes a point in 1 Corinthians 10:11 that everything written 

then is for our application now. Every one of the events in 

Numbers has a lesson for us. And thats why it is so im-

portant to study this book in detail. 

The word ''example'' in Greek is tupoj tupos, which is ''a fig-

ure, an image, a pattern, a pre-figuring.'' Thats where we get 

the term ''type,'' or model. Engineers speak of a prototype, 

which is from the same root. Types are common in the Bible, 

where some event, some object, or some situation is a lesson, 

in advance, of whats coming. Manna is a type; the brazen 

serpent is a type; water from the rock is a type. Were going to 

examine these three. 

Manna 

God provided a daily provision of manna. There were several 

million people wandering in the desert. Have you ever 

thought about how to feed them? It was a logistical night-

mare! But God provided manna, a miracle bread from Heav-

en. It was provided only on six days, with a double portion on 

the sixth to prevent it from having to be gathered on the Sab-

bath Day. 

The Brazen Serpent 

Moses had to put up with the Israelites gripes and com-

plaints throughout those 40 years. And its funny to hear him 

talk to God: ''I didnt ask for this job; you gave it to me!'' In 

response to their murmuring, God sent fiery serpents that 

killed anyone they bit. Moses prayed and God agreed to pro-

vide a remedy, but notice the remedy He chose: Moses was 

instructed to place a brass serpent on a cross-shaped pole 

and put it up on a high hill. Everyone who looked at the cross 

would be spared. 

Why this remedy? Jesus explained it in John 3, ''As Moses 

lifted the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of 

Man be lifted up on a cross.'' And everyone who looks to it 

will be spared. This is a prelude to the most famous verse in 

the Bible: John 3:16. 

Its a strange symbol, the brass serpent. Brass means 

''judged.'' Serpent means ''sin.'' Jesus is exemplified or sym-

bolized by a brass serpent? Yes. Scripture says He was made 

sin for us. Sin was judged on that cross. 

The Waters at Mirabah 

At Rephidim, the Israelites needed water. God told Moses to 

take the staff and strike the rock and the rock would bring 

forth water (Exodus 17). Many years later, at Mirabah, again 

they needed water. This time God told Moses to speak to the 

The Wilderness Wanderings by Dr. Chuck Missler 



rock and it would give water. But Moses was frustrated and upset with his people, and instead of speaking, he struck the rock. 

Water came, but Moses had misrepresented God because he let the people think that God was angry with them. Moses penalty 

for disobedience was that he could not enter the Promised Land. 

Moses spent 40 years in Egypt in preparation for this leadership position, then 40 years on the backside of the desert being pre-

pared spiritually. He experienced the incredible drama of the Passover and the Red Sea crossing. Then he shepherded this com-

plaining, grouchy, grumpy bunch through 40 years of hardship in the wilderness. Then God told him that he would see the land 

from the top of the mountain when they entered, but he would not be able to go in. What had he done that was so bad? 

Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 10:4 that the rock was Christ (speaking idiomatically). There were two episodes with the rock: in 

the first one, the rock was smitten and they benefited with living water; the second rock was not supposed to be smitten. If Mo-

ses had done what God told him, the rocks would have modeled the first and second comings of Jesus Christ. But because he 

blew it, he blew the model. 

But God wasn't finished with Moses yet. He was denied entry into the Promised Land, but well see him again on the Mount of 

Transfiguration with Jesus talking about the Second Coming. I believe he is also one of the witnesses who shows up in Revela-

tion 11. 

The Camp of Israel 

There is one other interesting type thats found in Numbers 2. The 12 tribes were told to group into four camps. Each tribe had a 

standard and symbol, but Judah, Isaachar and Zebulin were to rally around the standard of Judah. They collectively represent-

ed 186,400. Reuben, Simeon and Gad collectively represented about 151,000. Ephraim, Ma-

nasseh and Benjamin collectively represented 108,100. Dan, Asher and Naphtali, 157,600. 

Judahs standard was the Lion of the Tribe of Judah. Reubens was a man. Ephraims was the 

ox. Dan, the eagle. These four symbols are also the four faces of the cherubim around the 

throne of God in Isaiah 6 , Ezekiel 1 and 10, and Revelation 4. 

Each of the camps, of three tribes each, was to encamp on one of the four cardinal compass 

directions (N, S, E, or W) with respect to the camp of the Levites enclosing the tabernacle 

(See here). We can only guess at how much space was required by the Levites, whether it was 

100 feet on a side, 100 yards, or whatever. But whatever it was, well assume that length as a 

basic unit. 

To fully appreciate all of the implications, you must try to think like a rabbi; you need to 

maintain an extremely high respect for the precise details of the instructions. They resorted 

to heroic measures in their attempt to comply with the letter of the law. 

The Camp of Judah had to camp east of the Levites. This poses a technical problem. Notice 

that if the breadth of their camp was larger than that of the Levites, the excess would be 

southeast or northeast, not east. Therefore, if they were to comply strictly to their instruc-

tions, their camp could only be as wide as that of the Levites, and they then would have to 

extend eastward to obtain whatever space they required. 

The camps of Reuben, Ephraim, and Dan had the same constraint on the south, west, and 

north, respectively. The length of each leg would thus be proportional to the total population 

in each camp. If we assemble what we can infer from the Biblical account, we can imagine 

what the camp of Israel looked like from above: the tabernacle and the Levites in the center, 

surrounded by the four faces of the tribal standards, and each of the four camps of Judah, 

Ephraim, Reuben, and Dan, stretching out in the four cardinal directions. We can also tally 

the size of each tribe to total the relative length of each camp as they stretched out in each of 

the four directions. (See the plan view, on a relative scale, here). 

The Book of Numbers is a fascinating study in many ways. Expositionally, it demonstrates 

integrity of Design; homiletically, it reveals that these were real people with practical prob-

lems; and, devotionally, we see that ''crossing over Jordon'' is not ''going to Heaven'' - life is a 

warfare. Each one of us is in our own ''wilderness'' and every day is our ''Kadesh-Barnea'' - 

will we trust God and ''conquer the land''? Will we resolutely try to surmount the obstacles 

that lie in our way or will we shrink from the apparent difficulties and remain slaves to the 

sin in our lives? 

Koinonia House  https://www.khouse.org/articles 
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